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FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Open seven days a week
Monday–Friday 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

Saturday 8.30 am – 9.30 pm
Sunday 9:00 am–9:00 pm

Abbey Road (Shops)
(01256) 323679

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers

Fresh Sandwiches | Pies
Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
DVD Rentals  NO MEMBERSHIP FEE 

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Gas Card, Electric Key, BT Bills, 
VIRGIN, TV Licence  and Congestion Charge

 We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services 

International Calling Cards

Fax service National & International
Photocopying service

Please ask Help us to Help you
If you don t see what you want in the store,

Ask and we will try and get it.

Don ‘t miss out on our monthly premier offers

Don’t forget your Local Pharmacy Fastfare - Tel 01256 357637 
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No matter what the weather we all try to deliver your community magazine to you. Full list of all our 
voluteers inside cover. Photo supplied by Gazette Newspapers
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 Quality,
  Flexible,
   Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child 
care

Mature experienced staff
A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on 

Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or 
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

15 Hours per week totally free

ONLY £3 for each hour after that
* During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot lunch at a 
cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 – we’re just 
around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)
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Chloe’s Column
Hello again readers, this issue is the hundredth issue of Popley Matters. 
I am very happy to have been writing for Popley Matters for over a year 
and think it’s amazing that there have been 100 issues of it! That’s a lot 

of reading! Well this month is June which in my 
eyes is of  cially summer (woo hoo) which means 
sun and ice cream and the beach; but since I’m 
in year 11 it also means exams (lots and lots of 
exams) but it’s not all bad because June is also 
the month all year 11s have their Valedictory Ball 
which should be amazing and I am so excited 
for it! Last month was Popley Festival which 
was as good as it is every year; we had talent 

from around Basingstoke on stage, a car boot, and various stalls and not 
to mention a fun fair. I think Popley Festival is a great event for families 
and friends to go to instead of being stuck indoors bored. Since June is 
the  rst of  cial month of summer I am hoping the weather will warm up 
a bit more so everyone can catch up on their tanning. Also, like I said the 
beach! I love the beach, especially when it’s really nice and hot. Although, 
in May it rained quite a bit and we didn’t see as much sun as I’d have liked 
to have seen, I really am hoping for a great summer for 2010. But just in 
case it isn’t nice there’s always fake tan. At Everest they 
have bought some new recycling bins to go around the 
school to encourage recycling. This is a good idea because 
some of the younger years -and even some people from 
the older years- may not understand how to recycle and 
how its helps. There are even pictures to show which 
rubbish goes in which bin. I think everyone should try their best to recycle 
or at least put their rubbish in the bin. It’s good for the planet and makes 
Popley look so much tidier. Well that’s my rant of the month done! I hope 
everyone manages to catch some sun whilst it’s out and has a lovely month,

Till next issue,
Chloe.
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Message from the Editor:- Wow, where have all the 
years gone?  I have been Editor, and Paul Sub Editor for 
thirteen years now. But Popley Matters would not exist 
without the fantastic volunteers that deliver for us, serve on 
the committee write for us or advertise in the magazine so 
we can pay the printing and costs, as we are completely non 
pro  t. All are volunteers. Our band of deliverers post your 
Popley Matters in all weathers, and always seem so cheerful 

no matter what. THANK YOU. Iris King has been involved even longer than 
Paul and myself in fact since day one in 1992 with the  rst Edition. Iris is the 
Distribution Manager and Acting Treasurer but we do need a volunteer to be 
our treasurer. If you have the time and knowledge to help we would certainly 
be grateful. We would also love to  nd Rebecca Dobbey who designed the 
 rst cover.

 We do really need more people to deliver especially in Evolve (Old 
John Hunt School site). It would be a shame if we can’t deliver to the residents 
there.  It won’t be long before we will be having to get 5,000 printed. 
 We would like your suggestions on how to improve the magazine. It 
was a suggestion by our readers that we do different colour covers, and that we 
do a large size print copy for the sight impaired, which is available on request.
 We would also like to hear from our readers if they have stories, or bits of 
history to do with Popley. Popley grows day by day with the new developments 
and it only seems like yesterday when it was  rst mentioned that there was 
scope to build new homes. 
 Popley Matters has been going about as long as the Popley Festival. The 
Festival started from humble beginnings at St Gabriel’s Church with Captain 
Dave Phillips and Boys Brigade. Were you one of the original Boys? We would 
like to hear from you.There is a report on the history of the Festival on page 5. 
 Popley Matters is in need of a Treasurer it is completely voluntary,  
though we will supply the paper, envelopes and stamps. Iris 
does so much with Neighbourcare, Feed the Children and 
she needs a break! 
 If you want to either write an article, advertise or want 
to be a volunteer for Popley Matters contact us Jane Frankum 
on 819924 or Paul Frankum on 472496 or Iris King 411113 
via email editor@popleymatters.org.uk or write to Popley 
Matters Group PO Box 6727 Basinggstoke RG24 9GG

Editor
Jane Frankum

Sub Editor
Paul Frankum



Page 2

Phil Della-Savina  

Carpets & Floorings 
All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted by your local Popley 

based carpet fitter.  25 Years experience. 

 Carpets 
 Vinyls 

 Laminates 
 Real Woods  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive   

Call Phil on 07712085522 / 01256462212 

Phil Della-Savina Carpets  

Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West

Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315
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Your nearest florist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
flowers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryflorist.co.uk

Affordable Plumbing 
& Drainage

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
NO Call out Charge

All work carried out, from a dripping 
Tap to a blocked drain

no job too small
•28 years experience
•All work guaranteed

•Discounts for senior citizens
Present this advert to receive a 10% 

discount
Call Rob on

01256 810223 or
07788 601617

A reliable, friendly and 
professional service

Exciting new developments at the Pebbles Children’s Centre 
Nursery!
From 27th July KIDS’ assumed management responsibility for 
the Nursery based at Pebbles Children’s Centre. KIDS  is the 
disabled children and young people’s charity. There is no other 
organisation dedicated to working in partnership with parents 
and carers to provide such a wide range of services to disabled 
children, young people and their families irrespective of medical 

condition or impairment aged 0-25 years.

‘We work to give disabled children a happy childhood’

Based within Pebbles Children’s Centre in the beautiful grounds of Chineham Park 
Primary School, the Nursery provides a stimulating and fun environment for children 
to grow and learn. Educational grants are available term time only, for children from 
the  rst term following their 3rd birthday.
Places are available 5 days a week all year round and the children have either a            
full-time or part-time place, depending on availability of places and the family’s needs.

We are currently taking enquires and bookings
For further information please contact 01256 462804
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NEWS FROM PEBBLES CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
 
Pebbles is here to stay! We would just like to reassure all families that Pebbles 
Children’s Centre is here to stay!  Although it is sad that Chineham Park Primary 
School is closing, if you have an under 5 year old child we are here for you. 
We are happy to welcome parents and carers with babies and small children to 
Pebbles Children’s Centre anytime 8am-6pm Mon-Fri. Drop in for a cuppa and play 
with your child and find out what we have to offer.  We run all sorts of courses for 
parents and carers such as Understanding Behaviour, English as an Additional 
Language, Keeping Up With the Kids in Literacy / Numeracy and activities to suit all 
children 0-5yrs such as Stay & Play sessions, Baby Massage, Song and Sign, Fun 
Fits, Dad’s Club and lots more. You and your child need never be fed up again - 
there is always something to do! Come and register with us and you’ll be given a 
FREE welcome pack full of goodies! 
 
Here is a photo taken at our last Dad’s Club session on 8 May.  Our next Dad’s Club 
will be on 12 June 9.30-11.30am.  Any dad or male carer can just turn up to the 
session with their under 5s for a fun filled morning! 

 
 
 
To find out about more about our many activities and to book a place please contact 
us: Tel: 01256 357028 
E mail:  pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk 
Shakespeare Road, Basingstoke, RG24 9BP 
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Araw Film Services 

PRESENTS 
 

For Special Events 
 

Weddings  Christenings  Parties 
Corporate Business  Websites 

Community Events 
 
 

Also We Transfer VHS To DVD 
Professionally edited to customer requirements 

      DVD Label/Case  
 

CALL NOW ON ! 
 

Telephone No. 01256 470284 
Mobile No. 0785 761 7187 

Email: arawproductions @ yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

                                                                

 

                                       
               LET! 

 

QPS LETTINGS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
WE HAVE TENANTS WAITING FOR PROPERTY TO LET  

OUR LOCAL OFFICE: CHINEHAM 
CALL 0845 459 9000 OR 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qpslettings.co.uk or email info@qpslettings.co.uk 
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 The idea for Popley Matters came out of an article in the Basingstoke Gazette 18 years 
ago. It asked for local people to write in about their interest groups. The very  rst edition was 
produced by a group of people and agencies under the name of Popley Interagency Project (PIP 
for short). The  rst cover was drawn by Rebecca Dobbey who was an art student at John Hunt 
School. In the  rst  ve years there were just four issues printed, with long gaps in between 
them. 

The Magazine Update to 2010:-
    A group of local residents met in Popley Fields Community Centre in 1996 and after talking 
about Popley and the negative press and how it differed to real Popley that we lived in and 
loved, we arranged the  rst Popley Forum in January 1997. We also wondered what we could 
do to change what we all felt was the wrong attitude to Popley. We wanted let other people 
know how much was available in Popley and what great people lived in our estate. Someone 
mentioned that there used to be a magazine called Popley Matters and how good it would be if 
we could revive it. Paul Frankum said, "I will do an initial copy, but just the one! “Famous last 
words! Paul has guided us from an A4 one sheet fold-over to the booklet. Then from quarterly 
to the monthly issues that we produce today. The magazine is self funding as the advertisements 
cover the cost so that we can pay the Printer. Iris King has the headache of trying to get the 
Popley Matters delivered to 4,400 households and local interest groups. We have a whole army 
of wonderful people who deliver for you but we always need more, many hands make light 
work.

    Popley Forum had meetings around the estate on many subjects. We have had as few as 2 
residents and as many as 120, on many of the different issues. Your Councillors, agencies and 
residents have worked together on many issues over the years. Some of the positive outcomes 
being Popley Partnerships, CCTV in Longfellow Parade and Abbey Road shops. The retention 
of the number 5 bus route to the hospital, the new Everest Community College, new homes 
to house over 600 people off the housing waiting list. We have also seen a huge and ongoing 
project to start to get the drainage sorted, new paths, more parking and safer crossings on some 
of our busy roads, a new family park that families can enjoy free of charge with something for 
all age groups to enjoy. The work continues; litter, dog fouling, landscape, anti-social behaviour, 
graf  ti  are some of the subjects we are tackling in Popley Matters and there is still much to do. 

     The  rst four Popley Matters in the 1990s were mainly advertising and we wanted to change 
it to a more relevant and interesting read. We continue to try to keep you informed and give you 
a chance to communicate with all our neighbours and read some interesting and informative 
articles too. We try to promote what groups are available, where and when they meet. It has 
proved to be a mammoth task and takes many hours of work to produce and deliver. We hope 
you enjoy reading Popley Matters.

Popley Matters
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Basingstoke Prince's Trust Team 13 
Unlucky for some, but not for our latest 13 team members who successfully gained a place on 

the last Prince's Trust Team here at Base 2000 in Popley, this year. 
The Prince’s Trust Team Programme is a unique 12-week Personal-Development course.  It 

is designed to help young people, aged 16 to 25, improve their skills and attitudes to be better 
equipped for the world of employment.  The team programme delivered by Hampshire Fire and 
Rescue Service brings together a diverse mix of up to 13 young unemployed and employed people of 
widely ranging abilities, personal circumstances and backgrounds. The programme is particularly 
suited to young people who face barriers and lack the opportunities to reach their full potential, 
including the long-term unemployed, ex-offenders, young people in or leaving care and           
under-achievers, who are ready to move forward in their lives.  It is a programme that aims to           
re-engage young people, helping them to think about their futures.  In many cases it changes their 
lives. 
Typical Programme:  

This action packed 12-week programme aims to rebuild self-esteem, develop motivation and 
confidence through a series of challenges and projects achieved through teamwork in the community: 

Week1: Induction     Week 7: Next Steps  
Week 2: Outdoor Activity Week    Week 8-9: Individual Work Placements  
Week 3-5: Community Project   Week 10-11: Team Challenge  
Week 6: Skills Week     Week 12: Final Presentation  
Along with all this, the individuals work towards a City and Guilds National Qualification, a 

British Safety Council Qualification and to ensure they are as ‘job ready’ as possible, we provide a 
range of skill and awareness sessions including Basic Food Hygiene, First Aid, Fire safety, Road 
Safety, Drugs and sexual health awareness.   

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service, have been the Delivery Partners for the Prince's Trust 
Team Programme for over 8 years and during this time have delivered over 43 teams across 
Hampshire, helping over 500 young people.  The success is proven and with a retention and success 
rate of over 80% of completing the programme and achieving the qualification and within the Region 
78% of these young people move positively forward into Education, Employment or Training, this is a 
challenging but successful programme.  Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service currently deliver 2-3 
Teams a year from the Popley area and our next Team will be in January 2011. 

STOP PRESS FUNDRAISING EVENT - please come and support Basingstoke Team 13 
(current team) and at the same time get your car washed at Basingstoke Fire Station on Saturday 
29th May 2010, all monies raised will be spent on Basingstoke Team 13s chosen Community Project. 

WIN .. An IPod Shuffle  
FYI Days (Fire Youth Insight) - We will be hosting a FYI Day in Basingstoke during the 

Summer - date and venue to be confirmed.  If you have or are a 16-25 year old and would like to 
attend this day, which will provide you with an insight in to the Prince's Trust and the Fire Service, 
please contact Ben Holt on 07918 887844 or email us on princes-trust@hantsfire.gov.uk.  Places are 
limited to 20 and on a first come first served basis - So don’t delay, call us today!! 
JOIN A TEAM!  

If you are interested in referring a young person onto a team programme in Hampshire, or you 
would like the unique opportunity to lead and develop a team along with the opportunity to develop 
your personal and professional leadership and management skills, please email princes-
trust@hantsfire.gov.uk or telephone 023 8062 6706.  

Prince's Trust and Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service - we make life safer. 
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Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 
 

                          Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services 

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434  
0118 948 7033 

 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist

Tiling Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone
Installa  on of Tanking Systems

Wet Rooms
Under Floor Hea  ng
Floor Overboarding

15% o   all work completed by May 31st 
2010!!

Contact: Paul George
Tel: 01256 328 447
Fax: 07540 947 901

Email: info@pmg  lingservice.co.uk
Web: www.pmg  lingservices.co.uk
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Popley Festival
 The Popley Festival was started about 17 years ago and was originally held at 
the John Hunt of Everest School in Popley. It has always had a large car boot, various 
Charity stalls, entertainment both on the stage and in the arena; fairground rides as well 
as the food stalls and beer tent.
 The Festival is always held on the 3rd Sunday in May, and has become a well 
known date in many people’s calendar. The Festival has a big community spirit and 
each year it is as successful as the last even if the weather’s not good people still make 
the effort to attend this annual event.
 In past years there have been re-enactment battles, archery, kickboxing, football, 
local school choirs, dance groups, Gospel singers and choirs, Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
Service and Police
 Every organisation that takes part is raising awareness for their particular Charity 
as well as being able to fund raise for things they may need.
 For the last 4 years it has been held at Carpenters Down Open Space by the side 
of Popley Fields Community Centre. This year’s Festival was a really good day out for 
all the family. Many enjoyed the fair rides, gym display and judo as well as having a 
look around the car boot and having a go at the different tombolas etc.
 It continues to grow every year and the Festival Committee would like to thank 
everyone who supports it, especially the volunteers and our main sponsor Sentinel 
Housing. 

Editor on Popley Festival
 My memories of Popley Festival go back further than when it was moved to John 
Hunt School. Both my sons Paul and Tony were members of the Boys Brigade and I well 
remember doing jumble sales and tombolas. In the late 80s we started having boot sales on 
the car park behind St Gabriel’s doing Summer Fetes and Christmas Fairs. I don’t remember 
exactly when, by this time, it was named Popley Festival and how much longer after as it 
grew so popular that it was moved to large premises i.e. John Hunt School. I am sure there 
are those of you that will have better memories than I have, and maybe you can put me 
right?
 I remember the year we had torrential rain and the boot sale was up on the ridge. 
Some ground sheets were found and we carried on as best we could. The attendances have 
depended a lot on the weather. One year was so hot that people were getting severely sun 
burnt. Some people were not able to go to work on the Monday. I worked at the hospital 
and we were told if we didn’t come in we would not be paid sick pay as it was deemed 
“self in  icted”. I remember ferret racing, judo displays, dancing, singing and displays from 
the police,  re service and yes I remember the helicopter. The volunteers that stage the 
Festival work the whole year to make it a success on the day. So I for one say thank you 
and I am already looking forward to next year’s. Maybe we need a plan B in case of poor 
weather. Perhaps use Popley Fields the Scout hut, the nursery and bowls club if needed. 
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NEW Opening Times! 
 

Monday  10am -5pm 
Tuesday  10am – 5pm 

Wednesday  10am – 5pm 
Thursday  10am – 8pm 

Friday  10am – 8pm 
Saturday  9am – 4:30pm 

Sunday  10am – 3pm 
 

   

LA Hair & Beauty 
42 Shakespeare Road 

Popley 
Basingstoke 
RG24 9DH 

 

Tel: 01256 322366 
www.lahairandbeauty.com 

 
 
 

LA Hair & Beauty is now 
open for Appointments! 

 
Offering a wide range of 

hair and beauty treatments 
and products at affordable 

prices. 

15% off Hair or Beauty 
Treatment with this 

Voucher! 

 
*offer ends 30/06/2010 
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POPLEY POETS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
 A meeting was held on 19th May at Chineham Park School. With input 
from Sentinel, Basingstoke and Deane Council and our local Popley Councillors, 
those that attended have now decided to meet more often in order to speed up 
the process of forming a recognised Association. We were given information 
on how to write a constitution and trustees. There was also news that there are 
other organisations that are interested in using parts of the school building and 
site for activities and workshops, and we are hopeful that we will be able to 
base the Residents Association there too after the school formally closes. We 
all felt that this would be an appropriate setting for the Residents of Popley 
Poets to use as a community facility as there is nothing else available to us at 
this time. We are hoping for more concrete information on what organisations 
will be using the site, and what they will be doing, in the near future. At the 
next meeting we will decide our constitution and purpose, and our geographic 
boundaries, with the aim of eventually becoming a charity organisation. This 
is an exciting opportunity for us to get together as a community and make a 
difference!
 It is not too late to get involved with the group, and I would encourage 
anyone that is interested to contact us for information on 01256 816101.

Questionaire Results
 A big thank you to everyone who took the time to visit the Popley 
Community Plan stand at the Popley Festival.  

 The top  ve topics of concern from residents have been listed from 
the “three questions” cards and so far, sorting out the parking situation is top 
of the list. The other topics, in order, are: dealing with cleanliness of the area; 
keeping the green spaces; improving the bus services and generally tidying up 
the area. 

 The comments received from people who  lled in cards at the Festival 
will be added to the feedback so far. It is important that the Popley Plan is 
developed “for the residents by the residents” and more people are needed to 
join the Popley Plan Group.

 If you are interested in joining the group, to develop the plan and 
add your voice to what happens in Popley, please contact: Councillor Jane 
Frankum 01256 819924 or Carole Ruse 01253 845485.
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This month we would like to start off by thanking everybody who supported us 
during our tri district St George’s Day Parade and at the Popley Festival. Both 
events were enjoyed by all the sections and it was brilliant to have the support 
of the wider community. We are planning to be involved in more community 
events soon, so if you see the 1st Popley Banner come and have a chat! 
 
As ever all the sections have been busy and as you can see from the middle 
photo, the Cubs have been going back to basics like our Chief Scout Bear Grylls 
and learning how to construct their own shelters from natural materials. They 
have also been creating their own ‘coats of arms’ in order to gain their Heritage 
badge. 
 
The Scout section has been working on problem solving, and were faced with a 
few scenarios to get them thinking together and working as a team. We 
encourage team work and are always looking for young people looking for 
adventure to join our team. Also we are looking for big kids to join our team of 
leaders! If you fit this description and would like to help out with any of the 
sections please ring Martin Lee (Scout leader) on: 07854860895. 
 

                            
           Boys & Girls 6-8           Boys & Girls 8-10 ½            Boys & Girls 10 ½ -15 
          Tuesday 5pm-6.15pm          6.30pm-8pm                         6.30-9pm 
 (All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term 
times) 
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Dear Friends

It seems it’s a time of anniversary and special celebration.  Congratulations to all at 
Popley Matters on reaching the magni  cent goal of 100 issues.  Where would we 
be without Popley Matters? It is such a great community magazine; run for and by 
the community. We should especially thank Jane and Paul and their production team 
and all those who faithfully plod the streets of our district each month delivering the 
 nished article.  Congratulations – we salute you!

It is also a special birthday year for St Gabriel’s.  The church building is 30 years 
old on 14th July of this year.  To mark this special birthday we are staging a week of 
various celebrations beginning with a Festival Fair on Saturday July 10th from 4pm.  
There will be a special anniversary service taking place in church on the evening of 
Wednesday 17th  July, a choral evening with Cantible on the Thursday and a Talent 
Show on Saturday evening 17th July.  

I know that St Gabriel’s has played a signi  cant part in the life and times of so 
many residents in Popley over the last three decades and we would love to welcome 
old friends and new to any or all of these celebrations. More details will soon be 
available via our website or through the church of  ce and, of course, in Popley 
Matters.

At this time of the year we also celebrate the birth of the Church at Pentecost when 
those  rst dedicated followers of Jesus received the Holy Spirit who empowered 
them to go out into the entire known world proclaiming all that Jesus had done.  
Without the work of the Holy Spirit the church today would not exist.

The Holy Spirit has many titles in the bible.  He is known as the Comforter, the 
Counsellor, the Advocate and more.  The Greek word for Holy Spirit is Paraklete 
and this is my favourite title for translated it means ‘the one who comes alongside’.  
He is the Comforter and Counsellor but he is the one to whom we can turn in times 
of celebrations and joy, times when we need wisdom, times when we just need 
company.  Isn’t that great?  

I pray that we will all rejoice with the good folk who bring us Popley Matters every 
month, I pray we may all rejoice at St Gabriel’s, your local church in Popley and 
three decades of service to the community, but most of all I pray that you may come 
to know Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit who will draw alongside if invited to 
do so.

May your summer be set fair and warm.
Your friend and Vicar.

Arthur 
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Cycle Safety On The Road. 
 
 Cycling is a fun, convenient and healthy way to get around - but if you don't 
follow basic safety guidelines you could end up a statistic:      
 

 Every year thousands of young cyclists aged 11-16 are killed or injured in the 
UK. 

 90% occur in urban areas. 
 75% happen at, or near, a junction. 
 80% occur in daylight. 
 80% of cyclist casualties are male. 
 About one third of the cyclists killed or injured are children. 
 Around three quarters of cyclists killed have major head injuries. 

 
Before you go out on the roads, stop and THINK! Here are a few basic safety tips 
that can help you stay out of trouble: 
 

 First and Foremost, wear a helmet. 
 Get trained and keep control. 
 Be seen and heard. 
 Check/maintain your bike regularly. 
 Be alert and plan your route. 
 Stay legal. 

 
An experienced trainer can help you get the best from your bike and the road. They 
know the dangers and how best to avoid them. They can also help you become safer 
and more confident when cycling in traffic, what's the best gear to wear, and how to 
check and maintain your bike. 
 
Useful contact points and further information: 
 

RoSPA website: www.rospa.com 
Cycle Sense website: www.cyclesense.net  
Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service: www.hantsfire.gov.uk 
Community Fire Safety Department: 023 8062 6809 
Email: community.firesafety@hantsfire.gov.uk 
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Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Intructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442
We have excellent popley explorers pre-school here                                       

Monday to friday      8.30am - 3.00pm
Also available-

Breakfast and Lunch club
(for further details contact Elaine on 01256-308442)

Monday evening- C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick boxing from 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday evening- Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm,  eyes down at
   8.00pm. Finish around  9.45pm.
   (Light Refreshments available half time)
Wednesday evening-  C.M.A  Kick boxing from  7.00pm - 8.30pm
Thursday evening- Ladies keep  t from  6.30-7.30pm.
   For details ring 01256 422687.
Friday evening- Friday Club  (children)  6.30pm - 7.30pm
Sunday Afternoon- Christian Family Fellowship 4.00pm - 6.30pm

This hall is also available to hire for parties etc at a very REASONABLE RATES.

Over 55s Forum
 The Basingstoke & Deane "Young at Heart" Over 55s Forum next Open Forum 
meeting will be on 9th June 2010 at the Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke 
10.00am to 1pm. All welcome.
 A date for your diary: our Variety Show to celebrate the International Day 
for Older People will be held on Saturday 2nd October 2010 at Queen Mary College. 
Time 2pm to 5pm. More news to follow.
 We will be having a stall in Festival Place on the 2nd June 2010 to celebrate 
Volunteers Day, we look forward to speaking to anybody who would like more 
informatrion on the Over 55s Forum, if your Popley Matters is out by then.
 The Music and Dance Concert held on 18th April 2010 behalf of the Prostate 
Cancer User's Group for Prostate Equipment for our hospital, raised £1,050, All the 
local acts performed brilliantly and it is a credit to all the talent we have in Basingstoke. 
Well done to all those who supported this event.
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Leak Seek
Central 
Heating
Services

Heating Installations
Boiler Changes and upgrades

Pressurised Hot Water Cylinders
Boiler Servicing
Power Flushing

Breakdowns
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Bill Martin
Tel. No: 01256  819521

Mobile No 07990 514472
www.leakseek.co.uk

35 and 45 minute classes of pure
MADness with MAD Academy
Babies from 3 months to crawling actions, signing and
sensory stimulation

Walkers to 2 years music, movement and motor
development

2 to 4 years dance, musicality and beat competency

Classes in Popley, Brighton Hill &
Kempshott
Call Cathy on 01256 325464

movement – rhythms – songs – instruments – listening – games

Birthday
Parties

too!

123456203814
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Basingstoke Air Scout Group
Headquarters - Base 2000 Carpenters Down  RG24 9AE  
Charity number 267734 Headquarters Registration number 42755
www.base2000.co.uk  
Group Scout Leader:  Colin Karslake (01256) 410559
Base 2000 booking/enquiries - bookings@base2000.co.uk 

Boy and girls 5¾  to 8 years
Meetings: Tuesday 5:30-6:45pm

Eve Alexander 346510

Boys and girls aged 10½-15
Monday 7-9pm

Jean-Paul Keetch 810571 
Colin Karslake 410559

Boys and girls aged 8-10½
Tuesday 6:30–8:15pm

Elaine Devenport 323453

 The Beavers and Cubs are getting very excited as their day out ‘on safari’ at Longleat looms.  
Beavers and cub scouts from all over Hampshire will be gathering to have a day of fun and adventure.  
District Cub Camp will be held mid June whilst the District Beaver ‘sleepover’ will be held in mid July 
when the theme will be the Wild West.   The scout troop are off  to ‘Goose’ at Buddens camp site in Dorset 
for summer camp this year.

 All sections of the Group attended Tri-District 
St George’s Day Celebrations in the own centre 
in April when the salute was taken by the then 
Worshipful the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 
Cllr Brian Gurden. It was the  rst occasion upon 
which permission had been given for members 
to process through the shopping centre walks 
with over six hundred and  fty members of 
Scouting from across the Borough assembled in 
the amphitheatre for a celebration of the patron 
saint of England. 
 The Group held its customary BBQ at Popley 
Festival which is its major fund-raiser of the year. 
The Annual Meeting for parents is scheduled for 
20th July when a new committee is appointed to 
deal with aspects of  nance and administration 

for the coming year.   
 New members welcome in all sections. Scouting is open to both boys and girls within the age 
range regardless of race, religion or disability.  Leaders adapt activities and programmes to cater for 
young people who are less able or have special needs.  Base 2000 is fully accessible to the physically 
disabled.  The  rst meeting is free but thereafter the subscription is £2 per week (can be paid termly by 
cheque if preferred).  Gift Aid can be applied to subscriptions. 
 The Beaver Colony is very much in need of another leader.  If you enjoy the company of lively 
6-8 year olds and want to get more involved with Scouting in Popley please contact Eve Alexander or 
the Group Scout Leader for more information.  Adults will be required to complete a Criminal Records 
Bureau  Clearance application and undertake appropriate training.
 Base 2000 has two halls which can be hired for meetings and community group activities.  
Enquires to bookings@base2000.co.uk or telephone Colin on 01256 410559.  One-off occasions, 
children’s parties, meetings welcome - consideration given to those wishing to hold a regular activity 
in one or other of the halls. Hire charges range from £3.50 per hour for the smaller hall on weekdays to 
£10/12 per hour for large hall at weekends. 

Page 31

Are you aware of your rights as working Parents?
Rights of working parents
Working parents have the following legal rights:

paid and unpaid maternity leave 
paid paternity leave 
paid and unpaid adoption leave 
to request  exible working hours 
unpaid parental leave for parents of children under  ve (18 if your child is disabled) 
unpaid time off to deal with unexpected problems with the care of dependants.

These rights apply to parents in same-sex as well as in opposite-sex relationships.
Maternity Rights
There are a number of rights for pregnant women given by the law. These are known as statutory rights:-

the right of all pregnant women to take time off work for ante-natal care 
the right of all pregnant women to work in a safe environment 
the right of all pregnant women to claim unfair dismissal if dismissed because of pregnancy 
the right to take up to 52 weeks’ maternity leave 
the right of some pregnant women to Statutory Maternity Pay (SMP), 
the right to return to work after you have had the baby.

 The statutory rights outlined above are minimum rights. Many workers will have better rights in their 
contract of employment.
Paternity leave
If you are a working father, you are entitled to one or two weeks’ paternity leave when you and your 
partner have a child. Most fathers will be entitled to statutory paternity pay for their paternity leave. 
Statutory Paternity Pay is paid at the same rate as Statutory Maternity Pay 
Adoption leave
If you are a working parent who has been matched with a child for adoption or if you have had a child 
placed with you for adoption, you may be entitled to adoption leave. You must have worked for your 
employer for at least 26 weeks ending with the week in which you are noti  ed you have been matched 
with a child for adoption.
Where a couple adopts a child, only one parent is entitled to take adoption leave. The other parent may 
be able to take paternity leave. This includes same-sex couples
The right to ask for  exible workingIf you are the parent of a child, you have the right to work 
 exibly if your child is:

under 17 in England, Wales and Scotland 
under 18 and disabled.

You must also have worked for your employer for at least 26 weeks and must be responsible for your 
child on a day to day basis.
If you are caring for an adult, you also have the right to ask for  exible working. 
Although you have the right to ask to work  exibly, your employer doesn’t have to agree to it. However, 
they must give your request serious consideration and have a good business reason if they decide not to 
agree.
Need Help
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau in The Library, Town Centre can help you any queries you have on 
relationships, mortgage repayment issues, debt, bene  ts and employment problems. We operate a drop 
in service 10am-3.30pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday) and Saturday mornings 10am-12am. 
Telephone 01256 322814.  We will be relocating temporarily in the summer due to the library 
refurbishment.
The CAB outreach service in Popley operates on a Tuesday morning from 10am-12.30pm at the 
Bermuda Practice, Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley
Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Come To Us
Treasure Island Playgroup

Join our fun & friendly 
Playgroup 

or Parent & Toddlers group

We have fully quali  ed & caring 
staff Up to 5 Sessions a week 

FREE
Mon-Fri 9.15am-3.15pm up to 15 hours free for 3 

to 4 year olds
For more information call: 01256 414014

Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters Down Basingstoke, RG24 9PY

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and quali  ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

123456212273

Treasure
Island

Play Group
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End of the season 2009/10
 It has finally come to an end; the 2009/10 
season. It has been a very successful year in terms of 
improvement and development in all age groups at 
the club. We do have very good players at the club.
But it’s the boys and girls who aren’t so good in many 
different ways, who have improved so much through 
the course of the season on their skills, determination, 
commitment, team work and attitude. Some of the 

players I have noticed and have impressed me, just to name a few:-
 Kyren Webster:  has improved over the last 3 months and played a big 
part in the U7s Knights success. His passing and general awareness on the pitch 
is very good, but his goal scoring is second to none, scoring 6 in 1 game! 
 Ryan Mckeaveney: nearly quit 4 months ago because he wanted to 
play right wing, but I knew that he would make a great centre back and since 
he changed his mind and agreed to trust me, he has been outstanding, won his 
place in the side and gelling well with Jacob and Denis in the mid  eld with the 
U11s Tornados
 Nammy Jabego: Is playing a year above himself in the U13s Scorpions 
squad and is more than comfortable at that level, some of his skills, tricks and 
general play are mesmerizing to watch. 
But the player who I think has dramatically improved since last year is:
 Cole Oates: the U9s Dynamos striker has changed his attitude and 
whole outlook to his team, team mates and coaches. Last season, Cole was 
testing everybody’s patients by being lazy, not trying, kicking off and getting 
the hump every 10 minutes. What a turn around; he still has his moments, but I 
reckon another season under his belt and he will become a great player.

Well done boys!
 I would like to thank all who help me run the club, and a big thank you 
to our sponsor Sentinel Housing who have helped me achieve the majority of 
my aims from when I started the club. 

Thanks for your support, United always! 
Lee  
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2010 to be ‘The Year of the Landlord’
 2010 to be ‘the year of the landlord’ With mortgage lenders still being increasing harder 
to borrow from, more than ever people are turning to letting a property instead of buying even 
when this is their prime goal. 
 This ranges from  rst time buyers to business owners which deciding that renting is 
their only option for now. 
 I have noticed a big increase in property owners selling up and going into rented with 
a view of 2-3 years in hope that they can get back on the property market then.
 So good news for landlords, tenants are on the up while it seems right now that there 
are not enough properties on the rental market to sustain the need for tenants.
 I have noticed there is a great need for 3 & 4 bedroom houses for families and have 
taken many calls from people that are selling or have sold and staying with family whilst they 
 nd a good rental property for the next 2-3 years.

 So landlords if you have a property this is prime time to get it on market and if you can 
 nd a great deal to buy another and can obtain a Buy To Let mortgage then this is a great time, 

in my opinion, to be buying for your future investment!

‘Is this the year of the landlord’?

Any questions email: vicki@qpslettings.co.uk

Marnel Community Infant School is OUTSTANDING!

 In February an inspection team from Ofsted arrived at school.
After carrying out a full and detailed inspection involving observing 
lessons,talking to pupils, the school council and parents, interviews with 
the Head Teacher, governors and teaching staff, the overall grade 
awarded to the school was OUTSTANDING ! Obviously everyone 
involved is very proud and delighted with the outcome. By way of a 
celebration, the children were able to plan a ‘Fantastic Friday . The 
children planned and enjoyed learning about a wide range of activities 
in classes including painting, model making, science, cooking, PE and 
ICT.
 This half term we have also been celebrating the achievement 
of some of our Year 2 children who were involved with the Katha Indian 
Dance Project. Kala Arts  co-ordinated the project which culminated 
in a performance at the Haymarket Theatre by children from local 
schools and professional dancers from around the world. It was an 
amazing evening. We are all proud of the children s performance. 

Mrs B.Cole Head Teacher.
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Local sports clubs and leisure facilities are opening their doors to give 
you a chance to drop in, take part and get active.

The Basingstoke Get Active month aims to provide you with 
opportunities to try new activities, meet new people and save money 
at leisure facilities during July.

Great offers include:
  FREE taster sessions at sports clubs
  HALF PRICE swims
  FREE gym classes
  FREE sports lessons
  Two for one deals

Basingstoke
Get Active Month JULY

For full details on how to get active and information on offers, participating leisure facilities 
and sports clubs visit: www.basingstokegetactive.org.uk or call 01256 844844

15862
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
June 2010 

Annual General Meeting – Tuesday 4th May
As always, we were grateful to all of you who attended the 
AGM and Annual Parish Meeting on 4th May.  
The annual election of of  cers returned an unchanged composition for 2010/11.  Positive reports 
were well received from the Parish Council Chairman and Treasurer, as well as from the chairs of 
both the Village Hall and Chute Pavilion committees.  The Parish Council is particularly grateful 
to all those who give their time free of charge for the support of the community.
Basingstoke & Deane BC and Hampshire CC both foresee ‘harder’ times ahead – with the threat 
of reduced funding from central government.  Community self-help may be a feature of the next 
few years – to misquote a popular phrase; ‘ask not what the Parish Council should do for you, 
but what you can do for the community’. 
Local development is again a matter for concern – the Local Development Forum Draft 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) is currently out for public consultation 
– until 21st June 2010.  ALL SSJ Residents are urged to make their  comments to Basingstoke & 
Deane BC.  The document can be accessed and commented on via - (http://www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/planning/ldf/evidencebase/shlaa).  The Parish Council will be sending a formal 
submission – which will be available for review on our website www.ssj.hampshire.org.uk
After refreshments, we were treated to an energetic talk from Dave Norgate, 
Group Manager of the  Basingstoke Group of the Hampshire Fire Service.  Recent improvements 
in  re-  ghting services are noteworthy – and you should also note that the Fire Service will visit 
your home to advise you regarding  re risks, and supply and  t smoke detectors free of charge!
Just a pity a few more of us couldn’t attend the Meeting!  

Affordable Housing  Community Action Hampshire (CAH) is always looking to assist Parish 
Councils who wish to develop small sites (less than 10 houses) to meet local needs for affordable 
housing.  These can be extremely successful.  Following the presentation by CAH, the Parish 
Council will review the current situation in SSJ; no decision to proceed will be made without 
Parish consultation.  You may have informed views on the idea; the Parish Council would be 
pleased to hear from you (via the Parish Clerk).
 
Greening Campaign  Do NOT miss the of  cial LAUNCH EVENT of the SSJ Greening 
Campaign – Chute Pavilion at 2pm on Sunday 4th July.
 
SID 2  The Parish Council is considering the purchase of a second SID to be used in SSJ Village 
and Merton Rise / Marnel Park.  Do you have any thoughts on this, or on the success of the 
 rst unit?

Next Parish Council Meeting – SSJ Village Hall Monday 28th June at 7.30pm.

SSJPC website – www.ssj.hampshire.org.uk

Julian Crawley
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EVEREST HEALTH &  LEISURE CLUB 
HEALTH & FITNESS CLASSES (from 19/4/10) 

 
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE WITH A GYM MEMBERSHIP 

VISITORS/GUESTS ARE WLECOME—£4.75 PER CLASS. 
 
Body Balance-the Yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates workout that builds flexibility and strength and leaves you feeling cen-
tred and calm. 
 
Body Pump-the ultimate strength training programme which works the entire body with resistance plates/
weights.  
 
Legs,Bums & Tums -a low impact session to tone up and shape up those areas that matter. 
 
Body Conditioning— a class for all featuring a selection of aerobics, balance, leg and upper body conditioning, 
abdominals and interval training. 
 

OUR TEACHERS 
 
                                           Rachel                       Louise                              
 

Day Time Class 
Ability/

Level Type Location Teacher 

Monday 7.15-8.15pm 
BODY                       

CONDITIONING All Conditioning Studio Rachel 

Tuesday 6-7pm 
                                       

BODY PUMP All 
Strength &     
Conditioning Studio  Rachael 

 Wednesday 7.30-8.30pm 
 LEGS, BUMS & TUMS       

(+ Aerobics) Int Conditioning Studio  Louise 

Thursday 6.15-7.15pm  BODY BALANCE All Mind & Body LRC Louise 

Saturday 10-11am 

                                    
LEGS, BUMS & TUMS     

Low Impact All Conditioning Conference  Louise 

 Sunday 10-11am BODY PUMP All 
Strength &    
Conditioning Studio  Louise 
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Lions Charity Cycle Ride – Sunday 13 June 2010
The Lions Annual Cycle Ride will take place this year on 13 June starting from 
Queen Mary’s College at between 9 and 10 am. Proceeds from the event will 
bene  t local good causes that come to the notice of The Lions Club. Riders 
can however nominate a Charity of their choosing if they collect sponsorship. 
Entry for the event remains unchanged at £6. Sponsorship is welcome but not 
essential. 57 riders took part last year and thoroughly enjoyed their morning out 
in our beautiful countryside.

The routes for the Ride follow country lanes to the south of the town. There is 
a choice of 3 distances varying between 10 and 30 miles to accommodate the 
full range of abilities. It is not a race, it is intended as an enjoyable morning out 
for families, friends and individuals who enjoy some stimulating exercise and 
would like to raise some money for charity. In the past the event has funded 
donations to REHAB, CLIC (childhood cancer support), Naomi House, and 
many others as well as individual cases. Many of our riders return year after year, 
but new participants are always welcome. There is no need to enter in advance, 
you can just turn up and complete the formalities on the day. But, if you want to 
avoid this entry forms can be obtained by phoning 01256 352393 or emailing  
philipjhwilson@btinternet.com

New monthly club for the blind and visually impaired….

 Basingstoke Care Association for the Blind [BCAB], is a new club 
meeting the last Thursday of each month. Pop in for a chat; meet new people in 
the community; touch and demo some new products;  nd what is out there for 
you; and have your say in the running of this brand new club.
Meeting dates:- Thursday 29th July, Thursday 26th August, and Thursday 30th 
September,10.30 am till 12.30pm.
 University of Winchester, Chute House Campus, Church Street, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 7QT
 For more information: Tel: 0700 58 09 132, E-mail: info@
blinkfundraising.co.uk

Web: www.bcab.me.uk
All, welcome.

**FREE Transport available. **
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SSt. Gabriel’s Church  
30th Anniversary Party! 

 

The present Church building was 
completed in July 1980 and has served 

the Popley community ever since. 
 

We are having a party to celebrate this 
special anniversary, so come along and 

join us. 
 

Saturday 10th July from 3.30pm. 
 

St. Gabriel’s Church,  
Tewkesbury Close off Popley Way. 

 

Books, Bric-a-brac, Plants, 
Tombola, Raffle, Games and Activities 

Refreshments  
 

Fun for all the family!! 
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Phillips’ Legal Corner   
   
Ques  on:
My mother is going into residen  al care and has been told she 
needs to sell her home.  She’s rather frail and needs someone to 
act on her behalf, what can we do to help?

Answer: 
Ben Holden, solicitor at Phillips, explains how you can help a 
rela  ve who may become mentally or physically incapable of managing his/her own 
a  airs

‘When an elderly or in  rm rela  ve goes into residen  al care it can be very stressful for 
all concerned’ says Ben Holden, solicitor. ‘This can be especially di   cult if your rela  ve 
develops demen  a or any other age-related mental health problems.  

The best way that you can help your mother, providing she is not mentally incapacitated, 
is to suggest that she has a Las  ng Power of A  orney (LPA) prepared for her.  This is a 
legal document that will enable her to appoint a family member or trusted friend to 
deal with her a  airs.  There are two types of LPA but the most appropriate one for your 
mother, if she needs to sell her home, is the one dealing with property and  nancial 
a  airs.  The LPA comes into play either when your mother chooses or when her mental 
health declines.  The second type of LPA deals with health and welfare, for example 
making choices about care homes or deciding upon medical treatment.

The person making the LPA has to be of sound mind but if your mother has a pre-exis  ng 
mental illness such as demen  a, then her GP may have to be approached to con  rm 
whether she is mentally capable.   If your mother is de  nitely not of sound mind, then 
unfortunately family members cannot make an LPA on her behalf.  Instead a member 
of her family will have to apply to the Court of Protec  on for a Deputyship Order.   This 
process can take up to 6 to 12 months and is o  en very stressful and expensive.

My advice to you is don’t leave your family a  airs to chance – your mother should make 
an LPA at the earliest opportunity, whilst she is in rela  vely good health, it’s a lot less 
stressful and expensive that applying to the Court of Protec  on.  If you have any ques  ons 
or would like to pop in for a chat, please call me on 01256 854 618.’

Ben Holden is a solicitor specialising in Wills, Las  ng Powers of A  orney, Probate and 
Trusts
He is also a member the Society of Trust and Estate Prac   oners (STEP) and Solicitors for 
the Elderly
Email Ben on bholden@phillips-law.co.uk or call him on 01256 854 618 
Find out more at www.phillips-law.co.uk 
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Unless some more volunteer helpers come forward, Age Concern may be forced to close 
it’s Popley Activity Centre. 
 
This social club for elderly local residents was officially opened by the Mayor, Councillor 
Rose Wellman in January 2002.  Each week we welcome 20 older people to Abbey Court 
who join Abbey Court residents for games, quizzes and other activities all suitable for older 
people. 
 
All of our clubs are run by a team of willing and helpful volunteers who make sure everyone 
enjoys themselves and they also encourage independence and friendships. 
 
For personal reasons 2 of the original volunteers have to now step down and another 
member of the team is moving away from Basingstoke. 
 
Can you help each Wednesday from 9.30am til 1.00pm so that our older folk can still enjoy 
their day out? 
 
CRB and references are required and more information is available from Beverley Jones on 
01256 423871. 
 
 
BEVERLEY JONES 
COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER 
 
 

Head Office Address:  Age Concern Hampshire, 1 St Cross Road, Winchester, Hants SO23 9JA  -   Reg. Charity Number:  290874 

in 
BASINGSTOKE  

The Orchard 
White Hart Lane 

Basingstoke 
Hants  RG21 4AF 

Tel:  01256 423874 
Fax:  01256 423876 

e-mail:  beverley @ageconcernbasingstoke.org.uk 

website:  www.ageconcernbasingstoke.org.uk 

 
NEWS RELEASE - URGENT 
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new football club needs
boys & girls
u/6 – u/15’s

all home games played at
everest community college

please call karen to enquire
01256 - 466442

   
 

“Here to Serve, Here to Clean”
 

0844 504 9552  –  07880 762257 
 

 
We can clean your Office, House, Car, Caravan or Boat 

 
 

Cleaning Service 
 
 

                                                             

  

                                               
 
 

Car Valeting Service 
 

                                                       

 

                                           
 

    
 

Basingstoke based and fully Insured for your 
peace of mind 

  

               

                                                            
 
 

Please see our website for more details 
 

www.boatmancleaning.co.uk 
Email: liz@boatmancleaning.co.uk 

Special 
OAP 

Rates Cleaning Vouchers from £25 
 

Car Valeting Vouchers from 
£55

“Restore 
That Floor” 
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DIARIES FROM
BASINGSTOKES

THE OLD CODGER
 Well, well, well one-hundredth edition of Popley Matters, 
Happy Birthday. 
 Well done to all that have worked so hard keeping it going 
through good and bad times. There are two that work every hour 
they can  t in to produce the magazine each month: Jane and 
Paul. With their little group of helpers they should be congratulated. To see how it 
has grown up over the years was like looking at a child growing to adulthood again’ 
well done. As you all know I have not written for some time now but I felt that as you 
are a hundred editions old it should be applauded.
  As for me over the last six months, I am still writing and still trying to get 
the capitol to produce my children’s book again. It could be put into shops and part 
of the pro  ts I would like to go towards local sports equipment. The problem is you 
keep hitting brick walls. There are a lot of Arts Grants but I have not been successful 
so far. I hoped that by donating some of the pro  t I might have got somewhere. Most 
of these grants go to drama, not literature. Still, I will not dwell on the subject. 
 This year is a special year for Her Indoors and I, but you can read that in 
December. Jane has kindly suggested that my piece be published then.
 Her Indoors and my son banned me from my garden shed. It was built not 
long after we moved here and has stood the test of time, that’s until they told me it was 
about to fall down. So down it came and we contacted the Council. Yes, no problem. 
We paid them a small fee and it was all gone. The two workmen that took it away 
were great and we can only thank them for that. I really did not want Her Indoors 
lump it down to the tip. Well she could hurt herself then who would look after me or 
cook and do the cleaning? See I do think a lot of her! Now I have a new shed but I 
again would like to thank some local builders, Mansell and Baram for assisting me 
in laying down the base for the shed. Sentinel and Mansell asked Baram if any of 
their men would help me and make the OC a happy man. It just goes to show there 
are still people out there willing to assist when they can. A BIG THANKS AGAIN 
TO YOU ALL. 
 Takes me back to when I was young and the words that my grandfather taught 
me, I have stood by that all my life. I put that story in Popley Matters late last year if 
you still have a copy of it cut it out and put in your childrens rooms. That way a good 
strong community is built because they will also remember the words my grandfather 
told me “TRUTH”. Well again Happy Birthday Popley Matters. I hope to write 
again soon, I may even be a bit kinder to Her Indoors WHAT AM I SAYING!!!
 Take Care

THE OLD CODGER.      
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PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with free local 

delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a  xed hourly rate of only 
£25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@  xyourcomp.co.uk
www.  xyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING
DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES 
& D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com

 

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models
Cars & light Commercials

Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers

Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery & collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly & personal service call mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00pm-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT Cheques accepted. 

Minimum £5.00 & with banker’s Card
Telephone orders welcome

Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 
Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 

Some of our food may contain ingredients
 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize

Menu’s Available
http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf
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                      “Aiming High, Achieving Together” 

 Various Stalls, Activities and Display Arena 
 

 Football themed event with           
matches and shootouts 

 Refreshments & BBQ 
 Raffle and Bottle Tombola 
 Traditional Fete Games 
for Little Ones 

 2 Bouncy Castles  
Wear them out before England play 
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Popley East: I'd like to thank all the 
people in East Popley who voted for me in 
the local elections on 6th May. I am very 
pleased to be returned for the  fth time 
as your elected representative, this time 
with the highest vote ever recorded in the 
ward.
 This is a time of great change for 
Popley: the building and regeneration work 
is the most comprehensive seen in Popley 
for 40 years. Considerable disruption has 
taken place over the past 3 years, and 
some schemes, such as the regeneration 
of the Faroe Close and Maldive Road  ats 
off the A33, are only just starting. I would 
ask you all to bear with us over the next 
3 years until all the work is done: good 
teamwork has paid dividends and it will be 
even more important in the future.
 While I am here, I would also 
like to give a big thank you to everyone 
involved in the Popley Festival on 16th 
May.
 It is an event I am very proud 
to be involved with and we estimate 
between 8,000 and 10,000 people braved 
the weather on the day - fortunately the 
worst of the rain held off until 3pm. Yours 
Faithfully, Cllr Andrew McCormick Labour, 
Popley East

Councillors Page: I have met with both Hampshire County Council Of  cers and 
Basingstoke and Deane to talk about the Merton Rise development phases 2a north, central  
and south 2c north and south,2d, 3a north and south 3b north and south 4a and 5. The planning 
application has now expired. It now gives the opportunity to relook at the housing mix and retail 
provision. We have requested that there should be more than the 26% of affordable homes that 
would have been provided in the old application, less  ats and no higher than three storeys, 
more family homes with gardens, some much needed bungalows, better provision for rubbish 
collection and recycling and a better provision for parking. 
We will be working together with Sherborne St John Parish and of course we will be having 
public consultation meetings with all residents.  The  rst meeting will provisionally be booked 
for July.  We will keep you informed in Popley Matters.
The completely unfounded rumour that a transit site for Travellers and Gypsies being built on 
any part of these sites or Popley should now be  rmly put to bed. Cllr Jane Frankum 819924, 
write to 405 Abbey Road or email cllr.jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk.

Popley West: Thank you to all the 
residents that went out to vote and especially 
those that voted for me to continue to represent 
all of Popley West for the next four years.
The Popley Partnership questionnaire that 
went out to all the residents received around 
200 replies. The top concerns were parking, 
dealing with cleanliness (bins), keeping our 
existing open spaces in the estates, bus service 
especially travelling from Popley East to West 
and new developments, and generally keeping 
the estates tidy with some areas needing it more 
than others. We will be working with partners 
to try to address the concerns.
May I remind those that want to attend the 
second scrutiny meeting  on provision in 
Basingstoke and Deane  for travellers and 
Gypsies that it is on June 30th at 6-30pm in 
the civic offices. If you want to speak to the 
committee you will need to let the committee 
services know. Phone 844844 and they will put 
you through to the right department.
We have noticed that a large number of walls 
have been damaged with what appears to be a 
hammer and in some cases the walls have been 
partially or fully knocked down. The police and 
other authorities have been informed, if you see 
anyone doing this criminal damage or have any 
information please call 101.
 If you have any concerns or want to contact me 
my details are phone 472496/819924 or write to 
Popley Labour, 405 Abbey Road, Popley West, 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 9EL
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What’s On @ Community, Everest Community College 
Reception 01256 337573

Mini Get With – Tuesday 1st June – Friday 4th June  
Booking Day -  Saturday 22nd May 10am-12noon – 50p per session
Summer Get With – it’s going to be bigger and better! – 4 weeks commencing Mon 26th 
July – 50p per session or £1 per day
Booking days - Weeks 1&2 on Saturday 19th June; Weeks 3&4 on Saturday 26th June
Tennis – 3 courts are now up –costs per court per hour; adult £6.00  under 16 £3.00 Members 
free (guest fee £1.50).
Family Fun Courses – one adult one child - £16 per pair – 4 weeks – Book Now!
Beginners Trampoline – 4.30-5.30pm – 15/22 June & 6/13 July
Continuing Trampoline – 5.30-6.30pm – 15/22 June & 6/13 July
Cooking – 4.00-5.30pm – Starts Mon 7th June
Icing Techniques – 5.30-7.30pm – Starts Mon 7th June
Following on from our all inclusive dance workshops last term, the return of the ever 
popular Dance Michael Jackson and Dance High School Musical workshops – Cost £2.00 – 
all ages, genders and abilities - Book Now!
Michael Jackson - Fri 4th June 5-6.30pm
High School Musical – Fri 11th June 5-6.30pm
Roller Hockey Taster Session run by Stewart Wright from Planet Ice
Every Tuesday – 5-6pm - £1 – All equipment provided or bring your own – Ages 8+  Book 
Now!
Gospel Singing Group – Every Saturday 1.30-3pm. Call Odun  07825 868721
Recreational Dance Classes term time on Wednesday and Thursday with Amy Fowler, 
Rhythm Central – all ages—for details call 07811299484  www.rhythmcentraldance.com
Singing For Fun Group – Mondays 7.30-9.30pm – Call Craig & Jane Cole 07868 841629
Birthday Parties – need an idea? We have sports facilities plus a room available to have a 
bite to eat – Call Now!

Basingstoke Breast Cancer - Self Help Group 

 We are a group of woman who have or have had breast cancer. 
We meet once a month for self help and practical support at the Ark 
Conference Centre which is at the rear of North Hampshire Hospital

 We meet Tuesdays 7.00 - 9.00pm. 2010 meeting dates:- 22 June, 13th 
July, 24th August, 28 September, 26th October, 23rd November and 21st 
December.
 If you feel we could be of any help or just want to meet up, please feel 
free to just come along to any of the meetings. If you would like any further 
information, you can call Angela on the following number 07939641187
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AGM
We will be holding our AGM on Monday 28th June 2010 
at 7.30pm. All are welcome. Please speak to Vicki in the 
of  ce if you would like to become a committee member, 
new blood always welcomed!
Find us on Facebook!
We are now on Facebook. Join our group: Melrose Hall. 
We will be keeping this group updated with up coming 
events. We would love to hear from you.

WHATS ON:
MONDAY:   10.00am-12pm  Friendly Café  
    7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:  3.30-7.30pm Petite School of Dance 
    9.30am-2.30pm Marnel Early Years
WEDNESDAY: 10.00-11.30am Popley Little People, Mother and Toddler group 
    9.00-11.00am  Quit Smoking Clinic
    12-2pm  Oasis Lunch club
THURSDAY: 10.00am-12pm Friendly Café
FRIDAY:   6.30-7.45pm MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
    8.00-9.15pm MCF Youth Club - age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY: 9.00am-12.30pm Petite School of Dance 
SUNDAY:   MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 for times of 

services.

Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding 
receptions, and conferences. Please Ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 
420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@tiscali.
co.uk.

Popley Characters
 Do you remember this person? Who is he?  Where 
is he now? Are there other photos of characters who have 
lived or worked in Popley that you may know about? Do 
you remember the “hole” and the headline “The police are 
looking into it”? What about the stories connected with 
“White Horse Pond”? Let us know.

 Email editor@popleymatters.org.uk or write to 
Popley Matters Group PO Box 6727 Basingstoke RG24 
9GG
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Hampshire’s Biggest Boredom Buster is Back
at Everest Community College

• 30 Different Activities • Four Weeks of Fun • 26 July - 20 August

Everest Community College and Sentinel Housing are gearing up to launch
this year’s Get With summer activity programme and it’s shaping up to be
bigger and better than ever. 
What’s on? 
As well as old favourites like • football • cookery • and street dance 
why not try something new like • roller hockey • designing your own
computer game • or new age kurling?
We’ve got more taster sessions for older teens, with the • DIY House • Car
Mechanics • DJ-ing.

How to book
As usual places are limited, so
make sure you get down to
Everest Community College,
on Saturday 19 June, 10am - 2pm
to book for week one and two and
on Saturday 26 June, 10am - 2pm
to book for week three and four.

There’s
two sessions a day

(10am – 12 and 1pm –
3pm)  each session only costs

50p.
We’ve got special deals for

Sentinel customers, so don’t
miss out, visit

www.sentinelha.org.uk 
to find out more.

And there’s more .
Following the success of last year’s
X Factor competition we’re looking
for even more local talent with a
Get With’s Got Talent contest. So
if you juggle, sing, tell jokes or
have any other talent, this is your
chance to shine. 

So don’t get bored,

Supported by; Everest Community College, Sentinel Housing Association, Extended Services,
Hampshire County Council and Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
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Cornerstone Nursery News
May 2010

Cornerstone Miss Muffets in Popley 
Way – 01256 840300 

 In May we had a dressing up day as the 
children were interested in being princesses and princes, we arranged for a local 
limousine company to come to the nursery for the children to look at and sit in 
which they all enjoyed and the local Gazette came in to  take photos.
 The children have enjoyed watching their vegetables grow and they have 
been looking after them well.  They have all been enjoying our outside area which 
we have recently improved.  The baby room have enjoyed lots of sensory activities 
including body painting, water play and getting messy with corn  our.

Cornerstone Nursery in Priestly Road – 01256 818118  
 We are starting to plan exciting events for the summer, we are organising 
a summer fete, which will be held in July.  This will be open to the public and 
further details will follow in next month s Popley Matters, so please keep your 
eye out.
 We are planning events for all of the children who will sadly leave us to go 
to school this year. Many of the children have been here for the last 4 years so 
we will miss them all greatly but plan to celebrate their time with us by holding a 
leaving party for them all in July.  We also have our nursery photographer coming 
in to take a group photo of all of the school leavers so they have souvenir of their 
time with us.
 World Cup fever has hit the nursery and throughout the tournament we 
will be having  ag days, these days represent the different countries and the 
children can chose a colour to wear from that  ag.

Cornerstone Sunrise at Aldworth College – 01256 356166 
 This month our babies and toddlers have been focussing on sensory 
activities and texture , so they have been involved in body painting with 
 uorescent paint, sand and investigating different materials and textures.
  Our older children have been out in the garden more due to the good 
weather and have now seen the results of the vegetables and salad seeds they 
planted in April. We now have potatoes and runner beans starting to sprout, 
and we picked the lettuce and rocket and ate it for lunch last week! All children 
agreed it was very tasty. 

  All settings currently have spaces in all age groups but 
spaces are limited so please contact the managers at your 
preferred setting.
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees  xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

 

 

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN

   

 


