FAST FARE

Your Local Fami I Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) & (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week
Monday-Friday 8:00 am — 9:00 pm Saturday 8.30 am — 9.30 pm Sunday 9:00 am-9:00 pm
Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
<, Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

w
Q Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries ; ‘h
&’ DVD Rentals NO MEMBERSHIP FEE Pd 2
"\ rall We Accept Milk Tokens o

#\¢  Recharge your Gas Card, Electric Key, BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence ¢
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services
International Calling Cards
Fax service National & International
Photocopying service
Please ask Help us to Help you
If you, don't see what you want in the store, ﬁs‘]kland we will try and Q'F

Don ‘t miss ot on our monthly premier offers

FASTFARE PHARMACY

UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS TEL/FAX 01256 357 637
FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

If you use any of the surgeries listed:- Bermuda (Shakespeare House), Gillies Health Centre,
Bramleys Grange, Church Grange, Chineham, East Barn, Hackwood Practice, Lytchpit, Marlowe
(Shakespeare House), Overbridge, Southern,(Paddock Road) you can get your prescriptions filled at
Fastfare Pharmacy.

There is also a free collect and deliver service for your prescriptions. We can also take your repeat
prescription collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or Private.

WE OFFER WIDE RANGE OF OTHER SERVICES AND FACILITIES

* We dispense NHS and Private prescriptions * Free pickup, collection and delivery of prescription(s)
* Patient medication record system for help and service * Nomad System for patient needing help taking
medication on time and regularly * Blood pressure testing and monitoring facility * Diabetic check up and
monitoring facility * Cholesterol checking facility and help * Provision for private consultation area for
patients * Help for safe disposal of unused /out dated medicine * Providing help and support to Nursing
homes with patient care and medication requirements * Advice on medication and treatment of minor illness
if need be by Pharmacist * Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available * There is a stock of Motability
Equipment for hire or purchase just ask and help us to help you. For further details ring @& 357637

J/!'ll Opening Hours
= - Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
1) HELP US TO HELP YOU - PLEASE ASK
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L Message from the Editor:- The Popley Matters Team wish each
8 and every one of you Seasons Greetings and a very Happy Christmas
B time. Lets hope the New Year will be good to you all too.

December is such an important and exciting time for so many people. |
hope we all remember those who will find it hard, either because they
are cold and finding finances difficult or will be lonely and missing
their loved ones. Just keep an eye out for your friends and neighbours

Editor sometimes just a “Hello” and “How are you?” lights up their life.
Jane Frankum | Hopefully we won’t have such heavy snowfalls this winter. At least

I hear that new government advice means you wont get sued if you
clear your paths and someone falls over. It seemed to be used by all sorts of people and
organisations as an excuse to do nothing. One hint I would say is please do not use cat litter
on pathways etc. It is clay based and hold’s water so when it starts to thaw it spreads like
chalk and is just a slippery as ice is. It also stains your carpets and causes them to rot.
Please remember it is now 30mph along Popley Way and Carpenters Down. New signage
will soon be installed as the first ones were not suitable.

Will you be making New Year resolutions? If one of them is to get
fitter or go out more perhaps you would consider delivering Popley
Matters? We need at least four new volunteers. We also welcome
articles written by our readers and our advertising rates are among the |g
cheapest, if you are starting up a new venture or group. :

If you want to write an article, advertise or be a volunteer &=

for Popley Matters, contact us Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King ‘
Sub Editor
Paul Frankum

411113 via email editor@popleymatters.org.uk, or write to Popley

Matters Group, PO Box 6727, Basingstoke RG24 9GG.

To pass back ideas, comments, suggestions, articles or to offer help please write to:(— Popley Matters
Group, P.O. Box 6727, Basingstoke RG24 9GG, e-mail: editor@popleymatters.org.uk. The views in
this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team, the members of the committee, or
Popley Forum/Matters.

Editorial Team:— Editor Jane Frankum; Sub—Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Iris King; Treasurer
Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney

Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Smith;
Stuart Humphries; George Cousins; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell; Sheila Brandes; Elaine Dennis;
Carole Whetton; Maud Prowting; Anne Marks; Wendy Taylor; Maz Higgs, Jo Micallef; John Perrin; Linda Austen;
Sophie Baker; Gloria and Trevor Atkins; Doreen Phillips and Tessa Hollingshead
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cornerstone

Quality,
Flexible, S

Affordable, Child care

We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child
care

Mature experienced staff

A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in

A self contained sleep room for when children need rest

A focus on wholesome food — freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on

e Affordability — we’re cheaper than you think
e Flexibility — you can send your child for 4 or
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

e 17 Hours per week totally free

15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

e ONLY £3 for each hour after that

* During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 — we’re just

around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)




Beckie’s Column

Hello! Bit cold outside now, isn’t it? | wonder if we will have snow for
Christmas this year...

Have you heard of Young Enterprise? I’m part of it. It’s where year 10s get
a chance to see what it’s like to be part of a company. We actually make
and sell products. It’s really good. I’m part of Everest’s company: \Voice.

If you are interested, we are selling Christmas candle logs and iPod/
iPhone covers. We might be personalizing them as well. We would like to
sell the most products so please come and buy them on 11th December in
town. That’s when we have our first trade fair so at the moment we are all
rushing around making sure everything is ready for it!!

Everest also did a day where the younger years actually took over the
school. It was quite funny watching all the new Year 7s walking around in
their formal ‘teacher’ clothes. They took over the jobs of the teachers for
the day: some even took the Headteachers job!

In the last column | mentioned about the Mary Rose Exhibition. | went
to it a couple of weeks ago to see how good it was and | was a little
disappointed. There wasn’t actually much there really: a couple of cabinets
with bits of clothes and accessories which had little bits of information
next to them. | was expecting there to be a lot more. Although, the bits
that were there were quite interesting to look at, it only took us a little a
while to see it all...

And finally — It’s great that the speed limit has been reduced to 30mph
along Popley Way and Carpenters Down but a lot of drivers don’t seem to
be taking any notice.

Seeya!
Beckie.
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RIP David Cockerill

There is not a lot | can say about Dad that the people of Popley don't already
know.

He was a helper, a listener, a joker and a Christian. Popley mattered to Dad.
Can I thank everyone for all their kind words? The good things they have said
about Dad have made me feel very proud to have been his daughter. Thank you. We
will all miss him.
Dad lived his life to help people - help someone every day and think of him.
From your Daughter
Anne

Popley said goodbye to David. The funeral was so beautiful, friendly and moving.
David's daughter brought out a shopping trolley loaded with memories of David and his life.
So many wonderful stories with each and every item. It was like peeling an onion with yet
another layer to unveil the life of a great man. From his love of football QPR (oh well, no one’s
completely perfect) and cricket to all the things he did for other people.

David's Men's Race for Life medals were there, one for all 10 years it had been run.
This year David was given the number one to wear this year in recognition of his work and
involvement. Of course Popley Matters was in there with the large copy that celebrated the
100th issue. David was at the back. All you can see is a tuft of his hair and a shoulder. I know
he was hiding with a big grin on his face. Such was the man, that his daughter didn't know till
| pointed out that he was there on the photo, he hadn't even told her. The church was filled to
capacity with people who loved and respected David so very much.

Bye David, it has been an absolute privilege to have known you Jane and Team XXX
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Your nearest florist Is
HAMPSHITE Your Country Florist K.J. SERVICES
ESCUE .- - .
ERVICE ~ Award Winning Florist Any Household Maintenance
Traditional and contemporary
flowe_rs for every . % « Decorating
Xmas & New Year. occasion. ’ .‘ﬁ « Plumbing
\Visit our website : * Carpentry
Fairy Lights And Candles: ffor inspiration! _ _ « Flooring
#  Fairy lights make your home look festive and bright, but it is important to remember to Helen Cooper — Senior Florist and Shop « Gardening
use them safely. Manager « Bricklavin
. ! : : Luan Squire — Senior Florist and Corporate . ying .
€ Fairy lights and Christmas tree lights don’t get used very often, so you should ensure Billi « Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted
they're in good working order before using them: i LY .
# - Check that the fuse in the plug is the right size. 1 Reading Road, Chineham,
& - Replace any blown bulbs Basingstoke RG24 8LN Free Estimates
# Don't let the bulbs touch anything that can burn easily, such as paper or fabrics (be Tel/Fax: 01256 840222
especially careful with other Christmas tree decorations). Ample Car Parking
# Always unplug fairy lights when you leave the house or go to bed Visit our website 01256 364872
. 4 % ' www.yourcountryflorist.co.uk 07944 027980
)

Candles can be dangerous, if you do use them in your home, always put them out
when you leave the room, and keep them away from flammable materials such as
greeting cards and decorations. = Th e 50 p | U S = W h O Says y 0 Ll

# Never place candles on a Christmas tree. Pl m b | N S y
o o h L
# Candles and nightlights are often used in celebrations for Christmas, they should never u _ g - L Ca n t gE‘t a n
be put in or by a Christmas tree, plants, flowers or other foliage. You should also be ° EI eCt” Cal ' )

careful that ribbons and other decorations aren't near any candle flames.

Wz Dentist?

« Handyman

Don't Drink & Drive; Have a soft drink and stay alive!

We’re accepting

You can't calculate your alcohol limit. * Free estimates

2 Ps
B It takes less than you might think to become a drink driver. « Friendly advice g
# Nearly one in six of all deaths on the road involve drivers who are over the legal * On-line discount :
alcohol limit. * NICEIC & Part P eW

At Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service we hope that you do not have to invite us round during

A 2
your festivities and -hope you have a safe, enjoyable, fire and incident free celebration.
Serving business & domestic customers

| ; ) . Check our web site for helpful information

Useful contact points and further information: and special offers. Now

Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service: www.hantsfire.gov.uk 08 2 2 O 9

Community Fire Safety Department: 023 8062 6809 - 45 5 4 5 Te l 01 2 5 é 3 2 866 2

Email: community.firesafety@hantsfire.gov.uk . www.th 850p lus.co.uk visit ADP Basingstoke al @

lih Cenire,

YOU CAN By the 50plus for people of all ages —— ';%f.:r“ ccad-. -
PREVENTIT
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IT'S been a fantastic month for MFC Popley. Thanks
to the help of ClIr Jane Frankum, who has been a staunch
supporter and advocate of the Club ever since its inception
in 2005, the Club has been awarded a grant of £1,315 out
of the £10,000 budget so kindly put up by Hampshire
County Council to support local initiatives.

The Club has already earmarked this money to send
eight of its Managers and coaches on FA Level 1 Coaching
Badge courses as part of its ambition to have MFC Popley
reach FA Charter Standard Club status, a goal which
would enable them to provide an even better service to their players.

Right now MFC Popley has teams at U7s, U8s, U9s, U10,s Ulls, U12s, Ul4s
and U16s. However, it has plenty of scope for further growth and development. MFC
Popley want to see more local youngsters coming along to train and play for them and
they'd particularly like to see even more girls get involved. Girls can play Mini Soccer
from U7s to U10s and there are leagues for girls at U12s and U14s too. Any player
who wants to get involved should ask their parent or carer to contact lan Davies, Club
Secretary, on 07884 185 693 to train to come in for a training session with the relevant
age group.

The Club currently trains and plays its home Mini Soccer games at Marnel
Junior School and Chineham Park School, while the U1ls and above are playing
their full-size pitch matches at Everest and Sherborne Road. Long term, the Club is
seeking it’s own bespoke home ground with Popley Fields, land close to John Hunt,
and Chineham Park among the options being discussed with Basingstoke & Deane
Borough Council.

In the meantime, the U7s and U8s, both playing noncompetitive football at

LET IN 48 HOURS!

QPS LETTINGS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
WE HAVE TENANTS WAITING FOR PROPERTY TO LET

TAKE THE QPS CHALLENGE: IF WE DO NOT LET YOUR PROPERTY WITH IN 4 WEEKS

WE WILL DECREASE OUR LET FEE TO £150.00
T&CS APPLY

CALL 01256 355 999/ 0845 459 9000
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qgpslettings.co.uk or email info@qpslettings.co.uk

——_ Homelet- & rightmovecou Am%

TAKING THE RESS OUT OF PROPERTY RENTAL The UK's number one properly wobsite

DONNAWILLIAMS

Your Fully Qualified Local Interior Designer

those ages, continue to show promise as do the U9s. At U10s, the Dynamos continue Increase the value of your home by improving your interior

to do the Club proud in their elite division title race with Andover New Street.

The Ulls and Ul2s are both acquitting themselves well, while the Ul4s
recently notched a convincing win over Kingsclere at Sherborne Road. The U16s are
also making progress.

Junction Improvements
Notice to all local residents:- we will shortly be commencing the
junction improvement works at the Carpenters Down and Popley
Way “T” junction. These works may take up to 6 months to complete
but we will endeavour to complete them as soon as possible with the
least amount of inconvenience possible.
Gary Webster

« Full curtains and blinds service
« Over 10 years' experience
« Free design and planning service

« Specialises in Kitchens
 Using major appliances

e Affordable prices

« Uses qualified tradesmen

Donna always gives the personal touch with attention to detail

Donna Williams
01256 320851
Taylor 07834464386

As seen on TV with Tommy Walsh

Wimpey
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Terry’s Memoirs Chapter 4
’Start of Hate”

In the RAF at Cosford Hospital | was promptly given a lumbar puncture, for no
apparent reason, and then confined to bed. | was advised to stay still on one side.
However, the next morning all the wounded that could walk were tipped out of
bed for daily cleaning duties in the ward.
The Duty Sergeant observed me still stuck on my side
C’mon off your a.... you b....., but | stayed quite still as ordered. He grabbed hold
of me and pulled me off the bed and onto the floor, banging my head and spine.
The Medical Officer appeared, and there was a very bad tempered exchange
between the Sergeant and the Doctor.
| was helped back to bed and had to keep completely still, and | also had to be fed
like a baby. Two days later, a medical discharge form was given to me and I was
thrown out of the hospital with no explanation.
This started a very deep hatred for all things, for all things military, and for the
Crown.
Today, | still suffer from spinal problems that have ruined my whole life.
Apparently, the Medical Officer took a substantial bribe from the Regimental EO
and | was discharged home to London where | became a postman. | became more
settled and happy with my lot.
My boss was one Jack Penny and even today, ranks as the very best of all managers
with whom | have worked, always popular.
However trouble popped up yet again whilst delivering mail to cover a guy’s
sick time. No problem at all. That was until | reached the home of film star Jack
Hawkins. He had an outdoor post box above the hedge by his front gate. The box
was rotted and broken away so, not expecting any problems, I advanced towards
the house only to be confronted by Jack himself. He really got mad with me,
despite my explanation. So | went back to the box as ordered and put in the letters
that promptly fell on the ground. It was snowing heavily that day so his mail
got nice and sopping wet. Upon my return | was summoned to the boss’s office
to learn that Jack Hawkins had made a formal complaint about me. Being a fair
man, the boss took me up to Jack’s house, examined the broken mail box, ordered
me back to the van, stepped up to the house, confronted Jack, and fought my
corner like a champ. Jack was advised to repair his mail box or he would have no
further deliveries at his premises. Just as that problem subsided, there was more
trouble in store, but that’s another story....

Page 4

Basingstoke Discovery Centre \/ W

OFEN’N@

/TR AVAGANZAL

Be Our Guest

30 November and 4 December
In Festival Place by the Church Street entrance

www.discoverycentres.co.uk/basingstoke

2 Hampshire
@ County Council www.hants.gov.uk
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

1l
1:\“_,\"—“{?5 REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068
= = 40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE TELEPHONE
CELAN BASINGSTOKE HANTS OFFICE: 01256 363156

RG24 9PE HALL: 01256 308442

We have excellent Popley Explorers Pre-school here Monday to Friday

8.30am-3.00pm Also available- Breakfast and Lunch club (for further details
contact Elaine on 01256-308442)

Monday evening- C.M.A Keep Fit & Kick boxing from 6.30-8pm

Community Bingo, doors open at 7pm, eyes down at
8pm. Finish around 9.45pm. (Light Refreshments
available at half time)

Tuesday evening-

Wednesday evening- C.M.A Kick boxing from 7-8.30pm
Thursday evening-  Ladies keep fit from 6.30-7.30pm

Friday evening- Friday Club (children) 5-6.15pm

Sunday Afternoon-  Christian Family Fellowship 4.00-6.30pm

This hall is also available to hire for parties etc at very
REASONABLE RATES

Family Prize Bingo Evening on Friday 3rd December 2010 at the
Popley Fields Community Centre Hall, Carpenters Down. Doors open 6pm,
Eyes down at 7pm. Many varied prizes for all the family to enjoy. Organised
by your three Community Centres. Bar, Hot snacks,and Refreshments will be
available. Come along for a great evening.

TEA AND CHAT. Also every Wednesday from 1.30-3.30pm. An afternoon of
tea and chat. Everyone welcome, pop in and have a cuppa and maybe a piece
of cake. Don’t sit at home on your own come and meet new people.

Sorry for putting wrong date in last month’s Popley Matters.

Linda.
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Dear Friends,

Crumbs! Has another year really passed by already? | guess by the time you’re reading this

I will have rummaged around in the loft, clambering over suitcases and bedsteads, worn

out toys and all sort of other paraphernalia. I’ll succeed in getting splinters in my hands and
spider webs in my face and all to find the boxes with the Christmas decorations and lights.
Having struggled out of the loft and down the stairs | will then unpack the lights and set about
testing them. How is it that they work when you put them away but don’t when you take
them out twelve months later — that’s always a mystery to me!

I love Christmas lights, and | love the way many families plaster the exterior of their homes
with them — although it has to be said, some do go a tad over the top! What’s also special is
candlelight. Each year at St Gabriel’s we hold our candlelit carol service. There is something
magical about singing those traditional Christmas songs in a church lit only by candles;

it really does make it feel like Christmas. \We’re repeating that this year on Sunday 19th
Decemeber at 6.30pm so why not come and join us?

In the run up to Christmas we will be observing the season of Advent. Advent runs for the
twenty eight days before Christmas and covers four Sundays so Advent Sunday will be on
28th November. On each of those Sundays we will light one of the candles in our Advent
wreath to signify the growing light of Jesus Christ coming into the world. The fifth and final
candle we will light on Christmas morning as we celebrate his birth.

The word Advent comes from the Latin adventur which means ‘coming’ but it isn’t about the
coming of Jesus Christ as a baby in a manger but His second coming when, as Jesus himself
said “You will see God’s Son coming on the clouds of heaven in all his glory and with his
angels.” Advent then, is a time of preparation for that event. Similar to the season of Lent, it
is a time for taking a good look at ourselves and those attitudes of our hearts and minds and
lives that cause hurt to those around us and to God and to repent of them. To repent means
to have a change of heart and to change direction — that is to turn away from that which we
know to be wrong. It can take a mighty effort to accomplish that, but, once we do we feel
cleansed and renewed, refreshed and ready.

Amid all your Christmas preparations, and as you’re putting up the Christmas lights, | hope
that you will take time to consider the baby in a manger who came as ‘the light of the world’
and will one day return in majesty and power to draw us all before God. May the light and
peace of Christ be with you and yours this Christmas season and in the year ahead.

With warm Christian greetings
Arthur
Vicar, St Gabriel’s.

PS: Please do see our other page (page 12) with all the details of our Christmas services this
December.
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Turn your tree to compost

Stuck with what to do with your Christmas tree once the festivities
are over?

Turn your tree to compost by taking it to one of the 21 allocated
sites which the council has specifically set up across the borough from
Monday 3 January 2009 until Sunday January 2009.

Every year, eight million real Christmas trees are thrown away
in the UK, creating around 160,000 tonnes of additional waste. Last year
Basingstoke and Deane residents recycled over 4,000 trees through the
council’s drop-off points which stopped 40 tonnes of waste being created. Instead the recycled trees
were was transformed into ProGrow soil conditioner and wood chippings for the borough’s parks.

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Cabinet Member for the Environment and
Climate Change ClIr Elaine Still said: “This service means residents can take their tree to a nearby
drop-off point and know they are helping do their bit for the environment by reducing waste.”

Christmas tree drop-off points:

From Monday 3 January to Sunday January 2009

* Basingstoke Town Centre, Memorial Park (Crossborough Hill car park)
* Homebase, Basingstoke, Winchester Road
* Popley, Carpenters Down open space

These are some of the drop of points for further information please contact Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council on 01256 844844 or visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/recycling

If residents miss the collections at these locations, they can take their tree to the recycling
centre on Wade Road. The opening hours at Wade Road are 8am to 4pm - closed 1 Jan 2011. Open all
other days.

Need to hire a ha” Chiropodists / Podiatrists

Sheena Brown
D{Pod)MChS SRCh

Oakridge West

. &
Community Centre Nyan Bowden

BSc{Hons)MChS SRCh
Licensed for 125 guests offer Chiropody treatments in the

Bar & kitchen facilities available] ecomfort of your own home
I deal for all occasions
Ample parking for all

Recently redecorated

Monday to Friday appointments
available to include some evenings
and Saturdays.

For more details or to make an
Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount | @ppointment please call

(No photocopies) ( (01256) 33 63 53 ,
Call Mick 07989161315 * “§ &
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What is a Debt Relief Order?

Faiir4- s @ A debt relief order is an insolvency procedure aimed

the charity for L AYI-0 at people with low income and very few assets,

your community QEILEERY \vho are unable to pay their debts and for whom the
normal bankruptcy procedure is too expensive.

A debt relief order will only be available to someone who satisfies the following
criteria:-

* s/he is unable to pay her/his debts

* s/he has debts of £15,000 or less at the date when the application is determined
by the Official Receiver

* her/his available income, after paying her/his normal household expenses, is
£50 a month or less

» the gross value of her/his assets is £300 or less. Vehicles worth under £1,000
are ignored when assets are valued

» s/he lives in England or Wales, or has been resident or carrying on business
in England or Wales in the last three years

» s/he is not subject to any other formal insolvency procedure at the time of the
application for the debt relief order

« s/he must not have had a debt relief order within the previous six years.

A debt relief order costs £90. The £90 will not be refunded if the application is rejected,
for example, because the criteria for an order (above) are not met.

An application for a debt relief order has to be made through an approved intermediary.
This is a specialist debt adviser who has been authorised to make applications on
behalf of clients.

Need Further Information or Help?

Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau (located within Basingstoke Discovery Centre)
can help you with queries you have on budgeting, benefits and debt, relationships,
immigration, employment issues, and consumer rights. We operate a drop-in service
10am-3.30pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday) and Saturday mornings 10am-
12pm.
The Advice Line telephone number is 01256 322814
Or you can drop in to our outreach services at these times:
CAB Outreach Popley — Tuesday morning 10am-12.30pm at the Bermuda Practice,
Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley.

Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Sentinel:::

When we first consulted you about the regeneration of the maisonettes in
Faroe Close and Maldive Road you told us you’d like the pub to be included
in the new development.

Until recently that hadn’t been possible but, since the pub closed we’ve been
negotiating with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and are pleased
to say that we’re working with them to get the Barbican Public House site
included in the regeneration.

Our architects are working on new plans to make the best use of the new site,
taking account of the feedback you gave us at the last consultation event and
the plans will be ready to submit to the council later this month.

If you’d like to see a copy of the plans when they’re available visit www.
sentinelha.org.uk or check out the new community notice board next to the car
park by Madeira Close shops.

Students Takeover College!

On Friday 12th November students from Years 7 to 9 took the places
of many members of staff and ran the College for the day. Spardha Kumar and
Hayden Johns, two Year 9 students, shared the position of Headteacher. This
involved addressing staff at morning briefing, meeting visitors to the College,
sending emails to members of staff and touring College throughout the day on
learning walks, dropping into lessons unannounced, observing both students
and teachers and then completing a report which was emailed to staff. Other
students took the places of the Deputy Headteacher, the Business Manager and

Learning Directors. e
Everest Community College E‘
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Council Launches Large Scale Consultation on Building New Homes

How many new homes should be built in your area? That'’s the big question that Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council is asking residents to help answer in a major consultation now underway.

Between now and Friday 14 January 2011, the borough council wants to hear what local people,
community groups, parish and town councils and other organisations think is the right level of new
housing in the area over the next 20 years. And Borough Ward Councillors are set to encourage
local people to get involved in the debate, with some public meetings already planned

The move comes after the South East Plan was abolished, taking with it the requirement to build
945 homes a year. This means it is now down to the council to make these local decisions for
the borough.

Over the past 10 years the borough has seen an average of 900 new homes built every year.
Now regional targets have gone the council is going back to the drawing board to look again at
what is the right figure for the number of new homes to be built.

The council cannot just say that it won't build any more housing, as homes may be needed for
young people that have grown up here or older people that want to stay here and downsize after
their families have flown the nest. The vision for the borough’s future, agreed by the council
and its partners, predicts that the area will be thriving and prosperous, attracting employers and
supporting new businesses. That may require new homes so that people can afford to live here
and not commute in and out everyday making congestion worse.

Cabinet member for Planning and Infrastructure Clir Rob Golding said: “This is a real chance
for local people to have their say about what is right for their area. We must decide what is a
reasonable number of new homes and where they should go across the borough. If we don't,
then we are leaving the decisions to developers through ‘planning on appeal’.

“The message is don’t wait until new homes are proposed and say they are in the wrong place
- get involved in the debate about how many homes are needed in your area and where they
should be built.”

Fact packs, giving population facts and figures for different areas of the borough, can be found
online at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/newhomes , together with more detailed background
information and an online survey. Those needing a paper version of the survey should call
01256 844844.

The council will use the feedback from local communities and partners, together with a wealth of
other evidence, to come to a conclusion on the right level of housing and will start putting together
proposals for possible housing development sites
in the borough. This information will be published
at the end of 2011 for public consultation as part
of a document called the 'core strategy’ This will
be the blueprint for development in the borough

over the next 20 years, including where homes, f ) ) *
employment sites, shops, leisure and community %‘m ' ﬁ;,;i/ B a S t ngs tO k e
and Deane

facilities are built.
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St. Michael’s Hospice would like to i
‘Light Up A Life' service to remember lov
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bringing comfort and support to family a

The service is concluded by the ‘symbolic
which this year will be lit by Keith Chapm
and Deanne, followed by refreshments w
can share their thoughts and memories of

‘Light Up A Life’ 2010
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, old and new,
s that cannot
be with us this Christmas.

If you would like to sponsor a Light in memory of a
loved one or someone that you can’t be with this
Christmas then please visit the Hospice website,
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events or for
further information call Fundraising on

01256 848 848
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Henrietta Hogs the Limelight

HART Wildlife Rescue is overwhelmed by injured hedgehogs. Staff and
volunteers at the new hospital in Medstead, near Alton are working all-hours
to care for the 33 injured hedgehogs recently brought into the centre.

One of the prickly creatures has even been given a bright blue cast to help
mend a broken leg. Henrietta, a one-year-old female, was hit by a car on
20 October. After a general anaesthetic she was fitted with her plaster-cast.

Caragh Hunter, 20, HART’s Senior Clinical Assistant said: “Henrietta should
make a full recovery — she’s started moving her leg again so she must be on
the mend. Her cast will come off in four weeks and then we’ll look after her
over the winter before releasing her back into the wild next spring.

“It’'s very unusual for vets to use a cast on a hedgehog, but this morning
another poor little hog came in with a broken leg. He’s been sent off to the
vets and will probably also need a cast.

“I’'ve never seen so many hedgehogs here. Adults will often have two or three
litters per year. | think the warm summer and global warming has increased
the numbers of young ones we’re seeing at the moment.”

As many of you already know HART is funded entirely by public
donations and also runs charity shops in Alton and Andover. For more details
please have a look at the new website http://www.hartwildlife.org.uk/




1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
e Heating Installations
¢ Boiler changes/upgrades
e Servicing
e Breakdowns
e Landlord Safety Checks
e Power Flushing

24 hour — 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422

RsE™
PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
and stimulating environment
Term time only for children 2 ¥z years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week
Educational structure — Experience and qualified staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area
and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
on 075 287 26248
Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX
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DT/PT

Bringing the gym to you
One to One Fitness Training
In Your Own Home, Workplace,

Outdoors Or Gym
OFFER!
8 x 30 MINUTE HOME WORKOUTS
FOR £80
Bookings from 22/11/10
Daniel Tolley
Personal Training

Tel/Txt: 07971 378364
E-mail: dan-tolley@tiscali.co.uk

www.dtpt-personaltraining.co.uk

DEVINE =
WINDOWS v

iRepair Systems Itd

Unit9, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@repairsyd

COMMERCIAL and
DOMESTIC WINDOW CLEANING

also CLADING We are authorised by Apple to repair their
products, both in and out of warranty. We have
ég‘r‘ge’fgﬁg Sgr?olstery online booking, monitoring and requests at

g

Cleaning WWW_irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

Pl
Fora N “....grateful thanks for your super, speedy and
ofiesnional . 4 .
wirderw efficient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

cheaning service,

phine
01256 411036
07810286470

07979437514 Authorised Service Provider

free spirited, high enerqv

MUSIC DWL

Plastering, Decorating and Building
Solutions

Tel: 07545 863851

Based in Basingstoke, Hampshire, DWL is a small business providing a
friendly, reliable, quality service to domestic and commercial sectors.

35 and 45 minute classes of pure

MADneSS With MAD Academy Working to a high quality standard, services include:
Babies from 3 months to crawling actions, signing and : gz-tsgrlgib
sensory stimulation L

; Birthday + Dry Lining
Walkers to 2 years music, movement and motor (EEyss « Coving
development too! * Boarding
2 to 4 years dance, musicality and beat compelency * Patching

* Pebble Dashing and Rendering
* Artex covered

Classes in Popley, Brighton Hill &
Kempshott

Call Cathy on 01256 325464

Before After

A Y

movement - rhythms - songs - instruments - listening - games

5D

madacademy.com

Music And Dance and a whole lot of fun!

Call Darren today on 07545 863851 for free Estimates.
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scouts

be prepared + « «

Basingstoke Air Scout Group
www.base2000.co.uk
Headquarters - Base 2000 Carpenters Down RG24 9AE
Charity number 267734 HQ registration number 42755
Group Scout Leader - Colin Karslake (01256) 410559

Some of the cub scouts spent a residential weekend at Base 2000 recently investigating the solar
system to complete the Astronomy activity badge. Part of the weekend was spent making mini-
imaginary moonscapes and included a visit to a planetarium. The cubs were delighted to win the
District Scrapheap Challenge competition in November and the team represented the District at the
County event. The pack have also made biscuits in aid of the BBC's Children in Need Appeal and will
try their hand at cake-making and decorating for Christmas - what with Bonfire Night and Hallowe'en
as well there hasn't been a spare minute!

The Beavers have just returned from their annual visit to see Santa. Over two thousand Beaver
scouts from across Hampshire descended on Paultons Park to take part in the first of Santa's
‘practice’ runs before his big event in December. Each received a present as well as a having a
fantastic time on the usual rides. The colony has also made birdfeeders and followed a compass trail.
Now they are working on nativity boxes.

The scouts continue to work on completing the Global Challenge and some had the opportunity to take
part in a photographic weekend recently.

There will be no sectional meetings from 15™ December until after the New Year.

Booking enquiries for Base 2000 to bookings@base2000.co.uk or telephone Colin on 01256 410559.
One-off occasions, children's parties, meetings welcome - consideration given to anyone wishing to hold
a regular activity in one or other of the halls. Hire charges range from £3.50 per hour for the smaller
hall on weekdays to £10/12 per hour for large hall at weekends.

"e Py <3
Clris Fap
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Christmas is coming!
Pebbles Childrens

Centre wish you all a \ ||I
very Happy Christmas z {= f.' r—h .-!(h, l L
b B sad | 2

We have loved working with each and A Sure Start Children’s Centre
everyone of you in 2010 and we look
forward to 2011. For all you who attend or have attended Pebbles don't
forget our Christmas Party on 13 December 11.00am-12.30pm at
Popley Fields Community Centre. Cost £2 per child and this
includes a present from Santa, food and plenty of activities! Raffle
tickets will be on sale at the party for your chance to win many
prizes! Places will be limited and must be booked and paid for in
advance so pop in to Pebbles and get your child’s Christmas party ticket ©
There are still a few Discount Panto tickets available
Fancy taking your children to see the Little Mermaid on Friday 7 January 2011
7-9pm at Oakridge Hall for All? You can purchase special discounted tickets at
a price of £2 each if you register at Pebbles. Tickets must be reserved and paid
for at reception by 5 December 2010.
Dads Club
Christmas Special Dads Club! Saturday 11 December 9.30-11.30am at
Pebbles. We have a great group of dads coming along who would love to see
some new dads attend with their under 5s — So Don't be shy, come and play!!
Facebook
You can now keep up to date with information on our Facebook page. If you log
in to your own account, search for Pebbles Sure Start Children’'s Centre and
then click the ‘like’ button, you will see all our latest news!
Coffee Mornings, Stay and Play, Young Parents Group, Bumps Mums and
Dads, Teen Bumps, Chill and Chat

i"'i' These groups and sessions are continuing to be offered by Pebbles

\ : so please pick up a timetable or call or email us to find out more!
"‘J Please note the dates below for when sessions stop and commence

during the festive season!

Dates for your Diaries

5 December Deadline for purchasing tickets for The Little Mermaid production.
10 December All groups and drop in sessions finish before Christmas.

13 December Christmas Party 11.00am-12.30pm at Popley Fields (places must
be booked).

17 December All adult education courses finish before Christmas ie. Literacy,
Numeracy, EAL.

Contact the centre for any activities between 10" Dec and 10" Jan
CENTRE WILL BE CLOSED 27™ DEC - 31°" DEC

10 January 2011 Courses and drop in activities resume.

For full details, contact Pebbles Children’s Centre on 01256 357028 or
email pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk.
Pebbles Children’s Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley, Basingstoke, Hampshire,
RG24 9BP
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Phillips’ Legal Corner

Phillips

folicitors

How to survive Christmas without strangling your partner.......... !

‘Christmas is coming and the stakes are high for couples’ says Hayley Eachus, family lawyer at Philllips
Solicitors, ‘the dangers are everywhere - overspending, sleepless nights, overeating and possibly
binge-drinking, over excited children and family resentments which can boil over into a Greek
tragedy. As a stressful time, Christmas is up there with bereavement, divorce and moving house.
It's a time when families all over the country get together and remind themselves of all the reasons
why they're not together for the rest of the year. So here are a few tips on how to rise above the
pressures of families and survive, with your relationship intact:

1. Set expectations: sit down with your partner and talk through what you’d both like before, not
after, Christmas. She may assume he’ll give her lots of help, he may feel he’d like some peace and
quiet and can finally put his feet up. Both of you probably come with expectations from your
childhood of how Christmas should be, so you may well need to compromise, ditch unrealistic
expectations and do the best with what you have. Don’t expect it to be perfect but decide that being
together and having fun with family and friends is more important than extravagant presents and
decorations.

2. Set a budget and stick to it. Disagreements over finances are always high on the agenda of
relationship breakdowns. So resist the temptation to spend, spend, spend. Do-it-yourself gifts mean
more than shop bought presents or you could agree to only buy for children. It doesn’t matter, so
long as you both agree.

3. Manage your extended family: agree how much time to spend with them and how you’ll handle
any difficult members. If they come to your home, you can set the ground rules.

4. Delegate and divide up the jobs. There's no reason why everyone in the house shouldn't help out.
Decide in advance who has what job and there’ll be fewer arguments. If you can’t face cooking
Christmas dinner, ask guests to bring a course each or plan to eat out.

5. Don’t forget to pamper your partner - make the most of the holidays by setting aside some
romantic time for each other. Send everybody out on walks so you two can have a breather and
keep your bedroom definitely ‘out of bounds’.

6. Keep your sense of humour at all costs — this is the elixir that will get you through.

Finally’ concludes Hayley ‘whatever you do, try to be a team. Think ‘we, us, together’ - that's how
you avoid divorce. If it all goes off well, a safely negotiated Christmas can deepen your relationship.
And it's worth every bit of effort. So from the family law team at Phillips — a very happy Christmas!’

You can call our family team on 01256 460830. Visit our website at www.phillips-law.co.uk
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Young Linguists Busy for Christmas

Although based in Chineham, Linguatastic is attended by children from all over
Basingstoke including Popley and other parts of Basingstoke. The first term of
the new academic year is nearly over and the Linguatastic children have been
ever so busy! In all of our groups, from the Spanish and French playgroups
to the German and Italian after-school clubs, various special days from around
the world have been celebrated. These include European Day of Languages,
Dia de los muertos and Sankt Martinstag, (to name but a few). Of course, all
the children in all the groups are now preparing for the extended festive season,
learning songs in the different languages and making some beautiful things.
There will be lots of parties in the last week of term. One in particular is open to
all pre-schoolers, namely the Little Linguists” Christmas party on Monday 13th
December, 09.30-11.00am at Chineham Village Hall Community Rooms. The
cost is £3.00 per child. This includes a present from Mother Christmas, face-
painting, crafts, games and songs. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Advanced booking is essential. For further information, please visit:www.
linguatastic.com or tel: 811100.

Linguatastic - Leading the way in language learning
Tel: +44 (0)1256 811100

e-mail: admin@linguatastic.com

Website: www.linguatastic.com

Over 555 Forum

The renewnal of membership for the above Forum is 1st January 2011.
The fee will remain at £6 for another year, which | am sure you will agree is
good value for what you get and they should be sent to me at 30 Dartmouth
Walk, Basingstoke, RG22 6QS.

We have planned another good selection of trips for 2011. Also our Open
Forum dates (still on a Wednesday) will appear in our forthcoming newsletters.

On behalf of the Forum members, | would like to wish you all at the
Popley Matters and readers a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year.

Gerald.
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Christmas at St Gabiriel’s

We warmly invite you to join us to celebrate the reason for the season!
St Gabriel’s is in Tewkesbury Close, off Popley Way.

Carol Singing in the Woods
Meet at Popley Fields Community Centre
Wednesday December 8th 6.30pm

Christingle Service for all the family
Sunday 12t Dec at 5 p.m.

Carols by Candlelight
a service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 19t December at 6.30 p.m.

Midnight Communion
Christmas Eve at 11.30 p.m.

Christmas Celebrations
A short Service of celebration for all the Family
Christmas Day at 10.30 a.m.

We look forward with pleasure to welcoming you and your family
to these or any of our services over the Christmas period.

Please contact the church office on 324734
for further details or information.

Look backward with gratitude,
look forward with hope,
look upw=r1 with confidence.
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Villager - December 2010

Sherborne St John Parish Council

October Meeting. Another empty Village Hall for the October Meeting — where
were you? Does this mean that you are happy with the work of the Parish Council?
Let us know, we are always pleased to get constructive feedback — ssjclerk@
btinternet.com

Elm Bottom. Some improvements have been completed but this junction remains a
concern to the Parish Council. Please let us know of any difficulties you experience.
Red Telephone Boxes. Both boxes in the Village (minus telephones) are now
owned by the Parish Council, and are in the process of being re-painted and re-
glazed by volunteer teams. If you would like to assist please get in touch with the
Clerk.

Chute Footpath / Railing. The new railing has been installed alongside the
footpath to improve safety for pedestrians using the entrance to the Chute playing
fields.

Chute Teenage Ball Play Area. The order to construct this pay area has been
placed with EJ Services Ltd to start as soon as possible (weather permitting). The
work is being carried out with financial support from the LEADER programme,
Hampshire CC and Basingstoke & Deane BC for which we are very grateful.
Public Transport Services. No feedback received from you regarding bus services;
the Parish Council will now be sending out a questionnaire in the New Year - which
seeks to understand which local transport services work and which are lacking.
Please take the time to fill this in and return it!

Scrutiny Review of the Severe Winter Weather experienced in Hampshire
2009/2010. This report has been received from Hampshire. There are no easy
answers for next time but one important point is the fact that HCC will have less
available funding than last year... ... another good reason for setting up local self-
help groups. Would you like to take responsibility for a team in your road? Please
contact the Clerk.

Springfield House is for sale. The Parish Council is interested to see whether the
Allotment lands in Dark Lane could be secured for the Parish.

The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Make it your New Year’s resolution to come to
some of the Parish Council meetings!

The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th December — at Sherborne St John
Village Hall. You will be most welcome!
Julian Crawley

Chairman
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keep people so well informed (it was the Gazette) that by a chance call from, some one,
found a relative | did not know about and so it extended my family. The consultants
and great nurses that have kept me going in the many times | have been in hospital with
periods of very ill health. We both lived our lives in a time of free spirit back in the
sixties and seventies, and | hope our children and their children will have that same free
spirit as we had. This year is for us, it is our celebration it is our anniversary it is our life
Are we rich? No, are we poor? No, we are together still. When | look around nowadays
and see so many family break ups it saddens me. What has changed so much in
this country. Yes we would have been richer if it wasn’t for the kids and now the
grandchildren Again, that’s just me. | love them all very much and would not have it
any other way. They say you need money, they say you need wealth, they say you need
a fancy house. You don’t. I am the most wealthiest man alive, | think, in what | have
in my family, the people of Basingstoke and above all my lovely wife who without her
I would be lost, and of course not forgetting her great family. It was a great day when
her sister and her children also came to live in Basingstoke. Then last year my father-
in-law and the Old Witch came as well. They are really two lovely people to know and
it gives the family peace of mind knowing they are close to us. When the Basingstoke
Gazette and the local council honoured me with the Citizen of the Year award in 2004,
in A Place To Be Proud Of awards, it was not only for me but also for all the hard work
my family have done over these last few years of my illness. | was just thinking I might
give Her Indoors back that extra hand for our anniversary! Or | could wrap it up and
give it to her for her big birthday as well, that was this year. | won’t say how old she
is but she may get her bus pass. It is this sort of banter | have had with her all our life.
Yes we have both cried with sadness and laughter, yes the children give you nightmares
over the growing up years, then they are gone? Not on your life, They then have kids
and it all starts again. For us as cheap baby-sitting, more toys than you can imagine for
them to play with, cartoons and Playdays on TV. Gramps on the floor as they jump on
you, or you are trying to stop them touching this and that. Granny being dragged around
the house (I like it) I should have done that years ago. Well 1 would have kept the floor
polished, all great fun and they keep us young. Well to see pretty faces come through
the door makes a change than looking at you know who. We have seen in these forty
years so many changes to the town, some great, some not so great and some you know
should have been left on the drawing board. We hope we have put just a small bit of our
life back into a town that we adopted. This is near the end of this little bit of our life.
The time that has flown so fast forty years and all the memories live on.

I am noone just a person that loves to talk and write, not to Her Indoors as you never get
that chance to talk when she gets going! It is just plain me, the Old Codger of Popley,and
proud of it. A man that feels for the town and the people living in it, a wonderful
place to bring up children to become integrated into the town and get involved in their
communities as well. | hope | have tried my best and that is all you can do in life.

I dedicate this story to my wife, Anne.
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THE LIONS CLUB OF
BASINGSTOKE

www basingstokelions.org.uk
PRESENT

During December the Club members will be out tin shaking in aid of Naomi
House, (the Children’s Hospice) during the first week of the month and later
on to bolster our own funds which are now answering more deserving calls
on them than ever in these straitened times. Please spare a little change if you
possibly can.

In the New Year, on 5th March, we’ll be holding our annual Swimathon at the
Sports Centre in Basingstoke Town Centre. This is an exciting event which
we have been running for over 20 years. It is supported by groups, families,
schools and businesses.

The idea is that teams of up to 6 swim laps (2 lengths of the 25 metre pool)

in relay for 30 minutes. Trophies are awarded to the teams which swim the
most laps and raise the most money by sponsorship. The teams are allowed to
nominate an alternative charity to the Lions Club to receive up to 50% of the
money they raise.

The Lions Club provides the venue, organization, sponsorship forms, lap
counters and record keeping. It is a super event conducted with great good
humour and in a wonderful atmosphere. If anyone would like to join us or
find out more about it, contact Barry Morgan on 01256 358008 or go online to
swimathon@basingstokelions.org.uk

New Online One Stop Shop for Reporting Road

Problems is Launched
A new one stop shop for online reporting of road problems is now available.
The highways web self service pages (http://www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems)
launch this week, making it easier for people to report problems by pinpointing
the fault on a map or by postcode which will then be automatically updated as
work progresses. Hants Direct will also be using the system if residents prefer
to ring, and will be able to check for status updates.
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PHIL DELLA-SAVINA

Sy~
CARPETS &
ELOORINGS

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted

by your local Popley based carpet fitter.
25 Years experience.

e CARPETS

e VINYLS
o LAMINATES
e REAL WOODS

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive

cawpriton 07712085522 / 01256462212

@
c PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS

North Hampshire
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical

o Natural Gas & LPG

o Installation & Boiler Replacement
* Breakdown / Service

o Landlords Safety Certificates

e Power Flushing

e Central Heating & Radiators

o Hot Water Cylinder Replacements

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury,
Andover and the surrounding areas

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a
replacement or new installation

01256 474434
0118 948 7033

Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered

Gas Safe Registration — 505755

—eadZHeac

Hairdressing

(Salon standards but without the salon prices tag)

Ladies cuts from ~ Cut’n’Style £17 ~ Restyle £24 ~
Wash’n’Style £12:50

Ladies colour with cut’s from ~ highlights full head

£55 ~ half head £42m ~ T-bar £37 ~ tints full head £42
~ roots £37
Gent ~ cuts £10 ~ head shave £8 ~ restyle £12:50
Children up to age of 12yrs girls cut £10 ~ restyle £15
~ boys ~ £8 ~ head shave £5
Family’s bookings get 15% off over all prices.

Call Melissa
07771892548
For a booking

I am more than happy to come out to your home or
you can visit me at mine.

20% off with this ad

Valid Until End of November 2010

www.tinytoesandstickyfingers.co.uk
tiny teeg and
sucks fingers =

fingerprint and artwork jewellery

Captore woor child's
preCions moments forever
M 4 oea0 TRl and oique way,.

Each piece is lovingly handcrafted in

silver, and the best part is that they

are as individual as your child.

Call for more details or go online
07789 862 824

wwtinytoesandstickyfingers.co.uk
info@tinytoesandstickyfingers. co.uk
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THE DIARIES OF POPLEY’S OLD CODGER
THE BEST FORTY YEARS OF MY LIFE.

Well it was over forty years ago now that my eyes fell on the most
beautiful girl | had ever seen. | did say sorry as | picked them up
out of her lap. I knew from that day | wanted to spend the rest of

for her hand. Mmd you, | forget where | have put it now, it was
so long ago. We got married on a crisp sunny day in December, |
can remember the lovely white dress still today. OK it was a bit tight around my back
but that did not worry me! It turned out a bit of a fun day when we tied the knot; well
she had to make sure the noose was nice and tight around my neck. All the family were
standing outside the church waiting for the photographs when the priest popped his
head out the doors to tell us all to clear off as we were in the way.

The reception went well except one crook went off with a box of presents. The food was
great and the drink flowed. It flowed into my father, my uncles, my wife’s grandfather
and her father etc, that was even before the guests arrived. It was a good old knees up.
All the trimmings, all the seafoods that could be consumed were eaten with relish. A
night that others would have envied. Cost? What was that? People knew people and the
food turned up. Who asks questions? Then you hit the ground with a bump. Married.
Our home was going to be a town in the south away from all the family, | wondered
then “Who is going to clean my shoes and iron my shirts, and do the cooking?” as my
mum did all that for me. Boy | soon learnt, well you do if the other half has a rolling
pin in her hand. I did feel like giving her a good slap but I still could not find that hand
she gave me. It was lucky in one way as she did have three hands so did not miss it
much. Our son was born, then a daughter then another son. The grey hair started after
the first one, by the time the third came along she was white. I just lost all my hair in
one go. Well that’s how it felt. They then grow up to be that dreaded word “teenagers”.
Why can’t kids be born after the teenager years it would be so much easier. Then the
questions start. “Where are you going? Who with? Be in by. Don’t drink. Don’t come
home dead or I will kill you myself.” Then your daughter finds a boy. “WHAT! Who
is he? What does he do? How much money does he get? Can he keep you? If he lays a
finger on you I will kill him.” The boys just do their own thing. And all through this we
are together. | don’t believe in any person that says they have never had an argument in
their life with their partner; the main thing is when you go to bed at night it is forgotten.
You nurse each other when you are ill, you comfort each other when you are sad. | have
been told to say that bit (not really) and so this is our life. Forty years. | believe are the
most wonderful years | could ever have with the woman | love, the children | love, the
house we have lived in all our married life, many wonderful people we have met and
known, people like Jane Fankum and Andrew McCormick, good old Rob Donnelly and
two very dear friends Ed and Brenda, the family of the Scouting movement we enjoyed

so much and the town we adopted as our own. The local newspaper and the editor that
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PKG PLUMBING ¢ A new football club needs
- boys & girls Mfé
WAL L AND FLOOR TILING our home user and small business

Friendly Popley Based TCansultancy| \
u/6 —u/15’s ¢ @
i
-
DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS customers

Plumber & Tiler
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES & * IT Consultancy _ al I home gam es p I ayed at

D/WASHERS e Computer and laptop repair
e Hardware and software repair

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME * IT equipment & Supplies with free eve reSt commun Ity CcO I I ege

PC Martin Computer Services
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS We offer the following services for

local delivery.
NO CALL OUT CHARGE You can be assured of high quality yet low
FREE ESTIMATES cost services with a fixed hourly rate of
RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee = 2 -
ok 01256 322560 pleasecall jessicatoenquire
Call Paul Mobile: 07903 645 674
01256 350386 / 07776421958 services@fixyourcomp.co.uk O 1 6 3 5 2 5 5 2 1 5
p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com www.fixyourcomp.co.uk
M HAUTOS P E I EI a 7 E; BUHTMH CLEANING
SEH"WGES
S ERV IC E CE NTR E Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away OFFICES- HOUSES - HARDFLOOR CARE - OVENS -
Un: _:llt\l/'céersdB;S”_]esstCEmre 35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke CARPETS & UPHOLETERY : f Tolluu s Es* 2010
riestly Road, basingstoke - "Fere ta Sewe. Fere to Plean”
RG24 9NP Tel. 01256-328740 A www.stylist.webeden.co.uk
- 0844 504 9552 07880 762257 07879 077 465
Servicing & Rep_elirs to all makes_ & models H ' E\g % %mﬂi &] H/‘J S ;L;u;;.n;-g;;nm;- i 3 D't Woery garath.chimenfihotmail.com
Cars & light Commeruals_ OPENING Houre “ umemdim ot mu:;n for Unisax stylist
Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment Mo n e oS [ hiekinsdachmed T S Mons from £7,50 Restylo from £8.60
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers y o.00pm-21.05p et Singe Grade and Tidy up £5.50
. T Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm Fuvee Nge Urace and Tidy up &5
Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts i
- - - - 500pm lloopm = Offices = We can provide a deanar Tor 1 of maore
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed hours, dally, weskly of fartnightly Ladys Teim from £9,50 Reatylo from £15.50
IAll prices include VAT Cheques accepted. Minimum s Houses - ragular cleansr, weekly or fortnightly for Fringe Trim £4.50
Motor VehiCIe Specialist £500 & Wlth banker’s Card £14 pﬂfhr—ml: Fhin Macounts e OAF
Te|eph0ne orders welcome = Spring or movers clean from E75 or a Oven cleaning
) ) ) Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us o L g
F_ree delivery & CO”‘?C_“_On Service Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal PERERRE RS o
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you Some of our food may contain ingredients * Hardfioor care =palish & maintain
' . produced from C?‘M So_ya and/or Maize www.boatmancleaning.co.uk -
For a friendly & personal service call mark on o IMenu s Available " h d
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 ttp:/fwwwpopleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pd liz@boatmancleaning.co.uk Cheexatrade.com

bt e L
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Everest Health & Leisure
Club
Xmas and New Year
Opening Times

Please call 01256 337573 for
availability on Badminton Courts, Sports Hall
5 a side and Astro Bookings over this period.

Friday 24th Dec 8am - 12 Noon
Saturday 25th Dec Closed
Sunday 26th Dec Closed
Monday 27th Dec Closed
Tuesday 28th Dec Closed
Wednesday 29th Dec 8am - 10pm
Thursday 30th Dec 8am - 10pm
Friday 31st Dec 8am - 12 Noon
Saturday 1st Jan Closed
Sunday 2nd Jan Closed
Monday 3rd Jan Closed
Tuesday 4th Jan 8am - 10pm

S
L\
Jane Smith

Barber/Hairdresser

Mens from £10.00
Boys from £7.50
Ladies from £12.50

Blow Dry £15.00
Girls from £9.00
Senior Men from £5.00
Senior Ladies from £10.00
Cut & Blow dry £12.50

DlSCOUNT ON FAI\/IILIES
Home Visits 07746 700 760

——

(<

=

everest

Nity Gym
and affordable!

Wweekdays Sam-—10pm
WVWWweekernd Sarmi—<prm

iNncludes gyrrm and class access, free badminton,
table tennis and tennis (suMmMmer only)
— =350 per rmonth

— =15 per rmonth

COr72/y" T 1P77C257LS7 177/ T7 /7 77Ll777 CCOr2L7rERCL, TS fOorrrrirrey fee

Everest Community College B

Y our Commu
~ friendly; relaxedq;

Everest Community College, Oxfaord Way,
\ Basingstoke, RG24 92U

//
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learin now and i rself
New qguidan lish

Last winter many people helped keep pavements and public
spaces around their homes clear of snow. However, many people
were put off doing so because of fears of being sued. Read on for
advice on your rights and responsibilities when clearing snow and ice
from public areas.

he | I . || bli

There is no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on
the pavement outside your property, pathways to your property or
public spaces.

If an accident did happen, it's highly unlikely that you would
be sued as long as you

= are careful

e use common sense to make sure that you don’t make the
pavement or pathway dearly more dangerous than before

People using areas affected by snow and ice also have
responsibility to be careful themselves.

. | advi I . i

e start early - it's much easier to clear fresh, loose snow
compared to compacted ice that has been compressed by people
walking on it

e don't use hot water - this will melt the snow, but may replace
it with black ice, increasing the risk of injury

e be a good neighbour - some people may be unable to clear
snow and ice on paths from their property

= if shovelling snow, think where you are going to put it so that
it doesn't block people's paths or drainage channels

= make a pathway down the middle of the area to be cleared
first, so you have a clear surface to walk on

*'spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help
stop ice forming’

= table salt or dishwasher salt will work, but avoid spreading
on plants or grass as they may be damaged by it

= pay particular care and attention to steps and steep gradients

= use the sun to your advantage - removing the top layer of
snow will allow the sun to melt any ice beneath; however you will
need to cover any ice with salt to stop it refreezing overnight

= if there's no salt available, sand or ash are good alternatives
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Dear Editor; | have lived in Hewitt Road for over
two years and over recent weeks have become
concerned about the inconsiderate parking, mainly
on junctions. The development has minimal road
markings (only one that | am aware of at the
junction of Barrington Drive and Appleton Drive)
so | think that people assume that it is OK to park
wherever is most convenient to them, without
any consideration of the potential hazard they are
creating for other drivers and pedestrians.

The route | drive to and from my home includes
two particular junctions where parking, in my
opinion, creates a hazard. The first is the junction
from Barrington Drive into Penton Way. There
is often a small red Peugeot 206 parked with the
rear of the car protruding into Barrington Way,
therefore leaving the site you have to move out
to the other side of the road to avoid a collision.
When coming out of Penton Way the car creates
a barrier to vision and along with the bend in the
road does make it considerably more dangerous
than it would otherwise be. | do not usually drive
down Penton Way because the traffic parked
around the junction of Hewitt Road and Cleeve
Road is a nightmare to negotiate!

The other junction is the right turn into Gardiner
Road from Appleton Drive. Cars park on and very
close to both sides of the junction. When turning
right you often have to turn onto the wrong
side of Gardiner Road to avoid vehicles. More
recently a transit van has been parking diagonally
across the junction so that turning right vision is
completely blocked and drivers need to edge out
blindly to see if there is any traffic coming — or
alternatively stop a considerable distance back
from the junction to see behind the vehicle. Now
Appleton Drive is open through the site through
to Orchard Grove there is an increasing volume
of traffic and therefore, for me a perceived greater
risk,

It appears to me that drivers who park like this
are not aware of the Highway Code which states
at point 243 that you -“Do not stop or park....
opposite or within 10 meters (32 feet) of a
junction, except in an authorised parking space”

Page 20

Letters to the Editor.

.The areas of concern are not authorised parking
spaces!

Unfortunately the road remains unadopted at this
time and there are virtually no road markings and
there is no enforcement that | have been aware
of in the area. | believe people assume therefore
that parking is a free for all and that the usual
highway rules do not apply. However these
drivers are creating a hazard and it concerns me
greatly that as a driver who has to negotiate these
parked vehicles to reach my home, that in the not
too distant future there is going to be a serious
accident and someone is going to be hurt.

I would be grateful if you could raise this as a
concern at the Popley Safer Neighbourhood
Meeting.

Editor’s reply:- | will forward your letter to
PC Dan Carter the Beat Manager for Popley.
As you rightly point out the area is not yet
adopted and therefore is the responsibility of the
developer. You are also correct about the illegal
and dangerous practice of parking on junctions.
| repeatedly bring this up at the Popley Safer
Neighbourhood Panel. | have been assured that
the police will be taking action on this repeated
problem. More residents are needed on the panel
so the residents get a real voice on problems and
concerns in our area. There is a meeting on 1st
December for residents of Marnel Park and
Merton Rise. Hopefully there will be a report
back in the January issue.

Editor’s Note: We look forward to reading
your letters on all sorts of subjects. We do
not print your name or address if you wish
us not to but of course we cannot accept

letters that are sent anonymously.
Please send your letters

to: The Editor, Popley
Matters, PO Box 6727,
Popley Basingstoke RG24
9GG or email:_editor@

popleymatters.org.uk or
phone 819924

Communities are being asked to say
which local services matter most to them
as part of a consultation, running until
Christmas Eve, to help Basingstoke and

A L
Bas 1 ﬂgS tOke Deane Borough Council plan ahead for
and Dea ne public spending cuts.

Despite the recently announced cuts in government grant, the savings the
council has already made means it has been able to protect frontline services
next year and avoid any reductions in grant funding. But in the years ahead
the council will need to take difficult decisions. Draft priorities for services
have been set out in the draft council plan for 2011 to 2014, entitled "Direction
leading the borough to a secure and prosperous future".

The consultation on the plan asks about service priorities and where the council
s grant funding makes most difference. The council also plans to work with
those who help to provide services to communities to look at economies they
can make to cope with reduced funding available in future years. To find out
more see www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/councilplan

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @twitter.com/BasingstokeGov

Boatman Cleaning Services first
CLEANING started back in 1994 in Reading
SERVICES as a joke. The owner, Lin, was
working as a part-time evening

cleaner and after just three weeks she was promoted to supervisor. Lin joked
that “This is so easy”, she could start her own company. Her fellow workers
laughed at the idea, so Lin went ahead and started it. By 1998 she had 24 full
time temps on board and 7 part-time permanent workers. Unfortunately in 2000
Lin was forced to scale down and then sell the business and return to office
work. For 8 years Lin worked in several finance and analyst roles until being
made redundant in 2008. Lin then decided, after being unemployed for over 6
months, she would re-launch the cleaning company and now employees three
other cleaners and aims to help other people to get back into work.

Boatman Cleaning Services have joined Checkatrade and aim to consistently
offer value for money and high standards of cleaning, which is provided by a
reliable, honest and cheerful workforce.
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What a busy term in all sections! The Beavers have been having joint meetings with
the Eastrop Sea Scouts and having lots of fun and making friends. Learning about
soldiers during World War 2 in the lead up to remembrance Sunday. They also have
been to Paultons Park to see ‘Mr Beaver’ and tell Santa Claus what they would like
for Christmas. The Cubs have been learning about and making models of the solar
system.

The scouts have been learning some fire lighting skills and have all earned their
chefs badge by cooking a 3 course meal for a special dinner at the hall. The parents
enjoyed lamb kebabs, ham and leek risotto and fruit salad. The Scouts put a lot of
work into designing and cooking the menu so a big well done to them all.

All sections attended remembrance Sunday Service at St Gabriel’s Church to
remember those who gave their lives in wartime, including Scouts who played a big
part in both world wars.

If you have a young person who is interested in becoming a member in any section
or would like to help young people achieve their potential please contact Martin Lee
(Scout Leader) on: 07854860895.

All that remains for the term is for everyone at 1% Popley Scout Group to wish
everybody in Popley a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

Thought for the month: ‘And there won't be snow in Africa this
Christmas time, The greatest gift they'll get this year is life’ —
Bono (U2) Band Aid, ‘do they know it's Christmas?’

facebook (Search for 1% Popley Scout Group)

Follow us @ 1°* popley

° cUPs scout

Boys & Girls 6-8 Boys & Girls 8-10 %2 Boys & Girls 10 %2 -15
Tuesday 5pm-6.15pm 6.30pm-8pm 6.30-9pm
(All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term times)
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Young’s Accountancy

Chinese Food For
to take away Small Businesses

Unit 2
Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
Opening Times Call Steve Rayner on

Sunday 01256 799707 or see
5:00pm - 10:30pm www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm.-10:30pm
Tuesday Closed

e Business Accounts & Tax

e Self Assessment Returns

e Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
e Fees fixed in advance

e Meetings at home or work

LEnfu ccmacass andin weves b m wal o eey,

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

Tel: 01256 470483 Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

. : Electric Power Steering
IFREE
7 THEORY £
K fvewﬂj@? TUITION

Dual Controls
B Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for
Comfort

Electric Mirrors & Windows
GIVEN

Hampshire County Council
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com
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