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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,

BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services

International Calling Cards

If you don t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.
Come into the store and see our many special offers
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Message from the Editor:- Half way through the year already, and 
its going so fast! Each day is special in our household as we see my dear 
husband Ken fi ghting so hard each day with his cancer. There must be other 
families who are in the same boat as us. It has been a very hard time for us 
for the last 10 months, but it really has shown us who our true friends are. I 
know it’s hard to know what to say but just a hello and how are you really 
helps.
We hope we put together an interesting read for you all and try to keep you 
informed at what is going on in your area. We are always happy to receive 
your articles and try to get them in to keep variety. We are non-profi t so 

rely on the advertisements to pay for the printing of your community magazine. We hope that if 
you have a good service or a poor one you will let us know as we want you to feel that all our 
advertisers are value for money and give a good service. Hampshire County Council have a web 
site called “Buy With Confi dence”  and you are advised to check on there if you need a reliable 
service.
Travellers were back again and in the biggest numbers I have known ever. There were two camps: 
on one side (near the hospital) were 22 vans and on the other side 12 Romany  vans. The Travellers 
moved off in the night of Friday 20th - more mess to clear up and more of 
our taxes used that quite frankly could be used much better on some local 
issues. The Romany vans left soon after. Hampshire County Council have 
said they will increase the defences but admit that it will be diffi cult against 
these determined Travellers! The sooner the houses and shops are built on 
the Merton Rise site the better, is what I am hearing from many residents.
 If you want to write an article, advertise, or be a volunteer for Popley 
Matters, contact Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King 411113 via email 
editor@popleymatters.org.uk, or write to Popley Matters Group, PO Box 
6727, Basingstoke RG24 9GG.
To pass back ideas, comments, suggestions, articles or to offer help please write to:–  Popley Matters 
Group, P.O. Box 6727, Basingstoke RG24 9GG, e-mail: editor@popleymatters.org.uk. The views in 
this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the committee, or 
Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Paul Illsey; 
Treasurer Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Smith;  
Stuart Humphries; George Cousins; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell; Sheila Brandes; Elaine Dennis; 
Carole Whetton; Maud Prowting; Anne Marks; Wendy Taylor; Jo Micallef; Linda Austen; Gloria and Trevor Atkins; 
Doreen Phillips; Tessa Hollingshead; Christine Taylor and Shelly Phelps.
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Quality,
  Flexible,
   Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child 
care

Mature experienced staff
A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on 

Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or 
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

17 Hours per week totally free
15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

ONLY £3 for each hour after that
 * During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot 
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 – we’re just 
around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)
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Beckie’s Column
 Hi!  How are you?  I can’t believe how fast this year’s going. The year 11s  
have  left us now so I wish them good luck with their exams. Now we’re the oldest in 
the school.  Scary!!   Some of us year 10s have got exams as well, which means a lot 
more revising over the week’s holiday again.
 We had our fi nal Young Enterprise presentation a couple of weeks ago. We 
came second overall and won the award for best report. It was a little frustrating to 
lose by such a little amount!! But it’s been fun. Now we have to start closing down the 
company, sell our last products and give out the money we made. 
 We’ve got our work experience straight after the holiday. For two weeks we 
get to actually work in a place of our choice.  Everyone’s going to different places; 
some are going to the hospital, vets, RAF, hairdressers, shops, nurseries...I’m going to 
a school and really looking forward to it.
 While we learn what it’s like to work, years 7, 8 and 9 are doing a maths and 
computing week.  Some get to go to France for a day as well as a treat. If we are good, 
we get to go to Thorpe park at the end of term, too! 
 Well, I hope you all enjoy the holidays.  And thank you Abbi for the ideas you 
gave me. 

See ya!
Beckie

Marnel Infant School
 We have really been making the most of the beautiful weather recently. The 
families of the Year R children were invited in to make and enjoy a range of springtime 
activities including planting seeds and blowing bubbles! The weather was just perfect 
and the whole afternoon was spent outside. To celebrate the Royal Wedding the school 
joined together and enjoyed a street party on the fi eld. The children had all made crowns 
to wear and fl ags to wave, there was food to eat and some dancing too. Everyone had 
a great time wishing Prince William and Kate well. 
 Last week we had a visit from ‘Do Science!’ We all saw an interactive 
presentation in the hall and then some classes were able to spend time having hands on 
activities.
 Year 2 clubs have started again and the choices this term include athletics, 
gardening and computers.
 Next week it is Healthy Schools Week. During the week we will be holding a 
‘Jump Rope for Life’ skipping event to raise money for the British Heart Foundation 
whilst learning about healthy lifestyles. Silver Surfers have also booked places to come 
into school and work on the computers alongside their grandchildren. It will certainly 
be a busy week for all. Mrs B Cole, Headteacher, Marnel Infant School

Page 1

Grow
Elizabet

who a

Parti

If you 

wing Links is
th Road in S
are suffering 

icipants will b

are intereste

s a communit
South Ham an

from depres
learn new s

be supported
experie

ed in joining 
please conta

ty horticulture
nd Silvester 
ssion and anx
skills and imp
d in a friendly
enced horticu

our project o
act Becky Jo

re project bas
Close in Oak
xiety and pro
prove physic
y and relaxin
ulture trainer

or would just 
ones 0772099

sed on two a
kridge.  The 
ovides an op
al and menta

ng environme
r.  It is free to

like to come
96657 or 012

allotment site
project is pri
portunity to m
al wellbeing. 
ent and will w
o attend! 

e along for a 
256 361964.

es in Basings
imarily for ind
meet other p

work alongsid

couple of se
.

stoke;
dividuals

people,

de an 

essions

 Tickets are now available for the 2011 performance of Summer Time Special.  
The show will be held at the Haymarket Theatre in Basingstoke on Saturday 30 July, with 
performances at 3 and 7pm.
 This is the 9th year Miss Helen Watson has been invited by Age Concern to compile 
and direct the event, a music and laughter show for all ages all wrapped up with comedy capers.  
Live entertainment as it used to be!
 Come and join us for a stroll down memory lane, sing along to favourite songs from 
the 40s, 50s and 60s, modern day musicals and much, much more, all delivered by West End, 
television and international cabaret artists.
 All monies raised from the event will help the Basingstoke offi ce of Age Concern 
Hampshire to continue providing services to local older people.  If you want to fi nd out more 
about the services we provide please log on to our website www.ageconcernbasingstoke.org.uk 
or call us on 01256 423874.
 Tickets are all priced at £10, so the earlier you book, the better seats you will get.  
Please call the Haymarket Box Offi ce on 01256 844244 and book now!
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A View from the Fire Station
 As we enjoy the warm weather and longer lighter evenings it is unfortunate 
to report a growing number of arson fi res in the Popley and wider Basingstoke area. 
These fi res are occurring mostly during the Friday and Saturday evenings and night 
time involving refuse left out for collections, road side bins and grass / woodland 
areas.
 These fi res are not being caused accidently and whilst all are thankfully still 
small when the fi re service arrive, all big fi res start from small ones. The danger to 
public and property is obvious and it is disappointing that as we begin to enjoy the start 
of our better weather and what will hopefully be a long warm summer, there is this 
increased risk to us all caused by a few people setting deliberate fi res. 
 The fi re service work closely with our partner organisations, including the 
police, and will support any prosecution of persons found starting fi res. We only 
have to look at the local and national news to see the devastation caused by fi res in 
woodlands that have occurred just over the county border in Berkshire and to see the 
consequences of fi re. The fi re stations the north of the county, including Basingstoke, 
have been sent to support our colleagues in Berkshire to tackle the woodland fi re they 
have faced. We do not want it to happen here.
  Anyone with any information should call Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 
Dave Norgate, Group Manager, Basingstoke Group

North Popley Accessibility Improvements scheme
 Hampshire County Council is pleased to announce that the second phase 
of the North Popley Accessibility Improvements scheme will start in the week 
commencing 6 June and will take approximately 20 weeks. Focussed in the 
area around Popley Way and Carpenter's Down, the scheme will see improved 
footpaths for pedestrians and cyclists, additional road crossing locations and the 
removal of the existing traffi c calming features on Carpenter's Down that will be 
replaced with pedestrian refuge islands. 
 The scheme was developed in close partnership with Cllr Mrs Jane 
Frankum and Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, and will improve access 
for non-motorised users in the Popley area. It will provide better links to local 
schools, shops and services, making the road safer for pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers.
 Funded entirely by developer contributions that were taken to improve 
accessibility at this location, it will be implemented by Colas Limited, who have 
great experience of this kind of work on behalf of the County Council. 
 If you have any questions about the work, please contact the Client 
Manager, Tom Robison, on 01256 776138 or at Tom.Robison@hants.gov.uk.
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Your nearest fl orist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
fl owers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryfl orist.co.uk

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance

• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring 

• Gardening 
• Bricklaying

• Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted

Free Estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

Serving business & domestic customers
Check our web site for helpful information 
and special offers.

By the 50plus for people of all ages

- The 50plus -
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Handyman
• Free estimates
• Friendly advice
• On-line discount 
• NICEIC & Part P
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 IT'S the Tournament season and MFC Popley have made 
a good start to it. At the Loddon Tournament, Manager Alec 
Matthews's Under 7s team were in great form in their offi cially 
non-competitive (FA regulations) age group, with scores all level 
in their fi rst game, scoring a goal and conceding none in their next 
two, and scoring two and conceding none in their last two to end 
the morning having scored six goals and kept a clean sheet.
 At the same Tournament, Manager Dave Wright's Under 12s 
team did well, reaching the semi fi nals where, by all accounts, they 
were unlucky to go out of the competition.
 And Manager Russell Graves's much-improved Under 9s 

fi nished a gallant runner up in their competition at the same event.
 Over at Thatcham, Manager Danny Oates took an Under 10s team to the Tornadoes 
Tournament. It was a very tough event, with 24 teams from various counties in action. But the seven 
players - Josh Poynter, Kieran Carr (captain), Kalum Cousins, Cole Oates, Callum McKeaveney, 
D'Andre Brown and Felix Davies - covered themselves in glory with a fabulous effort.
 They went through their group stage, beating Calcolt Hawks 4-0, Thatcham Town Harriers 
Blue 4-0, AFC Newbury 4-0, and Barton Rovers Rebels 1-0, playing some fantastic football in this 
six-a-side tournament.
 Forward D'Andre was on fi re, ruthlessly ripping through defences time and time again, 
Cole, Kalum and Callum provided a terrifying midfi eld that overran the opposition incessantly, 
and, at the back, sweeper and captain Kieran and goalkeeper Josh were absolute rocks, keeping 
clean sheet after clean sheet. And Felix did an awesome job as substitute/utility player, coming on 
to score a fabulous headed goal from a superb Callum corner and working hard to enable players 
to rest as the competition continued.
 The boys then beat Thatcham Town Harriers A in a gruelling quarter fi nal, which went 
to extra time and Golden Goal, with a player for each team being removed after two minutes play. 
The hero here was Kalum who, despite taking two nasty knocks during the day, got up to show his 
quality over and over again. With only four players left on the pitch for each team, it was Kalum 
who scored the winner, drilling a low shot from outside the area into the far corner, out of the 
keepers' reach.
 The boys then brushed aside Woolton Hill Argyle to reach the fi nal where, in a very 
tight game, they lost by the solitary goal from a free kick to the very useful Reeve Rangers from 
Wokingham, Berkshire.
 In all, the boys never conceded an opposition goal in open play all day, playing some 
great combative and attacking football and did themselves, their parents, the coaching staff and the 
Club proud.
 Off the pitch, the Club recently had their Awards Night up at Everest Community College. 
It was a spectacular and theatrical event. A packed hall saw a superb big screen video and sound 
show put on by Club Legend Damien McKeaveney and, up on the stage, the boys gasped in 
excitement as, after the fi rst video, the big screen went up to reveal the array of glittering awards, 
so generously fi nanced by Sentinel, the Club's sponsors.
 Chairman and Founder of the Club Lee Austen hosted the evening with his trademark 
panache - and moments of comedy genius! - every single player at the Club went home with an 
award of some kind and the sense of unity sent yet another welcome wave of the feel-good factor 
fl owing through MFC Popley Youth.
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B.A.S
Plumbing Services

all property maintance
kitchens

bathrooms
decorating
electrics

gardening
free qoutes

Call nick
07500242173

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Free Quotations, Decorating, General Gardening, Landscaping, Professional 
Cleaning, Quality Carpets, Plumbing, Electrical, Tiling, All building aspects 
Renovating, Property Snagging Inspections, Blinds & Curtains made to 
measure, Furnishing Packages and much, much more! 

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON 01256 355 999/ 07789110000 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qpshomes.co.uk or email peter@qpshomes.co.uk
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Dear residents,

We hope you are well and are enjoying the nice weather we 
are receiving. 
Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team has continued working 
on the following priorities which will run until June 2011: 

1. Drug dealing on Abbey Road.
2. Nuisance Motorcycles.
3. Anti-social behaviour Specklewood Road.

We have received large amounts of information from residents refgarding 
drug dealing on Abbey Road, thank you this extremely valuable and most 
welcome to assist Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team making Popley a 
safer place to live.

Beats surgeries are planned for the following:

 1. 17 June - 7:00pm Popley Fields Community Centre

 2. 15 July - 7:00pm Popley Fields Community Centre.

 3. 12 August - 7:00pm Popley Fields Community Centre.

These give residents an opportunity to come along and discuss their 
concerns with Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team.  We will also be 
displaying Crime Prevention information and are happy to give advice.

Other news:

We have received an increase in garage breaks in Guernsey Close.  This is 
a good opportunity for us to remind owners to ensure garages are left secure 
and for residents in this area to report any suspicious activities to the local 
beat team.

PC 20686 Dan CARTER- PC 20596 Chris BRINDLEY - PCSO 13284 Phil 
RAPLEY - PCSO 14587 Sarah DANKS
Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team
Old Basing Beat Offi ce
http://www.hampshire.police.uk/Internet/localpolicing/northeast/basingstoke/town/Popley.htm
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BBQ and all things strawberry!

St Gabriel's Church

A Brilliant
afternoon of

Fun for all
the Family

in the stocks!
Bouncy Castle

Fantastic Grand Raffle!

Strawberry Fayre

Tombola

Petting Zoo!

Saturday 25th June
from 1 - 4pm

Tewkesbury Close off Popley Way

IStrawberries
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442

Marnel and Merton Community Group
 At the May Steering Group meeting of the Marnel and Merton Community 
Group arrangements for the Big Lunch on Sunday 5th June between 12 and 3pm were 
fi nalised.  Here's hoping everyone enjoys a good time bringing their picnics, meeting 
their neighbours, making new friends and enjoying the music, bouncy castle and other 
activities that are planned.   At the Big Lunch you will also have a chance to tell us  
what your key concerns are about living here in Marnel Park and Merton Rise.
 The group agreed key milestones to make sure we achieve the goal of 
producing the Marnel and Merton Community Plan in February 2012.  There are a 
number of small, short term projects where more volunteers would be welcome.  We 
are looking for people who are interested in or who have expertise in website design or 
who are interested in being involved in planning a one off consultation with children 
and young people in the area or being part of a small group co-ordinating objections to 
the proposed development of 550 new houses in the fi elds next to Marnel Park.
 Come along to the Big Lunch and get involved and really make the most of the 
opportunities to be involved and infl uence the development of the community plan for 
the area in which you live.
 If you are interested in the work of the group or volunteering please contact 
marnelparkresidentgroup@hotmail.co.uk for further information.

 We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 3.00pm Also available- Breakfast and Lunch club (for further details 
contact Elaine on 363156)

Monday evening -  C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick boxing from 6:30- 8.00pm
Tuesday evening -  Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm.  
   Finish around  9.45pm. (Light Refreshments available  halftime)
Wednesday evening -  C.M.A  Kick boxing from  7.00-8.30pm
Thursday evening -
Friday evening-  Friday Club  (children) 5.00-6.15pm
Sunday Afternoon- Christian Family Fellowship 4.00-6.30pm

 THE HALL IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES ETC AT 
A VERY REAONABLE RATES. FOR  DETAILS RING 01256-363156.                
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Dear Friends

June, June oh June! Sitting here in my study writing this I keep glancing out of 
the window and looking over the church grounds.  We’re well into spring now and 
summer is swiftly approaching. I know this because the grass is growing at a speedy 
rate accompanied by the inevitable weed patch that forms the border of the church 
car park.  We have plans to dig this out in a couple of weeks and plant some border 
and bedding plants which I am certain will improve its appearance – or will it?

A couple of years ago when we fi rst dug this bed out I threw in a mixture of wild 
fl ower seeds and this year in among the nettles and dock leaves we have some lovely 
wild daisies and what looks like a wild fuchsia (I’m no expert on fl ower and fauna).  
In its untidiness there is a kind of beauty in this stretch of land that I fi nd fascinating.  
God’s wondrous creativity emerges not just at the Chelsea Flower Show or our well 
planted parks and gardens but in the unruliness of weeds and wild fl owers. He loves 
them too, they are part of his creation, and I have no doubt that the wildlife is also 
greatly enjoying the less cultivated areas of St Gabriel’s.

Same for us really!  We don’t all lead neat and orderly lives. Sometimes circumstance 
and situation mean that there can be a wildness and unruliness about our lives that is
beyond our control and can make us feel isolated or cut off from the stuff of life that 
others take as normal. Does that mean we’re isolated or cut off from the God who 
created us, desires the best for us and has a plan for us?  Not a bit of it!  Jesus said ‘I 
have come to seek and save the lost!’ Whatever or wherever we fi nd ourselves Jesus 
knows us and is alongside us ready and waiting to share with us. 

The trouble is, left unchecked the weeds can choke the life out of the fl owers and 
so, sadly, I need to take action in order to save the fl owers! Maybe we’ll leave just a 
little patch of weeds to serve as a reminder and to help the wildlife!  God too acted to 
prevent the weeds of circumstance and situation choking the life out of you – he sent 
his son Jesus to live, to die and to be raised again for you.  If you want to get in touch 
with the ultimate Gardener then come along to St Gabriel’s any Sunday morning at 
10.30am and we’ll show you how.

Instead of our usual Summer Fair, St Gabriel’s this year is staging a Strawberry Fair 
on Saturday June 25th from 1-4pm.  All things strawberry is the theme! There is a 
café running throughout providing refreshments and there will be a large bouncy 
castle and other stalls. We hope that you’ll come along and enjoy this special 
community event – see the advert in this issue and look for the posters that will be 
appearing in the next few weeks all over Popley.

Your Friend in Christ.
Arthur

Vicar of St Gabriel’s
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Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West

Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315

Man & Van for Hire
Local Company For Popley 

Residents
No Job too Big or Small

Open 7 Days a Week
Call for a Free Quote

01256  560 358
07530 625 738

ELECTRIC
DOMESTIC

LIMITED

• New installations, Additions,
Rewires and Consumer Units

• Sockets and Lighting
• Garden Lighting, Outdoor

Sockets and Security Lighting
• Periodic Inspection Reports
• All work complies to BS 7671
• ELECSA Part P approved

Tel: 07825223593
www.electric-domestic.co.uk
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SOUTH EAST WATER HELPS DANCE BOGUS CALLERS AWAY

 A combination of tea, tips on home safety and twinkle-toed pensioners has 
helped South East Water deliver a crucial message about bogus callers.
 South East Water, supported by Hampshire Police, hosted a free tea dance 
yesterday (19 May 2011) for senior residents from Basingstoke to raise awareness of 
‘bogus callers’ who pretend to be from the water board.
 The dance was held at Carnival Hall and featured lots of advice and tips 
from South East Water, Hampshire County Council Trading Standards, the Gas Safe 
Register and local Police Community Support Offi cers on how customers can keep 
themselves safe in their own homes.
 The event comes as South East Water undertakes a programme of work starting 
in Basingstoke in July 2011 to install customer water meters across parts of Sussex, 
Hampshire, Kent, Berkshire and Surrey to secure water resources for customers in the 
region.
 Customer safety is a priority for South East Water, which is working closely 
with Hampshire Police to help customers protect themselves against bogus callers 
whilst meters are being installed in the area.
 Steve George, South East Water Customer Services Director, said: “We are 
delighted with the turn out for our tea dance. We were keen to fi nd a fun way of 
communicating the important message about bogus caller safety to vulnerable members 
of society and we were encouraged by the response we received from the community. 
A good time was had by all.”
 In most cases, the installation of a new meter will not involve South East 
Water staff or contractors needing to enter people’s homes as most new meters are 
installed in the ground just outside the property. However, on some occasions this may 
be necessary and South East Water staff will always try and make an appointment in 
advance.
 Detective Sergeant Chris Daw of Hampshire Constabulary, said: “If you are 
in any doubt when someone calls at your home claiming to be from South East Water, 
you should ask for their identifi cation card. 
 “South East Water staff, as well as contractors working for the company, 
are fully aware of this procedure and are happy to wait while customers check their 
identifi cation.
 “You can also call Hampshire Police on 101 to report any suspicious activity 
of individuals claiming to be from South East Water, but who are not presenting the 
required ID or have not abided by the procedure to wait whilst their identifi cation is 
checked.”
 Anyone with concerns that someone isn’t genuinely working for the water 
company can also call South East Water’s metering helpline on 0333 000 0003 to ask 
for confi rmation.
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Councillors Page: Eight Traveller vans moved onto Merton Rise on the 8th, I contacted 
both councils and a welfare visit was conducted on the 9th. Five vans appeared to leave, leaving three, 
but within two days there were 22. I went to Winchester and saw the Leader of the Council to ask for 
urgent action. By the 17th there were two illegal camps. One camp of 22 by the hospital and 12 Romany 
in front of Everest College. There were many calls to 101 over these days by myself and residents and 
I constantly contacted the councils. I was adamant that we were not going to have the many months of 
Travellers on these sites like last year. Visits were made by Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Of  cers and police on 
a daily basis. Section 61 to move them quickly could and should have been used after the many calls of 
fearful residents and an incident in the local Fastfare shop.
On the 20th a summons was ready to be served but the encampment of 22 had gone in the night before. 
The 12 remaining were served with the notice and a court date on the 24th with enforcement by bailiffs 
if they didn’t move on. I have been assured that even more sturdy defences against incursions will be 
introduced but I remain sceptical. Please phone 101 as soon as you see even one van anywhere in Popley. 
If you see any anti-social behaviour or suspect crime, phone 101 and please contact any of your local 
Councillors as well.
To contact me, phone 819924, mobile 07974098131, email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk or write to 405 
Abbey Road, Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL

Popley East: As this is my fi rst article 
for the Popley Matters as a new Cllr I would like 
to say a big thank you to everyone in Popley East 
who voted for me. I am delighted to have been 
elected to represent the area that I have lived in 
and around my whole life. Mary Brian, the previous 
Labour Councillor, has done a truly fantastic job in 
the ward and I intend to keep up the good work. 
 This weekend I went to Popley Festival. 
I remember how much I looked forward to 
the festival each year as a child and what an 
enjoyable day it was. It was the same this year, 
packed with families having fun. Popley Festival 
has really grown over the years and I hope that it 
continues to get bigger and better in the way that 
it has done. 
 As I’m sure many of you will by now be 
aware, David Wilson Homes want to build another 
500 houses on the land at Kiln Farm, next to 
Jersey and Guernsey Close.  Along with many 
local residents, I am opposed to these plans. I am 
not against development but Popley has had more 
than its fair share in recent years and it is time 
to say enough is enough. I am working with my 
fellow Popley Cllrs Jane Frankum, Paul Frankum 
and Andy McCormick to oppose these plans. We 
have started a petition against the development 
and we are encouraging residents to write to the 
council to stop the land at Kiln Farm, known as 
BAS104, from being allocated for development. 
If you would like to get involved in this campaign 
then please contact Andy, Jane, Paul or myself. 
Cllr Shelley Phelps 07834 818489 or Cllr Andy 
McCormick 01256 419376 or 07879 436985

Popley West: No, no, no, to even more 
dwellings on the Kiln Farm site. This is located 
by Jersey and Guernsey and the back of 
Marnel Park right up to Merton Rise. Enough 
is enough our roads won’t take it. The wildlife 
will su  er and what was a pleasant walk will 
be gone. Here are not the school places (didn’t 
we say don’t close Chineham Park School?). 
The new road works and safe crossings work 
being done now does not include provision 
for 550 more houses and cars and pedestrians. 
There is unlikely to be social housing as 
we previously knew it, it probably will be 
“a  ordable” the new way of this government 
allowing much higher rents. More about 
this in next month’s Popley Matters. We 
have started a petition to go to Basingstoke 
Council to ask that the site is not included 
for development. You can sign it in Fastfare, 
Popley Fields, and Melrose Hall, also there 
is an e-petition (h  p://www.ipetitions.com/
petition/popley-kiln-farm). We will also be 
going round knocking on doors when we 
can. If you would like a copy or would like 
to help please contact us on 819924 or email 
jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk or Shelley Phelps 
on cllr.shelly.phellps@basingstoke.gov.uk 
You can also write to Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council and ask that they do not 
build on this beautiful tranquil piece of green 
farm land.
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It was great to see so many at Popley Festival, it was a great day and 
thankfully the weather held- just!
Do you have green fi ngers? We are looking for more volunteers to help 
with our community garden, all tools provided. No matter how much or 
little time you can spare will be a great help. Please contact Vicki in the 
offi ce for more details.

I am pleased to say that our Slimming World group is doing so well that Hazel has 
started a second group at the earlier time of 5.30pm every Wednesday. 
WHATS ON:
MONDAY:    10.00am-12pm  Friendly Café  
    7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:   4.00-9.00pm AG Dance Academy 
    9.30am-2.30pm Peebles Children s Centre
WEDNESDAY: 9.30-11.30am Popley Little People, Mother and Toddler group 
    9.00-11.00am  Quit Smoking Clinic
    12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
    7.30-9.00pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:  10.00am-12pm Friendly Café
FRIDAY:    6.30-7.45pm  MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
    8.00- 9.15pm age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY:  9.00am-12.30pm AG Dance Academy 
SUNDAY:   MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keble on 462351 for times of services.
Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding receptions, and 
conferences. Please Ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail 
us at Melrosehall@tiscali.co.uk.   Also  nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

Saddle Up for Summer! 

Calling all Cyclists!  The Big Wheel Bike Ride is back - Sunday 17th July!

This year there are four fantastic fully supported routes of under 5 miles, a 
brand new route of 15 miles, 27 miles and a truly challenging 51 miles that is 
designed for regular cyclists or those undertaking training. All routes set off from 
Down Grange Sports Complex, Basingstoke and there are timed starts between 
9:00am and 10:30am. 

At the Down Grange Sports Complex, Basingstoke participants and their supporters can 
enjoy fabulous entertainment including the Kestrel FM roadshow, the Basingstoke Sports 
Gym, fun and games from Danny the Magician, a variety of stalls to browse, and the 
yummy ice cream and Candy Floss vans.  The day will also be supported by Access Legal 
Shoosmiths, who will have lots of children’s competitions, fun and games, and 
opportunities to win some great prizes 

So whether you are looking for a challenge or just a fun family day out – get on your bike 
and head to Down Grange on Sunday 17th July for Big Wheel 17! 

Entry fees are £16 for Adults, £8 for Children, £42 for a family (2 adults, 2 children), £30 
for a Tandem.  On the day entry fees will be £20 for adults and £10 for children – so sign 
up early to save money!  To enter, complete the tear-off slip of the newsletter or register 
online at www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events 
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

Jane Smith
Barber/Hairdresser

DISCOUNT ON FAMILIES
Home Visits  07746 700 760

Mens from £10.00
Boys from £7.50
Ladies from £12.50

Blow Dry £15.00
Girls from £9.00
Senior Men from £5.00
Senior Ladies      from £10.00
Cut & Blow dry £12.50
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35 and 45 minute classes of pure
MADness with MAD Academy
Babies from 3 months to crawling actions, signing and
sensory stimulation

Walkers to 2 years music, movement and motor
development

2 to 4 years dance, musicality and beat competency

Classes in Popley, Brighton Hill &
Kempshott
Call Cathy on 01256 325464

movement – rhythms – songs – instruments – listening – games

Birthday
Parties
too!

Based 
friendl

Worki

Plas

in Basin
ly, reliable

ng to a hig

Call D

sterin

T
ngstoke, H
e, quality 

gh quality

B

Darren tod

D
g, De

So

Tel: 07
Hampshir
service to 

y standard,

•  Re-ski
•  Dot &
•  Dry Li
•  Covin
•  Board
•  Patchi
•  Pebble
•  Artex 

efore      

day on 07

DW
ecorat
olutio

7545 8
re, DWL 
 domestic

, services 

ims
& Dab 

ining
ng
ding
ing
e Dashin
covered

7545 863

WL
ting a

ons

863851
is a sm

 and comm

include:

g and Re

        Aft

3851 for 

and B

1
all busine
mercial se

endering

ter

free Esti

Buildi

ess provi
ectors.

imates.

ing

ding a 

Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 

Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434
0118 948 7033 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 
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This month we would like to start off by thanking everybody who supported us 
during our tri district St Georges Day Parade and at the Popley festival. Both 
events were enjoyed by all the sections and it was brilliant to have the support 
of the wider community.  We are planning to be involved in more community 
events soon so if you see the 1st Popley banner come and have a chat! 
 
As ever all the sections have been busy and as you can see from the middle 
photo, the Cubs have been going back to basics like our Chief Scout Bear Grylls 
and learning how to construct their own shelters from natural materials. They 
have also been creating their own ‘coats of arms’ in order to gain their heritage 
badge. 
 
The Scout section has been working on problem solving, and were faced with a 
few scenarios to get them thinking together and working as a team. We 
encourage team work and are always looking for young people looking for 
adventure to join our team. Also we are looking for big kids to join our team of 
leaders! If you fit this description and would like to help out with any of the 
sections please ring Martin Lee (Scout leader) on: 07854860895. 
 

       Boys & Girls 6-8           Boys & Girls 8-10 ½            Boys & Girls 10 ½ -15
          Tuesday 5-6.15pm          6.30-8pm                         6.30-9pm 
 (All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term 
times) 
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2011
This year’s Festival was very successful and well attended by many 
local residents, as well as people from further a, field. 

The festival was opened this year by the Mayor David Leeks. 

The weather this year was the best we have had for a couple of years 
and even the sun came out for us. 

Many people enjoyed the car boot, charity stalls, funfair rides and stalls,
the police cars and vans, the fire engine, archery, and a performance by 
Spotlight Dance Group. 

The Festival committee would like to thank everyone who supports it 
especially the volunteers and a special thanks to Sentinel Housing who 
are our main sponsor. 

Over 55s Forum
 Our next Open Forum meeting will be on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at the 
Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke. Time 9.30am registration, 10.00am start, 
fi nish by 1pm.
 Guest Speakers are 4 Students from BCOT talking about 4 Subject, so that 
the Over 55s can go in and work with the students for an Intergeneration Day. It is 
hoped that in the future the students will be able to go and carry out small jobs for 
the Over 55s.
 Sandra Quinn from the Payments Council talking about "Saving our Cheque".
 Rachel Lawson from the South East Water talking about the installation of 
water meter in Basingstoke and surrounding town.
 New members are alway welcome, membership fee is still only £6. 
Membership to date is over 530.
 Date for your diary: Variety Show to celebrate the "International Day for 
Older People" 1st October 2011 at Queen Mary College. 2pm to 5pm. Tickets £5.
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Ever thought you might need a solicitor?
What on earth are solicitors like?

Would you know what to expect if you had to see a solicitor?
Are all solicitors the same?

Modern life can seem so complicated and sometimes, just sometimes, you may need someone to help
you sort things out perhaps an accountant or your bank manager or even a solicitor. No one likes to
feel they have got themselves into a legal dispute but sometimes it’s unavoidable – you may have a
really difficult neighbour who disputes the boundary round your house, or a boss who discriminates

against you or a business issue. But if you have never set foot inside a law firm
before, what on earth should you expect?

Well, now’s your chance to find out.

Come along to our informal ‘Open morning’ on Saturday 25th June
and drop in for coffee and cup cakes. You’ll be able to meet our friendly
solicitors who really are approachable, speak your language and are people

you can trust with your personal and business affairs. You may be thinking of moving house, making a
will, concerned about business issues, or you may be in the thick of a relationship breakdown.
Whatever is on your mind, you’ll find us good listeners and ….. we do make great coffee and cup cakes!
After all, we’ve been serving our local business and private community for the last 25 years.

Phillips’ ‘Open morning’ on Saturday 25th June 2011, 9.30 12.00
Drop in for coffee and cup cakes we’d love to meet you.
Or call us to make a specific appointment on 01256 460830
Phillips Solicitors, Town Gate, 38 London Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NY
Telephone: 01256 460830; visit our website at www.phillips law.co.uk
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Villager June 2011
Summary of the Chairman’s Report to the May 2011 SSJ Parish Council AGM
 Last year we refl ected that SSJ Parish comprised 1,100 dwellings – split roughly 50/50 between SSJ 
Village and the newer areas of Speckled Wood Road, Merton Rise and Marnel Park.  One year on, that number has 
increased to 1,250; the newer areas are now in the majority!
 The Regional Planning Strategy, the review of the BDBC Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
(SHLAA), the BDBC New Homes Consultation late in 2010 and fi nally the proposal for further houses at Marnel Park 
(Phase 2) mean that planning and the threat of further building is never far from the Parish Council’s considerations.  
The preliminary proposals for further building at Marnel Park – referred to as BAS104 in the SHLAA - prompted 
two well-attended open meetings with a strong majority against development; especially as the current building at 
Merton Rise is still a long way from complete. Everyone is urged to write to BDBC and make their opposition 
known (details can be found on the PC website).
 In the Village, we have also been in correspondence with Carter Jonas (for the owner) and BDBC regarding 
the options for the allotments in Dark Lane.  A proposal for three houses plus open land and allotments has been 
put forward – and rejected by BDBC.  The fi nal outcome is not yet clear. 
 In anticipation of development of the Park Prewett Golf Course with 750 houses – reportedly one of 
the fi rst build now/ pay later schemes for government-owned land - we have been successful in obtaining a TPO 
for the tree belt along the A340.  The development will inevitably add to the traffi c congestion in the area and the 
dangers of using the A340 – especially in West End.  With this very much in mind, the PC purchased a second SID 
during the year – so that one of the units alternates between the northbound and southbound A340.  The A340 / Elm 
Rd junction at Elm Bottom remains a major concern – we are still trying to persuade HCC to take more positive 
measures, without destroying the rural nature of SSJ.
Do please complete and return the Public Transport Survey that was sent to you this month.  
 We note that ECC has applied for Academy Status – the Parish Council is very concerned about the 
poor recent academic results; we should remember that improved academic achievement was one of the driving 
arguments for the Merton Rise / Marnel Park development in the fi rst place.  This has not yet been delivered.
 The SSJ Football Club has been extremely successful again this year – well done to the Mens’ and Boys’ 
teams.  There have been parking problems on match days – not acceptable and very annoying for residents in Vyne 
Rd.  We hope that the plan which has now been put into action will deliver better results .
 The Chute Teenage Ball Play Area was completed recently – with grants from BDBC, the LEADER 
Fund, and HAT’s (Hampshire Action Teams) Initial reaction has been really positive – I must specifi cally thank 
Clover Morgan for her hard work in that respect – although we are monitoring a possible weed problem.
 Church Path Repairs are planned for the summer – so we can get rid of the unsightly temporary barriers.
 We are very pleased to record that the PC collected further funding via the Precept to allow for two 
donations to the Village Hall mortgage fund.  The Parish Council continues with its modest support of the Village 
Post Offi ce
 The Parish Council has met with the newly-formed Marnel and Merton Community Group and stands 
ready to assist where possible.  After the AGM, we will be hearing from Paul Chatterton about the BDBC Governance 
process to consider whether there should be a change in the Parish Council boundaries - specifi cally whether SSJ 
Village and Marnel Park / Merton Rise should spilt, or continue together.  This is a matter for all electors to exercise 
their democratic rights.
 During the year, Mrs Becky Jones resigned as a Cllr after 6 years on the Parish Council – I would like 
to thank her (again) for her dedicated and forceful service.  Becky’s resignation left a vacancy on the Council, so 
we were delighted that Mr Syd Abraham applied to join us, and he was duly co-opted. 
 Thanks, as always, go to my fellow Cllrs, Mrs Clover Morgan the Parish Clerk, the Village Hall 
Management Committee led by Mrs Sue Burlingham, the Chute Pavilion Management Committee – John Edwards 
and Judith Darmady, Shelley Moore and the other volunteers who run the Seniors’ Coffee Morning, Mrs Shelagh 
Cooper - our litter picker, Mike Barham the Caretaker for both VH and Chute Pavilion, BDBC Cllrs – Jane Frankum 
and John Leek and our HCC Cllr Keith Chapman.  We are delighted to see WPC Edwards (Mims) ‘back on the 
beat’ – thanks to PCSO Geoff Fermor-Dunman for looking after us again.
The Offi cers for 2011/12 remain unchanged  - please continue to show your support for the Parish Council.

Julian Crawley, Chairman
Website: www.ssj.hampshire.org.uk/

Next Meeting: SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm Monday 27th June 2011. 



Page 12

Popley Festival  Fun! 
Popley Festival was a great success for all.  Staff met up with many faces old 
and new and had lots of appreciative comments. 
One mum saying the centre had been a real life saver for her with her first baby 
and now she is expecting again, she was looking forward to returning as a 
regular visitor. 
Most families were aware of the centre and had completed our yellow 
registration forms to receive up to date information on our courses, groups and 
activities.  Some parents were able to sign up there and then, received an 
information pack and were looking forward to visiting the centre shortly. 
We look forward to seeing you 

Parent Quote of the month! 
‘Pebbles Children’s Centre has given me the support and confidence I needed 
to develop my parenting skills.  I now look forward to all the activities I can do 
with my son, knowing that I wont give up at the first hurdle’ 
Leigh-Anne Hardwick (Mum to Harrison aged 4) 

Parents Forum 
Wednesday 8 June 11am-12pm at Pebbles CC.  WE NEED YOU!  Please 
come and join us at the next parents forum.  This is an informal meeting where 
you can have your say about what goes on at the centre.  As staff we do our 
best to provide a good service but to provide a good service we need to know 
what YOU want! 
Creche available – please book now

What’s New at Pebbles? 
We have an exciting new 5 week course coming soon called ‘Healthy Living’ for 
parents / carers and their children aged 2.5 - 5 years. 
This course is designed for parents and carers who may be struggling with 
challenging weight / health issues and covers topics such as understanding 
food labels, portion sizes and cooking on a budget.   
Only £1 per week – total cost of £5 to be paid at the time of booking. 

Boogie Mites – FREE 6 week course funded by Hampshire Learning.
For crawlers – 2.5 year old children and their carers. 
Boogie Mites write songs and run music workshops to inspire young children 
and their carers to make learning fun through music. 
Call the centre to register your interest! 

29 July Family Fun Day 11am-3pm.  A FREE event for children with 
families aged 8 and under.  Come and join us with a picnic and have some 
fun.

Contact Pebbles Children’s Centre on 01256 357028 email 
pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk or visit www3.hants.gov.uk/pebbles-cc 
Pebbles Children’s Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley, Basingstoke, Hampshire, 
RG24 9BP 
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

 

 

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN
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DIARIES FROM THE OLD CODGER.

 June, count down to Christmas! How the years fl y by, as we 
grow older we can’t turn back time but we can keep doing what we can 
whilst we are still fi t and able. I am lucky in some ways as I have Her 
Indoors that keeps pushing me on. Saying that, I have to make sure she 
is not behind me at the top of the stairs.  I keep coming up with ideas 
for the community and the town and yes a few have come to fruition 
and some have not got off the drawing board. The main thing is not to 
give up trying or you just grow old and useless and the brain box gives in. 
When as a youngster I, along with my granddad, dad and my uncle, would often be seen down 
Petticoat Lane selling pigeons and fi nches that granddad bred. He had hundreds of fi nches so he 
made a good few bob from them, at a shilling a time, or fi ve pence in “new “ money. Pigeons 
were half a crown depending on the colour of them. The best bit about that was people would 
take them home and after a week let them out. Of course straight back home they came and 
then down the lane to sell again; boy anything to make a living. People think chicken eggs for 
breakfast but two or three pigeon eggs were wonderful so another source of food for us. None 
of my sisters or brother would eat them so that was more for me. They were great days. My 
childhood is full of memories, like long distance pigeon racing. \some races were 400 miles 
and you could only time your pigeon up to 9pm at night. If they did not get home by then, at 
4am in the morning we would be seen sitting on the platform of the pigeon loft waiting for 
the birds to arrive. They eventually did so. Mum would be up as well.  I was the tea boy and 
mum would make tea and bacon sandwiches. I would have to go down to the house to get 
them. Our back garden was very long and it was on a steep hill so you can imagine a young 
lad with 4 cups of tea and a pile of bacon sandwiches on a tray taking them back up to them? 
You had tea soaked sandwiches and half the tea swimming in the tray. After the war we lived 
in the country, near to Kenley Aerodrome in Surrey. They made the fi lm Reach for the Sky 
up there. I can remember my brother and I going up to see them do some of the fi lming. By 
the aerodrome was a very large tree. As far back as I could remember it never had a leaf on it 
and you could see it right across the valley. This was the direction we would scan our eyes. If 
one of our pigeons came home from over that tree we knew it was a winner most of the time.  
Also on another note about my younger years, as we sat in the early morning sun granddad 
said to me “Always remember son, the childhood you have now, your adulthood is built on 
this.” At the time I did not quite get it but still granddad was always right so I did not say 
anything. It was not until my adulthood I remembered those words, and how true they were. 
The way your life starts out you should build on the strengths of that and take this through 
your life,. No obstacle is too great and you can give love and help when people need you the 
most, even if it is only an ear.
 Again on saying that I, as you know have Her Indoors. Over the years I have become quite 
deaf I now wear two hearing aids. Not very good to look at but when she gets going I can just 
turn them off and just nod now and then. Boy it gets her going… Well I hope you all enjoyed 
the Popley Festival again this year. I know I will be around as usual health and weather per-
mitting. Until next month

Take care, the Old Codger
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Slimming World is worlds apart from the typical image of dieting the diet clubs.
Come along and experience the group with no obligation to join.

Is there ever a good time to shed a few pounds.......... 
Yes, now!!!!!!

Come along to fi nd out how fl exible and easy the Food Optimising plan is so you can be the person you want to be.
There are no strangers, only friends yet to meet.

Any questions call Hazel

07796 158 098
hazeleastman.sw72@yahoo.com

Popley Melrose Hall
7.30pm

Every Wednesday evening

Oakridge
Tuesdays at 7.00pm

Oakridge West, Upton Crescent,

Slimming World 
is now back in 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models
Cars & light Commercials

Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers

Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery & collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly & personal service call mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00pm-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT Cheques accepted. Minimum 

£5.00 & with banker’s Card
Telephone orders welcome

Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 
Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 

Some of our food may contain ingredients
 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize

Menu’s Available
http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with free 

local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
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Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE)

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council's fourth trial waste electrical and 
electronic equipment (WEEE) collection will start in June and residents are 
being encouraged to put out all their unused, broken or redundant electrical 
equipment and batteries for collection. 

So far the trial has resulted in more than 160 tonnes of residents'
electrical items being recycled instead of being sent to the incinerator as waste. 

In addition, some changes have been made to these collections following 
feedback from residents and the collection company and it is hoped that the 
new changes will make the system more simple and effi cient. 

Previously, households included in the trial would receive a leafl et with a 
collection date on it. Now those residents who would like WEEE collected 
will need to request a collection, either through the council website or by 
telephoning Midex on 0800 731 6646. They will then be given a collection date 
and instructions on where to leave their WEEE items. 

Cabinet Member for the Environment and Climate Change Cllr Elaine Still
said: "The WEEE collections are a simple and convenient way to recycle all 
of the broken or unwanted electrical items residents have in their homes. It is 
really encouraging to see how many residents have got involved with the trial 
so far and I would encourage even more people to get on board to save these 
items from going to waste." 

WEEE is any redundant or waste electrical items, with a plug or which used 
batteries, and includes your small domestic 
batteries.

To fi nd out what households are included in 
the trial area or for more information on the 
WEEE collection trial, please visit http://
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/recycle or call 
the council on (01256) 844844.

Page 15

A1 CARS (B’STOKE)

TAXI/MINIBUS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

any job any distance 
up to 8 seats  

465000/322020
(TAXI)             (CHAUFFEUR) 

EMAIL; a1cars@btinternet.com

AIRPORTS / DOCKS/ WEDDINGS 
NIGHTS OUT / THEATRES, ETC 

CREDIT/ DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

a1executivecars.net
SPECIALISISTS IN; 

                   AIRPORT TRANFERS, WEDDINGS
AND ALL JOURNEYS AND OCCASIONS  

WHERE AN EXECUTIVE CAR IS REQUIRED.

322020/465000 or 07761319989 
             EMAIL; a1executivecars@btinternet.com

a1executivecars.net runs a fleet of E Class Mercedes
and MPV vehicles, we can cater for up to 8 passengers.

We offer travel to and from all major Airports,
     Docks, Towns and Cities in Southern England.

We cater for Weddings, Sporting Events, Concerts,
     Shopping Trips and all other Special Occasions.

      Private and Corporate Customers Welcome  

Sparklies
Local window cleaners

Glass,frames & sills.
Gutters & fascias
Conservatories

Reliable  Fully Insured
Competitive Prices

please call Darren on
01256 322 757 or

07738710885

Mobile Hairstylist
Full range of Salon 

services in your own 
home at competitive 

prices.
10% Discount for new clients.

Call Sara
07769 186883
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Three Peaks Challenge
 My name is Tony Hart and I have lived in Popley for several years. In 
March 2009, my wife, Gemma, gave birth to identical twin boys, Noah and 
Freddie, who were born seven weeks premature. They both spent a month in the 
Special Care Baby Unit in Basingstoke Hospital. When the boys came, home, 
they were healthy happy individuals. In November 2009 we went for a day out 
to the Sea Life Centre in Portsmouth, only to fi nd that one of our boys wasn’t 
breathing properly. That night he was taken into the High Dependency Unit and 
two days later, his twin brother followed. Both boys had caught bronchiolitis, 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus, (RSV) and adenovirus.  The boys spent three months 
in hospital that winter. Sometimes they got home for 24/48 hours and occasionally 
they made it home for a week before becoming ill again. Both boys needed help 
with their breathing, whether it was oxygen head boxes or more seriously when 
they were put on breathing machines called CPAP.
 We fi nally came home in the February with lots of long term medication 
and managed to stay pretty healthy over the summer except for a few little trips 
to hospital for respiratory problems. Then in the September, we found Noah 
having a seizure, something we hadn’t expected and we were very new to it. 
Noah was back in hospital for several days for monitoring but then was again, 
fi t and healthy. We managed to go on a winter holiday with the boys but within 2 
weeks of returning home the hospital trips started again. Noah had more seizures 
and then they both had more respiratory problems. We have been in hospital 
this winter, every month since September. Noah has been on a ventilator in 
Southampton’s Intensive Care Unit and Freddie has been on CPAP machines in 
Basingstoke’s High Dependency Unit. For eight days we travelled to and from 
the two hospitals splitting our time between them.
 The boys have had many tests done and we now know they have a 
condition called Broncomalcia. They are also treated for asthma, chronic 
constipation, seizures, (which we are still awaiting the MRI) and both are on a 
high calorie diet due to them having lost a lot of weight during their months of 
illness. We also have a Broncoscopy booked in for Freddie next week and are 
awaiting a date for CT scans for both boys. They are developmentally delayed 
and receive a lot of physiotherapy from a great team of people and are currently 
being referred to another team called Portage to help with all over development.
 Throughout their short lives so far we have been up and down at 
Basingstoke Hospital for over twenty admissions. We have used an awful lot 
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of resources and continue to still need them. We have met many consultants, 
doctors and nurses and we now have a great team of people who look after the 
boys including the community nurses who come out to the house when the boys 
are poorly plus the physiotherapists and everyone else who helps us. We have 
made friends with a lot of the staff and without their help and support, myself 
and my wife would have felt the last two years to have been a great strain. We 
can’t thank them enough for what they have done, for the excellent service and 
support that we have received throughout.
 With all this in mind, I’m completing the Three Peaks Challenge with my 
brother, Matt, friend, Dan and my father, Chris. We aim to complete the Three 
Peaks within 24 hours including the travel time, climbing the highest peaks in 
Scotland, England and Wales in July 2011. We aim to raise money and awareness 
for the Children’s Ward, G2 at Basingstoke Hospital for everything that they 
have done for me and my family.
 The boys will hopefully have a good summer this year and it will give 
them time to grow and become stronger. We see our team regulary and are in 
close contact with Basingstoke Hospital. The boys take a lot of regular medication 
and will continue to do so for some time, we hope that the next winter will be 
a little kinder to the boys and their health issues. When Noah and Freddie are 
well, they are happy little boys with lots of personality.
 Please help us to raise money on behalf of the Children’s Ward at 
Basingstoke Hospital. They help an awful lot of sick children on a daily basis, 
we know this fi rst hand. Please visit our web page www.virginmoneygiving.com/
team/3peaksg2

Tony Hart


