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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,

BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services

International Calling Cards

If you don t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.
Come into the store and see our many special offers
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Message from the Editor:- Sadly on 21st July my dear husband 
Ken passed away, but not before Popley Matters was at the printers. On the 
19th Ken told Paul to go and get Popley Matters ready Paul did not want to 
leave his dad. Ken got in the big guns and asked the doctors to make Paul go 
home and do the Matters. By that night the Matters was laid out and Ken said 
“Proofi ng?” So we had to take it to the proofers on the 20th they returned the 
copies to us on the 21st in the morning. Paul did the corrections and printed  
a special copy for Ken, large size. In the evening we told Ken all was done 
and the copy was now at the printers. Ken passed away that night, but not 
before he said “Look after Popley” and we will. As a family we have lived 
here for over 40 years and would not want to be anywhere else. Ken was a 

quiet modest and generous man and at his funeral I was reminded of some of the things he did to 
help people from repairing cars to cutting hedges for the elderly.  Please accept the family’s most 
sincere thank you for the cards and letters we received, and for the people who came to share our 
last goodbye to Ken at his funeral.
We have quite a lot of events going on in and around Popley. Macmillan Cancer are asking people 
to hold coffee mornings on 30th September to raise funds for their valuable work, (on page 23). 
On the 24th there is the annual charity beer festival at Sherfi eld on Loddon details on page 10. At 
Marnel Lodge they are starting a Come and Meet Us event details on page 11. On 1st October it 
will be International Day for Older People, details on page 11. Shakespeare 
Residents Community Group are holding a Quiz and Pudding Night, details 
on page 12. Merton and Marnel Community Group are holding a Halloween 
Party on 22nd October, details for this are on page 30.
Do you have events or appeals for new members, just let us know and we 
will try to help.
If you want to write an article, advertise, or be a volunteer for Popley 
Matters, contact Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King 411113, via email 
editor@popleymatters.org.uk, or write to Popley Matters Group, 405 Abbey
Road, Basingstoke RG24 9EL.
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Paul Illsey; 
Treasurer Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Smith;  
Stuart Humphries; George Cousins; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell; Sheila Brandes; Elaine Dennis; 
Carole Whetton; Maud Prowting; Anne Marks; Wendy Taylor; Jo Micallef; Linda Austen; Gloria and Trevor Atkins; 
Doreen Phillips; Tessa Hollingshead; Christine Taylor and Shelly Phelps.
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Quality,
  Flexible,
   Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child 
care

Mature experienced staff
A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on 

Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or 
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

17 Hours per week totally free
15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

ONLY £3 for each hour after that
 * During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot 
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 – we’re just 
around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)
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Beckie’s Column
Hello again. By the time you read this, it will be almost the end of the 
summer holidays! Back to school again, for some more hard work. 
Did you enjoy your holidays? I really did enjoy mine. We’ve 
been to Cadbury World and to a safari park, where the 
baboons stole some of our car parts! Cheeky monkeys! I’ve 
been on my activity camp too. We did loads of activities and 
collected loads of bruises. I think I’ve got about 20 on my legs! 
Because it is the end of the school year, our young enterprise 
company has closed. We only have a few fi nal things to sort out 
and then it’s over! We had fun running the company, and learned 
a lot from it. We each get £15 out of the company which is great! 
Thank you to everyone who helped us, and also bought our products. 
We are going to be the oldest year in the school in September. I remember 
thinking in Year 7 that the next couple of years will go really slowly, 
but they’ve gone really fast. We only have a year left, well not even 
that, if we fi nish early like the other Year 11s. It all seems so unreal!
Then there’s the Prom. This year’s Year 11 girls looked really good 
in their dresses. I can’t wait for our Prom! Most of the girls I know 
have already started looking for a brilliant Prom dress!

Well, enjoy the rest of your holidays!
Beckie

Run by Peace of Mind Care. Registered Charity 1129258. Raising money for local people.

 Indoor table top sales starting on Saturday 3rd September, 
1.30-3.30pm and every Saturday thereafter at the Popley Spotlight 
Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley. £5 a Table. To book a table 
please email peaceofmindcare@hotmail.co.uk.
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Dear Residents 
The Popley Team have been working on the three core priorities as 
selected by the PSNP (Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel). This 
quarters priorities are: 1) Drug issues in and around Abbey Road 
;2) Trespassing on school grounds and 3) ASB and drugs issues in 

Priestley Road. We do not wish to spoil anyone's fun but historically Popley 
schools have faced bills of thousands of pounds for damage caused by children. 
The drug issue continues to rear its head in Popley hence the continued priority 
for our team and the community. Priestley Road has been quiet. We are always 
looking for more residents to join the PSNP. Please get in touch if you would 
like further information. You can also follow the work of the PSNP on twitter 
@PopleySNP. We now have over 90 followers but we would very much like 
more residents to add us. We provide regular information on the team’s work 
and useful crime prevention advice relevant to Popley. The PSNP and the local 
Beat Offi cers are there for the residents of Popley. We aim to work with you 
to ensure you and your families feel safe in Popley. We welcome feedback 
from you in relation to what matters to you in your community, and how we 
may help achieve this. I am currently involved in several community issues. 
One of the issues was reported by a resident from Popley. She reported that 
another resident possibly had a dangerous breed of dog. I have been able to 
work with this resident to ensure that he complies with the law in relation to 
his dog. Further updates to come. The recent events in London have shocked 
and appalled all of us. The incidents have affected most police forces including 
Hampshire. Offi cers from Hampshire helped bolster the numbers and, as I 
type, they are still helping out. Offi cers from Basingstoke have been working 
extended tours of duty to ensure that communities are not missing out on Police 
cover over these tough times. As far as I'm aware, Popley is as it was prior to the 
troubles and I, along with my team will ensure high visibility patrols as often 
as possible. Tonight, 14th August 2011, we located a male smoking cannabis 
in the park on Tobago Close. This is wrong on a 
number of levels and the male was suitably dealt 
with. Anyway, follow us on twitter and I hope to 
see you in Popley. I'm happy for you to stop me on 
my bike and have a chat. p.s. I also love tea and 
biscuits (hint) Stay safe.

Regards
PC Dan Carter

Popley West Beat Manager.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

New Hospice Furniture Store!
Opening Times:

Monday to Saturday 9am to 4.30pm
at Onslow Close, just off Wade Road
near the Chineham Shopping Centre

The new showroom will stock a large range of second
hand furniture including sofas, dining tables, bed frames
and book cases. A delivery service is available for a small
charge.

Want to make a donation?
The Hospice is offering a free collection service and
anyone with a potential donation should contact the
furniture store on 01256 471191 or email
smh.furniturestore@live.co.uk to book an
inspection/collection.

Further information about the store can be found on the
Hospice website www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Wristbands

Hero Bears

Tea Towels

Mugs

Key Rings

T Shirts

Lanyards

Lapel
Pins (all 
services)

Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603

And much, much
more to order from
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ASPIRE  
TO HOME 
OWNERSHIP

A SELECTION OF 
1&2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS 
FROM £50,000*

Call Sentinel now on 

01256 33 88 00 
quoting ‘Aspire Place’ eligibility conditions apply

Follow us on  Twitter: 
@HomeScoper

ASPIRE
PLACE RG24
A prestigious, new, affordable 
housing development coming 
soon to Basingstoke.

*based on purchasing a 40% share and paying a subsidised rent on the remaining 60% share.  
Prices shown are correct at time of print but subject to change, please call us for further information. 

Making home ownership a reality
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MFC POPLEY Youth staged a very successful 
Tournament at Basingstoke Powerleague, Brighton 
Hill, and in the process raised valuable funds for the 
Samantha Dixon Brain Tumour Trust.

By 2012, the club hopes to be able to move the event 
to Popley Fields with the blessing of Popley Fields 
Community Centre - that way, even more cash can be 
raised for this worthy cause.

In the meantime the club's Managers are busy signing up players for the new 
season.

Andy Williams has done particularly well with his fl edgling Under 7s squad, 
with a record number of signings for that age group already.

Other signings include Harry Wildash, who joins the Under 11s from Winklebury 
Wizards.

Next season the club will be represented in the Peter Houseman Youth League 
by teams at: Under 7s, Under 8s, Under 9s, Under 10s, Under 11s, Under 12s, 
Under 13s and Under 15s, as the club grows bigger than ever.

Shakespeare Community Residents Association
Residents of the Popley Poets  area, Elevate and Everest 

estates, are invited to our Quiz Night and Pudding Party on Tuesday 
27th September 2011 at 7-9pm at the Popley Spotlight Centre. Come 
and test your general knowledge or just taste the free puds. You will 
also get chance to take part in an initial consultation about our area 
and hopefully meet some new neighbours. We will also be holding 
a short AGM after the quiz before tucking in to the puddings. If you 
would like to become a member of the Committee, or you would 
like more information, please contact me.

Julie Johnson, 01256 816101, jjohn957@aol.com
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B.A.S
Plumbing Services

all property maintenance
kitchens

bathrooms
decorating
electrics

gardening
free quotes

Call Nick
07500242173

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Free Quotations, Decorating, General Gardening, Landscaping, Professional 
Cleaning, Quality Carpets, Plumbing, Electrical, Tiling, All building aspects 
Renovating, Property Snagging Inspections, Blinds & Curtains made to 
measure, Furnishing Packages and much, much more! 

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON 01256 355 999/ 07789110000 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qpshomes.co.uk or email peter@qpshomes.co.uk
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Dear Friends

Summer! What summer?  They weren’t kidding when they said it was the wettest 
August on record, I would not be surprised if July weren’t far behind.  I guess the 
weather affects many of us and our moods and I know a lot of folk have struggled to 
cope with the weather over the last couple of months – a very defi nite lack of clear blue 
skies and warm sunshine can often bring on a feeling of melancholy. Take heart – I’m 
told September will deliver what July and August should’ve done (but I’m not holding 
my breath!).

In spite of the weather some of the venues for next year’s Olympics have been coming 
on line and test events run at them.  I have to say it all looks magnifi cent and a suitable 
platform for all our athletes to show off their best.  It’s a tribute to all the training and 
preparation in the years running up to their events. Hard work and commitment coupled 
with focus on the task will always bring its reward.

The journey of our athletes can be likened to the Christian journey through life.  Sports 
and games were as popular 2,000 years ago as they are today and athleticism and the 
ability to compete and win were much admired – I’m certain they had their own Ben 
Ainslie or Chris Hoy. St Paul makes a distinct comparison as he writes to a small church 
in a place called Corinth “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize… Everyone who competes in 
the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running 
aimlessly.”

Alice Cooper, the rock star, said that ‘becoming a Christian was the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done’. It still is for me, it takes hard work, commitment and focus but the crown at 
the fi nish line is an eternal one and that for me makes it worthwhile – and I do have an 
excellent personal trainer!!!

In, September St Gabriel’s will celebrate two major events.  The fi rst is on the 18th  at 
1030am when we host the Battle of Britain service with representatives of the Royal 
Air Forces Association, the Air Training Corps and the Royal British Legion.  Please do 
feel welcome to come along, especially if you or a member of your family is a former 
member of the RAF.  The second event will take place on the morning of Sunday 25th

September when we launch our new 9.00am Communion Service with more traditional 
hymns.  We warmly welcome you to both.  We are also launching Messy Church on 
Friday  23rd September so watch out for more details!

God Bless.
Revd. Arthur.

Vicar, St Gabriel’s
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Open Sight  
25 Church Road, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 6BL 

Charity Registration No: 1055498     Registered in England & Wales      Company Registration No. 3178631 
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WHATS ON:
MONDAY:   10.00am-12pm  Friendly Café  
    7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:  4.00-9.00pm AG Dance Academy 
    9.30am-2.30pm Peebles Children s Centre
WEDNESDAY: 9.30-11.30am Popley Little People, Mother and 
Toddler group 
    9.00-10.45am  Quit Smoking Clinic
    12-2pm  Oasis Lunch club
    7.30-9.00pm Slimming World
THURSDAY: 10.00am-12pm Friendly Café
FRIDAY:   10.00-11.30am Pebbles children s centre
    6.30-7.45pm  MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
    8.00- 9.15pm age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY: 9.00am-12.30pm AG Dance Academy 
SUNDAY:   MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keble on 462351 for times of services.
 
Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding receptions, and 
conferences. Please ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or 
e-mail us at Melrosehall@tiscali.co.uk. Also  nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442
 We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 3.00pm Also available- Breakfast and Lunch clubs (for further details 
contact Elaine on 363156)
Monday evening -  C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick boxing from 6:30- 8.00pm
Tuesday evening -  Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm.  
   Finish around  9.45pm. (Light Refreshments available  halftime)
Wednesday evening -  C.M.A  Kick boxing from  7.00-8.30pm
Friday evening-  Friday Club  (children) 5.00-6.30pm
Sunday Afternoon- Christian Family Fellowship 4.00-6.30pm
 THE HALL IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES ETC AT  
VERY REASONABLE RATES. FOR  DETAILS RING 01256-363156.                

NOW OPEN FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS ON A TRIAL RUN IS THE
NEW YOUTH CAFE

FOR 12-17 YEAR OLDS. FROM 7-9.30PM.
FEEL FREE TO COME ALONG AND HANG OUT WITH YOUR MATES.

DRINKS AND MUNCHIES AVAILABLE TO BUY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
YOU!!!!!!!!
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Cornerstone Nursery News – September 2011
Cornerstone Miss Muffets in Popley Way – 01256 840300

July was a month of mixed emotions, we held a party for our school 
leavers which involved lots of fun, party games and yummy food.  Although 
it was sad to say goodbye it is always good to see how far the children have 
come and how much they have achieved.  We look forward to welcoming 
our new starters from September and continuing to support and enhance 
their learning and development.  Some of our 2-3 year olds enjoyed a visit 
to the mobile library as their topic was all around their favourite books.

Through August the children will be enjoying lots of outside play in the 
sunshine, messy play, sensory play and sparkly craft activities.

Cornerstone Nursery in Priestley Road – 01256 818118
During this month we have been doing lots of exciting activities, including 

our monthly theme day, which was under the sea. Children dressed up in their 
 nest costumes and took part in lots of different activities including hat 

making and designing a role play area. All children joined together in the hall 
for an afternoon tea party. We had  sh sandwiches with vegetable crudites 
and seafood sauce, prawn crisps and ice cream cones for pudding. Yum yum!

We would like to say goodbye and good luck to all of our children whom 
are going off to school this year. We will miss you lots and look forward to your 
return visits.  We would also like to say a big congratulations to our kitchen 
staff, Denise, Amy and Luke as we received the maximum 5 star rating for our 
recent inspection. Well done!

Cornerstone Sunrise at Aldworth Science College – 01256 356166
 Our older children have been learning about height and length 
this month, they have been measuring with tape measures and very 
big rulers and also put up a height chart and have written their names 
on there so they could compare their height with their friends.
The children have been enjoying lots of picnics in the garden at tea 
time and setting out the picnic area by themselves. They have also 
been gardening, planting out all new types of plants and watching the 
butter  ies and bees that have visited the plants by using the magnifying 
glasses and even the binoculars from the other side of the garden.

In the baby area the younger children have been concentrating on colours 
and hand printing, which lead to trying all different textures and talking about 
big and small. The babies have been singing new songs, “Grandpa s little train 
goes choo choo choo”. They have also been doing the actions to “Twinkle twinkle” 
and some of the older babies are now singing the songs independently.

All settings currently have spaces in all age groups but spaces are 
limited so please contact the manager at your preferred setting.
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Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West

Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315
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Cheque guarantee card scheme closure

On 30th June, the UK Domestic Cheque Guarantee Card Scheme 
was withdrawn. This means that it is no longer possible to 
guarantee a cheque using a plastic card. 
On the run up to the closure of the scheme, banks and building societies have been 
managing the removal of the facility differently. Some removed the cheque guarantee 
function (indicated by a logo - a hologram of Shakespeare) from their cards before 30th 
June. Others may be only removing the logo on renewal. This means that although the 
logo will still be on your cards after 30th June, it will be redundant. 
You can still pay for goods and services by cheque but just cannot use a plastic card 
to guarantee it.  A trader can decide whether it is prepared to accept it. The trader will 
have the certainty that under cheque clearing rules, a cheque will be cleared and will 
not bounce at the end of the sixth working day after the cheque has been paid into the 
trader’s account. The trader will know it is safe to release goods or services at this point.
There are also other alternatives to guaranteed cheques such as: 

debit or credit cards 
cash payments 
online payments 
phone banking payments.

The end of the Cheque Guarantee Card Scheme does not mean the end of the use of 
cheques. In December 2009, the Payments Council set a target date for the closure of 
the central cheque clearing in 2018. However, closure will only be confi rmed if, by 
2016, suitable alternatives to cheques are in place and are being successfully used by 
individuals and businesses. 
UK Payments Administration have produced a leafl et which you may fi nd useful. It is 
available on their website at www.ukpayments.org.uk.

Need further information or Help?
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau, (located within Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can 
help you with queries you have on budgeting, benefi ts and debt, relationships, immigration, 
employment issues, and consumer rights. We operate a drop-in service 10am-3.30pm Monday 
to Friday (except Thursday) and Saturday mornings 10am-12pm.
The Advice Line telephone number is 01256 322814 
Or you can drop in to our outreach services at these times:
CAB Outreach Popley – one Tuesday morning per month 10am-1pm at the Bermuda Practice, 
Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley 
CAB Outreach Buckskin – one Monday morning per month 10am-1pm at The Ridgeway 
Centre, off Buckskin Lane
CAB Outreach South Ham – one Wednesday morning per month 10am-1pm at Westside 
Community Centre, Paddock Road.

Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Councillors Page: I hope the repairs to the roads that got so much damage with 
the big snowfalls will be  nished very soon and that they are strong enough to withstand poor 
weather if it happens again. 
I have asked for suitable signage at the entrances to Popley and have suggested to Hampshire 
County Council that we could ask our residents and school children to submit ideas. We could 
have a sign that says “Welcome to Popley” or “Popley Welcomes Careful Drivers.” Please let me 
know what you think.
Although the Childrens Services got an excellent Ofsted I am disappointed that there have been 
so many cuts to so many services and some that I truly believe did a great job: Connections,, 
Junction 6, and big changes to the Sure Start centres. 
The severe cuts of 45% to subsidise the bus service will have an impact on the number 5 bus. It 
has now been scheduled to miss out the hospital loop, starting on October 30th. They say the 
 gures show that this route is not used enough to justify continuing to subsidise it, and the number 
4 will still be available to get to the hospital! Do you use it?  Will it impact on you?
To contact me, phone 819924, mobile 07974098131, email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk or write 
to 405 Abbey Road, Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL

Popley East: Summer seems to 
have fi nally arrived the last few weeks. The 
weather has been lovely while I have been 
out and about doing street surgeries in the 
ward and delivering thank you leafl ets. I 
was pleased to see last week that Popley 
Paddling Pool in Chineham Park has now 
been opened. It was looking lovely and clean 
and packed with families when I went by. I 
had emailed the council a few weeks back to 
grumble that the pool was not open over the 
spell of good weather we received in July so 
this was a good result. 
In other news more of the redevelopment 
over at Faroe Close has now been fi nished. 
The new homes are looking good and lots of 
new residents have now moved in and are 
very happy and settling in well. 
Lots of you have mentioned the new fi tness 
craze sweeping the area known as ‘zumba’ 
to me recently, and I know that many of you 
attend the weekly classes at the Spotlight 
Centre and Popley Fields Community Centre. 
Well, I hope you’ll be pleased to know that I 
have decided to take your advice and try it 
out. This weekend I am taking part in the two 
hour charity ‘Zumbathon’ at Everest and look 
forward to see many of you shaking it there!
please call me on 07834818489 or email me 
at Cllr.Shelley.Phelps@basingstoke.gov.uk.

Popley West: David Wilson Homes 
are pu  ing in a planning application to 
build 450 more dwellings in the  elds by 
Jersey and Guernsey Closes.  They are 
hosting two exhibitions for you to go and 
give your comments. If residents don’t 
go they will assume that you all agree 
to 450 more dwellings. I have already 
made my opinions known. They should 
 nish the 784 already proposed on the 

Merton Rise site. When completed it will 
go right up to the road by the hospital. 
I don’t believe our roads, schools and 
medical services will be able to cope 
and now we read in the press that the 
walkin clinic that was supposed to help 
provide services for these homes may 
close? There is a possibility that if there 
were a new school built (as David Wilson 
Homes were suggesting) what would 
happen to the old Chineham School 
building could that be demolished 
and yet more development thrust into 
Popley? To contact me, phone 819924, 
mobile 07974098131, email cllr.jane.
frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk or write 
to 405 Abbey Road, Popley, Basingstoke 
RG24 9EL
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OPEN EVENING NOTICE 

Thursday 22nd September 
at 7:00pm

BASINGSTOKE
OPEN DofE CENTRE

Aged 14 - 24 
Looking for adventure and a challenge?
Like the outdoor life? 
Looking to learn new skills or hobbies 
or develop existing ones? 
Want to meet and make new friends?
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If the answer to any of the above is Yes then 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award could be for you!

Basingstoke’s Open Duke of Edinburgh Centre will be holding an open evening for 
both new participants and their parents/guardians (if under 18) at the Junction 6 
Bldg, Everest Community College on the evening of 22nd Sept’11 at 7:00pm.
All the leaders are Hampshire County Council (HCC) trained (with enhanced CRB 
checks). The Basingstoke Open DofE Centre is operated by HCC. 
The centre has been operating for over 6 years providing an alternative for 
participants who are unable to undertake the DofE award at their school/college. 

To find out more, come along and perhaps bring a friend as well !

The DofE award is open to any young person aged between 14 and 24 who wishes to 
undertake the challenge of this prestige award, make new friends and learn new skills. 
For more information please contact Lisa on 07801931738 or email  lisa.tibbs@ntlworld.com
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Well that was a nice rest over the holidays! All systems are going again for all 
sections and everyone is ready to go for the following weeks. Among the 
events and activities we have planned is a International sleepover in October 
where all sections will be learning about different cultures and hopefully even 
speaking to Scouts from other countries. 

The Internet makes it very easy for events like this to happen. We also like to 
make use of the internet for communicating with you. Since opening our 
webpage (www.1stpopley.orgfree.com) and Facebook page 
(facebook.com/1stpopley) we have had alot of people coming to the pages to 
see what we are up to, all the contact details you need and an insight into 
Scouting are here for you to view, please make use of them! 

As ever please make contact with Martin Lee (Group Scout Leader) on 
07854860895 if you have any questions or you would like to join us in our 
adventure! Whatever your age there is a place waiting for you! 

         
Boys & Girls 6-8           Boys & Girls 8-10 ½            Boys & Girls 10 ½ -15

    Tuesday 5pm-6.00pm          6.00pm-7.30pm                        7.30pm-9.00pm 
(All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term times) 

Facebook: facebook.com/1stpopley www.1stpopley.orgfree.com 
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422
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JC’s Barbers/Hairdressers
Mens from £10.00
Boys from £7.50
Ladies from £12.50

Blow Dry £15.00
Girls from £9.00
Senior Men from £5.00
Senior Ladies from £10.00

Blow Dry £12.50
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

DISCOUNT ON FAMILIES 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Home Visits  07746 700 760

jcbarbers@live.co.uk
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Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 

Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434
0118 948 7033 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 

CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

Ladies, Gents and 
Childrens
Tailoring

Zip replacements 
Alterations to size

For a fi tting call Elsa
01256 411677

Mobile 07438392012
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2011 Sherfi eld on Loddon Beer Festival 
Come rain or shine - an indoor and outdoor event! 
 • Doors open at 11.30am, last orders at 10.30pm. 
 • More than 25 real ales (all at £2.50 a pint!) plus cider and perry.
 • A bar selling wine and soft drinks.
 • Hog Roast, baked potatoes, chicken in a basket and snacks.
 • Music from midday and live bands from 2.30pm. 
 • Ales purchased using tokens available inside the hall.
 • Enjoy the Village Hall garden (weather permitting!). Marquee to provide additional 
covered area.
 • Free entrance to under 18s if accompanied by an adult. 
 • Hourly buses run until 5pm from Basingstoke Bus Station or Bramley Train 
Station.
 • From 6pm a free shuttle taxi service between Bramley station and the Village 
Hall.
 • Taxis available to other destinations (at normal costs). 

Live Bands
There will be music from midday and live bands from 2.30pm featuring: No Way Out 
(2.30-4.30pm), Groovy Suitcase (5-7pm) and The Rolling Tones (8.30-10.30pm) 

Charities we are supporting
All money raised will go to St Michael’s Hospice and Sherfi eld Village 
Hall. Opened in 1992, St Michael’s Hospice provides care for patients 
across North Hampshire with a life-limiting illness and the goal of care 
is to help patients achieve the best possible quality of life. The Hospice 
receives less than 30% of its running costs through the Hampshire 
Primary Care Trust so the remainder needs to be raised through its 
shops and fundraising activities. With the help of the local community 
the Hospice can continue to provide its vital services.

Sherfi eld Village Hall is a great asset to the village 
and is used by many local organisations. Being 
a lovely old building, its upkeep is not cheap and 
renovations need to be done in a sympathetic 
manner. As a charity, the only regular income the 
hall has is from its hiring fees so donations and 
fundraising events are essential. 
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Today more people than ever are living with cancer. So, 
this year we need to raise even more money to pay for our 

vital cancer support services. 
And we’re asking everyone who can, to join in and hold their own event 
for Macmillan Cancer Support’s World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on 

Friday 30th September. 
Together we can make it the biggest ever and help change lives.
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Phillips’ Legal Corner

‘My mother has sadly passed away, what are the risks if I deal with the probate myself?’

‘It is entirely possible to apply for probate and deal with an estate, without seeing a lawyer, but it’s not
without risks’ warns Ben Holden, one of our solicitors at Phillips specialising in wills and probate.
‘Many professionally drafted wills contain trusts to save tax, to avoid those who inherit paying care fees
and to reduce the likelihood of potential disputes. They can be very complicated. We have noticed an
increase among people, who have tried to do probate themselves, returning to us to seek advice when
they have made a mistake or found the paperwork too tricky’ says Ben.
‘A minority of families apply for probate themselves and if they have both the time and the confidence,
they may derive satisfaction from taking responsibility for completing the financial affairs of their loved
one. But do be careful because some areas are complex and unless it is a very simple estate it will
normally take between 6 9 months. In general, straightforward estates are those where the deceased
did not own a property of any kind and their personal wealth falls below the Inheritance Tax threshold
which currently stands at £325,000.

We do recommend that you take legal advice if any of the following apply:
You think there is a Will but have not been able to find it
There is some doubt about the validity of the Will, or it’s likely to be contested
You don’t know where the beneficiaries live
Part or all of the estate will be subject to Inheritance Tax
There is no Will and the deceased was married with children and the estate is over £250,000
Irrespective of whether there is a Will or not, a part of the estate is to pass to children under the
age of 18
The deceased has left money or property in a trust, owned a business or was a partner in a
business
The deceased owned land or property that has an unregistered title or is abroad
Someone is due to benefit from a ‘life interest’ in the estate
The estate is insolvent

If you are at all uncertain you may wish to speak to our Wills and Probate solicitors who are members of
Solicitors for the Elderly:

Ben Holden, direct line: 01256 854618, email: bholden@phillips law.co.uk.
Sheila Glyn Owen, direct line@ 01256 854637, email sglyn owen@phillips law.co.uk.
Visit our website for lots more information at www.phillips law.co.uk.
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Table Tennis Club
 Fed up with nothing to do or just want a change on a Monday 
night? Well come and join us at the Spotlight Centre in Shakespeare 
Road, Popley. 
 We are about to launch a table tennis club for adults, starts on 
12th September at 6 - 9pm. It is open to anyone who is interested 
in having some fun. Whether you have never played 
before or you’ve been playing for years it doesn’t 
matter, and it only costs £3 per person and all proceeds 
go to the Peace of Mind Charity.

Marnel Lodge Care Home
Coffee Morning

 Come and meet us at Marnel Lodge Care 
Home, Carter Drive, every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month. Join us for free tea, coffee and 
biscuits with fun activities. Starts Tuesday 13th 
September at 2.00pm. 

All are welcome 01256 471250

Over 55s Forum
 Our Variety Show to celebrate the International Day for 
Older People is on 1st October. Tickets are only £5 each and can be 
purchased from Basingstoke and Deane Borourgh Council offi ces 
at the  Parklands Building, Age Concern at The Orchard, Oakridge 
Hall For All or myself on 01256 4512119 or e-mail gerald.merritt@
ntlworld.com. Tickets are starting to sell well at this moment in 
time, so book now to avoid disappointment.
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Shakespeare Road, Popley, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9BP
Tel : 01256 357028
e mail : pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk
web : http://www3.hants.gov.uk/childrens services/pebbles cc.htm

Well what a wonderful Summer Programme we have had here at Pebbles Children’s 
Centre!! If you have been to any of our Summer Activities – we hope you enjoyed them as 
much as we have. 

Some of our highlights: 
The Big Fun Day: There were so many things to do and the weather was perfect. Faces 
were painted, pottery was made, animals were petted, police and firemen brought their 
vehicles to be inspected and general fun was had by all!!!!! A big ‘Thank you’ to all who 
attended and made the day such a success, over 400 of you!!! 

The Bournemouth Coach Trip: Again the weather was perfect and a very good time was 
had by all who travelled to Bournemouth on Friday 12th September, for sun, sea and fun. 

The new autumn term is nearly upon us and we are looking forward to seeing those of you 
who will be joining us throughout the term in the various sessions, groups, classes and lots 
of fun. There are still places available on some courses/classes. Pop in to see us or give us a 
ring to check out what you can join in with. 

Also don’t forget to watch what’s happening on facebook. 

Marnel and Merton Community Group
 Marnel and Merton Community Group are now well into the planning our Family 
Halloween Party on Saturday 22nd October.  The venue, disco and bar are all booked and 
we are now working on the details for the evening like the games for the children including 
traditional apple bobbing and a competition for the best Jack ‘o’ Lantern.  The event will be 
ticket only and tickets will be on sale towards the end of September – look out for the leafl ets 
we will be posting through Marnel Park and Merton Rise letter boxes.
 You may be aware that David Wilson Homes are planning to submit a planning 
application to develop 450 new homes on the fi elds north of Marnel Park.  Prior to submitting 
the application to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council they are holding two public 
exhibitions.  The exhibitions will give all residents in the area an opportunity to look at the 
proposals in detail.  The exhibitions are being held at Popley Fields Community Centre 
(Carpenters Down) on Friday 16th September between 2.00pm and 9.00pm.  On Saturday 17th 
September the exhibition moves to Melrose Community Centre in Abbey Road from 1.00pm to 
5.00pm.
 We would encourage you all to go along and take a look at the plans and make the 
most of the opportunity of the  David Wilson team being there to answer all your questions.
 Don’t forget to “save the date” for our Family Halloween Party and we look forward 
to telling you more about it next month.
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

 

 

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN
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Diaries from The Old Codger.
After many years living in Popley I have met and known many people.
At the end of July we saw the passing of a true gentleman in every 
sense of the word, Ken Frankum. I have known Jane for far too long to 
remember. What I can say is that Ken and Jane have two strong boys,.
They will unite to give each other the strength to pull through all of the 
pain, then remember the good that Ken has done. Her Indoors and I will 
remember with fondness the good they have all done. A sad month for their family a month 
that so many go through in this life. It only hits home when everyone is so close like the 
people of Popley are, and they too will join me in what I have said about the Frankum family.

WHEN I WAS YOUNG
Boy so long ago now. Old Codge  has less and less of the memories but now and then 
something very small will come from deep within my mind. The story I want to share with 
you was, for many years, only know by my brother, my father and me, but I want to tell this 
and you can make up your minds on what my brother and I saw. It was one day no different 
from the next, we decided to go up to Kenley aerodrome to see if there were any spitfi res or 
hurricanes standing on the end of the runway. We must have been about nine or ten years old. 
We knew there was an opening into the aerodrome past the guards and would often climb 
up and sit in the cockpits pretending we were fl ying in the sky shooting at each other. That’s 
until the guards saw us and then we would be away like rabbits. 
We got out of the fenced area and across the road. There were about twenty air raid shelters 
all about 6ft long and very dark inside. We would fi nd all sorts of things left behind from 
the war years. Don’t get me wrong these shelters had been abandoned as if everyone had 
just left it. The Mary Celeste comes to mind. We went into one of the shelters and were 
messing around when deep in the far end we heard a very frightening growl. We shot out 
like a rockets and ran back over the road. The noise got louder and louder,  then out of this 
shelter came a man with a large chain and on the end of this chain was a huge man. We talk 
about it nowadays to remember what he looked like. Our dad was six feet tall but this man 
was well over that and he can only described was in a Michelin Man suit but blue as if he 
were a spaceman. He let out a massive growl again and we did not stop running till we got 
home, except to tell a man and a woman that were walking that way with a little girl to not go 
up there. Needless to say it was quite a few weeks before we ventured back up there. Mind 
you we went mob handed about ten of us.  We never told them what we saw that day. It just 
leaves to the imagination what was going on in these shelters. Some say they went down 
many fl oors in the ground and they did a lot of testing up there. All we know is what we 
saw, and no matter if we are believed or not. Would this be just a story or were we imagining 
it, were we just fantasizing? We know what we saw and that is all that we care about. It is 
a day that has stayed with us all our lives. I am sure as I can be it was not Her Indoors but 
YOU NEVER KNOW DO YOU!

Till next month take care The Old Codger.   
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BATS Next Gen
BATS Next Gen are, we believe, Basingstoke’s premier youth musical theatre 
group.  We were formed in 2002 by a group of parents whose children had 
appeared as the Von Trappe family in a local production of The Sound of 
Music.

Our ethos is to provide affordable musical theatre experience for children 
using the skills of local people.  Since our formation, local people have 
volunteered to teach theatre craft, so keeping costs of running the company 
to a minimum.  We are completely self-funding and do not receive any grants 
or funding from any outside source – all monies made from ticket sales 
goes back into the company for the next production – and is entirely run by 
volunteers

Our age range is 7 to 18 but sometimes we have to restrict the age-range 
depending on the show we are performing.  All children wanting to join the 
company have to audition, and continue to audition for each and every show, 
so standards are maintained and also everyone gets a chance to be a principal, 
as different shows need different skills. We run free pre-audition workshops, 
so children know what the show is about, who the characters are and work on 
the audition pieces before the audition.

Previous productions include We Will Rock You, Hairspray, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, pantomimes and variety shows.  Our 
next production will be Our House – the Madness musical, which will be 
performed from Wednesday 26th October to Saturday 29th October 2011 
at Queen Mary's Hall, Queen Mary's College.  Our House features many 
of Madness’ hits including "Baggy Trousers", " My Girl's Mad At Me", "It 
Must Be Love" and "House of Fun" and, of course, “Our House”.  Tickets are 
priced from £10 (concessions available) and can be purchased from the BATS 
Next Gen website (www.batsnextgen.co.uk) or from the Box Offi ce on 07919 
597785.

For further information on BATS Next Gen, or if you would like to know 
when the next production and pre-audition workshops are, please contact the 
secretary, Sandie, on secretary@batsnextgen.co.uk.
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models
Cars & light Commercials

Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers

Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery & collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly & personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00pm-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT Cheques accepted. Minimum 

£5.00 & with banker’s Card
Telephone orders welcome

Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 
Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 

Some of our food may contain ingredients
 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize

Menu’s Available
http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with  

 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
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Cutting Rubbish Whilst Cutting Costs
 Residents often tell us that the collection of waste and recycling is their 
highest priority service.  The council has been looking for ways to make the 
service more effi cient while also driving up recycling and reducing costs.
 To help achieve this, the council has entered into a new collection 
contract for waste and recycling, working in partnership with Hart District 
Council.
 The council will still collect residents’ waste weekly, but from Monday 
3 October 2011, when the new collection contract comes into force, residents 
with a grey wheelie bin will only be able to put out the rubbish that fi ts in it.  
Sacks, boxes or bags left beside the grey bin will not be collected, and, unless 
an exception is agreed, only one grey bin will be allowed per household.
 So the message to residents is to start recycling all they can in their 
green bin and at recycling sites across the borough, to help cut their waste.
 These are the main changes will be:
 • One waste bin per household
 • From Monday 3 October 2011, households with six residents or less 
will have one waste bin emptied each week.  The waste bin has a capacity 
of 240 litres.  All households should have a green recycling bin (or sacks for 
certain properties).

Additional bin policy
 Households with more than six residents, who are recycling everything 
possible, can apply for a second waste bin if they feel that they need the extra 
capacity.
 There is no limit on how much recycling we can collect from you and 
households can still have two or more recycling bins if required.

No excess waste
 All waste must be contained within your grey wheeled bin; waste sacks 
left on top of or next to your waste bin will not be collected.
 Once the recycling has been separated, a 240 litre waste bin will be 
enough capacity for one week’s waste from a household of six residents.
 We will still be able to collect extra recycling from you.  If you have 
extra or bulky recycling (e.g. cardboard boxes) please put them out next to your 
green bin on collection day.
 For more information on the changes please call the council on 01256 
844844 or visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/binchanges
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A1 CARS (B’STOKE)

TAXI/MINIBUS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

any job any distance 
up to 8 seats  

465000/322020
(TAXI)             (CHAUFFEUR) 

EMAIL; a1cars@btinternet.com

AIRPORTS / DOCKS/ WEDDINGS 
NIGHTS OUT / THEATRES, ETC 

CREDIT/ DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

a1executivecars.net
SPECIALISISTS IN; 

                   AIRPORT TRANFERS, WEDDINGS
AND ALL JOURNEYS AND OCCASIONS  

WHERE AN EXECUTIVE CAR IS REQUIRED.

322020/465000 or 07761319989 
             EMAIL; a1executivecars@btinternet.com

a1executivecars.net runs a fleet of E Class Mercedes
and MPV vehicles, we can cater for up to 8 passengers.

We offer travel to and from all major Airports,
     Docks, Towns and Cities in Southern England.

We cater for Weddings, Sporting Events, Concerts,
     Shopping Trips and all other Special Occasions.

      Private and Corporate Customers Welcome  

Your nearest fl orist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
fl owers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryfl orist.co.uk

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance

• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring 

• Gardening 
• Bricklaying

• Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted

Free Estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980
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 Kiln Farm Land
(Land Adjacent to Jersey and Guernsey Close)

 David Wilson Homes are planning to submit a planning application 
shortly to develop 450 new homes on the fi elds north of the existing 
Marnel Park development in the fi elds at the side of Jersey Close and 
Guernsey Close along the back of Marnel Park.  Before they put in the 
formal planning application to Basingstoke and Deane they are holding 
two public exhibitions to show the details of the proposals for the site. 

The aim of the exhibitions is to provide all residents in the area an 
opportunity to view the plans and give feedback on the proposals. 
Members of the David Wilson Homes project team will be at the 
exhibitions and will be able to answer any questions you may have.

David Wilson Homes will be putting details of the exhibition in the 
Gazette nearer the time and will also be leafl eting houses on the new 
estate. They were given the opportunity at a meeting in Chute Pavilion 
to advertise any meetings or to give information to all of the residents of 
Popley. So far they have not approached any one on the committee. I 
made the deadline very clear and the date has passed. This application 
will have an effect on everyone as it would be on top of the 784 that will be 
fi nished in Merton Rise. This will generate much more traffi c, put a strain 
on doctors and all other services. I read in The Gazette that they may 
be closing the walk-in clinic that is by the hospital. This was supposed 
to help serve the residents as they moved into Merton Rise and there 
is the possibility of more development,122 dwellings in the Spinney, (by 
the Post Offi ce Sorting Offi ce), on the old golf course by the old Park 
Prewett, then add in the 133 dwellings proposed and refused so far on 
the triangle in front of the hospital, then add more of an unspecifi ed (so 
far) amount on the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority land by Popley 
Fields. This is cramming in every space  they can. 

If residents don’t go to the exhibition or make their opinions known David 
Wilson Homes will take it that residents approve this massive amount of 
development.
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I would encourage all of you to visit the exhibition and fi nd out more 
about the proposals to enable you to make an informed decision as to 
whether or not you wish to object to the proposals once the planning 
application is formally submitted to Basingstoke and Deane.

The details of the exhibition are as follows:-

Friday 16th September 
Popley Fields Community Centre ( off Carpenters Down )

2.00pm to 9.00pm

Saturday 17th September 
Melrose Community Centre ( Abbey Road )

1.00pm to 5.00pm 


