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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,

BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services

International Calling Cards

If you don t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.
Come into the store and see our many special offers
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Message from the Editor:- Firstly thank you to all the 
kind people that have sent their condolences and cards. We are 
missing Ken very much but he was so determined that we as a 
family continue with our work in and for Popley.
Page 1 is the report from the Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel 
that consists of Residents, Police and Councillors. We need more 
residents to get involved so that it is the residents themselves 
that will determine what the three priorities for the next three 
months should be . Contact details are on that page.

Bonfi re Night is very close and I expect we will have the usual fi rework displays 
that are supervised. The concern is the safety of the ones in back gardens, and 
what seems weeks of people letting off fi reworks. Please be careful and read page 
18 with safety hints from our Fire Service. If you are also thinking about lighting 
Chinese Lanterns, can I point out that some burn for twenty minutes and therefor 
you don’t know where they may land spilling the hot candle wax. They are a 
potential hazard. I saw a photo of a young child badly burned on his face.
There is a small report on the prospects for building on Kiln 
Farm on page 28. I suspect there maybe a lot more to be said 
and done within the next few weeks.
If you want to write an article, advertise, or be a volunteer for 
Popley Matters, contact Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King 
411113, via email editor@popleymatters.org.uk, or write to 
Popley Matters Group, 405 Abbey Road, Basingstoke RG24 
9EL.
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Paul Illsey; 
Treasurer Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Smith;  
Stuart Humphries; George Cousins; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell; Sheila Brandes; Elaine Dennis; 
Carole Whetton; Maud Prowting; Anne Marks; Wendy Taylor; Jo Micallef; Linda Austen; Gloria and Trevor Atkins; 
Doreen Phillips; Tessa Hollingshead; Christine Taylor and Shelly Phelps.
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Thank you for the support

Sub Editor
Paul Frankum

Quality,
  Flexible,
   Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child 
care

Mature experienced staff
A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on 

Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or 
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

17 Hours per week totally free
15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

ONLY £3 for each hour after that
 * During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot 
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 – we’re just 
around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)
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Beckie’s Column
 Everyone’s back into the school routine now. We Ambassadors are doing our duties 
now at break and lunch and we are starting to come up with things to help out the other Years. 
 Our studies are more important now as it’s our last year. We only have about 28 weeks 
left at school! It’s going to go really fast! We have colleges to apply for and more subjects to 
choose there. I thought it would be a really easy choice as there are only a few subjects I really 
like but now there are loads I want to carry on with in college. Hard choices! There’s a lot more 
homework as well; I seem to be spending a lot of time in my room completing it all. 
 It’s getting colder now, isn’t it? Autumn time. Loads of coloured leaves falling from 
the trees (ready to go in my art book!) and Halloween coming soon. Who’s going out Trick or 
Treating this year? We went to a shop in Reading which was full of good Halloween stuff. There 
was a great display including fl oating ghosts, one of which we brought home because it was 
“cute”.
 Speaking of shops and festivals, has anyone seen that the shops are already stocking 
for Christmas? That’s a bit early isn’t it? I haven’t even started to think about Christmas presents 
yet! I wonder what Christmas decorations will go up in the new sheltered bit in town, which 
looks really good.

Talk to you soon!
Beckie

40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442
 We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 3.00pm Also available- Breakfast and Lunch clubs (for further details 
contact Elaine on 363156)
Monday evening -  C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick boxing from 6:30- 8.00pm
Tuesday evening -  Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm.  
   Finish around  9.45pm (light refreshments available  halftime)
Wednesday evening -  C.M.A  Kick boxing from  7.00-8.30pm
Thursday evening-  Street dance and ballet classes for two and a half years to adult.  
   4.30-6.30pm Please contact Samantha Pike on 07811299484   
   School term time.
Friday evening-  Friday Club  (children) 5.00-6.30pm
 THE HALL IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES ETC AT  
VERY REASONABLE RATES. FOR  DETAILS RING 01256-363156.                

NEW YOUTH CAFE
FOR 12-17 YEAR OLDS. FROM 7-9.30PM.

FEEL FREE TO COME ALONG AND HANG OUT WITH YOUR MATES.
DRINKS AND MUNCHIES AVAILABLE TO BUY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 

YOU!!!!!!!!
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Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team:
Community update:

 To all our residents, we hope that you have enjoyed your summer, and that you 
managed to get a well earned break. Anti-Social Behaviour over the summer holidays was 
lower than in previous years, with less reported incidents than 2009 - 2010. We would like 

to thank those of you who have reported incidents of ASB to us. This has helped the Safer Neighbourhoods 
Team to work alongside our partner agencies to prevent further ASB occurring. A way in which we have 
been dealing with reported ASB is to place those responsible on Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABCs). 
Those placed on the contract have conditions they must follow, such as areas they cannot go to, and 
Curfews. The Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team have also issued £80 Fixed Penalty Notices to those 
committing ASB. Please continue to report ASB to the 101 number. 
 Over the summer we saw a slight increase in bicycle thefts, particularly in the Poets, and new 
estate areas of Popley East. We would like to take this opportunity to advise all of our residents who own 
bicycles to please follow the steps below. 
 * Please ensure your bicycle is locked and secured at all times when not in use. Even if your 
bicycle is in a designated bike storage shed, it is essential it is still locked.
 * Make a note of your frame number. This is usually located on the underside of the bike and will 
make it easier for Police to recover.
 * Take a photo of your bicycle, so that, if it is stolen, we have a clear description of what we are 
looking for. 
 Several arrests have been made throughout Popley in relation to drug activity. The arrests have 
occurred in Abbey Road, and Priestley Road which are both current PSNP (Popley Safer Neighbourhoods 
Panel) core priorities.  If you are interested in joining, or you would like more information about the work 
of the PSNP, please contact PC Dan Carter on the details below. 
 With Halloween fast approaching, and Bonfi re Night, we would like to remind all of our 
residents to stay safe and be considerate towards other members of your community. If you have children 
who are considering "Trick or Treating" over the Halloween period, please be considerate towards 
residents, especially those displaying "No Trick or Treat" signs. The Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
are committed to ensuring ASB stays low, especially over this period, and we are appealing to residents to 
assist us in monitoring their children. With regards to fi reworks, please remember that in no circumstances 
should fi reworks be let off in a public place. Fireworks which can be purchased from the local shops, and 
should only be used in your garden (facing away from a main road) or a licensed, or approved public 
showing. SNT have previously issued £80 fi nes for using fi reworks that breach these conditions, so please 
bear this in mind. 
 Finally, the Safer Neighbourhoods Team would like to thank residents who attended the Pebbles 
Children Centre community event. The event was a great success, and you may have seen either PC Dan 
Carter or PCSO Phil Rapley posing for photos with the children of our community. Everybody had a 
chance to dress as Police Offi cers on the day. Photos of the day can 
be seen on the PSNP website psnp.zapd.net/
 If you have any issues or would like to talk to a member 
of the Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Team, please contact us on the 
details below. Alternatively for those of you with Twitter accounts, 
you can now follow us at @PopleySNP.
Regards
PC Dan Carter - PCSO Sarah Danks - PC Chris Brindley - PCSO 
and 13284 Phil Rapley 
Popley  Safer Neighbourhoods Team
Basingstoke Police Station, London Road, Basingstoke. Hampshire
RG21 4AD Tel: 0845 0454545
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MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Wristbands

Hero Bears

Tea Towels

Mugs

Key Rings

T Shirts

Lanyards

Lapel
Pins (all 
services)

Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603

And much, much
more to order from

JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

OPENING JANUARY 2012
BLOSSOM DAY NURSERY

AT ROOKSDOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE

CHILDREN FROM AGES 3 
MONTHS TO 5 YEARS

OPEN
 MONDAY TO 

FRIDAY
7:30am – 6.00pm

51 WEEKS OF THE YEAR
www.blossomdaynursery.com

Tay – 07739 329518
Mel – 07876 751662

nursery@blossomdaynursery.com
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ASPIRE  
TO HOME 
OWNERSHIP

ASPIRE
PLACE RG24

*Based on purchasing a 40% share in a one bedroom apartment and paying a subsidised rent on the remaining  
60% share. Prices shown are correct at time of print but subject to change. Eligibility conditions apply.

Making home ownership a reality

A selection of new, contemporary, 
affordable 1&2 bedroom apartments 
to choose from, with shares starting 
from £44,000*

Directions: Turn down Carpenters Way
from the red people roundabout, then
turn left onto Shetland Road, follow  
theroad around to the end and you  
will see the Open Day signs.

www.aspireplace.co.uk

OPEN DAY  
SUNDAY  
9TH OCTOBER  
12-4pm
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THE new season is under way and MFC Popley Youth's 
teams have already been acquitting themselves with credit.

At Under 7s, Manager Andy Williams has done an 
awesome job and has an impressive 21 players - Daniel 
Ballard, Alfi e Mosdell,
Jack Savory, Frankie Smith, Brendan-Lee Pitt, Callum 
Piper, Kobain Collingwood, Alfi e Kitchen, Jac Walsh, 
Luke Davies, Archie Oliver, David Gambrell, Jason 
Charles, Oliver Turner, Luke Barnes, Mamadou Jallow, 

Lennon Latorre, Joseph Poynter, Lucas Stenning, Bradley Whitwell and Ethan Rolfe 
- signed up. The boys are all showing great promise and are looking forward to their 
fi rst season playing Peter Houseman Youth games.

At Under 9s, Manager Lee Austen's boys have made a fab start with a comfortable 3-1 
win in their opening Peter Houseman Youth League match.

And at Under 11s, Manager Danny Oates's lads made the best possible start by going 
all the way to Bournemouth to beat Bournemouth Youth Sports FC 5-1 in the First 
Round of the Hampshire Cup. 

A View from the Fire 
Station.

 It is pleasing to report a steady downward 
trend in nuisance fi res in the Popley area this 
summer and generally throughout Basingstoke. This 
is as much a success of our education programmes 

and supporting the local authority events run through the summer holidays to occupy 
young people. However we cannot rest on past success and must look ahead to a 
traditional time of festivities and a busy period for the emergency services. Halloween 
and Bonfi re Night are within the same week period and much high spirits is expected. 
We do not want to dampen anyone's enthusiasm for honest, safe fun but each year we 
see injuries and fi re damage that could have been avoided. So the message is simple, 
please follow the steps below.
 • Always follow the fi rework code;
 • Never misuse fi reworks;
 • Attend organised bonfi re events where possible; and
 • If you are having a bonfi re at home, always have supervising adults.

Dave Norgate
Group Manager Basingstoke Group 
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B.A.S
Plumbing Services

all property maintenance
kitchens

bathrooms
decorating
electrics

gardening
free quotes

Call Nick
07500242173

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Free Quotations, Decorating, General Gardening, Landscaping, Professional 
Cleaning, Quality Carpets, Plumbing, Electrical, Tiling, All building aspects 
Renovating, Property Snagging Inspections, Blinds & Curtains made to 
measure, Furnishing Packages and much, much more! 

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON 01256 355 999/ 07789110000 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qpshomes.co.uk or email peter@qpshomes.co.uk
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Dear Friends

We prayed this morning in church for all those in government at international, national 
and local level and especially those who bear the burden of fi nancial responsibility. It 
seems that the fi nancial stability the European zone is beginning to unravel at an alarming 
rate.  We may only stand and nod our heads at the vast sums involved and we may believe 
that it does not really affect us.  Yet it does!  The decisions that have to be made and are 
being made must eventually impact on our daily lives.  That’s a worrying concern for 
those with mortgages and other bills to pay and families to feed. Isn’t it amazing how 
fragile our society really is and yet how dependent we are on that fragility – kind of like 
stating on thin ice without knowing it!

The Bible says “we brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out..” and Jesus 
himself said “do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust 
destroy …look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them, are you not much more valuable than they? Who of 
you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”

Think about it for a minute, what are you really dependent on and what are your 
priorities?  To build up and store away things for the future or to live the abundant life 
that God wants for you in relationship with him and with those he’s given you! Plan for 
tomorrow, live for today is a sensible axiom for life but what are irreplaceable to me are 
my relationships with those around me whom I love and most importantly my relationship 
with God who is my Creator and Redeemer.

Sadly, all too often we don’t realise the immense value of relationships until they’re gone, 
until misfortune strikes like sudden redundancy, serious illness or the death of someone 
close to us. 

I’m reminded of the lyrics of a song that Matt Redman wrote “when the music fades and 
all is stripped away, and I simply come, longing just to bring, something that’s of worth 
that will bless your heart…”  Try this – imagine being stripped of all that you think is of 
worth around you - what’s left?

At some point in the future the markets will recover, fi nancial stability will return but may 
we never again become so complacent or foolhardy in the stewardship of our country’s 
(and our personal) fi nancial resources and may we learn from this of all that is of real and 
lasting value.

In Christ

Arthur
Vicar of St Gabriel’s
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
 Police Support.  We have had great support from the Neighbourhood 
Team who attend the beginning of all Parish Council meetings - to report in, 
and receive any feedback you want to give them.  Thanks Mims and Geoff!
  Parish Boundaries.  We expect that BDBC will initiate the consultation 
process with Parish residents very soon.  This is a question for all residents 
to respond to.  The Parish Council considers that it is time for the two wards 
– SSJ Village and Popley Fields – to split (as was successfully achieved with 
Rooksdown).
 Merton Rise and Marnel Park.  Most of you will have received the invitation from Curtin and Co (on behalf 
of David Wilson Homes) to their exhibition in mid September.  The Parish Council believes this proposed development 
is not in the interest of current residents of SSJ Village, Marnel Park, Merton Rise or Popley.  We believe that:

the existing development (Marnel Park and Merton Rise) must be completed before any new greenfi eld 
development such as this is considered
vital community facilities promised for Marnel Park & Merton Rise should be provided without further delay.

Our recent information sheet can be found on the SSJPC website – www.ssj.hampshire.org.uk
 New Homes in Basingstoke / SHLAA / Localism Bill. Basingstoke residents have told BDBC that it is time 
to rein back on house building in the Borough.  This applies equally to the Marnel Park development – recent public 
meetings have shown unanimous opposition to yet more houses. This is clear!  
 What is not yet clear is which areas are included in BDBC’s new Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) land bank - although we do know that the Park Prewett golf course is included.  According 
to BDBC‘s timetable, this will have been decided at the BDBC Cabinet meeting on 27th September.  (The draft Core 
Strategy for the Local Development Framework should follow this in November). 
 Even less clear is how many homes BDBC will be looking to build in the future.  The South East Regional 
Plan (which may or may not be revoked by HM Government) demanded 920per annum.  Current BDBC thinking seems 
to be in favour of 594pa, but there is no guarantee this fi gure will be accepted by central government.  The National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – a section of the controversial Localism Bill – is currently under review by BDBC 
as part of the Government’s consultation process. 
 You will be aware that The National Trust, CPRE, and Daily Telegraph, alongside other organisations, are 
all campaigning against the Bill – which seems to me to be ambiguous at best, and argues for a presumption in favour 
of sustainable development (whatever that means!) at worst.

Church Path Repairs.  As programmed, these repairs were completed by HCC’s Contractor just in time 
for the end of the School summer holiday.  The dangerous path edge has been replaced - a defi nite improvement.

Bus Services to SSJ Village.  Following feedback from the recent Transport Survey and a review of 
expenditure by HCC, we understand that it is proposed that the No14/15 bus service will be discontinued – but 
between 9am and 4.30pm the ‘Jazz#2’ service (which runs along the A340) will divert through the Village 
via Elm and Cranes Roads.  We wait to see if this has any effect on HCC / BDBC views on requirements 
at Elm Bottom!

Moss Hill Allotments.  Following consultation with allotment holders, the Parish Council is 
proceeding with installation of a new gate at the Sherborne Rd entrance.  This will be 50% funded by the 
Parish Council.
 Red Telephone Boxes.  Both red telephone boxes in the village are looking very much better – 
well done and thank you to both sets of volunteers - John Edwards and  Mike and Margaret Larby for Elm 
Road and  Mandy Haworth and her team for Spring Close.

Hedges Please can we remind you that it is the homeowner responsibility to cut back any 
overhanging trees, bushes and hedges that form the boundary of your property, both on your own side and 
on the highway side so that they do not cause an obstruction.
and fi nally … ..
 The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Weekend 2nd-5th June 2012. How would you like to celebrate 
this – how should the Parish Council get involved?  Please let us know NOW!
 The next meeting is Monday 24th October – 7.30pm at SSJ Village Hall.  You are 
all welcome! Julian Crawley Chairman, SSJ Parish Council
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We currently have the following availability for our facilities – please call 01256 337573 for more
information or to book

Sports Hall Wednesday 5 6pm Saturday & Sunday – various times

Astro Monday 9 10pm Tuesday 5 6pm, 7 8pm & 9 10pm Wednesday 5 6pm & 9 10pm
Thursday 5 6pm & 9 10pm Friday 5 6pm & 9 10pm Saturday various times Sunday – all day

Studio Tuesday 5 6pm & 8.30 10pm Wednesday 8.30 10pm Thursday 9 10pm Friday 5 7.30pm
& 9 10pm Saturday 1 4pm Sunday 11am 4pm (from 25/9/11)

Main Hall/Theatre Monday 8 10pm Tuesday 5 6pm Wednesday 5 6pm & 8 10pm Thursday 5
6pm Friday 5 10pm Saturday 1 4pm Sunday 8 4pm

The Over 50s Club continues to meet every Friday 3.00 5.00pm (term time). All are welcome to
come and use the facilities, have some refreshment, get to know others – cost £1. Call the number
above for more information or just turn up.

Autism Awareness Morning on Tuesday 4th October 9.30am 12.30pm. In partnership with
Hampshire Autistic Society, this is a free session for parents and professionals on how Everest can
impact on autism. Refreshments will be provided. Call the number above to book.

Kiln Farm Development?
 As I write this article, the Planning and Infrastructure Committee are sitting to 
recommend to the Cabinet in Basingstoke and Deane Council what land should be included 
for more housing. The fi elds at the back of Marnel Park alongside Jersey and Guernsey Close 
are on that proposed list. Residents and your Labour Councillors went and spoke as to why it 
should not be included. Some of the reasons given were that Popley has already taken the bulk 
of new housing within the whole borough. There are still 784 to be completed in Merton Rise  
and this should happen so that we can see how the roads, doctors, shops, and transport copes 
before possibly choking Popley even more. We also said about how beautiful and tranquil these 
fi elds are, and that there are protected and endangered species there, for instance sky larks, slow 
worms and a sole badger family that were reported as being in the Kiln Farm Area. We spoke 
of our community and how we need time to settle. This was a view had also been expressed by 
the previous Inspectors report, not to build to give the community time to settle. 
 What will happen? I am unsure at present but David Wilson Homes have said they 
are putting in the planning application before Christmas for 450 more homes. Many of you 
will have signed the petition we presented to this committee and with the new Localism Bill I 
wonder how much we residents will be listened to?

I will report back in next months Popley Matters.
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 It s all going on here at the hall!!! Thank you to all 
who attended the Summer Streetz, we have had some 
really excellent feedback, and hope to do it again next 
year.

NEW!
 Rhythm Central street dance classes are now at 
Melrose Hall Every Thursday 5.30-8.00 ages 2-18. 

Contact Samantha or Jo on 07811299484 for more details.

 On 3rd December we are holding a Christmas Fayre. Anyone 
interested in hiring a table (£5) for this event. Please contact Vicki 
in the of  ce.

 On Saturday 29th November The Basingstoke branch of the 
National Autistic Society are holding a Halloween party. All families 
with autistic children are welcome and of course siblings too. Please 
bring your own food. For more information on this and other events 
in the area, see the NAS page on Facebook.

WHATS ON:
 MONDAY:  9.30-11.30am Friendly Café  
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
 TUESDAY: 4.00-9.00pm AG Dance Academy 
     9.30am-2.30pm Peebles Children s Centre
 WEDNESDAY: 9.30-11.30am Popley Little People, Mother and Toddler group 
     9.00-10.45am  Quit Smoking Clinic
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch Club
     5.30-7.30pm Slimming World
 THURSDAY: 9.30-11.30am Friendly Café
     5.30-8.00pm Street Dancing – NEW!
 FRIDAY: 10.00-11.30am Pebbles Children s Centre
     6.30-7.45pm  MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
     8.00-9.15pm age 11 plus. 
 SATURDAY: 9.00am-12.30pm  AG Dance Academy 
 SUNDAY: MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keble on 462351 for times of services. 

 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, 
wedding receptions, and Cconferences. Please ring Vicki Jackson on 
01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@
tiscali.co.uk. Also  nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West

Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315
Head 2 Head Hairdressing

Ladies from
Blowdry £12:50

Cut & Blowdry £17:95
Hair up from £18

Gent from
Cut £10

Restyle £12:95
Headshave £8

Children Up to the age 12 from 
Girls £10  * Restyle £15
Boys £8  * Headshave £5

O.A.P from 
Cut & blowdry £15 * Blowdry & Shampoo set £10

Full Head £50 * Half Head £42 * T-bar £37 * Semi £38
Perms from £35/40

Colour work from
Hightlights: Full Head £55/60 * Half head £47 * T-bar 42

Tints: Full Head £47 * Roots £42 * Semi £38

CALL/TEXT MELISSA
07771892548
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Top tips for private tenants 

Are you a private tenant living in poor housing conditions? Here are some top tips to help you 
understand your legal rights and work out what action you might want to take. 

 as a tenant, you have the right to have the structure of your home kept in good repair by 
your landlord. Heating and hot water systems must also be kept in working order. Details 
about repair responsibilities are usually set out in a written tenancy agreement

 there may be several ways of getting repairs or improvements done if you need them. But 
you should always check what type of agreement you have with your landlord before you 
complain about housing conditions. Your landlord may try to evict you if you ask for repairs 
to be carried out so you need to know how easy it would be for them to do this. If in doubt, 
get advice from an experienced adviser at your local housing aid centre, law centre or 
Citizens Advice Bureau

 the first step to getting repairs done is usually to talk to your landlord. It may be worth trying 
to negotiate with them, even if they do not have a legal duty to carry out a repair. Put your 
request in writing and keep a copy

 if talking to your landlord doesn’t work, don’t just stop paying your rent. You don't have the 
right to withhold rent and you shouldn't do this to try to force your landlord to do repairs. 
Your landlord could take legal action against you for rent arrears and you could lose your 
home

 if your property is in poor condition, your landlord may have broken the tenancy agreement 
or the law in not carrying out repairs. This means you may be able to take court action 
against them. But it's really important to get advice first, in case your landlord tries to evict 
you. If you do decide you want to take court action, you will need to give your landlord 
written notice of the repairs that need doing and you won't be able to start court action until 
you have given your landlord reasonable time to carry out the repairs

 if you think the condition of the property is either affecting your health or causing a nuisance 
to others, you should complain to the Environmental Health Department of your local 
council. They should investigate and they have the power to order your landlord to do the 
necessary repairs. Local councils also have a duty to take action against a landlord if they 
consider that housing conditions are not acceptable for people to live in. To find details of 
your local council, go to the Directgov website at: www.direct.gov.uk.

Need further information or Help? 
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau, (located within Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can help you with 
queries you have on budgeting, benefits and debt, relationships, immigration, employment issues, and 
consumer rights. We operate a drop-in service 10am-3.30pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday) and 
Saturday mornings 10am-12pm. 
The Advice Line telephone number is 01256 322814  
Or you can drop in to our outreach services at these times: 
CAB Outreach Popley – one Tuesday morning per month 10am-1pm at the Bermuda Practice, 
Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley  
CAB Outreach Buckskin – one Monday morning per month 10am-1pm at The Ridgeway Centre, off 
Buckskin Lane 
CAB Outreach South Ham – one Wednesday morning per month 10am-1pm at Westside Community 
Centre, Paddock Road. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Councillors Page: The road repairs that were started on Tintern, Buckfast, Romsey and 
Fountains Closes will not be done till next year. On my walk about I saw the very poor attempt 
on the road into Tintern Close. The works were started in inclement weather! The contractor is 
no longer in the county and a better and more appropriate repair will be done next year.
The cutting out of the “Hospital Loop” on the number 5 bus has understandably caused a lot 
of concerns and worry for patients and staff. I am arranging a meeting with Hampshire County 
Council cabinet member for transport, where I will put a strong case for continuing the subsidy 
to enable this vital link to continue. I am and will continue to say that Stagecoach should be 
continuing this link and not going to the Taxpayer to help to increase their massive pro  ts £153 
million pounds in the UK alone. If this cut in services affects you please let me know by letter or 
email. Contact details are phone 819924, mobile 07974098131, email jane.frankum@hants.gov.
uk or write to 405 Abbey Road, Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL

Popley East: The big issue this month is 
the Kiln Farm development. As I am sure you will 
know, David Wilson Homes want to build another 
450 homes on the land at Kiln Farm next to Jersey 
and Guernsey Close and behind Marnel Park. 
I am not against development; I know that there 
are many individuals and families in Basingstoke 
who need homes. However, this is not the right site 
and it is time for Popley to say no more, enough is 
enough. Popley has had a higher percentage of 
development than anywhere else in the town and 
in excess of 2,000 extra units over the last few 
years. Kiln Farm is a beautiful and tranquil area 
where the wildlife is thriving and the surrounding 
infrastructure cannot support the proposed 
development.
I attended the David Wilson Homes exhibition on 
the proposals at Popley Fields Community Centre 
on Friday night and was pleased to see many of 
you there voicing your objections to the developers. 
In addition to this if you want to object to these 
plans please write to Giorgio Frammalicco, Head 
of Planning at Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offi ces London Rd, Basingstoke 
RG21 4AH and ask the Council to stop the land at 
Kiln Farm, known as BAS104, from being allocated 
for development.
There is a meeting at the Council on Tuesday 
20th September to discuss potential development 
sites and I will be attending to speak out against 
allocating the Kiln Farm site for development. 
If you would like to contact me about an issue of 
concern or anything else that I might be able to 
help you with please call me on 07834818489 or 
email me at Cllr.Shelley.Phelps@basingstoke.gov.
uk.
Please call me on 07834818489 or email me at 
Cllr.Shelley.Phelps@basingstoke.gov.uk.

Popley West: All the team of Labour 
Councillors for Popley are working to have 
the Kiln Farm development site removed 
as a suitable site to build yet another 450 
dwellings. Enough is enough with the 
further  784 due to start in Merton Rise, 
regeneration of Maldive and Faroe, the 
old John Hunt site, then proposals for 122  
more at The Spinney, and the land in front 
of the hospital that the last application for 
was 313 more is sheer madness. The roads 
are heaving now at peak times before these 
are even being built. What about doctors, 
dentists and other services that all these 
people will require?
If building goes ahead by Jersey and 
Guernsey Close and at the back of Marnel 
Park we will lose some amazing wildlife and 
landscape. The deer are frequent visitors 
and the now rare sound of the skylarks, a 
fully protected species, could be lost forever 
in our area. There were reports of a family 
of badgers though there used to be more 
badger families in this area. This is a tranquil 
area. We are aware that people need homes, 
but let us complete what has been started 
and give our community time to se  le, see 
how the infrastructure copes before we even 
contemplate even more housing in this part 
of town.
To contact me, phone 819924, mobile 
07974098131, email cllr.jane.frankum@
basingstoke.gov.uk or write to 405 Abbey 
Road, Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL
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Halloween Family Night:
Yes it’s nearly that time of year again, we are holding our annual Halloween Family 
Night on Saturday 29th October 2011, 7.00pm till 10.00pm.
Come along and join in the fun. We have music, fancy dress competitions, tombola, 
raffl e, refreshments, a licensed bar and games for the children such as apple bobbing, 
stick the wart on the witch and donuts on strings. Tickets are available in advance or on 
the door at £4.00 an adult and £2.00 a child and all children under 3 are free.

Family Prize Bingo
A date for your November diary/calendar is Friday 11th November as this is when the 
next one is. Doors open at 6.00pm eyes down at 7.00/7.30pm

Zumba
This takes place on Thursday, 7.30 till 8.30pm in the Large Hall

Silverwings Line Dancing
Wednesday evenings 8.00 to 10.00pm
 This class is for all those people that can line dance. Come along and give it a try.

New Testament Church of God – Coffee Morning for over 50s
This popular get-together is held here on Thursday mornings from 10.30am until 
12.30pm. Come along with your old friends and make some new ones

Dynamics:
Baton twirling takes place on Thursday Evenings 5.00 to 7.00pm.

Knitability Knitting Club
Are you a machine knitter or would you like to learn (hand knitters also welcome).
This group meets on the 1st and 3rd Friday each month 10.00am till 12.00pm.
For more information please contact the secretary on 01256 772083.

 Popley Fields Community Centre is also available for hire for conferences, 
meetings, private parties, weddings and under 12s children’s parties all at very reasonable 
rates.  Call now for more information on any of the above or to fi nd out more about any 
of the other activities which happen at the Centre every week.

Tel: 01256 414494 or email popleyfi elds@hotmail.com

Phone: 01256 414494
Fax: 01256 418529

Charity Reg No: 1052133
popleyfi elds@hotmail.com
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A very busy start to the new year, Beavers and Scouts have been out and 
about in Carpenters Down woods exploring our local woodland and learning 
about its surroundings. The Beavers have also had a visit to the library! And 
learnt all about how it works. 

The Cubs have completed their Cyclist Badge, and are working towards their 
Global Challenge Badge by learning about global issues and how they can 
recycle to be environmentally friendly. 

This month we are having a sleepover for all sections where we hopefully will 
be linking up with a Scout group in Germany! Also we will be sampling some 
international food and taking part in some international activities! We will let 
you know how it goes next month! 

As ever please make contact with Martin Lee (Group Scout Leader) on 
07854860895 if you have any questions or you would like to join us in our 
adventure! Whatever your age there is a place waiting for you! 

         
Boys & Girls 6-8           Boys & Girls 8-10 ½            Boys & Girls 10 ½ -15

    Tuesday 5pm-6.00pm          6.00pm-7.30pm                        7.30pm-9.00pm 
(All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term times) 

Facebook: facebook.com/1stpopley www.1stpopley.orgfree.com 
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422
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JC’s Barbers/Hairdressers
Mens from £10.00
Boys from £7.50
Ladies from £12.50

Blow Dry £15.00
Girls from £9.00
Senior Men from £5.00
Senior Ladies from £10.00

Blow Dry £12.50
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

DISCOUNT ON FAMILIES 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Home Visits  07746 700 760

jcbarbers@live.co.uk
Page 9

Based 
friendl

Worki

Plas

in Basin
ly, reliable

ng to a hig

Call D

sterin

T
ngstoke, H
e, quality 

gh quality

B

Darren tod

D
g, De

So

Tel: 07
Hampshir
service to 

y standard,

•  Re-ski
•  Dot &
•  Dry Li
•  Covin
•  Board
•  Patchi
•  Pebble
•  Artex 

efore      

day on 07

DW
ecorat
olutio

7545 8
re, DWL 
 domestic

, services 

ims
& Dab 

ining
ng
ding
ing
e Dashin
covered

7545 863

WL
ting a

ons

863851
is a sm

 and comm

include:

g and Re

        Aft

3851 for 

and B

1
all busine
mercial se

endering

ter

free Esti

Buildi

ess provi
ectors.

imates.

ing

ding a 

Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 

Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434
0118 948 7033 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 

CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

Ladies, Gents and 
Childrens
Tailoring

Zip replacements 
Alterations to size

For a fi tting call Elsa
01256 411677

Mobile 07438392012
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Helping the Homeless:
The Camrose Centre Appeals for Volunteers!

 Most of us lucky enough to live in the relative affl uence of Basingstoke and 
its surrounds take the basic things in life, like having a roof over our head and enough 
food to eat, for granted.  But not everyone is that lucky.  Some of you may be surprised 
to learn that here in Basingstoke, up to as many as 11 people sleep rough each night.  
And many more will have to stay in unsatisfactory temporary accommodation such as 
in a hostel or sleeping on a friend’s fl oor.
 Right here on our doorstep there are people who, because of a variety of 
problems including unemployment, relationship breakdown, mental ill health, 
addiction or just plain bad luck, fi nd themselves homeless.  Let’s face it, there but for 
the grace of God goes any one of us.
 The Camrose Centre is the charity that provides practical and emotional 
support to people who are unlucky enough to fi nd themselves homeless or vulnerably 
housed.
 Our aim is to promote positive fulfi lling lifestyles, emotional wellbeing and 
long-term changes for those experiencing the effects of homelessness.  This starts with 
the basics, including hot meals, clothing, washing facilities and a contact address, and 
goes on to providing opportunities to make real, positive long-term changes through 
counselling and learning. 
 As a result, service users who might otherwise have felt they had no hope of 
turning their lives around are able to take positive steps towards change as individuals 
and as part of the wider community. One service user said, “If it wasn't for Camrose I 
wouldn't have a place to live or a job. I now have a future to look forward to”.
 The Camrose Centre is a direct access day service in Basingstoke that is 
available without judgement to anyone who asks for help. 
 The Camrose Centre works closely alongside other local organisations and 
services to provide help and support to people in Hampshire who are homeless and 
vulnerably housed.
 Can you spare some time to help The Camrose Centre?  We are on a drive to 
expand our circle of volunteers and we need all sorts of people to help with a wide 
range of practical tasks and client-facing roles.
 If you can spare the odd afternoon to shake a bucket or man a stall, or if you 
are interested in more regular volunteering work with our clients at the centre, then 
please do get in touch.  We hold regular sessions days when prospective volunteers can 
come along and fi nd out more about what we do and how you might be able to help.
 For more information visit www.trinitywinchester.org.uk/volunteer-for-us/or 
contact Jodie Gajic on 01962 842 827,  jodie@trinitywinchester.org.uk 
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Buy With Confi dence
Residents looking to buy a used car or carry out some home improvements can have 
information on local trustworthy traders at their fi nger tips with Hampshire County 
Council's new 'Buy With Confi dence' directory. 

The latest edition of the popular directory is out this week and contains information 
on over 600 organisations based in Hampshire (inc Southampton and Portsmouth) that 
have been checked by Trading Standards for trustworthiness and compliance with the 
law. 

Easy-to-follow with colour-coded categories the 'Buy With Confi dence' directory can 
help residents fi nd their way to details of a range of companies covering over 100 trades 
from accountancy to pest control to yacht chartering. 

Trading standards are asked most frequently for recommendations for home improvement 
and landscaping fi rms - the new directory includes over 100 companies that can help 
with those outstanding gardening and DIY jobs! The directory also identifi es those 
companies that are small job friendly so residents can fi nd a reliable trader whatever the 
size of their project - whether it is replacing one socket or rewiring their whole house.

Leader of Hampshire County Council, Cllr Ken Thornber, said: "If you don't have a 
personal recommendation from friends or family it can be diffi cult to know who to 
trust when looking to buy goods or services. The 'Buy With Confi dence' directory gives 
people a list of dependable businesses that come with the reassurance of having been 
approved by the County Council's Trading Standards service.

"The directory gets bigger and better each year with more businesses opting to join the 
scheme offering residents a wider choice of traders that come with built in peace of 
mind."

Copies of the directory are available from libraries and information centres across 
Hampshire or can be requested by e-mailing buy.with.confi dence@hants.gov.uk, by 
phone via Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06 or ordered online at the website at http://
www.buywithconfi dence.gov.uk/traders/directory.php.
www.buywithconfi dence.gov.uk/traders/directory.php

Alternatively residents can 
search for a trader using the Buy 
With Confi dence website www.
buywithconfi dence.gov.uk
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Employers and employees need to get 
set for the Olympics 2012

‘Hosting the 2012 Olympic Games is a fantastic opportunity for 
the UK and if you are lucky enough to have tickets for one or more 
events, you should be planning now to talk to your employer about 
taking leave or arranging fl exible hours so that you don’t miss out’ 
says Gill Brown, head of the employment law team at Phillips.

‘Look at it from the other side and you can imagine the signifi cant impact that 17 
sporting days could have on business productivity.

ACAS has already issued guidelines to help employers prepare for this major sporting 
event and minimise absenteeism, so if you need time off or fl exibility of hours, speak to 
your employer in good time so that your expectations can be considered. 

If you have a business and employ people, you need to start planning now to avoid 
problems later on, check policies and procedures and remind staff how these work in 
practice.
Here are some recommendations:

Communication – start talking early to employees about managing leave and working 
hours: include those lucky enough to have tickets, those who have volunteered to help 
and those who have no interest whatsoever. 
 Fairness – respond fairly to requests for time off.  Encourage those with tickets to 
book holidays as soon as they know the dates.  Remember that some members of staff 
may get fed up with the fuss and won’t want to see any favouritism shown to those with 
sporting interests. 
Flexibility - consider whether you can alter starting and fi nishing times, allow lunch 
breaks to be taken at different times or increase breaks so that staff can take time to 
watch key events during the working day.   
Clarity – ensure your expectations are crystal clear.   Spell out what you expect from 
your employees’ attendance, performance and fl exibility; give transparent reasons for 
any temporary changes in working practices; and remember that Olympic volunteers 
will have rights too.

‘Proper planning’ concludes Gill ‘can minimise problems of absenteeism and 
productivity and maximise enjoyment of one of the greatest sporting events the UK has 
ever hosted.’  
If you have any employment issues, whether an employer or an employee, contact 
Gill Brown, direct line: 01256 854605, email: gbrown@phillips-law.co.uk, web: www.
phillips-law.co.uk

Page 11

25% 
Discount 

ELECTRIC 
DOMESTIC

LIMITED 
DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 

Friendly, Local, Professional and Reliable  
Electrical Installations and Maintenance 

Tel:  01256 326982     Mobile:  07825 223593 
E-mail:  info@electric-domestic.co.uk 
Web:  www.electric-domestic.co.uk 

ELECSA Part P Approved Contractor – EPP37271 

TRUSTMARK registered – Government Approved Standards 

•  New Installations & Additions  
•  Full & Part Rewires 
•  Fuse Board Upgrades 
•  Sockets & Lighting 

No Job too Big or Small 
Free Estimates 

Competitive Pricing 
All Work complies to BS 7671 

•  External Sockets & Lighting 
•  Periodic Inspection Reports 
•  P.A.T. Testing 
•  Fault Finding & Maintenance 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL SERVICE 
 

   
Pay £60 instead of £80 

for TWO Hours of 
Electrical Services with 

Electric Domestic Limited 
  
  
 
 

Valid until end October 2011 ONLY so CALL NOW 
Remember to quote code: ’EDL-PM01’ 
 
Offer valid on 1st booking only  
subject to 2hr minimum booking.  
Cannot be used with another discount.  
Discount applicable to labour only. 

 
  

Call 01256 326982 or 07825 223593 
 

Partylite Candles and 
Decorative Accessories 

 Enjoy an evening featuring 
Partylite candles and accessories. 
Choose from a wide selection 
of quality candles in a variety of 
fragrances, shapes, colours and sizes. 
Also beautiful candle accessories in 
crystal, wrought iron, porcelain and 
chrome.
 See our new Autumn/Christmas 
book for the latest product collections. 
For more details on obtaining free 
products please contact Karen 
Fennell on 
07951318988

New Hospice Furniture Store!
Opening Times:

Monday to Saturday 9am to 4.30pm
at Onslow Close, just off Wade Road
near the Chineham Shopping Centre

The new showroom will stock a large range of second
hand furniture including sofas, dining tables, bed frames
and book cases. A delivery service is available for a small
charge.

Want to make a donation?
The Hospice is offering a free collection service and
anyone with a potential donation should contact the
furniture store on 01256 471191 or email
smh.furniturestore@live.co.uk to book an
inspection/collection.

Further information about the store can be found on the
Hospice website www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk.
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Hi
A big thank you to all you who supported our summer programme, we had some great 
FUN.   Our autumn sessions have also taken off with a roaring success. 

If you have popped into the Centre over the summer you will have seen lots of new 
faces at the reception desk,  This is because we had to say goodbye to Lisa in July as 
she moved on to further her career.  She is missed greatly by us all as she was our 
Admin Assistant for years.  We have however now recruited 2 new Admin Assistants 
– Amy and Hannah will be starting with us very shortly. Do pop in and say hello and 
make them fell like they belong.  Sue our Finance Officer will be so please to have 
them alongside her. The rest of the team who you know – Brenda, Debbie, Rosa and 
Paula continue to run the Outreach programme, with support from our Centre teacher 
Alison.  We also have a new Counsellor Ken to work alongside Eileen to support 
those parents who need some extra support.  

FAMILY LEARNING FUN DAY 
We have already started planning our October Holiday Activities which will start off 
on Monday 24th October with FUN DAY where there will be lots of taster family 
learning activities, which can get involved with your child between 11am – 4pm .  
There will also be a trip on Wednesday 26th October and other activities during the 
week which we will advertise in our Newsletter which will be out soon – so watch out 
for it. 

If you haven’t registered with Pebbles Children’s Centre yet come along and get to 
know us I am sure you and your under 5 year old children will have a great time.  If 
you don’t know where we are or what’s on just ring 01256 357028 or e-mail 
pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk or visit our website at www.3.hants.gov.uk/pebbles-cc 
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

 

 

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN
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Diaries from the Old Codger V2
 Version 2. Because as I had fi nished the column for October 
then pressed to save, I pressed the wrong button! When it said “do you 
want to save it?” well, as you can guess, I did the usual. Well Her Indoors 
is downstairs ironing for our trip away. Now fellas how is it when it 
comes to packing you see the case and a mound of clothes and when you 
say those immortal words “How long do you think we are going for?” 
The look says it all ,and you leave the room. The case is packed, and the 
dressing table as well. Her Indoors then says “That’s it”. “Good”, I say as she passes me a small 
bag. I take a look at it and again open my big mouth “What’s in this one?”. “Oh they are your 
clothes.” But what about that trunk you call a case? “Well”, the reply comes “I am not sure what 
I will wear”. All the wardrobes are empty, well Her Indoors ones are. All of this for a week I am 
not sure the car will stand the strain of it all, and by the time she unpacks the other end she will 
be packing to come home. 
I have been in hospital a couple of time over the last month. Ok I needed a rest from you know 
who, but back home it’s been a bit hectic. First fi nishing a road safety campaign idea I had 
that’s taken forever, then fi nishing my second children’s storybook. I am trying to get a sponsor 
to help republish my fi rst book. From the proceeds of the sale of it, half will be given to some 
of the local schools for sports equipment, the rest will go to getting the second book out in the 
schools and shops. By doing so it will generate more cash for the schools. But all of this is a lot 
of hard work, so I have to take a bit of time out, hence the holiday. My son is coming with us 
and he wants to do a bit of sea fi shing and has been contacting the fi shing shops to see where the 
best places are so I can use my wheelchair. I am looking forward to that, its one of the things I 
miss most since my stroke. The only thing is I am on wheels so I do not want to get on the wrong 
side of him. One small accident and I could be in the drink! So until next month, keep well.

Old Codger
That’s if I make it back in one piece ………………………………..

Marnel and Merton Community Group
 Marnel and Merton Community Group is progressing plans for the fun family 
Halloween Party on Saturday 22nd October at the Chute Pavilion in Sherborne St John.  We 
will have a disco, bar and fun and games for everyone as well as a hog roast (not included in 
ticket price) with the fun starting at 7.00pm. So now is the time to start getting your fancy dress 
sorted as there is a prize for the best dressed adult and child!  Entry to the party is by ticket 
only and priced at £2.50 for an adult or child. We will also have transport available so you do 
not have to drive - this will be at a cost of £1 per person return with mini busses running from 
Orchard Grove to Chute Pavilion. We look forward very much to seeing you there.
 I am sure that many of you will have been to the David Wilson Homes exhibition to fi nd 
out about the proposals for developing the fi elds north of Marnel Park.  We understand that the 
planning application is to be submitted before Christmas and we will be posting information on 
how to object to the application on our Facebook page - search Marnel and Merton Community 
Group via pages.
 If you require further information about the planning application or if you would like 
to buy tickets ( and transport ) for the Halloween Party please email marnelparkresidentgroup@
hotmail.co.uk
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Cornerstone Nursery News – 
October 2011
Cornerstone Miss Muffets in Popley Way – 
01256 840300
Through September we welcomed all our new 
children into the Nursery and helped all children 
settle into their new rooms.
Some of our children looked at Fire Safety where they discussed and were 
shown what to do in an emergency.  Our 2-3 year old children spent a whole week 
looking at and taking part in lots of different cooking activities which they all 
enjoyed.  And our babies have had a messy week where they have experienced 
lots of new sensory and painting activities.
In October we will be doing lots of activities on Halloween and we will be having 
a Halloween party for all the children who attend.

Cornerstone Nursery in Priestley Road – 01256 818118
During September we had lots of fun! Each month we have a “theme day” This 
month s theme was princes and princesses. We all had great fun joining in the 
hall for our Royal tea party.  The children had a fabulous Royal banquet and 
enjoyed their lovely feast.  They all made a crown which they wore for the 
banquet and took home with them when they left.
We have welcomed lots of new children into the Nursery, especially in the baby 
unit. The babies and staff have been having great fun getting to know each 
other and taking part in lots of art and craft activities.
We have also had great joy in welcoming some of the school leavers back to 
show off their smart school uniforms.

Cornerstone Sunrise at Aldworth Science College – 01256 356166
In our baby room the babies have been exploring the garden. They are doing 
craft work with the leaves and exploring the texture of the grass. They have 
been doing lots of bubble play, blowing the bubbles and playing with bubbles in 
water.
The family room have been talking about the sky and the planets as most 
mornings the children have noticed the moon in the sky as well as the sun. The 
children have made a wall display about the planets and made space rockets to 
put on the display.
The children have been discussing the four different seasons and have been 
exploring the fallen leaves, giving the children the idea to make a big tree 
display with leaves made from hand prints. They also made big rain drops and 
rain clouds as they said it has been raining so much!

All settings currently have spaces in all age groups but spaces are limited so 
please contact the manager at your preferred setting.

Page 19

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models
Cars & light Commercials

Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers

Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery & collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly & personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00pm-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT Cheques accepted. Minimum 

£5.00 & with banker’s Card
Telephone orders welcome

Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 
Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 

Some of our food may contain ingredients
 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize

Menu’s Available
http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with  

 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
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Bonfire/Firework Safety. 
REMEMBER:

Fireworks are explosives. 
Always buy fireworks that comply with the British Standard. 
Follow all instructions and always put safety first. 

ALWAYS:

Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 
Dispose of sparklers in a bucket of water as soon as they are finished. 
Never give sparklers to a child under five. 
Ensure that all children with fireworks are well supervised. 

Keep fireworks in a closed box or tin. 
Use them one at a time, replacing the lid immediately. 
Follow the instructions on each firework, using a torch  - never use a naked flame.  
Light fireworks at arm's length using a taper or a firework lighter. 
Do not drink alcohol if setting off fireworks. 
Stand well back. 

NEVER:

Never go back to a lit firework, it could explode in your face. 
Never put fireworks in your pocket. 
Never throw fireworks. 

BONFIRE TIPS: 

Never use/pour petrol or other flammable liquids onto a fire to get it going. 
Always start and keep bonfires away from buildings, sheds and fences etc. 
Check the bonfire for animals/pets that may be hiding within it before lighting it. 
Be aware of neighbouring/nearby thatch properties. 

Useful contact points and further information: 

Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service: www.hantsfire.gov.uk 
Community Fire Safety Department: 023 8062 6809 
Email: community.firesafety@hantsfire.gov.uk 
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A1 CARS (B’STOKE)

TAXI/MINIBUS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

any job any distance 
up to 8 seats  

465000/322020
(TAXI)             (CHAUFFEUR) 

EMAIL; a1cars@btinternet.com

AIRPORTS / DOCKS/ WEDDINGS 
NIGHTS OUT / THEATRES, ETC 

CREDIT/ DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

a1executivecars.net
SPECIALISISTS IN; 

                   AIRPORT TRANFERS, WEDDINGS
AND ALL JOURNEYS AND OCCASIONS  

WHERE AN EXECUTIVE CAR IS REQUIRED.

322020/465000 or 07761319989 
             EMAIL; a1executivecars@btinternet.com

a1executivecars.net runs a fleet of E Class Mercedes
and MPV vehicles, we can cater for up to 8 passengers.

We offer travel to and from all major Airports,
     Docks, Towns and Cities in Southern England.

We cater for Weddings, Sporting Events, Concerts,
     Shopping Trips and all other Special Occasions.

      Private and Corporate Customers Welcome  

Your nearest fl orist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
fl owers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryfl orist.co.uk

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance

• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring 

• Gardening 
• Bricklaying

• Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted

Free Estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980
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Changing Times for Junction 6
Junction 6 Youth Centre moved from the old John Hunt Site to a new building 
4 years ago.  It has been a thriving youth centre on Popley for more than 
16 years.  Most people in Popley will at least know someone who has been 
here if they haven’t actually used it themselves!  I have managed the project 
for 11 years during which time I have worked with hundreds of local young 
people on tens of exciting and challenging projects as well as regular youth 
club nights where young people have built up some trusting and constructive 
brilliant relationships with their youth workers over time.

In these diffi cult times when all Councils see their budgets decreasing and 
pressure is put on to make signifi cant cuts to services,  Hampshire County 
Council will no longer be directly providing young people with youth centre 
services.  As a consequence, Junction 6 in its current form, will be coming 
to an end in October this year.  The new Youth Support Service is currently 
working to secure provision in the future with the voluntary sector and local 
partnerships.  It is anticipated that a new youth project will run from the 
current building next to Everest Community Academy site in the near future.

In the meantime, the current Junction 6 team, Shirley, Junior Simmone and I 
will all be moving on from our youth worker jobs.  We would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the young people of Popley for some amazing times at 
the project and we leave with very fond memories of you all!  We don’t deny 
there have been plenty of challenging moments – you know who you are!! – 
but they have always worked out with the commitment and skill of the staff 
teams current and past.

Please pass on the message to those who may not read this article that we will 
be open on Tuesday nights throughout September into October and working 
on the streets on Wednesdays.  We will also be supporting the Monday night 
youth centre now thriving at Popley Fields Community Centre. It would be 
great if those who want to could pop by to say goodbye, and stay informed 
about new developments and how you might be involved.

Thanks once again
BXX

07983995393
bianca.webb@hants.gov.uk
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Popley Explorers Pre-school
Charity number 1142904

Bermuda Community Hall, Bermuda Close, Popley, Basingstoke, Hants

Established OFSTED registered Pre-school 
with an excellent reputation

Opening times 8.30am – 3.00pm Monday – Friday, Government funded 
grants for 3 years and over for 15 hours a week.

£4.00 per hour £2.00 per half hour for under 3s (min 2 hours per week).
We work within the EYFS guidelines to make your children’s time with us as 

benefi cial to them as possible.
We believe in child lead learning where the children decide what activities 
they do including messy play, outdoor play, singing, dancing, story time, 

walks (weather permitting) and lots more.
We have a summer trip each year and several celebration parties.

Popley Explorers is run by an excellent group of staff with years of experience 
between them lead by our Group Manager, Sharon and Elaine our Group Deputy 
Manager. The staff team are supported by a strong parent committee who are 
dedicated to helping with the smooth running of the group and fundraising.

You are very welcome to arrange a visit to come and see our facilities and meet 
the staff, everyone is welcome.

Contact: Ask for either Sharon or Elaine on 01256 363156


