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Message from the Editor:- It’s the early hours of the morning and 
Paul and I are still here at our computers getting Popley Matters ready to go to the 
printer. It suddenly struck me that 2011 is nearly over and how many people will 
be thinking about what this year has been like for them, and the people around 
that they care about. It has been such a tough and sad one for my family but we 
have each other to lean on. I wonder how many people will have an even lonelier 
Christmas than we will. If you know someone who is on their own, please just ask 
if they are OK and maybe even send them a card or a note. I hope Christmas is a 
happy time for everyone no matter what your beliefs. It is a time when we can all 
come together and share some happiness.
We hope you enjoy reading Popley Matters as we try to keep our readers informed 

as much as we can. We have a fantastic band of volunteers who go out in all weathers to deliver your 
community magazine. They are all special and we thank them. A few have had to give up delivering this 
year and one has been delivering as long as I can remember. Thank you Maud, also to the others who 
know who they are. We are so grateful for your time and support. This leaves us with a few vacancies so 
if you could spare just one hour a month to help us deliver the magazine we would appreciate it greatly.
We have been contacted lots of times about the 30 mph speed limit and signage for Popley Way and 
Carpenters Down so we have some information on page 12. There are some safety tips from the Fire 
Service on page 13. 
Get well Old Codger. He has been in hospital for fi ve weeks and has been very 
poorly. We all hope you are soon well enough to help Her Indoors to spend your 
money on the Christmas shopping! Old Codger writes children stories too and 
has been trying to get his next series printed out it is an expensive business.
Finally a very happy holiday time for all and I hope that those that will be working 
over the Christmas period get at least some time home with family or friends.
If you want to write an article, advertise, or be a volunteer for Popley Matters, 
contact Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King 411113, via email editor@
popleymatters.org.uk, or write to Popley Matters Group, 405 Abbey Road, 
Basingstoke RG24 9EL.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Iris King; Distribution Marnel 
and Merton Rise Paul Illsey; Treasurer Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Smith;  Stuart Humphries; George 
Cousins; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell; Sheila Brandes; Elaine Dennis; Carole Whetton; Terry Jones; Anne 
Marks; Jo Micallef; Linda Austen; Doreen Phillips; Tessa Hollingshead; Christine Taylor; Nigel Taylor; Shelly Phelps; and 
Viv Washbourne.
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Popley Matters Article 
November 2011 
Dan White, Community Safety Patrol Officer 

New CSPO team 
for Popley 
Introducing your new Community Safety 
Patrol Officers.

We would like to introduce ourselves as the 
new CSPO team for the Popley area. 

Dan White covering Popley West & Paula 
James-Bailey covering Popley East have 
taken over from David Mason who has moved 
to a new patrol area after many years of hard 
work in Popley.  Paul Bowman will continue to 
cover the whole of Popley. 

The CSPOs are provided  by Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council and Hampshire 
County Council.  Our role in Popley is to work 
closely with the community and partner 
agencies, such as the police and housing 
associations.

We identify and tackle local issues, reducing 
crime, deterring anti-social behaviour and 
dealing with environmental crimes, to make 
residents feel safer and happier about their 
neighbourhood..

We work closely with the police with 
daily combined briefing meetings and 
shared information through innovative 
use of technology. As patrolling officers 
we can use enforcement powers to 
tackle offences such as graffiti, littering, 
dog fouling or confiscating alcohol from 
underage drinkers. 

We hope to see as many of you as 
possible whilst on patrol around 
Popley. If you don’t manage to see us 
and would like to talk to us about any 
issues you may have, please contact 
us on 01256 845 700 or by email ; 
safetypatrolservice@basingstoke.gov.uk

Dan White       Paula James-Bailey         Paul Bowman 
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

OPENING JANUARY 2012
BLOSSOM DAY NURSERY

AT ROOKSDOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE

CHILDREN FROM AGES 3 
MONTHS TO 5 YEARS

OPEN
 MONDAY TO 

FRIDAY
7:30am – 6.00pm

51 WEEKS OF THE YEAR
www.blossomdaynursery.com

Tay – 07739 329518
Mel – 07876 751662

nursery@blossomdaynursery.com

PINS AND 
NEEDLES

• UPHOLSTERY
• LONGARM QUILTING

• ROMAN BLINDS
• CURTAINS
• CUSHIONS

• MAKING UP SERVICE

Speak to Umi or Celal on

TEL 07891768807 
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B.A.S
Plumbing Services

All property maintenance
Kitchens

Bathrooms
Decorating
Electrics

Gardening
Un-Vented Cylinders

Free Quotes

Call Nick
07500242173

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Free Quotations, Decorating, General Gardening, Landscaping, Professional 
Cleaning, Quality Carpets, Plumbing, Electrical, Tiling, All building aspects 
Renovating, Property Snagging Inspections, Blinds & Curtains made to 
measure, Furnishing Packages and much, much more! 

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON 01256 355 999/ 07789110000 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.qpshomes.co.uk or email peter@qpshomes.co.uk
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Merry Christmas
I was recently watching a clip on youtube about Basing Wood (Carpenters 
Down Wood). It was really well done with lovely photography of the wood, 
plant life, leisure facilities and some marvellous wood sculptures. 

As I marvelled at having such a fantastic natural leisure facility right on my 
doorstep, I was reminded how each year about a week before Christmas my 
Mum, Dad, my sister and myself would go to the local woods to look for 
holly and greenery to decorate the house for Christmas. It was a lovely family 
time, with my sister and myself getting more more excited knowing that 
Christmas was only days away. 

On Christmas Eve, after my Mum had cleaned the house from top to bottom, 
we would put up the Christmas tree with the fairy on the top and decorate the 
house with paper chains and the holly and greenery we had collected. 

At night my sister and I would go to bed unable to sleep, straining every tiny 
muscle of our ears hoping to catch the sound of Santa's Sleigh bells, as he 
passed over our house before landing on the roof, to climb down the chimney 
drink the sherry, and eat the mince pie left for him. Our imaginations would 
run wild, as we dreamed of the presents he might leave at the end of our beds.

They were happy days and I remember them fondly.

In these times of austerity cuts, pay freezes, pay cuts and job losses, I think 
we all should remember the following paragraph found on the internet: 

The best Christmas presents can’t be wrapped, and no amount of money can 
buy them.  They’re brighter than tinsel, warmer than fi relight, and sweeter 
than toffee. They are our Christmas memories. They shine from year to year, 
generation to generation, linking past and future. They soften hearts, lift 
spirits, and make us better people all year long.

Viv Washbourne
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Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West

Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315
Head 2 Head Hairdressing

Ladies from
Blow-dry £12:50

Cut & Blow-dry £17:95
Hair up from £18

Gent from
Cut £10

Restyle £12:95
Headshave £8

Children Up to the age 12 from 
Girls £10  * Restyle £15
Boys £8  * Headshave £5

O.A.P from 
Cut & blow-dry £15 * Blow-dry & Shampoo set £10

Full Head £50 * Half Head £42 * T-bar £37 * Semi £38
Perms from £35/40

Colour work from
Hightlights: Full Head £55/60 * Half head £47 * T-bar 

42
Tints: Full Head £47 * Roots £42 * Semi £38

CALL/TEXT MELISSA
07771892548

Vintage Allsorts
All sorts of furniture and items 

for sale, mainly vintage

Unit 19
Folly Farm,

(On A339)

Ramsdell
Basingstoke
RG26 5RJ

Open every Monday from 
10am to 3pm

Other times by appointment
Ring Caroline on 07881596236
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On 3rd December we are holding a Christmas Fayre. Anyone 
interested in hiring a table (£5) for this event, please contact 
Vicki in the of  ce. We will be selling new and handmade gifts, 
Hands on Healing, handmade confectionery, jewellery, a Grand 
Raf  e – 1st prize Christmas hamper, all welcome.

FRIENDLY CAFÉ – Every Monday and Thursday we hold a 
café, 9.30-11.30 come for a chat and a cuppa and even a bacon 
sandwich! All ages welcome.

WHAT S ON:
MONDAY:     9.30-11.30am Friendly Café  
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:     4.00-9.00pm AG Dance Academy 
     9.30am-2.30pm Pebbles Children s Centre
WEDNESDAY:   9.30-11.30am Popley Little People, Mother
        and Toddler group 
     9.00-10.45am  Quit Smoking Clinic
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch Club
     5.30-7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am Friendly Café
     5.30-8.00pm Street Dancing – NEW!!!!!!!
FRIDAY:     10.00-11.30am Pebbles Children s Centre
     6.30-7.45pm  MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
     8.00- 9.15pm age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY:    9.00am-12.30pm MG Dance Academy 
SUNDAY:     MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keble on 462351 for times of services. 

Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding receptions, and conferences. Please 
Ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@tiscali.co.uk. 

Also  nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

Bin Collections over the Festive Period
 Rubbish and recycling collection crews will be taking Boxing 
Day (Monday 26 December) off but will work the next Saturday (31 
December) to catch up, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
has announced.

If your normal collection day would be: put your grey bin (and green bin if your recycling week)
 Out instead on:
Monday 26 December  Tuesday 27 December 
Tuesday 27 December Wednesday 28 December
Wednesday 28 December Thursday 29 December
Thursday 29 December Friday 30 December
Friday 30 December Saturday 31 December 

 Christmas can mean extra rubbish, for example wrapping paper that can’t be recycled, 
Therefore, in the fi rst collection after Christmas ONLY extra sacks will be collected. Unless adverse 
weather affects bin rounds, collections should return to normal from Monday 2 January 2012. 

For more information about bin collections see www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/recycling or call 
01256 844844.



Page 7

Councillors Page: There is a meeting 
with the Portfolio Holder responsible for the 
allocation of approved sites, the Head of Planning, 
Councillors, and residents that spoke against 
the planning application to start to build on 
the  elds next to Jersey and Guernsey Close 
and directly behind Marnel Park, known as Kiln 
Farm. All those protesting against the 450 more 
dwellings agree that David Wilson Homes should 
listen to the residents and the recommendation 
of the Planning Inspector. At the last Local 
Development Framework, He recommended 
that Popley and Sherborne St John should have 
time to settle as a community. The committee 
that the residents came and spoke to said that 
“the planning application should be put back to 
the end of the Local Planning Framework. In 10 
to 15 years time”. The building has not  nished 
in the old John Hunt site nor on Popley Islands. 
If you also add in the plot of land owned by the 
Fire Authority and 784 due to start next year 
in Merton Rise it is obvious to all except David 
Wilson Homes and developers, that ENOUGH is 
ENOUGH. I suppose there’s little hope of them 
considering the residents before their pro  t? The 
planning application called The Spinney in Popley 
West was rejected as there was no provision for 
social housing and little chance of people getting 
on to the  rst rung of owning their own home. 
There is also a meeting with David Wilson Homes 
at the very end of November we will report 
back to you on this and the December meeting 
in January.
We continue to  ght for the reinstatement of the 
“Hospital Loop” and I had a meeting with Cllr 
Mel Kendal and the of  cer who is the “Head of 
Transport”. They have promised to go back to 
Stagecoach and ask them to look at re instating 
the service. Both Hampshire County Council and 
Stagecoach are adamant that the bus service is 
hardly used. So please write, email or phone and 
let them know that you do use it and it is a valued 
service, especially in the winter.
To contact me , phone 819924, mobi le 
07974098131, emai l  c l lr. jane . frankum@
basingstoke.gov.uk or write to 405 Abbey Road, 
Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL

Popley East: David Wilson Homes are 
now meeting with the council Planning Offi cers 
about submitting their planning application to 
the council for another 450 homes on the Kiln 
Farm site, known as BAS104. Along with many 
local residents, I am opposed to these plans. I 
am not against development but Popley has 
had more than its fair share in recent years 
and it is time to say enough is enough. We 
really need as many residents as possible to 
send objection letters to Giorgio Frammalicco, 
Head of Planning, Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council, Civic Offi ces, London 
Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 4AH. 
Myself and the other Popley Councillors will 
be looking at what steps we will take next and 
we will keep you updated with the timetable for 
making a decision. 
On a more positive note, did you know that 
it’s Keep Britain Tidy month? As part of this 
a national Love Where You Live campaign 
is being run that aims to inspire, encourage 
and enable us to make where we live, work 
and play the kind of place we really want it to 
be. It’s about making a difference ourselves, 
whether as individuals, groups, local 
authorities or companies. Complaints about 
litter and untidy areas feature frequently in my 
mailbag as a local Councillor, and although 
our Streetcare team at the Council do a 
fantastic job of keeping our area looking good 
I thought it might be nice to lend them a hand. 
Therefore, I have organised a community 
litter pick in Popley- ‘The Big Popley Pick’- on 
Saturday 26th November from 12pm – 2pm. 
Anyone who wishes to take part should meet 
at 12pm outside Marnel Junior School. It would 
be helpful if you could contact me fi rst on 
07834818489 to let me know you are coming.
Finally, last weekend I went to see the fantastic 
production of Romeo and Juliet by local young 
people at the Spotlight Centre. A big well done 
to all those who helped to organise it and took 
part, you were great!
If you would like to contact me about an 
issue of concern or anything else that I might 
be able to help you with please call me on 
07834818489 or email me at Cllr.Shelley.
Phelps@basingstoke.gov.uk.
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Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 

Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434
0118 948 7033 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 

CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

Ladies, Gents and 
Childrens
Tailoring

Zip replacements 
Alterations to size

For a fi tting call Elsa
01256 411677

Mobile 07836552461
15 Dartmouth Walk, South Ham RG22 6QU
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Phone: 01256 414494
Fax: 01256 418529

Charity Reg No: 1052133
popleyfi elds@hotmail.com

Slimming World
 Slimming World is coming to Popley Fields after Christmas on Wednesday 
mornings and starts on 4th January 2012 For more information contact Hazel on 
07796158098.
Family Prize Bingo 
 A big thank you to all those that attended and supported the Xmas Family 
Prize Bingo night last month.
Aerobics
 We have an aerobics class which takes place on Tuesday evenings 7.30-
8.30pm. Zumba, also takes place on Thursday 7.30 till 8.30pm in the Large Hall
Silverwings Line Dancing
 Wednesday evenings 8.00 to 10.00pm. This class is for all those people 
that can line dance. Come along and give it a try.
New Testament Church of God – Coffee Morning for over 50s
 This popular get-together is held here on Thursday mornings from 
10.30am until 12.30pm. Come along with your old friends and make some new 
ones.
Dynamics:
Baton twirling takes place on Thursday evenings from 5.00pm to 7.00pm.
Knitability Knitting Club
 Are you a machine knitter or would you like to learn (hand knitters also 
welcome)? This group meets on the 1st and 3rd Friday each month from 10.00am 
till 12.00pm For more information please contact the secretary on 01256 772083.

 Popley Fields Community Centre is also available for hire for conferences, 
meetings, private parties, weddings and under 12s children’s parties all at very 
reasonable rates.  Call now for more information on any of the above or to fi nd 
out more about any of the other activities which happen at the Centre every week.

Tel: 01256 414494 or email popleyfi elds@hotmail.com
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CAFÉ DOME OPEN FOR BUSINESS – WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT

Café Dome is the name of the community café managed by The Café Project. It is located behind Gillies
Health Centre next to the Driving Test Centre at Brighton Hill.

The Café Project is a charity trust with the primary aim of supporting learning disabled people with
training and employment in Basingstoke and the surrounding area.
We maintain our funding through individual, public, and corporate grants and donations; however we
heavily rely on volunteers to support the training of our students in food preparation, cooking, cleaning,
customer service, and online trading.

Your custom is much appreciated and helps to support the ongoing work that we do. It will help to
maintain the longevity of this facility for learning disabled people in the area. A huge thank you to
all our customers who come along for meals, snacks and drinks and make Café Dome a community
charity on a mission to support some of the more vulnerable people in our town.

Our volunteers who have undertaken training in Food Health & Hygiene and Learning Disability
Awareness, and are now supporting our students in food preparation, cooking, cleaning, and customer
service.

Our community café is open from 7.30am to 2.30pm Tuesday through to Friday for breakfast, lunch,
cakes, snacks and drinks. We aim to provide customers with freshly made, fair trade, locally sourced and
free range product choices at a great value, such as a Full English Breakfast for £3.95, homemade soup
and a roll for £1.95 and homemade cakes from only £0.50.

As customer demand grows along with our student and volunteer capacity, we expect to extend or
change our opening hours and even include a Saturday opening, along with some seasonal events.

Please check our notice board or website for further information.
Something of interest to our local residents is the fact that we now have a very smart venue facility that
is available to hire at evenings and weekends from only £10ph on a Sunday.

Critical to the success of our charity is supporting our students in the activities of the café and we
continue to need the help of volunteers who can commit a minimum of 3 regular hours a week to buddy
up with one of our students or help out at peak periods such as lunchtimes.

The trustees continue to need help with things such as designing marketing materials, delivering café
flyers, help with getting our online trading initiative up and running, and other fundraising activities.

If you are interested in volunteering, becoming a student, or hiring the venue, please drop in to the café,
call or email Alison Pritchard on 01256 816375 alison@thecafeproject.co.uk . If you would like to
volunteer to help the trustees, please email admin@thecafeproject.co.uk.

Thanks again for all your support.
John Wright
Chairman
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Popley Explorers Pre-School
Charity number 1142904

Bermuda Community Hall, Bermuda Close, Popley, 
Basingstoke, Hants

Established OFSTED registered Pre-school 

with an excellent reputation
Opening times 8.30am – 3.00pm Monday – Friday, Government funded grants for 3 years and over for 

15 hours a week.
£4.00 per hour, £2.00 per half hour for under 3s (min 2 hours per week).

We work within the EYFS guidelines to make your children’s time with us as benefi cial to them as 
possible.

We believe in child lead learning where the children decide what activities they do including messy 
play, outdoor play, singing, dancing, story time, walks (weather permitting) and lots more.

We have a summer trip each year and several celebration parties.

 Popley Explorers is run by an excellent group of staff with years of experience between them 
lead by our Group Manager, Sharon Burton, and our Group Deputy Manager Elaine Gibbons and Lorraine 
Perry. The staff team are supported by a strong parent committee who are dedicated to helping with the 
smooth running of the group and fundraising.

You are very welcome to arrange a visit to come and see our facilities and meet the staff, 
everyone is welcome.

Contact: Ask for either Sharon or Elaine on 01256 363156
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Popley Speed Limits
I have been asked about the speed limit changes both as a councillor and as the 

Editor of Popley Matters so I asked officers, and checked the Highway Code myself. The 
officers answer was “The Traffic Signs Manual from the Department for Transport clearly 

states you shouldn't use speed limit reminder signs in a 30mph zone with street lights (for example the 
whole Popley area) as "it would be impracticable to place 30mph repeater signs on every road. To do so in 
some cases, but not others, would result in inconsistency and driver uncertainty. This is therefore 
prohibited.”

So unfortunately, we cannot put speed limit reminders in a 30mph zone with street lights, as doing so 
would invalidate that speed limit and make it unenforceable by the police. It would also create uncertainty 
for drivers, as on some roads they were being reminded, but on others there was nothing. The street lights 
themselves are the effective 30mph signs, unless there is another sign telling people otherwise”. 

Please see below details below for extract from The Highway Code. 
It is 30mph down Popley Way and Carpenters Down and there are signs at all entrances. Popley Way 

and Carpenters Down was the last residential road to get formal 30mph. However I have asked for some 
gateway features as you come into Popley Way so that more noticeable 30mph signs can be erected on them. 

Highway code section on speed limits 
Speed limits and speeding 

There are different speed limits for cars, vans and towing vehicles on different types of roads. Make sure you 
know the legal speed limits for your vehicle, the penalties for speeding and when to slow down to suit the road 
conditions.
 National speed limits for different vehicles and types of road 
 You must not drive faster than the speed limit for the road and your type of vehicle. 
 A limit of 30 miles per hour (mph) or 48 kilometres per hour (km/h) usually applies to all traffic on all roads 
with street lighting. This applies unless you see signs showing otherwise. 
Table of national speed limits 
Type of vehicle Built-up areas Single carriage-ways Dual carriage-ways Motorways 

 mph (km/h) mph (km/h) mph (km/h) mph (km/h) 

Cars & motorcycles 
(including car-derived vans 
up to 2 tonnes maximum 
laden weight) 

30 (48) 60 (96) 70 (112) 70 (112) 

Cars towing caravans or 
trailers 
(including car-derived vans 
and motorcycles) 

30 (48) 50 (80) 60 (96) 60 (96) 

Buses, coaches and 
minibuses 
(under 12 metres in overall 
length) 

30 (48) 50 (80) 60 (96) 70 (112) 

Goods vehicles 
(under 7.5 tonnes maximum 
laden weight) 

30 (48) 50 (80) 60 (96) 70 (112) 
If articulated, or towing a 
trailer, limit is 60 mph (96 
km/h) 

Goods vehicles 
(above 7.5 tonnes maximum 
laden weight) 

30 (48) 40 (64) 50 (80) 60 (96) 

Web link to section of Highway code 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Roadsafetyadvice/DG_178867



Page 13

Celebrate Safely 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service urges everyone to celebrate 
safely this Christmas

People often get distracted by the hustle and bustle of Christmas and are unaware of the potential fire hazards 
and toxic threats that can lurk in fairy lights, candles and flammable decorations.  

Latest figures from the government fire safety campaigns show a rise in the number of accidental fire deaths and 
injuries over the festive period. In recent years there were 33,000 accidental house fires, 10% of which occurred 
in the run up to Christmas Day. 

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service wants everyone to have a happy and safe Christmas this year and is urging 
the public to take fire safety seriously - plan escape routes, install smoke alarms, and test them weekly.  

Assistant Chief Officer Bob Rattcliffe, Head of Community Safety at Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service, says:  

“The risk of fire in the home is an all year round issue - however people are particularly vulnerable at 
Christmas for many reasons ranging from unsafe electrical decorations, unattended candles, through to 
cooking whilst drunk.  

“People also vastly underestimate the deadly strength of toxic smoke and overestimate how long they 
have to escape should a fire break out. The reality is that just two to three breaths of smoke in a fire can 
render a person unconscious. Christmas should be a time for celebration rather than tragedy and for this 
reason we’re urging people to be fire aware and stay fire safe.” 

Here are Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service’s top tips to stay safe from fire this Christmas:  

o Ensure you have a working smoke alarm installed on all levels of your home. Test your smoke 
alarms weekly and never remove batteries to power presents!  

o Never leave cooking unattended and avoid cooking whilst drunk. The majority of fires start in 
the kitchen so this is a high risk area. Always turn off kitchen appliances when you have 
finished cooking.  

o Never leave candles unattended. Keep decorations, cards and wrapping paper away from 
candles, fires, lights and heaters.  

o Ensure you switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed, or leave the house. 
Check your Christmas tree lights conform to the British Standard (BS EN 60598).  

o Always use an RCD (residual current device) on outdoor electrical equipment (a safety device 
that can save lives by instantly switching off the power if there is a fault).  

o Don’t overload sockets - ensure only one plug per socket. Always turn off plugs when they are 
not in use, except those that are designed to be left on, like freezers.  

o Make sure cigarettes are extinguished properly and never smoke in bed. Put it out, right out.  
o Check on older relatives and neighbours this Christmas, as they are at greater risk from fire.  
o Ask the experts - Fire safety in the home is the primary concern of Hampshire Fire and 

Rescue’s Community Safety department. Visit our website at www.hantsfire.gov.uk for 
information on how to protect yourself and your home from fire.  

o And finally, in the event of fire: get out, stay out and call 999. 
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When you should use 999 instead 
You should call 999 if: 

violence is being used or threatened 

there is danger to life 

a crime is in progress or offenders carrying out a 
crime have recently been disturbed 

there has been a road accident where people are 
injured, or there has been a accident that has 
affected traffic 

If you call 101 but you are reporting an emergency, you will be directed to the 999 service. 

What you can report using 101 
The 101 phone line can help you with advice and information on community safety and anti-
social behaviour issues. The service is different depending on where you live. 
In Wales, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, call 101 if you need to: 

report a non-emergency crime 

report anti-social behaviour 

report drunken or rowdy behaviour 

report dangerous driving 

speak to the police about a general enquiry 

When to Use 999 and 101 Numbers

Tips and Advice on Clearing Snow and Ice
 • Start early - it's much easier to clear fresh, loose snow compared to compacted ice that has 
been compressed by people walking on it.
 • Don't use hot water - this will melt the snow, but may replace it with black ice, increasing the 
risk of injury.
 • Be a good neighbour - some people may be unable to clear snow and ice on paths from their 
property.
 • If shovelling snow, think where you are going to put it so that it doesn't block people's paths 
or drainage channels.
 • Make a pathway down the middle of the area to be cleared fi rst, so you have a clear surface to 
walk on.
 • ‘Spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help stop ice forming’
 • Table salt or dishwasher salt will work, but avoid spreading on plants or grass as they may be 
damaged by it.
 • Pay particular care and attention to steps and steep gradients.
 • Use the sun to your advantage - removing the top layer of snow will allow the sun to melt any 
ice beneath; however you will need to cover any ice with salt to stop it refreezing overnight.
 • If there's no salt available, sand or ash are good alternatives.

DO NOT USE CAT LITTER The clay granules in cat litter soften when they absorb 
moisture and turn into a watery sludge. Although this sludge may freeze at a slightly lower temperature, 
the clay content acts as a lubricant with the ice, making the ground more slippery and longer to thaw. It 
also walks into your house and stains and rots your carpets.
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ARE YOU MISSING OUT? 
Don’t be bored at home doing the same things everyday because at Pebbles 
Children’s Centre there is fun to be had.   In the last issue we told you about our very 
busy Half-Term week, with Fun Day, a Family Trip and Spooky Craft activities.  We 
have our weekly term time drop-ins and groups that are full of fun and learning for 
both you and you child. (MUMs and DADs)  They are also not far from your door, 
with activities running at Melrose Hall and Popley Fields as well as the Children’s 
Centre.

Christmas will soon be upon us now and there will be a Christmas Party for the 
centre’s registered families. To find out more about this please contact us (as below). 

During the past month we have had some changes within the staffing at the centre.  
We have sadly said goodbye to Brenda Watson, but we have welcomed Hannah 
Sylvester to the Admin Team. We wish them both good luck in their new jobs.  

We will be taking a break with the usual groups over the Christmas period but you 
can still drop in at the Centre and play. 

Here are the Dates for your diary: 
w/c 5 December – last week of groups before Christmas ( except Literacy Class – last 
day 15.12.11) 
13 December Christmas party for registered families 
23 December - Centre closes for Christmas 
3 January – Centre re-opens 
w/c 9 January – groups re-start and we will be starting a new session of courses and 
should you wish to take part in any of these, please contact us (as below). 

So if you have a child under 5 years old, make Pebbles Children’s Centre 
part of your New Years Resolution 

Just ring us on 01256 357028 or e-mail pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk or visit our website 
at www.3.hants.gov.uk/pebbles-cc or drop into the centre on Shakespeare Rd 

 
Janice and all the Pebbles staff team would like 

to wish you and your family a very, very 
Happy Christmas 
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A1 CARS (B’STOKE)

TAXI/MINIBUS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

any job any distance 
up to 8 seats  

465000/322020
(TAXI)             (CHAUFFEUR) 

EMAIL; a1cars@btinternet.com

AIRPORTS / DOCKS/ WEDDINGS 
NIGHTS OUT / THEATRES, ETC 

CREDIT/ DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

a1executivecars.net
SPECIALISISTS IN; 

                   AIRPORT TRANFERS, WEDDINGS
AND ALL JOURNEYS AND OCCASIONS  

WHERE AN EXECUTIVE CAR IS REQUIRED.

322020/465000 or 07761319989 
             EMAIL; a1executivecars@btinternet.com

a1executivecars.net runs a fleet of E Class Mercedes
and MPV vehicles, we can cater for up to 8 passengers.

We offer travel to and from all major Airports,
     Docks, Towns and Cities in Southern England.

We cater for Weddings, Sporting Events, Concerts,
     Shopping Trips and all other Special Occasions.

      Private and Corporate Customers Welcome  

Your nearest fl orist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
fl owers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryfl orist.co.uk

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance

• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring 

• Gardening 
• Bricklaying

• Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted

Free Estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980
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Air scoutsBasingstoke Air 
Scout Group 
www.base2000.co.uk 
Headquarters - Base 2000 Carpenters Down RG24 9AE 
Group Scout Leader:  Colin Karslake  01256 410559 
Beavers: Eve Alexander 01256 346510   07790 018 171  
Cubs: Elaine Devenport 01256 323453        
Scouts: Andy Welham Jones 07971 491 145 

It’s been even more busy, busy just lately with Hallowe’en Parties, Bonfire night, 
JOTA/JOTI Communications and spaghetti pioneering!  The Beavers have completed 
their ‘Passport to India’ challenge and the first of the medals for good behaviour have 
been presented.  The Cub section has finished their ‘Rugby’ Tournament of activities 
and enjoyed an evening of team games. The Scouts had a good time making a large 
cardboard model bi-plane – and then celebrated it by putting it on the bonfire. 
 

All thoughts turn to Christmas in earnest now as the Beavers finish off their special 
project.  What did they do with all those ice cream cartons – maybe a picture or two 
next month to let you in on the big secret! 

Some of the Group will be making a Christmas visit to Planet Ice Christmas Show in 
December.   A visit to the 2012 Gang Show in February is also planned. 

The Group has been appointed to be Host Group for the Basingstoke East Scout 
Districts St. George’s Day Parade next April which will take quite a bit of planning. 
More about that in the New Year. 

If we had more leaders we could expand our programmes so if you think you’ve got what 
it takes (enthusiasm, an active mind, the odd skill or two and the ability to encourage 
young people to achieve their full potential in this busy world) contact the Group Scout 
Leader for more information.  All leaders are required to complete a CRB clearance 
check before taking up appointment.  Training and ongoing support is provided. 

New members welcome (but be prepared to wait a bit if you want to join the Beaver 
section as it is currently full until some of the older ones move on to the Cub section). 
All sections open to both boys and girls.  Beavers (aged 5¾-8) and Cubs (aged 8-10½) 
meet on Tuesdays; Scout section (aged 10½-14) on Friday.  Contact section leaders as 
above for times.  Explorer section for those aged 14-18 – contact Group Scout Leader. 

Enquiries for bookings at Base 2000 can be made to bookings@base2000.co.uk or 
telephone Colin on 01256 410559.  Hire charges range from £3.50 per hour for the 
smaller hall on weekdays to £10/12 for large hall at weekends. The Princes’ Trust will 
shortly return to the building to start Course 14 for the 16-25 age range.. 

… want a new challenge? - come and join us!  
Charity number 267734    HQ registration number 42755 
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Cornerstone Nursery News – 
December 2011
Cornerstone Miss Muffets in Popley Way – 
01256 840300
Throughout November we have been looking at  re 
safety with the 3-5s and how to be careful around 
 reworks on Bon  re Night.  We celebrated the Hindu festival of Diwali with 

the children by making a Rangoli pattern and we had a parent come in to talk 
to the children about their culture and how they celebrate.  We had some fun 
activities on 18th November for Children in Need, all the children brought a 
bear to nursery for the day. The children and parents had a chance to buy some 
cakes which were made by the children and all the children made some Pudsey 
Bear pictures.  All the children have started to practice their Christmas songs 
for our Carol concert, and are doing really well learning them.

Cornerstone Nursery in Priestley Road – 01256 818118
We have been looking at Autumn  recently and creating interest tables for the 
children to explore. Some of our tables included a different variety of pumpkins 
and lots of creepy crawlies.
We also celebrated Halloween with a tea party, which included ghost shaped 
sandwiches, Monster Munch crisps and slimey green jelly. Many of the children 
arrived at nursery dressed in their spookiest costumes. Children took part in 
pumpkin carving and decorating whilst also exploring the textures of the insides 
of the pumpkins during sensory play.
This month s theme day was Space Day which we all thoroughly enjoyed, 
especially our pre-school children who looked at the different planets and were 
able to create their very own space ships.

Cornerstone Sunrise at Aldworth Science College – 01256 356166
Our babies have made some photo boards that the children can take on and 
off the wall to look at. The Children have made lots of things to hang from the 
ceiling for the little babies to watch move around and have made a new wall 
display about 1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught A Fish Alive.

The Main Room have been learning about the Firework Code which Penny has 
been going through with them on a daily basis. The children have been having 
wonderful texture play and have made some sparkly  rework pictures. The 
children have made lots of different types of dinosaur landscapes using wood, 
soil and materials and had great fun.

All settings currently have spaces in all age groups but spaces are limited so 
please contact the manager at your preferred setting.
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

P

A

C

PHI

All type

CALL PHI

P

IL 

F
es of c

by yo

Free E

IL ON  

PHIL

DE

CA
FLO
carpet 
our loca

2

Estimat

0771

L DE

ELL

ARP
OO
and flo

cal Popl

25 Year

L
REA

tes. R

1208

ELLA

LA

PET
ORI

looring 
pley bas

rs expe

CARPE
VINY

LAMIN
EAL WO

Reliable 

85522

-SA

A-S

 
TS
IN
g supplie
sed ca

perience

PETS 
YLS 

NATES 
OODS 

e and Co

2 / 0

AVIN

 

SAV

S &
NGS

ied & e
arpet f

e. 

 

ompetit

0125

NA C

VI

& 
S 
expertl
fitter. 

tive  

5646

CARP

NA

tly fitte
  

 

2212

PETS

A 

ted 

2 

S 

JC’s Barbers/Hairdressers
Mens from £10.00
Boys from £7.50
Ladies from £12.50

Blow Dry £15.00
Girls from £9.00
Senior Men from £5.00
Senior Ladies from £10.00

Blow Dry £12.50
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

DISCOUNT ON FAMILIES 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Home Visits  07746 700 760

jcbarbers@live.co.uk
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Dear Friends

Just trawling through some of my ‘Facebook’ friends comments the other day and the number 
of them that were quoting the words of the Christmas advert of that famous fizzy drinks 
manufacturer “holidays are comin’ holidays are comin’” just made me think how close we are 
to celebrating once again that incredible event we call Christmas – have you noticed it begins 
with Christ?

The tree is up in Festival Place and looking splendid, the shops are beginning to decorate their 
windows.  No doubt there will be school Christmas Concerts and Church Christmas Fairs and 
as the days grow shorter and it gets dark earlier and earlier the Christmas lights will begin to 
appear on houses and streets – don’t you just love it?

During the week of the 19th December the churches in Basingstoke will be celebrating Christ-
mas in a special way by wandering around Festival Place in Nativity costume inviting you to 
come and hear the greatest story once again.  On the afternoon of Thursday 22nd from 2-4pm I 
will be dressed as a shepherd and telling the Shepherd’s Story.  This is particularly challeng-
ing for me as I was traumatised as a child when playing a shepherd in my Infant School nativ-
ity I tripped over my gown and fell to the floor, an incident greeted with gales of laughter!  I 
have never got over it!! 

Of course all this is just here in our own little corner of the world and it is worth pausing to 
remember the very many people and places where 25th December will just be another day of 
surviving.  The economic woes of the world particularly impact on the poorer countries as 
they struggle to produce enough to live on and to meet their nation’s debts to the first world 
countries.  There are, too, around 23 areas of conflict and wars taking place with many losing 
their lives, being displaced and losing homes and livelihoods. We especially remember all our 
troops serving in Afghanistan.

At the start of his adult ministry Jesus visited the synagogue in his home town of Nazareth 
and said God’s Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the 
poor, Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, To set the 
burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act!” He rolled up the scroll, 
handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then 
he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.” 
And is still coming true today! 

Not so very long ago another man said “The hinge of history is to be found on the door of 
a Bethlehem stable”. It is for this reason that God sent his son to become one of us that we 
might be saved from ourselves and experience the fullest of joys as did the shepherds, the 
kings, Mary and Joseph and all the angels of heaven on that first Christ filled night.  May 
your Christmas be a blessed and joy filled- one and I hope that you will be able to join us for 
one of our Christmas celebrations. 

With every prayer
Arthur

PS: Please see our advert on page 29
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Dear Popley residents,

The "Popley Team" have been working hard to keep Popley safe. November was a busy but exciting month 
for us. There has been a recent shift with the CSPOs (Community Safety Patrolling Officers). David Mason 
has moved to the South Ham area. Dan White and Paula James-Bailey have now joined the Popley Team. 
I am sorry to see Dave leave, however I'm really happy that Dan and Paula have arrived.

On 1st November, I had an unexpected surprise when an American author and journalist, crewed up with 
me to patrol Popley! Peter Moskos is a former Police officer from Baltimore. To find out more about Peter, 
please visit his website: http://petermoskos.com/

Also in early November, I received "drug training" at Police training college. This training will allow me to 
test for class A drugs without the need to send them off for analysis.

Once again, the Popley Fields Community Centre has been broken into and cans of drink were stolen. I 
cannot believe that a community centre that gives so much to the community, is once again a target.

As you may already be aware, the Popley Team are all members of the PSNP (Popley Safer 
Neighbourhoods Panel) The panel formed in 2007 to vote on, and tackle, long term community issues. The 
PSNP have a website, a twitter site and a regular blog that I update in a timely fashion. I think it is important 
to be transparent and also provide information to the community on our work.

Please visit our website: http://psnp.zapd.net/

Please follow us on twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/PopleySNP 
you can also type, PopleySNP, into google and you should be able to find us. For those of you that don't 
know what twitter is... twitter is an easy way to share with you, anything relevant to Popley, and our work. I 
am able to post stories/links/photo's/ etc in live time. If you follow the PopleySNP on twitter, you will recieve 
all the latest information! Get involved if you can.

I hope you all have a great Christmas this year. To ensure you have the best chance, I would suggest a few 
things. If you are going out, or on holiday, try and leave some lights on in your address or perhaps use a 
timer. Ask your neighbour(s) to keep an eye on your property. Ask a friend to visit your address and open 
and close curtains to make it look like someone is staying at the address. Don't leave presents or an 
valuables on display at your address. This also applies to your vehicles. The Popley Team will be patrolling 
over the Christmas period as always. If you see us then please stop us and say hello. 

I have noticed a lot of graffiti in Popley East lately. There is a regular theme, and the tag that looks like a 
stylised dinosaur. I would be interested to find out who is responsible. Get in touch if you know the artist! 
call 101

In other news: I have been invited to the Melrose Hall Christmas party this year. I look forward to good 
food, great company and ridiculous hats!

If you would like any information on our work, or you would be interested in joining the PSNP then please 
get in contact with me direct: daniel.carter.20686@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

The PSNP wish you all a safe and happy Xmas
 Graffiti in Popley East. 

PC 20686 Dan Carter

(Meet The Team)



Page 23

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models
Cars & light Commercials

Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers

Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery & collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly & personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00pm-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT

Telephone orders welcome
Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 

Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 
Some of our food may contain ingredients

 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize
Menu’s Available

http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with  

 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
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Marnel and Merton Community Group
Marnel and Merton Community Group held their 
fi rst family Halloween party on Saturday 22nd 
October at the Chute Pavilion in Sherborne St 
John.  Members of the steering group dropped 
fl iers for the event to all homes in Marnel Park 
and Merton Rise so everyone was invited.  
After putting in much hard work by volunteers 
the hall was decorated with hundreds of black 
and orange balloons, scary coffi n lids, grave 

stones and lots of 
other spooky things and looked amazing!  We have affi liated 
to Basingstoke Community Transport and they laid on a mini 
bus to transport people to the event from the Orchard Grove 
end of the estate to Chute Pavilion.  We were really thrilled to 
see the fi rst minibus arrive with 16 people all in fancy dress!!  

We had an amazing response to the party and on the night 
about 100 people, most of whom were in brilliant spooky 
fancy dress,  came along to join in the fun.  We had a brilliant 
disco, provided by Dayz Disco (call Tom on 07795 467467), 
a bar from Southern Bar Services (thank you Peter) a hog 
roast as well.  We had lots of games for the kids including 
apple bobbing and games where the children put their hands 
in a box and tried to work out what was inside - that was a 

little scary!!

We had a brilliant night and we measure that by the number 
of people came along but also by those who asked us whether 
we were doing anything at Christmas!  We are not doing 
anything for Christmas however we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for their support this year 
including Carole Ruse and Stephen Bate from Basingstoke 
and Deane Community Development Team and also Jane 
Frankum for her support and encouragement throughout what 
has been a very diffi cult year for her.

Here's wishing you all a Merry Christmas and very happy and 
healthy 2012.
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Diaries from the Old Codger
Actually this is not from OC but “Her Indoors”, the Old 
Codger  at time of writing is starting his fourth week in 
hospital, one of which was on High Dependency Unit. We 
as a family have gone through a tough few weeks and, as OC 
often writes about, it is our family that have helped us both 
through this diffi cult time. Either directly or indirectly but it 
is those strong family ties which always come to the fore in times of need. 
Our next hurdle is to get the OC back to strength again. He has lost a stone 
in weight, much needed I might add, and is wobbly on his pins. The physio 
and Occupational Therapists are working hard with us to achieve this. We are 
hoping that the wheelchair assessment will happen very soon as be needs to get 
a much better-suited chair.  Over the last 16 years we have adapted our home to 
suit OC’s need so the additional aids will not be major but should help to make 
life a little easier for him and those that have to care for him.
Week four and still in hospital and although he was improving, his seizures 
have started again. The “good” news is that his brain scan does not show any 
cause for concern and there is no evidence of a bleed. The bad news is they 
cannot get the seizures fully controlled.  His medication is being reviewed and 
OC still has the fi ghting spirit and humour we all know and love
I am sure the OC will have a lot more to say in the next edition and, if I may, 

I would like to add to this, my thanks for all the staff 
in ED, E1, HDU, E4. and the  various departments 
involved. The care and attention OC has received has 
been excellent on all levels

Her Indoors
Stop Press Codge Home

Come and see us at Marnel Lodge Care Home,
Carter Drive on Tuesday 13th December between

2 and 4pm for Mince Pies, Tea & Coffee.

All Welcome
Tel : 01256 471250
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

 

 

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN
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Phillips’ Legal Corner
Do I need a lawyer?

Not always is the answer having said that, if you have a problem that involves the law then it really is
best to speak to a solicitor. There are many ways to resolve legal problems and most of those thankfully
don’t involve going to court.

The benefit to you of seeing a solicitor early is that they will be able to advise you on your options, what
the consequences of inaction are, and of any deadlines that you must meet. You won’t be under any
obligation to use their help further, following your initial meeting, but at least you’ll know where you
stand.

Many people feel that the prospect of consulting a lawyer is daunting the legal system is confusing,
complex and changing. So before you take the plunge, take a close look at your problem and work out
which area of law you think you need. This may be obvious in the case of a divorce, a property
transaction, a Will or a business matter (you will need a family lawyer, a property lawyer, a Wills and
Probate lawyer or a commercial lawyer).

If you’re not sure you could take advantage of advice centres such as Citizens Advice which will help you
free of charge. These services will often advise you to consult a lawyer, but they can be a useful starting
point to steer you in the right direction. Don’t forget you may have rights and duties that you are
unaware of, and a solicitor may be able to help you with these.

Always bear in mind that it can be more expensive not to instruct a lawyer than to instruct one and have
the correct advice. For example, buying a DIY ‘will writing kit’ could seem a cheap option but may not
be suitable for you if you have remarried or have complicated financial circumstances and might leave
your family in a mess.

Remember that solicitors are strictly regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, and have a
professional duty to advise you of your options, including likely costs and the risks involved with any
course of action. After that the decision on what to do is yours.

Our team of expert solicitors would like to wish readers a very Happy Christmas.
Call us at Phillips Solicitors on 01256 460830. Visit www.phillips law.co.uk
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We have had a brilliant year and look forward to 2012! Please call GSL Martin 
Lee on 07854860895 if you would like to join the adventure! Merry Christmas 
and a happy new year! 

         
Boys & Girls 6-8           Boys & Girls 8-10 ½            Boys & Girls 10 ½ -15

    Tuesday 5pm-6.00pm          6.00pm-7.30pm                        7.30pm-9.00pm 
(All meetings held at St Gabriel Church Hall, Tewksbury Close during term times) 

Facebook: facebook.com/1stpopley www.1stpopley.orgfree.com 
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Christmas at St 
Gabriel’s

We warmly invite you to join us to celebrate CHRISTmas! St Gabriel’s is your 
parish church in Tewkesbury Close, off Popley Way.

Christingle for all the family
Sunday 11th Dec at 4pm and again at 5 pm

Carols by Candlelight
a service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 18th December at 6 p.m.

Christmas Eve Crib Service
At 4pm.  Please come in costume

Midnight Communion
Christmas Eve at 11.30 p.m.

Christmas Celebrations
A Service for all the Family

Christmas Day at 10.00 a.m.

Please contact the church office on 324734 for further 
details or information on these or any of our services.
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Avoid being caught up in a loan scam 

The Office of Fair Trading (OFT) is warning people to watch out for 
companies offering to lend you money who ask for fees in advance. This often 
turns out to be a scam. You pay the fees  and you never get the loan. 
Look out especially for companies which call you out of the blue, don't ask 
about your credit history and ask you to send them upfront fees by money 
transfer.
The OFT has the following tips to help you stay out of trouble: 

never send money up-front before you get the loan
never send upfront fees to a loan company by money transfer

           don't get taken in by adverts offering a guaranteed loan
check out the loan company's details – ask for their landline number 
and full address to be sent to you in writing
check that the loan company has a licence to give loans. This is 
known as a credit licence – you can look it up on the government's 
Consumer Credit Register at: 
www.oft.gov.uk/ConsumerCreditRegister. Don't go with a company 
which doesn't have a licence  
don't give out your credit card details 'for security reasons' as they 
might use this to take money from your account without you knowing. 

.
If you've been approached about or tricked by a loan scam, you should report 
it to Consumer Direct on 08454 040506.

Need further information or Help? 

Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau, (located within Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre) can help you with queries you have on budgeting, benefits and debt, 
relationships, immigration, employment issues, and consumer rights. We 
operate a drop-in service 10am-3.30pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday) 
and Saturday mornings 10am-12pm. 
The Advice Line telephone number is 0844 245 1283.
Or you can drop in to our outreach services at these times: 
CAB Outreach Popley – one Tuesday morning per month 10am-1pm at the 
Bermuda Practice, Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road, 
Popley
CAB Outreach Buckskin – one Monday morning per month 10am-1pm at The 
Ridgeway Centre, off Buckskin Lane 
CAB Outreach South Ham – one Wednesday morning per month 10am-1pm 
at Westside Community Centre, Paddock Road. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk 
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442
We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 8.30am - 3.00pm Also 
available- Breakfast and Lunch clubs (for further details contact Elaine on 363156)
Monday evening -  C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick Boxing from 6:30- 8.00pm
Tuesday evening -  Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm.  
   Finish around  9.45pm (light refreshments available  halftime)
Wednesday evening -  C.M.A  Kick Boxing from  7.00-8.30pm
Thursday evening-  Street Dance and ballet classes for two and a half years to adult.  
   4.30-6.30pm Please contact Samantha Pike on 07811299484   
   School term time.
Friday evening-  Friday Club  (children) 5.00-6.30pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc. at very reasonable rates.
For details ring 01256-363156.

 The table top we were holding on the 3rd December 2011 has had to be cancelled and 
will now be held on the 21st January 2012 11am-2.00pm.
 I would like to thank everyone who came to the prize bingo on the 11th November. 
Once again a fantastic night. Great success. Thanks to everyone who helped.

See you all again at the next one, date will be in the next issue.
On behalf of every one at the Bermuda Community Association

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.

Marnel Infant School
 We are pleased to welcome our new families to school and are happy to say that all 
the new children have settled well into school life. We recently celebrated Harvest Festival 
and the generous collection of food was donated to the ‘Basingstoke Besom  charity, who 
distribute all the donations to families living in need. A big thank you to all who sent in 
donations.
 Year R children spent the  rst half term learning lots of songs and rhymes as part 
of their ‘Move and Groove  project and performed a small selection for their parents in the 
hall. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to see how well the children had settled into school.
 In Year 1 the children had a very exciting outcome to their project ‘Whose Suitcase?  
In class the children were able to plan and pack a suitcase for their bear and then take 
their bear on a camping trip! The children spent the day camping on the school  eld, enjoying 
outdoor challenges, singing around the camp  re and eating delicious hot dogs. The staff 
put up many tents for the children who really enjoyed the outdoor experience. We are sure 
they will want to go camping again!
 Year 2 have been learning about outer space and had a stimulating visit from the 
mobile planetarium. They were all able to enjoy a ‘Moon Party  with their parents during which 
they wrote postcards from the moon, tried alien jelly and space food and even shopped for 
space souvenirs. We have been really pleased with the parental attendance at our project 
outcomes so thank you for your support and interest. We look forward to welcoming you to 
our outcomes in the coming year.

Mrs B. Cole Head Teacher



Page 32

No man is an island
Residents of Sentinel Housing Associations new Popley Islands 
development looked on as an “optical puzzle” art feature called 
Parallax was erected in pride of place in November.

Local people were part of the whole design process, from helping to 
shortlist and interview the artists, to meeting them, hearing about their 
ideas and making the fi nal decision about awarding the commission.

Last  year as part of this project, Popley schoolchildren got a chance 
to have a go at the traditional art of blacksmithing. Sentinel Housing 
Association’s commissioned artists – Anwick Forge –  set up a mobile 
forge at Marnel Junior school where pupils got some hands on 
experience working with metal.

The sculpture, forged in steel, is based 
on the quotation “No man is an island…”, 
and now forms part of the newly created 
area of open space in the centre of 
the new development. We hope this 
sculpture will be a focal point for the 
community for many years to come. 

The £40m regeneration of the area 
began in January 2010 with the fi rst keys 
handed over to new residents just a year 
later. The new community is expected to 
be fully established by March 2012.

Merry Christmas and  a peaceful New 
Year to you and your families. 
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
 At the October Meeting PCSO (Police Community Support Offi cer) Ben Howard, who 
will be working the Tadley Beat, reported that, following break-ins, a new burglar alarm has 
been fi tted at the Dancers Meadow’s garages. He also advised there had been a theft of building 
material from a house in Spring Close. A discussion regarding Speedwatch, a facility to enable 
communities to monitor traffi c and report speeding motorists to the police, concluded that as 
local volunteers are required it may be diffi cult to set up in the village. 

 Following the letter from BDBC to all parish residents regarding the future make up of 
the parish wards and boundaries, two BDBC Governance Review roadshows were arranged at 
Everest Community Academy and The Chute Pavilion. Apart from Paula Chatterton of BDBC 
and two parish councillors, there were no attendees at the ECA meeting. Approximately a dozen 
residents and some councillors attended the Chute presentation. Ms Chatterton advised that 
following evidence received she will be recommending to BDBC that the parish of Sherborne 
St John be split from Popley Fields ward. Residents of Popley Fields will now receive a further 
letter summarising their options; to form a parish, or to become part of Basingstoke town.

 Despite numerous written representations by parish residents and speeches by our 
councillors at BDBC offi ces, development approval has been granted for BAS104, the land
north of Marnel Park. To avoid a future ‘Governance’ problem the PC is requesting that the 
BAS104 land is transferred from SSJ Ward to the Popley Fields ward.

 In view of the considerable pressure for more development south of the village, Cllr 
Golding (BDBC) has offered to meet with both Cllr Leek and Julian Crawley with regard to the 
release of development sites in and around Sherborne St. John. Cllr Leek reported that David 
Wilson Homes have registered a scoping request for the land on the old Park Prewett golf course 
and additionally he advised that HCC has a potential buyer for the Merton Rise site.

 The tenders for the installation of solar panels on the Chute Pavilion were discussed and 
it was agreed that Cllr Abrahams would chair a small sub-committee to review the specifi cation 
and confi rm the preferred bidder. At the time of writing the project is on hold awaiting an imminent 
government announcement which may effect the rate of feed-in tariffs and the fi nancial viability 
of the project.

 The PC has received an independent report on the poor state of the Chute tennis courts.
The Council agreed to support the proposal to complete long-term remedial repairs to the courts 
and make available a sum of £6,000 from current and future reserves, which together with SSJ 
Tennis Club funds and receipt of grant funding would allow the project to proceed.

 And fi nally, I am sad to report that after seven years Clover Morgan is to stand down 
as our Parish Clerk. On behalf of the Council I should like to thank Clover for her helpfulness 
and dedication during this time. We have all enjoyed working with her. If you are interested, or 
know of someone who may be interested in this position (a paid, part-time roll) – please respond 
to the advertisement within this copy of the Villager magazine. 

Chris Cooke – Vice Chairman and Treasurer, SSJ Parish Council.
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‘’While satisfi ed with my own performance, the real credit lies elsewhere as this 
could not have happened without the tireless help of a great many people. First 
of all, Cllr Jane Frankum, for helping us source the funding to get our coaches 
FA qualifi ed in all age groups, then Andy Williams (U7s), Alec Matthews (U8s), 
Russell Graves (U10s), Danny Oates (U11s), Paul O’Shea (U12s), Dave Wright 
(U13s) and Chris Gordon (U15s) who gave up yet more of their time to go on 
the FA courses at QMC. 
‘’But most of all this could not have been achieved without the infl uence and 
support of Lee Austen (U9s), who founded this Club and yet has selfl essly, and 
for the good of the Club, taken a step back and handed me the opportunity to 
drive the Club even further forward.’’ 
On his new role as Chairman, Davies added: ‘’I am very touched by the faith 
Lee has shown in me by offering me this role. I will serve this fantastic Club, 
its players, coaches and parents to the best of my abilities and endeavour to take 

it to new heights.’’
‘’I brought my son to MFC Popley Youth because it is a great Club with an awesome reputation. The sheer will to win 
among the kids in Popley is legendary and has been for many years.
‘’But at this Club Lee also promotes playing the game ‘the right way’ and the focus is as much on technical excellence 
as it is on exhibiting the hunger, passion and desire to win every 50/50 challenge.
‘’This Club has already produced some outstanding players, notably D’Andre Brown, who we are proud to say is now 
at Reading FC Academy, and we are committed to giving each and every player at the Club the chance to be the very 
best they can be, not only as footballers but also as people, meeting new friends, expanding their social circles, and 
broadening their horizons. 
‘’Gaining FA Charter Standard status gains us access to additional coaching support from the FA and the chance to take 
the kids on trips to Wembley to see international games. It also helps us conduct our Club the way all football clubs 
should be conducted. 
‘’We have an FA-approved Club Constitution, an FA-approved Code Of Conduct for Managers, Coaches and volunteer 
helpers, an FA-approved Code Of Conduct for the players and an FA-approved Code Of Conduct for parents and 
spectators, all of who will need to sign and adhere to these going forwards for the good of the Club and of football 
generally.
‘’We also have a separate new and thriving Men’s team - which Club youth players will be welcome to trial with once 
they end their youth football careers - and we have exciting (and very ambitious) plans for that Men’s team going 
forwards.’’
The Club currently has ten youth teams, two at U7s, one at U8s, two at U9s, one at U10s, one at U11s, one at U12s, 
one at U13s, and one at U15s but, going forwards, Davies wants to fi ll the vacant age slots and develop the Mini Soccer 
(U7s-U10s) age groups to two teams each. He would also like to see Girls teams at the Club too.
Davies said: ’We want more players and more coaches. So if you are a Year Three (U8s), a Year Five (U10s), or a Year 
Nine (U14s) and rate yourself as a football player, we want to hear from you. Similarly, if you are an FA-qualifi ed 
coach and fully CRB checked and want to get involved in volunteer work as a youth football coach, feel free to get in 
touch and we will sit down and have a chat with you.’’ (Contact details - Mobile: 07884 185 693, email: ian_davies_@
live.co.uk)
Meanwhile, out on the pitch, the existing teams have been representing the Club with credit.
Manager Andy Williams’s U7s continue to go from strength to strength and they recently went to Water End to face 
Basingstoke Town Colts. They drew the fi rst game 1-1, taking the lead through a Kai Saunders goal. They won the 
second game 7-0, in which a very strong fi rst half performance saw Afl ie Mosdell and Daniel Ballard score three goals 
each giving MFC a 6-0 half time lead. And in the second half a well-taken goal from Koby Collingwood rounded the 
game off nicely. In the third game they wo 5-0, goals coming from Luke Davies 2, Kai Saunders and a fi rst MFC Popley 
goal for Archie Oliver. And they won the fourth game 2-0, with goals from Daniel Ballard and Alfi e Mosdell.  
Alec Matthews’s U8s continue to make progress while, at U9s, Lee Austen’s team are, at time of writing, second in 
the league table after winning 4-0 at home to Basingstoke Town Colts then winning 5-0 on the road at Barton Rovers 
Rebels.
Russell Graves’s U10s have also been in great form, winning their most recent game 5-0 at home to Chineham Tigers.
Danny Oates’s U11s are showing signs of a return to form while, at U12s, Paul O’Shea’s lads hit form with a vengeance 
with a 12-2 home win over Chineham Tigers.
At U13s, Dave Wright’s boys recently notched a creditable 2-2 draw at Westwood Wanderers while at U15s, Danny 
Oates’s boys went fourth in the table after a 4-3 home win over Sherborne St John.
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ASPIRE TO  
A NEW HOME  
THIS CHRISTMAS

Making home ownership a reality

*Based on purchasing a 40% share in a one bedroom apartment valued at £44,000 and paying a subsidised rent on the remaining 60% 
share. Price shown refers to 5% mortgage deposit needed. Eligibility conditions apply. Applicants will be means tested to determine 
affordability and share to purchase. Prices shown are correct at time of print but subject to change, please call us for further 
information. **Based on a one bedroom apartment.

SHARED OWNERSHIP 
FROM £2,200 DEPOSIT* 
OR RENT FROM £440 
PER MONTH** 

ASPIREPLACE RG24
A selection of new, contemporary, 
affordable 1&2 bedroom apartments 
to choose from in Basingstoke

Call us for an application pack quoting ‘Aspire Place’: 

01256 33 88 00
Take a virtual tour of the brand new apartments:  

www.aspireplace.co.uk
Follow us on  Twitter: @HomeScoper
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Beckie’s Column
Hello again! How is everyone? It’s only weeks until Christmas now; I’m 
starting to get really excited! 
 October half term holidays went really quick. We went to Chessington 
World of Adventures. It was great fun, although, we did get stuck on the 
Vampire Ride! It broke down and we stopped just before the loading bay and 
had to wait for someone to come and let us out manually, which seemed to take 
forever because we were right at the back! Just glad that we were not hanging in 
the middle of nowhere. We had a good laugh on Dragon’s Fury too. No matter 
where we sat, it was guaranteed to swing around so we were always going 
backwards! Halloween was a good time to go because they stayed open late and 
you got to go on the rides in the dark.
 While I am writing this we are planning for our Children in Need fund 
raising events at school. We will use the hall to raise some more money for the 
charity. This time, Evie and Isra have came up with “I’m a Teacher get me out 
of here!” Where some teachers will have to do a couple of trials. It was really 
hard to choose which trials to do; we had so many good ideas! 
 Next time you’ll be reading Popley Matters, Christmas will have passed 
and it will be 2012! This year has gone so fast; it’s like a blur. So, enjoy your 
holidays, the snow (if it snows) and the New Year!

Talk to you soon
Beckie

Over 55s Forum
 The Basingstoke & Deane "Young at Heart" Over 55s Forum last meeting of the 
year will be on 7th December 2011, which will include our AGM, guest speakers Jane 
Hogg (Project Director) BNHNHSFT talking about the acquisition of the Winchester/
Eastleigh & Andover hospitals. and Jane Gulliver (Hampshire Trading Standards- Cold 
Calling and Scams. At 12.20pm with have the Barfi eld Handbell Ringers performing 
for 20 minutes or so. 10.00am start- fi nish 1pm. Members interested in joining are 
welcome to attend.
A new list of trips as been drawn up for 2012 and they include Viewing of the Olympic 
venues with a chicken lunch included. 2 trips 5th & 9th March'12; The Big Pit (coal 
mine museum. (South Wales); 25th March; day trip to London and fi nishing off the day 
with a tour of the Royal Albert Hall and possibly a cream tea; and many more. A full 
list of trips can be obtained from myself.

Gerry Merritt 412119 Email: gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com



Quality,
  Flexible,
   Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child 
care

Mature experienced staff
A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on 

Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or 
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3

17 Hours per week totally free
15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

ONLY £3 for each hour after that
 * During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot 
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call 01256 81 81 18 – we’re just 
around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)
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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,

BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services

International Calling Cards

If you don t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.
Come into the store and see our many special offers


