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Message from the Editor:-September, and autumn 
approaches, a new school year begins, and I bet there will be Christmas 
items in the shops before the end of the month! I promised myself to 
have at least a mini holiday as it would be the fi rst in 17 years but again 
it didn’t happen. Popley had a visitor from Russia and Natasha has 
written her impressions of England, our culture and people on page 3. 
I hope to meet Natasha when she next returns to Popley. We went to 
lots of Summer fetes including a Strawberry Fair, open days and a Hog 
Roast in Chineham Park run by the residents of Shakespeare Community 
Residents Association, read about it on page 7. On pages 10 and 12 you 

can read about Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel and the report from PC Dan Carter on 
parking. This is a problem across all parts of the estate, and if David Wilson Homes get a 
further 200 properties on Kiln Farm Fields passed on 19th September they have admitted they 
would take away parking spaces from Jersey and Guernsey Close. They need to be convinced 
that the huge majority of residents feel this is total madness and is just one of the many 
reasons why the application should be refused. Read more about it on the opposite page. Lots 
of work over the last 4 years has been going into improving access for residents in Popley 
Islands and you can read where we are up to on page 19. On page 28 we say a goodbye to 
Beckie who has written her column for two years. Good luck Beckie at college and maybe you 
will write to us occasionally to let us know your impressions of college 
and how you are doing with your studies.
We are still looking for a community minded resident that would take 
on the duties of treasurer though, like the rest of our brilliant volunteers, 
it would be unpaid but we would supply stationery and stamps. We also 
need some more deliverers. 
If  you want to write to us or help then contact us at, editor@
popleymatters.org.uk or write to Popley Matters 405 Abbey Road, 
Popley, Basingstoke, RG24 9EL or phone me Jane Frankum on 819924.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Iris King; Treasurer Patricia Gentry; 
Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Linda Austen; Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Amanda Bellamy; Sheila Brandes; George Cousins; Elaine Dennis; Ginny Finn; 
Tony Frankum; Kyle and Stuart Humphries; Peter Johnson; Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr;  Iris King; Simon Leadbetter;
Ann Marke; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Vera Mitchell; Janet Payne; Michael Portlock; Kath Smith; Kulvnder Singh; Christine Taylor;
Nigel Taylor; Keith Theobald; Viv Washbourne; Carole Whetton; Dean Wilson;Janet Ward; Neil Keenan; Clare Martin and Steve Buckley
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KILN FARM FIELDS UPDATE
 September 19th 6-30pm at the Civic Offi ces is the time and date for the David 
Wilson Homes (DWH) planning application for 200 dwellings in the Kiln Farm Fields. The 
question on most peoples lips is if the full outline application was rejected unanimously 
by the Development Control Committee on 17th July why is this part of the plan still going 
ahead? That is a good question and it has baffl ed us all, but there is nothing stopping 
DWH from submitting the plans and they will have to be heard. There were 276 bullet 
points of objections and the vast majority apply again in this application, plus a few 
more.
 We need the scores of residents who came to the meeting to come to the 
September meeting too, We clearly need to show the developer that we as a community 
are objecting alongside Sherborne St John Parish Council, that this is a wrong application 
at the wrong time. There is outline planning permission for around 1,000 more homes 
in Popley still to be built and our schools and doctors can’t cope with the needs of the 
population in Popley already. There is no provision in this phase of the application for 
the 200 dwellings for ANY amenities like a school, doctors or community facilities. The 
roads are already too busy and that’s without the 1,000 already to come.
The area they want to build over is agricultural land that has had crops in it for as many 
years as I can remember and I have lived here in Popley for 42 years. Technically it is 
in the parish of Sherborne St John and therefore open countryside but we all know the 
impact of an increase of 200 more dwellings will affect us in Popley.
Residents in Marnel Park told us it was shameful that they had been assured that there 
were no plans to build on the fi elds. Many told us they would not have bought their 
homes if they had known this was not so. 
 The track around the fi eld has hosted a sponsored bike ride for the Boys 
Brigade and dog walkers take their strolls there, pre-schools and school children have 
enjoyed the open countryside and learnt about the seasons. The great crested newt is 
a protected species and would be completely surrounded by buildings and roads. 
 There are other sites available in the borough of Basingstoke and Deane so 
why are we expected to cram  even more in the North of the borough? The proposal 
to build on the allotments in Oakridge is another example of developers greed to build 
for profi t no matter what impact on the local communities.
 Please come along and support your fellow residents and your Labour 
Councillors on 19th September, 6-30pm at the Council Civic Offi ces.

Jane Frankum Basingstoke North Labour County Councillor and Popley West Borough 
cllr.jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk 01256 819924

David Potter Popley East Labour Borough Councillor
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk 07941507801

Viv Washbourne Popley East Labour Borough Councillor
cllr.viv.washbourne@basingstoke.gov.uk 07900890088
Paul Frankum Popley West Labour Borough Councillor

cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk 01256 819924
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

M N Steeden
Plumbing and Heating

Popley based
 

• Over 25 years experience
• Gas Safe registered
• NO call out charge
• Boiler installations/repairs
• Full bathroom installations & 
tiling
• General plumbing
• Landlord certificates

 01256 463423
 07817698723 211985

Essex Road Business Centre, Basingstoke 
www.horizonsatellites.co.uk

6001256 8125 8418256 84186001256 80 40 86001256 841860
PLEASE CALL FOR HELPFUL ADVICE

HORIZ N
AERIALS & SATELLITES 

A Family Run Business Proudly Serving 
the local Community For Over 24 Years

 Digital TV Aerial Installation 
 Meridian Local News Available
 Tuning, Alignment & Setup
 SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT
 Extra TV, Radio, Sky Points  
 FREESAT HD   European TV 
 Plasma & LCD Wall Installation  
 sky   sky+   sky+ HD

Part of

A LOW COST HANDYPERSON SERVICE
FOR ANYONE OVER 60 OR DISABLED

Mainly for small jobs taking up to 2 hours.
Labour costs £12.00 per hour (plus VAT)
but further discounts available if you
receive a means-tested benefit. This
service is provided by In Touch and is
supported by Hampshire County
Council. Labour costs £20.00 per hour
(plus VAT) for anyone not qualifying for
lower rates.

Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical • Safety
Homecheck • Keysafe Security

Please call to make an appointment on
(local rate charges apply)

0845 459 5036
supported by
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Natasha’s Impressions of England
Introduction by Terry Jones:

 Natasha is 23 years old and teaches English at a university in Minsk. I’ve known her for nearly 
four years, from when she was a student at the prestigious Linguistic University in Minsk. When, during 
my visit to Minsk last spring, she asked if she could come and stay with me, I was delighted to give her 
the chance to see England with me.
 Despite the vast differences in our ages, we get on very well with each other. Due to her English 
being excellent I would take her places and then leave her to explore on her own, when she would ask 
people if she needed any information.

My Impressions of England, Basingstoke and Abbey Road:
by Natasha Suruntovich from Orsha, Belarus

 I’ve been to England before, as a child, but couldn’t form a conscious opinion of the country and 
the people.
 However, as an adult I’ve had a wonderful opportunity to achieve one of my dreams; to visit 
this country again and to see the way of life of British people in reality compared with the information I 
learned about as a student of English.
 From my previous experience as a child, I found English people friendly, hospitable and polite. 
 This time I started to admire their warmth, generosity, patience and extreme politeness to each 
other.
 Being given a pleasant smile and a courteous explanation by the people in the streets gave me a 
feeling of joy, comfort and self content.
 I even didn’t mind getting lost as I felt 100% confi dent that  I would fi nd a way out relying 
on the kind assistance of the people around me; this applies to Basingstoke town centre, Abbey Road, 
Oxford, Whitchurch Silk Mill, Windsor Castle, London, Basing House, Vyne House, Silchester, Bath, 
Salisbury, Old Sarum and Winchester.
 I fi nd the atmosphere in English surroundings the most relaxing, stress free, exciting - exactly
how you want it to enjoy yourself at all times.
 I admire the preservation of the national heritage, culture and traditions, which is feature of 
English people, in such places as Bath, Salisbury and Winchester, which gave me the feeling of being in 
a fairy tale.
 I believe in reincarnation and I’m convinced that in my next life I will join the English society, 
customs and traditions I appreciate greatly.
 Despite only spending two weeks in England 
,I feel absolutely at ease both in the country and the 
community and it seems to me I’ve been living here for 
many years.
 From my studies I’m aware of the hardships 
the British people have come through.  Nevertheless, I 
suppose they must be quite appreciative of the policies 
of successive governments that, in my opinion, have 
shaped the people as very well bred, well mannered, 
kind and very helpful to one another.
 In conclusion, I’d like to say I’ve 
experienced endless pleasure visiting this country and 
communicating with the people Terry introduced me 
to. Natasha Suruntovich, 29th July 2012.

Natasha and the ‘Feds on Peds’!
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Popley West: The meeting that 
David Wilson Homes (DWH) and the 
police were invited to was to try to 
progress the adoption of Marnel Park 
so that a solution on the long awaited 
tra   c issues, lighting etc. can start to 
be looked at. Unfortunately the DWH 
rep had a problem with his car and 
no one from DWH turned up. The 
meeting then changed to solely looking 
at parking problems. Five years ago we 
were promised that as soon as the area is 
adopted, a plan to manage the problems 
would start! The measures include yellow 
lines, be  er lighting in the car parking 
areas and be  er marking of spaces. It is 
frustrating that this is dragging on for so 
long. Another meeting is being arranged.
We had a few phone calls about the smell 
that was all over Popley. We found out 
it was from the Manydown Farm area 
and they were doing their annual “muck 
spreading”. It reminded me that we are 
on the edge of the beautiful countryside 
in Hampshire and though this one day 
was not pleasant it is preferable to having 
hundreds more houses squashing us in!
Jane Frankum 01256 819924

Popley East: The North Popley 
Accessibility Improvements programme is 
currently underway. With the third phase 
hopefully due to start in autumn 2012. 
It will provide improvements to the footways 
and cycle ways in Popley East and is 
currently undergoing detailed design. Plans 
will include gateway features to provide 
a boundary and alert drivers to reduce 
their speed as they enter into the Popley 
Community. 
On 19th September David Wilson Homes 
will be putting their detailed full planning 
application to build 200 new dwellings on 
Kiln Farm before the Development Control 
committee.  Although a victory was won in 
July with the outline planning application 
being rejected, the battle continues. Please 
join fellow residents and your Labour 
Councillors on 19th September 6.30pm 
at the Council Civic Offi ces, to show the 
strength of feeling against this development. 
Parking continues to be a problem in 
Popley East, and one that there never 
seems to be an easy solution for. David 
and I have pledged to continue to push for 
improvements at every opportunity, and we 
will continue to keep you informed through 
our leafl ets and Popley Matters. 
Cllr David Potter tel.07941507801.
Cllr Viv Washbourne  tel.07900890088

Councillors Page:  This month we have been walking around the ward in the sunshine 
and have noted quite a few more walls badly damaged, the worst  one in the garage area of 
Glastonbury Close. The broken parts of the wall were removed and we did a site visit with 
a Sentinel surveyor and again suggested it be replaced with railings. There were some very 
overgrown hedges in Fountains Close that were cutting right across the pathways and these 
were trimmed back, and the litter removed. We also pointed out the parking area in Tintern 
Close that the concrete has broken and is so loose it moves. Some of the hedges in Selby Walk 
are growing across the path and those that are the responsibility of the council have been cut. 
Some walls in Abbey Road have been repaired or replaced with railings. If you have any issues 
you can contact us by phone or email.
The Popley East and West Councillors met with the Hampshire County Council of  cer that is 
working on the access improvements for Popley Islands pathways that should start soon this 
year. They were held up to divert some water pipes to reduce the  ooding risk in Bermuda 
Close. More details as to timescales will follow in next month’s issue. Jane 01256 819924



Page 5

Need to hire a hall

Oakridge West
Community Centre

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available

Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated

Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount 

(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315



Page 6

 

“While waiting for my hip replacement I was becoming 
more and more restricted in what I could do. The pain and 
discomfort that I was suffering meant that a day out was 
not an option. With my surgery arranged for February 2011 
I booked a short break with my wife and 6 year old 
daughter in May 2011. Then my surgery was delayed until 
June! I thought that I would have to cancel the holiday. 
Instead I hired a travel scooter from Shopmobility 
Basingstoke. This not only enabled me to 
go on holiday but to enjoy the holiday, 
going on days out, walks along the sea 
front and even a nature ramble. This 
was quality family time which I had been 
missing out on”  Mr B from Basingstoke. 
 
Shopmobility has a wide range of mobility scooters for hire 
together with both powered and manual wheelchairs. 
These can be used in the town centre, on days out, 
holidays, medical appointments etc. Situated in Church 
Street they are open Monday to Saturday with pre-booked 
equipment also available on Sundays. The service is 
available to all, young and old alike whether the disability 
be temporary or otherwise. Full training is given. 
 
Telephone 01256 476066 or call in for more information. 

Shopmobility,  
more than just shopping!

Could Shopmobility help 
you or someone you know? 
 

Read the case history below and 
see if it reminds you of anyone. 
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Olympic Celebration at Chineham Park.
Thank you to all the people that supported us on 18th August. The day was 
bright and sunny, and the paddling pool was full of happy kids. The smell from 
the Hog Roast wafting across the park was lovely, and it tasted even better. Our 
cake stall sold out completely as did the frozen lollies.

Anyone interested in joining us to help organise future events would be very 
welcome. We need as many volunteers as we can get to continue holding these 
events. We are soon to be making plans for a special Christmas celebration. 
Please contact Julie Johnson at jjohn957@aol.com or 816101 if you are 
interested.

ARE YOU CURRENTLY GOING THROUGH DIVORCE OR SEPARATED? 

DIVORCE RECOVERY WORKSHOP can help …… DRW is a six session course 
which helps divorced or separated people to come to terms with a relationship that has 
irretrievably broken down.

It is run and facilitated, not by professionals but by those of us who have experienced the 
breakdown of a marriage or relationship and who have benefited from the support both 
during and following the workshop. 

The workshop can enable people to have a better understanding of what they are going 
through, provide them with support from others in the same situation and assist in the 
process of adjustment in their lives. We offer a secure environment for discussion and 
understanding of feelings. A new circle of friends is often made during the workshop and 
afterwards in the social events. 
The DRW is a registered non profit making organization, registration number 1041178

The Workshops run twice a year, generally April and October. We run in various 
locations in the south. 
Our next Workshop will start on 27th September 2012 in Basingstoke. 

For further information telephone:- MARY    01256 334022
Or visit our website www.drw.org.uk 
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Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered 

Gas Safe Registration – 505755                        

North Hampshire 
Services

Gas, Plumbing, Electrical 
   

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury, 
Andover and the surrounding areas 

Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment 
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a 

replacement or new installation 

01256 474434
0118 948 7033 

 Natural Gas & LPG 
 Installation & Boiler Replacement 
 Breakdown / Service 
 Landlords Safety Certificates 
 Power Flushing 
 Central Heating & Radiators 
 Hot Water Cylinder Replacements 

Esttablished 1961
SpenceSpencer & Peyton LtdPeyton Ltd
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PSNP
Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Visit our community website:

psnp.zapd.net
Daily updates from PC Dan Carter!

2012

Contact us:
PSNP Chairman: PC Dan Carter tel:101

Email: daniel.carter.20686@hampshire.pnn.police.uk



Page 11

Only£20

IPS hair 
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£25
Cut & Blow Dry 

 

Established 1985 

PParlez-vous fran ais? 
  Non? 

You might say, “non” 
but how about giving 
your child the 
opportunity you never 
had? 

Linguatastic’s French 
language playgroup 
offers: 
• a warm and caring 

environment
• experienced and 

qualified staff
• learning in a natural 

wayy
It meets twice a week and accepts 
children from 1.5 years 
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PSNP
The Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel: Keeping Popley safe since 2007

Marnel Park Parking Issues (Beat Blog 11)
Since Marnel Park was built there have been parking issues. There are 1.5. car spaces, per 
address, with many residents owning 2 or more cars. Unfortunately this means that there will 
be residents forced to park on the streets… Except, the residents are choosing to park on the 
pavements rather than the streets.

At times in the evenings, I have counted up to 50 vehicles parked on pavements and near to junctions and parallel 
parked, etc. In my opinion, due to the design of the estate and lack of parking provisions, residents are forced to park 
on pavements. I am told that having fewer parking spaces is meant to encourage people to lift-share, catch a bus or have 
fewer cars. I will leave it for you to decide if that is a good move.
We have received many complaints about Marnel Park and the parking situation via twitter, email and word of mouth. 
In-fact, a disproportionate amount of complaints. I say this as when compared to what is going on in other areas of 
Popley, Marnel Park enjoys less crime and less issues.
 Last year, after many complaints, I delivered letters to residents requesting cooperation in sensible parking. 
This year I have done the same. This year however, I have issued a number of £30 fi xed penalty tickets to residents, 
who in my opinion have parked dangerously. I have also conducted several call-ons to car owners addresses, to ask 
them to park more considerately. I have had a number of emails from residents asking why I can’t just issue tickets 
to all residents parked on pavements etc. This is not possible for a number of reasons. I will highlight a few: 1) The 
residents are parking on the pavements to keep the road clear, and to allow access to other vehicles, including fi re 
engines and other emergency vehicles. If all the residents that park on the pavements suddenly decided to park on the 
road, the estate would be in chaos. 2) Although Popley has a Safer Neighbourhood Team, I am the only offi cer within 
the team with the power to issue parking tickets at present. Police Community Support Offi cers, and Community 
Safety Patrolling Offi cers, cannot. I simply cannot afford to spend large amounts of time issuing tickets and calling on 
residents to park more sensibly. Popley is one of the busiest beat areas in Basingstoke, and crime, and ASB issues must 
take priority.
 On16th August 2012, I attended a multi agency meeting along with representatives of Traffi c 
Management, Road Adoptions and the highways team from Hampshire County Council. We met at the roundabout 
off Barrington Drive, then did a walkabout around the estate. It is possible that from this meeting, measures will 
be drawn up for yellow lines at some point in the future but that is not a defi nite. Also mentioned was a possible 
survey to see who owns what driveway and if the driveway is used appropriately. I will update you further when I 
receive further information. During the walkabout I pointed out the areas of concern from a police perspective. A 
representative of David Wilson Homes was invited to the meeting but didn’t turn up.
 What can you do as a resident to help? Please be more considerate with your parking. I would encourage 
neighbours to talk to each other. Perhaps you have a neighbour that in your opinion parks in an inconsiderate 
manner!? Have you spoken to them? It could be that they are unaware that this causes you issues.
 When possible, I will continue to patrol Marnel Park, and when I deem it is necessary, and proportionate, 
I will issue £30 fi xed penalty notices. As mentioned, I will not issue tickets to residents simply for parking on 
pavements. There would need to be a dangerous 
or a persistent element to my strategy. I know 
some of you will not like reading that, but I cannot 
please all of the people all of the time. Just like in 
the movie ‘Hot Fuzz’, I must work for the ‘greater 
good’ in Popley. I have always been honest and 
transparent in the way I work. I am the only offi cer 
in Basingstoke that keeps a daily online diary of 
my work/arrests/meetings/community work etc. 
I am always open to suggestions and new ideas 
about solving long term community issues. If you 
would like to have your say about the issues that 
matter to you, then let us know via our website 
http://psnp.zapd.net/ or email me directly: daniel.
carter.20686@hampshire.pnn.police.uk. PC Dan 
Carter
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Your nearest fl orist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist

Traditional and contemporary
fl owers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop 
Manager

Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate 
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham, 
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222

Ample car parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryfl orist.co.uk

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance

• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring 

• Gardening 
• Bricklaying

• Kitchens and bathrooms Fitted

Free estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980

Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting, 
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and 

verruca treatments

All in the comfort of
your own home.

For more details 
please call:

07939-211003

 
 

UNIQUE BLOCK PAVING 
Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified) 

 
 

Driveways – Patios - Walls 
Fencing - Cleaning of existing 

drives and patios. 
 

 No job too small. 
 Daily rates for labour only or 

supply and fit. 
 
 Fully insured local tradesman.

Call for a free, no obligation 
quote on 

01256 474912 
Or

07973 865359 
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Join us to celebrate 

St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) 
 20th anniversary at 

Winchester Cathedral 
 

Friday 16th November 2012 
 
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of St Michael’s Hospice, a celebratory service is 
taking place at Winchester Cathedral. Guests are invited to arrive at 19.00 with 

the service commencing at 19.30. 
 

This is a non ticket event, however it if you could register your attendance online 
at: stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events it would aid with our planning.  

 
Entry is free, so please join us to celebrate the wonderful work undertaken at 

Basingstoke and North Hampshire’s only Hospice 

Kids Nursery, Shakespeare Road, Popley.
Mini Olympics

At Kids Nursery, Popley, we held a mini Olympics to say goodbye 
to all the children leaving us for big school. The children all made 
medals and Olympic torches to celebrate the day.
Parents came and joined in the fun and even the sun came out for 
the occasion. The babies and toddlers came out to be part of the 

fun, joining in the races and cheering on their friends and siblings.
The children took part in egg and spoon races, sack races, an obstacle course, running, 
hopping and carrying the Olympic torch, and at the end of the day they were all winners 
in our eyes.
The parents even showed their competitive streak when it came to their race, battling 
with each other to get to the fi nishing line fi rst!
All in all it was a fun day and a great way to send the pre-school children on their next 
adventure. A massive thank you to all the parents and children that came along.
Kids is a low fee, inclusive nursery. We still have spaces available in all age groups, we 
accept 2 and 3 year old funding as well as nursery vouchers. 
Low fees of £3.41 per hour – fl exible hours available.
If you would like any more information about Kids Nursery please call Nicky 
on- 01256 464750 or email nicola.robinson@kids.org.uk.
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BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB

The Lion of Basingstoke escaped from the Club on Saturday 30 June but, he was recaptured 
at Four Lanes School by the children. The children loved him. But the day was very hot so the 
poor old Lion had to take lots of naps – just like at home his mummy said. 

At the same time 7 other (less sleepy) Lions went out to help at the World Party in the Park. 
This was a superb event and The Making, and all involved, are to be congratulated. The music 
and dance, the workshops, attractions and food from around the world were all excellent. 
Favourite quote from a visitor was “I didn’t know Basingstoke did anything like this – it’s 
fantastic!” I had a personal moment of glory when a group of school kids came up to me and 
said “We know you – you’re the guy in the black hat with the putting game!” Fame at last.

One of the great benefi ts of being in a Lions Club is that when a problem is too large for 
one club to handle, it can invite other clubs to help out. Pangbourne Lions were faced with 
the case of Owen Kew(6) a dystonic quadriplegic palsy sufferer who needed a specialised 
wheelchair costing over £14,000. Smart Wheelchairs, a specialist charity supported by many 
household names, bought the chair for £11,000. Pangbourne Masons Lodge and 4 Lions 
Clubs chipped in the balance and Owen now has his chair. Sounds easy – but it took a lot 
of hard work by all concerned, particularly the Pangbourne Lions Club, to raise that sort of 
money. 

During this month we have allocated funds to assist house conversion for an MS sufferer 
and to assist a student teaching disabled women in Uganda practical skills which will enable 
them to support themselves. Underwritten costs are around £500. We have also helped 4 other 
people with problems related to birth certifi cates, fares and domestic appliances at a total cost 
of £70.60.

Lions are Green. Water is the lifeblood of the planet and trees are its lungs. So, last year 
the President of Lions Clubs International asked the 46000 Lions Clubs around the world to 
plant a million trees during the year. Last month he reported that as a result of our efforts 13.8
million additional trees have so far been planted around the world and the number is still 
rising. World Leaders talk about it – Lions get on and do it! Join us and help to make a 
difference!

You know you can help us just my going out and having a good time. Our next major events 
are ABBA Sensation at QMC on 22 September (a recall after their great performance 
for us last year) followed by The Hampshire Constabulary Band, also at QMC, on 17th

November. A discount of £2 per ticket is given if you buy both at once. You know it 
makes sense! Get your tickets by calling  01256 421867  or 325280.

Please visit us at http://www.basingstokelions.org.uk/ 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and Repairs to all makes and 
models cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

PETER’S
Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00-11.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 12-2.00pm
5.00-11.00pm

Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT

Telephone orders welcome
Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us 

Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal 
Some of our food may contain ingredients

 produced from GM Soya and/or Maize
Menu’s Available

http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers

IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with  

 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
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Dear Friends

Summer? What summer?  They weren’t kidding when they said it was the wettest August on 
record, I would not be surprised if July wasn’t far behind.  I guess the weather affects many 
of us and our moods and I know a lot of folk have struggled to cope with the weather over the 
last couple of months – a very defi nite lack of clear blue skies and warm sunshine can often 
bring on a feeling of melancholy. Take heart – I’m told September will deliver what July and 
August should’ve done (but I’m not holding my breath!)

In spite of the weather there have been a few high spots. Not least the wonderful performance 
of Team GB in the London Olympics! Our athletes certainly out-did all expectations in 
winning medals and even those who didn’t make the top three have done their country 
proud (as did the volunteers, police and  armed forces).  It’s a tribute to all the training and 
preparation in the years running up to their events. Hard work and commitment coupled with 
focus on the task will always bring its reward and you never get ‘owt fer nowt!’ as they say 
up North.

The journey our athletes have taken can be likened to the Christian journey through life.
Sports and games were as popular 2000 years ago as they are today and athleticism and the 
ability to compete and win were much admired – I’m certain they had their own Ben Ainslie 
or Chris Hoy or Jessica Ennis. St Paul makes a distinct comparison as he writes to a small 
church in a place called Corinth “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize… Everyone who competes in the 
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get 
a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly.”

Alice Cooper the rock star said that ‘becoming a Christian was the hardest thing he’s ever 
done.’ For me this is so true. It takes hard work, commitment and focus but I know the prize 
at the fi nish line is an eternal one and that for me makes it worthwhile – and I have to say I do 
have an excellent personal trainer!!!

In September St Gabriel’s will celebrate two major events.  The fi rst is on 16th September at 
1030 when we host the Battle of Britain service with representatives of the Royal Air Forces 
Association, the Air Training Corps and the Royal British Legion.  Please do feel welcome 
to come along, especially if you or a member of your family is a former member of the RAF.  
The second event will take place on the afternoon of the 21st of September at 4pm as Messy 
Church, a fast growing families event, happens again in the church and hall.  Again please do 
feel welcome to come along and join us. 

Here’s to a warm and sunny September and a champion’s welcome to all our athletes!
.
God Bless.
Revd. Arthur Botham
Vicar, St Gabriel’s
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Popley Island Access Improvements
 In 2008 we met with offi cers about making Popley a safer place for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Cllr Paul Frankum and I, Cllr Jane Frankum had been concerned about the 
speeds and accidents in Popley especially after witnessing a serious accident with an 
11 year old child. With the closing of Chineham Park School and children expected to 
cross the busy Popley Way, we met with a series of offi cers and cabinet members in the 
County to get some action. The North Popley Accessibility Improvements programme 
is currently underway. The fi rst phase in the summer of 2010, was a series of informal 
pedestrian crossings on Popley Way and Carpenters Down. It was brought forward to 
ensure that students could safely cross to the enlarged Marnel School following the 
closure of Chineham Park.
 The second phase was in the summer 2011, mostly an improved shared use foot 
and cycle-way on Popley Way and Carpenters Down. It also included more improved 
crossing points for pedestrians and at last a permanent change in the speed limit to 
30mph for the whole of Popley Way and Carpenters Down in tune with the rest of the 
town areas. 
 The third phase is hopefully due to come forward in autumn 2012. It will 
provide improvements to the footways and cycleways mostly in Popley Islands and 
it is currently undergoing detailed design. This is due to start soon (pending two 
outstanding issues, related to drainage). 
 After many requests for gateway features to provide a boundary into the 
residential area of the Popley community, with 30mph signs on as you come in from 
all three main entrances. With the brick structures at the junctions of Popley Way with 
the A340 roundabout and the A33, as well as Carpenters Down with the A33. Because 
of the speeds coming from the A33, the structures need lighting, which goes outside 
the norm. An innovative solution has been arrived at and is being used for the fi rst time 
in Popley to allow the structures to be put in place.
 The drainage issue needs the pathway to be resurfaced with an easier-to-
maintain and better-looking tarmac. WSome areas will be returned back to grass to 
allow the water to drain naturally and hopefully we will see an end to the fl ooding in 
the play area and homes around. County offi cers have been liaising with colleagues 
in Development Control, at both Basingstoke and Deane and HCC, to ensure that our 
North Popley Improvements fi t in with what is to be delivered by developers. 
 There is also a further study underway called "Popley Futures". This is to look 
at the wider links to other key destinations and is being used to ensure all planned 
future development tie together and the whole picture is considered, rather than just 
specifi c sites on an ad hoc basis.
 We need to provide wider links into the countryside, e.g. Sherborne St John, 
and provide improved connections to Everest Academy College and the hospital.
 We will keep you informed in Popley Matters when there's more to show you. 
Given the fast growth in Popley, we want to make sure it was all being tied together.
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
 and stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week

Educational structure – Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area 

and a playground

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com  
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422
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JRS Computer Services 
Friendly, affordable computer and laptop repair in 

Basingstoke and the surrounding areas.  
With over 14 years experience in the computer and 

electronics support industries, JRS Computer Services 
provides the support you can trust and rely on. 

 
Our services include the following and more: 

Hardware/Software repairs 
Software Installations 
Virus Removal 
Computer Tune Up 
Computer Upgrades 
New Equipment Set Up 

 
                    Prices start from just £25.00 
Call now to make an appointment or visit our website 
www.jrscomputerservices.com for more information. 

Tel: 01256 410 405 
Mob: 07905 385 301 
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Volunteers
needed!

Popley Youth Group needs your help!

Popley Youth Group desperately needs help to stay open. We run every Monday
evenings from 7:00pm until 9:00pm.

We have many lively young people in the Popley Youth Group who need strong and
positive role models to help them develop in a safe environment. We are working

hard to create an environment where they can come, relax, feel safe and enjoy
running around playing games. We need your help to do this!

If you think you would be able to give up some of your time to help support the
youth in your area we would love to hear from you. Please do help us send the right

message to the young people; they are worth your time.

If you think you can help or would like more information please contact
Megan Greenhalgh on: youthprojectsbasingstoke@gmail.com

Volunteers
needed!
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Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Hampshire County Council 
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75

E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls
Air Conditioning
Fully Adjustable Seats for 
Comfort

Tel: 01256 470483    Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

FREE
THEORY 
TUITION
GIVEN

Special offer in June/July/Aug 
1st 1hr lesson at £18 Then buy 10hrs at £240 get one free 
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Diaries from the Old Codger.
 As I write this month the Olympics have fi nished, I 
eagerly await the Paralympics’.  To think that in my lifetime 
we have seen two of them in London! The fi rst brought the 
world back as one, as it was after, the carnage of WW2. 
This 2012 Olympics again has shown the world what a great 
nation we are, putting on a show that could not be bettered no 
matter what people say. Well done to all the participants of Team GB.  We still 
see people write and comment about how much it cost. Most of the funding will 
be retrieved and also will leave a great legacy for future Olympians. I also got 
annoyed at people having a dig at our Queen at the start of the games saying how 
undignifi ed it was. For her to play a small but very humorous part, one of which 
even her grandchildren never knew about, to me it shows she is a great leader of 
our nation. Plus, as always, a people person and I would like to congratulate her 
and all the royals for the support they put behind the games. 
 I would like to think our council could put backing/funds into building 
a purpose-built indoor stadium in our town for athletic events. This could be a 
pipe dream, but you also have to look at the amount of great talent this town has. 
By building such a place we could provide a much needed help to the youth and 
youngsters for the future. So come on council members take a long hard look at 
the area. We have many brown fi eld sites to be able to build one. 
 How the year has fl own by, even many trees are turning to autumn colours 
soon the summer will end and back to the dark winter nights. 
 Some time ago I put in a proposal to County on a new safety campaign 
for our youngsters. At fi rst when I sent it in, the woman I talked to said it was a 
great idea and she will most certainly put it to the safety people in county.  To 
date they have not bothered to get in touch. It does seem as if as long as they say 
they will look into it, that is all that happens. I know a lot of proposals get put 
forward but it would be nice to get follow up, even if it is to say sorry thanks but 
no thanks.
 So much has gone on in the UK this year the Jubilee and the Olympics 
and we must cash in, and improve our town by building 
new venues to encourage people from outside to come 
to Basingstoke. Well you know me well by now and how 
I feel about the town that I care so much about. I was 
pleased to see Bill Ind is back home and continues to 
improve on his health. Till next month. The Old Codger
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EXCITEMENT is mounting at MFC Popley Youth as the 
2012/13 season approaches. New equipment has been 
bought, new kit is on the way and the Club will have 12 
teams playing in the Peter Houseman Youth League.

At U7s, Managers Andrew Mark Hopley and Peter 
Shearman will have two teams; at U8s, three teams will 
be in the care of Andrew Williams, David Gambrell and Jo 

Dawber, at U9s, Warwick Sear-Jarvis will manage a team, at U10s Lee Austen 
will manage the Knights, and Tom Bartlett and Mark Cox will take care of the 
Panthers, Danny Oates manages the U12s, Paul O'Shea manages the U13s and 
Dave Wright manages the U14s.

The Club's teams will play their home games at Marnel Junior School, Merton 
Junior School, Everest Community Academy and Sherborne Road.

BASINGSTOKE HERITAGE SOCIETY
The latest addition to the Society’s Blue Plaques celebrating local events and 
personalities commemorates the architect John James 1672-1746. The oldest 
child of John James Snr, headmaster of the Holy Ghost school, he was to 
become an architect of some note: besides working with Sir Christopher Wren 
and Nicholas Hawksmoor, he designed a number of great houses and churches. 
His own house can be found at Eversley where the church commemorates his 
life. His Blue Plaque is on the Holy Ghost site joining those for Gilbert White, 
the naturalist, of Selborne who attended school there and Mrs Blundell the well 
know lady buried alive.
Among earlier plaques is that marking the Basingstoke & Alton Light Railway; 
this has moved from its original position on the exterior wall of the station 
ticket offi ce: the renovations to the frontage of the station have resulted  in a 
new position at the Information Point on platforms 1 - 2.
Next plaque up will pay tribute to the town’s connection with Major R J Howard, 
Ox & Bucks Light Infantry, who planned and led the D-Day attack by glider-
borne troops to seize the bridges over the Caen Canal and the River Orne.

www.bas-herit-soc.org
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KIDS Nursery
Open Monday – Friday  

8 am till 6 pm  
Shakespeare road, Popley, RG249BP 

01256 464750 
 

Open plan inclusive nursery, with large outside play space 
including sensory garden, supported by highly qualified and 
friendly staff. 

 

£3.41 per hour, flexible hours available. 
 

Early years funding available for all children- the term 
after their 3rd birthday.  

(15 hours per week term time, 38 weeks per year or  
11 hours per week all year round, 51 weeks per year, from the term after your 

child’s 3rd birthday). 
2yr old funding for eligible families/children- the term 
after their 2nd birthday. 

(criteria applies, enquire for further details). 
 

“Special offer” join for free with no deposit to pay.  
(If you join before 1st September 2012.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
KIDS' vision is a world in which all disabled children and young people realise their 
aspirations and their right to an inclusive community which supports them and their 

families. 
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Phillips Legal Corner

Some timely advice in case you split

‘Breaking up doesn't have to be hard to do if you put romance to one side briefly when you
move in together’ says Sheila Glyn Owen, solicitor at Phillips. ‘You may be one of the 3 4
million couples who are choosing to live together without getting married. Many cohabit
successfully all their lives without ever feeling the need to marry, but many couples break up
and only then discover how few rights they have.

"Common law" wife or husband is a myth. The reality is that if you split up, you have no
automatic right to the property if it is in your partner's name; if you rent your home, you
have no automatic right to stay; and if your partner dies without making a will, you won't
automatically inherit anything from him or her. If you have children together the situation is
even more complex.

So what practical steps can you take? If you're renting, put both names on the tenancy.
If you are buying a new place together, or moving into a home your partner already owns,
then think carefully about getting a "Declaration of Trust" drawn up.
This is a legally binding document that spells out the proportion of the property each
unmarried partner will receive if you break up. If you are contributing more financially than
your partner towards the property it will protect your investment in the event that the
property is eventually sold.

The Trust can be as simple or as complex as you require and if your circumstances change it
can be re written. It should include:

The percentage of the property each of you will own
The percentage of the deposit each will pay and how much each will contribute to
mortgage payments
Who pays for purchase expenses, utilities and other outgoings
The provisions for buying each other out
An agreed mechanism for valuing the property
Provisions for children, such as enabling the child to stay in the property until he or
she reaches maturity

No one knows what the future holds,’ concludes Sheila ‘so my advice is take some practical
steps to protect yourself. Investing in a Declaration of Trust and ensuring you both have
Wills could save you a lot of stress, time and expense in the event that you separate or if one
of you dies.’

Call Sheila Glyn Owen or Ben Holden on 01256 460830.
Visit our website for lots more information at www.phillips law.co.uk
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442
We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 8:30am-3:00pm
Also available-Breakfast and Lunch Clubs (for further details contact Elaine on 363156)
Monday evening -  C.M.A  Keep Fit & Kick Boxing from 6:30-8:00pm
Tuesday evening -  Community Bingo doors open at 7:00pm, eyes down at 8:00pm.  
   Finish around  9.45pm (light refreshments available  halftime)
Wednesday evening -  C.M.A  Kick Boxing from  7:00-8:30pm
Thursday evening-  Street Dance and ballet classes for two and a half years to adult.  
   4:30-6:30pm Please contact Samantha Pike on 07811299484.
Friday evening-  Friday Club  (children) 5:00-6:30pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc. at very reasonable rates.
For details ring 01256 363156.
 On behalf of the three community Centres in Popley I would like to thank everyone 
for coming to the prize bingo. Hope to see you all at the Christmas prize bingo. Details will 
be in the October issue.

Beckie’s Column
Hiyya!! How has everyone’s summer been? Fortunately, it did warm up eventually, didn’t it?
I really enjoyed watching the Olympics this year. I thought it was more relevant because it was 
in London. All the excitement and build up to it made it more interesting to me. How about 
you? And the way they lit the torch made me feel really proud of my country too! Although, it 
was really sad to see it extinguished. 
Sadly, I didn’t get to see much of the actual games because I was away and the TV we had 
didn’t show all the channels, but I did get to see the diving and some of the pole vaulting. To 
be honest, in the diving, I couldn’t actually tell between “good” and “ok” dives; they all looked 
really good to me, especially from the heights they were diving. You wouldn’t be able to get 
me to dive from that height!
My grandad helped out at the Olympics as well, so I had another reason to be proud. We spent 
ages sitting watching the TV in the hope that we would see him on it and then shouting, “That’s 
him!” whenever he appeared in the distance. He kept us updated on what was going on and sent 
us pictures that were great to see. It meant that we also got the inside story on what goes on at 
the Olympics too! We are very proud of him!
I’m afraid this will be the last time I write to you, as I’ve decided to give my column up. I start 
college soon and I will need to put all my time into my studying instead. I’ve really enjoyed 
writing this column for the past two years and I know I will miss it, but I think it might be time 
for a fresh view on Popley and all the events that happen in Basingstoke. 
So, I guess it’s time to say goodbye. I’ve loved writing for Popley Matters and I’ve loved all the 
comments people have given me about my column, so thank you for reading it and goodbye!

Beckie



Quality, Flexible and Affordable Childcare

Three unique settings across Basingstoke
15 hours free grant funded and stretched grant funded spaces 

available for children aged 3 & 4 years old,
Flexible sessions available.

Highly qualified and experienced staff members,
Excellent outside playareas with freeflow access for children,

Open 7am-6pm, 52 weeks a year.

Call for more information and to book your tour
Cornerstone Priestley road (Nr Hospital, RG24 9PU) - 01256 818118
Cornerstone Miss Muffets (Abbey Road, RG24 9DX) - 01256 840300

Cornerstone Sunrise (Western Way,  RG22 6HA) - 01256 356166 
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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available

We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,

BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services

International Calling Cards

If you don t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.
Come into the store and see our many special offers


