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Message from the Editor:-Christmas, a time to refl ect on 
the past year. We are very proud and grateful to our wonderful 
volunteer team that helps every month to get Popley Matters 
to you our readers. But we certainly could do with some more 
help. If you want to get involved please contact me-details are 
below.
A very Happy Christmas time to everyone, and we hope it is a 
happy time for you all. While I am in a refl ective mood I hope 
you don’t mind me asking once again to keep a look out for 

your friends and neighbours. It can be a lonely time for some people who are 
alone or far from their family and friends. There is a new “Silver Line” where us 
older folk can fi nd a friendly voice to chat with and also a group where you can 
talk and get advice from if you are feeling down or depressed. There are lots and 
lots of people who live with depression so you are never really alone.
I was so happy to see that Santa’s Sleigh will visit Popley with Santa and his 
helpers. Steve, one of Santa’s helpers, said that they want everyone to be happy 
and enjoy Santa’s visit. There is no charge at all, however if 
you can, or want to, give a few coppers they will be sending it 
to “Help The Heroes”.
We like to have articles and information that will be of interest 
to you and welcome new groups and useful information. 
Perhaps there are some budding writers out there that would 
like to have a go? We also welcome letters on all sorts of 
subjects and we would like to restart our letters page.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
and Richard Haver; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney; Chris Martin; and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Amanda Bellamy; Elaine Dennis; Tony Frankum; Pat Hamilton, Stacey Hart; Michael Hatter; Richard 
Haver; Kyle and Stuart Humphries; Peter Johnson; Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick 
Lloyd; Ann Marke; Chris Martin; Clare Martin; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Janet Payne; Michael Portlock; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith; 
Christine Taylor; Keith Theobald; Janet Ward; Carole Whetton; Dean Wilson and Debbie Wilson.
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Proposal to Expand Marnel 
Infant and Junior Schools 

Pre Planning Consultation 
Event

Thursday 11 December 2014
 Marnel Infant School
5:00pm and 7:30pm

Hampshire County Council officers will be available 
on the evening to discuss the school expansion 

scheme.  Alternatively, you can view the proposals 
at http://consultations.hants.gov.uk/ from Thursday 

11 December 2014 and email comment and/or 
questions to strategicplanningunit@hants.gov.uk or

write to: 

Strategic Development Team, Children’s Services 
Department, Elizabeth II Court North, 3rd Floor, 
The Castle, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 8UG 
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers
 IT Consultancy
 Computer and laptop repair
 Hardware and software repair
 IT equipment & Supplies with  
 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fi xyourcomp.co.uk
www.fi xyourcomp.co.uk

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com
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Popley East: David Wilson Homes have 
commenced works on the Kiln Farm houses. Th e 
construction traffi  c entrance is through Marl’s 
Lane which impacts greatly on the residents of 
Guernsey and Jersey Closes. Th eir early experiences 
have not been good and we have been contacting 
DWH to comply with the planning conditions 
covering this development; mud on the roads, no 
warning construction signs; inconsiderate parking 
by sub–contractor groundwork employees; and 
the severance of the electricity cable supplying the 
street lights have all meant that residents remain 
critical of the attitude displayed so far by DWH.
We are determined as your Councillors to make 
sure that DWH understand their responsibilities to 
local residents and we are working with Planning 
Enforcement offi  cers to make sure that planning 
conditions are complied with. We intend to involve 
local residents in discussions with DWH where 
possible so that confi dence can be restored.
Congratulations to all those who have contributed 
to the Popley East draft  Community Plan, soon to 
be turned into the fi nal agreed plan. Lots of time 
and hard work were put in by volunteers so that the 
views of the community are represented. 
Lots of positive things can be said about Popley, but 
in particular we believe it to be people friendly and 
a place of opportunity. We hope you agree.
Cllr Viv Washbourne  tel 07900890088
Cllr David Potter tel 07941507801

Popley West: You may have noticed 
one of the tree offi  cers around Abbey Road 
in the last few weeks-he is mapping and 
inspecting the state of all of the trees. This is 
after many years of lobbying by your Popley 
Councillors about the many trees that are too 
big, inappropriate, diseased or too close to 
houses causing damage to paths, walls, and 
gardens. There will eventually be a report and 
you will be able to check on all the trees near 
your home on the Basingstoke and Deane 
website. There will be further inspections in 
other roads in the future. Phone 844844 for 
more information.
In Marnel Park you may see someone late at 
night by the DWH site offi  ce buildings near 
the allotments; it is the security staff  that 
David Wilson Homes have installed. 
I am pleased to say that after asking that the 
leaf clearing and clearing of the drains will 
start this year in Popley. Last year the street 
clearing and maintenance department were 
overrun with work and Popley seemed to be 
at the bott om of the list. We have now been 
assured that the clearing of the drains and 
other general maintenance work will start 
here in Popley over the next few weeks.
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924

Councillors’ Page: After the power cut in November, the traffi c lights in Popley 
were out of synchronisation, I called in the engineers for Highways and they were 
re timed. However I was still concerned on the timings in particular for the turn 
into the A340 towards the hospital, so they will be looking for solutions. There 
are also major works planned to improve the layout from Popley Way towards 
Reading including the slip road as you exit Popley Way.
I have been heavily involved in the Community Plan for Popley East and am very 
impressed with the commitment of the residents to improve the environment. In 
addition, the Popley Councillors have been working with groups to improve the 
community centres with the Local Environment Fund and are supporting the bids 
so far, for extensions and improvements to all our community centres in Popley.
I also had a meeting in Winchester in regard to Marnel Schools extension and 
improvements and will attend the public consultation meeting on 11th December 
the details are on page 1.  Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
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Depression Group for
People in the Basingstoke

Area.
Are you struggling with De
pression? If yes, know that
you are not alone. Current
gures show that 1 in 4 peo

ple in the UK will experience a
Mental Health Disorder such
as Anxiety and Depression in
a year.

If you are interested in learning new skills and techniques in managing your depression,
then join us every Thursday evening between 18.30—20.00.

The programme is based on Cogni ve Behavioural Therapy, a therapeu c model widely
used within the NHS as Recommended in the NICE Guidelines.

Age: From 18+
Start Date: 17 January 2015 (6 week programme)
Cost: Free but a Dona on would be welcomed to enable us run similar programmes in
the future.
Book early due to limited availability!

Promoted and Supported by Cornerstone
Counselling Service, part of a Registered
Charity.
12 Crawford Place
London
W1H 1JD

Venue: Melrose Community Hall, Popley,
Basingstoke, Hampshire.

RG24 9ES
Tel: 07849 038425
Text: 07849 038425

E mail: ccs@secadven st.org.uk
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 
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Merry Christmas
Popley Fields Community Association would like to wish all their regular user groups 
and customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2015.

Remember to look out for our regular monthly events next year.

To fi nd out what is happening each month check out our Facebook page  or give the 
centre a call on 01256 414494 to speak  to a member of staff who will be happy to 
help you.

Registered charity number:1052133

Basingstoke and Tadley WEA 
News is gradually spreading around North Hampshire that the WEA, which incidentally is 
the largest adult education provider in the United Kingdom, is alive and well in the area.
The Autumn courses in both Basingstoke and Tadley have been extremely well subscribed 
to.  The topics this term have been the Arts and Crafts Movement, Literary London and 
Shakespeare.
Next term we have some equally exciting courses and we hope there will be something 
of interest for a variety of tastes.
Basingstoke courses are held at the United Reformed Church, London Street, Basingstoke
New Life: New Challenge – a literary course covering Villette by Charlotte Bronte and 
South Riding by Winifred Holtby.
Tutor:  Suzi Turner from Friday 16th January 2015 for 9 weeks 10.30am – 12.00pm £54
A Brief History of Australia 
Tutor : Judy Still from Wednesday 11th February 2015 for 7 weeks.  2 – 4pm £56
Exploring the Origins of Modern Science: Revolutionary Scientists from Copernicus to 
Newton
Tutor: Mike Gilbert from Thursday 12th February 2015 for 7 weeks 7.30 -9.30pm £56
Tadley courses are held at the Ambrose Allen Centre, Franklin Avenue, Tadley
Highlights of the National Gallery
Tutor:  Dalila Castelijn from 9th January 2015 for 7 weeks  9.45 – 11.45am £56
For further information please contact Jan Smith 01189 832251 jancsmith@btopenworld.
com
Or have a look at the WEA website www.wea.org.uk/southern
Freephone 0800 328 1060
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Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS DINNER          

Melrose Hall  
9th December 2014  

11.40am - 2pm (doors open 11.30) 

 

 
Come along to the 4th Annual Melrose 
Community Christmas dinner all welcome 

including children and babies.  

        Raffle          
2 course dinner and refreshments (served at 

12pm) 
Carols sung by 

Merton Junior School Choir (11.40am) 
Adults £2 (includes 1 child) 

Additional children £1 
Under 1’s Free 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
PLEASE BOOK YOUR PLACE WITH VICKI IN THE OFFICE (01256 420676) OR 

 E-MAIL: MELROSEHALL@ BTCONNECT.COM
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Dear Friends

One of the most oft heard reactions on Christmas morning as the children unwrap their presents 
is “Look! They’d rather play with the wrapping paper!”  Have you ever found yourself saying 
that?  I know I have!  Which begs the question – why do we spend so much on presents when 
we could just buy a roll of wrapping paper?  I’m only kidding of course!  We all love to unwrap 
presents, just to see what’s inside – sometimes we’re absolutely delighted and other times we 
exercise a great deal of tact and hide our disappointment. I can remember doing that a few years 
ago when my mother-in-law insisted on buying me sweaters of the Val Doonican sort!  I guess 
what might have been worse would have been to unwrap the present and fi nd nothing inside!

In the past few weeks the Children in Need appeal on TV raised over £30m, the Poppy Appeal 
a similar amount. Locally, I know that many of you have been involved in fi ll shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child and the video we showed in church was both deeply moving and 
delighting at the same time. It’s an extraordinary display of generosity – even in these hard 
times and yet for many, this Christmas will be an especially tough time! Presents, food and 
drink and all the usual trappings of the festive season will be harder to come by for many 
families and wrapping paper may be all they can afford!

Some years ago I was in that very situation, it was a very painful and frustrating time and yet 
when Christmas came it turned out to be the best we’d enjoyed.  The absence of all those usual 
distractions provided the opportunity to get back to the real meaning of Christmas –  a baby 
boy, born in circumstances of poverty to teenage parents who would become the Saviour to all.

We had a much smaller Christmas tree and turkey dinner that year, there was little to unwrap in 
the way of presents but for the fi rst time we truly unwrapped the greatest gift of all – God’s true 
purpose of Christmas and a chance to get to know the Saviour.

Whether you fi nd yourself in diffi cult circumstances in the coming weeks or joining in the usual 
shopping frenzy, may I encourage you to seek out that same Saviour and then, whether its just 
wrapping paper, a Val Doonican sweater or the world’s most wanted gadget that you tear open 
to reveal on Christmas morning, I promise you will have the best ever Christmas.

May I personally invite you to come and join us at one of our Christmas carol services or 
Christmas fair taking place over the coming weeks.

May the eagerness of the shepherds, the joy of the angels, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas.

With every blessing.

Arthur.
Vicar, St Gabriel’s Church
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Oven Looking Grubby?
Windows Lost Their Sparkle?

We Specialise In:

Oven Cleaning
Traditional Window Cleaning
Non caustic solutions used

100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

01256 633683
www.squeekykleanovens.co.uk

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 
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This event is brought to you by some of your 
local community planning groups, community 
associations, schools and churches.

6.45PM CAROLS AT THE BASING WOOD
Followed by fun in Popley Fields Community Centre including 
seasonal refreshments, Santa’s Grotto, games, Christmas  
Jumper competition, performances and a mega raffle.

6PM CANDLELIT PROCESSIONS TO THE BASING WOOD
Processions beginning from Dryden Close and Merton Junior 
School. Please note that children are the responsibility of 
their parents or guardians.

On Monday 15 December 2014  |  From 6pm to 9pm

For more information please call 01256 414494

Popley
CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA
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Sherborne St John Village Hall, Kiln Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke, RG24 9HP
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Try Som
ething New

 & Learn to Dance!
W

EDDING DANCE LESSONS
Please telephone or enquire
about availability to com

e and
learn that m

ost im
portant first

dance of your W
edding D

ay

INDIVIDUAL LESSONS
If you find it hard to com

m
it to

w
eekly class or w

ant to m
ove 

at a pace that suits you, then
w

hy not enquire about
individual lessons.
(Please telephone or em

ail to
enquire about availability)

DANCE LESSON GIFT
VOUCHERS
D

ifferent packages available 
(Please telephone or em

ail 
to enquire)

M
obile: 07791 749163  Email: david@

davidsmithdance.com   W
eb: w

w
w

.davidsmithdance.com   Tw
itter: Davidsmithdance   Facebook: Davidsmithdance

M
ondays (Excluding Bank Holidays)

Latin & Am
erican 

Line Class
12:30pm

 - 1:30pm
 

£5.00 per person / per w
eek

Tea Dance
2:00pm

 - 4:00pm
£3.00 per person / per w

eek
(Ballroom

, Latin &
 Popular

Sequence)

Tuesdays
Ballroom

 & Latin Class
7:15pm

 - 8:15pm
£5.00 per person / per w

eek

*NEW
* Beginners

Argentine Tango Course
8:15pm

 - 9:15pm
6 W

eek C
ourse

£36.00 per person for the course 
(Paym

ent in A
dvance) C

om
m

encing 
Tuesday 6th January 2015. Please Telephone 
or Em

ail to book your place

Fridays
Latin in Line Class
7:15pm

 - 8:00pm
£5.00 per person / 
per w

eek

Sequence Class
8:00pm

 - 9:00pm
£5.00 per person / 
per w

eek

(Ballroom
, Latin Am

erican & Popular Sequence)
Su

n
d
a
y
 Tea

 D
a
n
ces:

Tickets in A
dvance O

nly, 2:00pm
 - 5:00pm

, D
ates: 15th February - 19th A

pril - 17th M
ay

Frid
a
y
 P

ra
ctice N

ig
h
ts:

Tickets in A
dvance O

nly,  8:00pm
 - 10:00pm

, D
ates: 30th January -  27th February - 13th M

arch

SUNDAY TEA DANCES & FRIDAY PRACTICE NIGHTS
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A Remarkable Project Fifty Years On
A remarkable local project – and fundraiser – has just achieved a fi ftieth anniversary.  
What became part one of The Story of Basingstoke DVD sponsored by the Friends of 
the Willis Museum was launched as a tape/slide presentation before a packed audience 
at Queen Mary’s Grammar School on 11 November, 1964.  

Made for the WEA by architect and staunch 
Willis Museum supporter Derek Wren, it 
covered the whole history of Basingstoke up 
to the plan to make it a London overspill town.  
Success was instant, resounding and lasting, 
thanks to Derek’s authoritative but easily 
followed script, to the high quality slides, 
mostly photographed by Derek himself, and 

because the script was read by Basingstoke’s famous broadcaster, John Arlott.

In 1991 the presentation was turned into a VHS video, and in 2008 it was digitally    
re-mastered as a DVD by David Mann. Derek enhanced the  story to 1964 with                  
re-drawn maps and additional archive illustrations, and David Mann added a second 
part to bring it up to date, using more of Derek’s photos, this time with captions and  
music but without spoken narrative, for who could compete with the voice of John 
Arlott in part one?  Part two powerfully evokes the “before”, “during” and “after” of 
the re-development period, and fi nishes on a positive note about the Basingstoke of 
today, whilst Derek’s photos of a  much changed town in part one now comprise a 
valuable archive in themselves.

Hundreds of copies have been sold so far at the Willis Museum, at Waterstone’s, 
Basingstoke and other local 
outlets, raising funds that 
the Friends of the Willis, 
a registered charity, use 
to improve the museum; 
these have helped with 
enhancements to the fabric, 
and with the purchase of 
exhibits and equipment, 
and will help with major 
improvements  yet to come.
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Hello Folks,
 
On 15th October 2014, the Popley Safer Neighbourhood Panel met for the quarterly 
meeting. Drug issues continue to be a problem in Popley. There is a lot of work 
going on in relation to this. Popley East is the worst affected area. This area includes 
Shakespeare Road and the surrounding roads.  

For a number of reasons, the Abbey Road shops area is a hot spot for anti-social 
behaviour. We receive many calls about youths playing football in the area. The reports 
also include drug misuse and other general anti-social behaviour.
 
The current Popley priorities until Jan 2015: 
1) Drugs issues throughout Popley. 
2) Anti-social behaviour in Abbey Road. This includes, shouting, foul language, drugs 
misuse and harassment. 
I recently took a statement from a victim, in John Hunt Drive. The poor chap had trees 
stolen from his front lawn on 23rd October 2014. After the second time, the victim 
installed CCTV. The third theft was captured on CCTV. The suspect male is described 
as white and aged 50 to 65 with a slim build. The suspect wore a fl at cap and a coat 
with buttons at the front. The suspect also had a dog with him. Do you recognise the 
male? Please call 101, or crime stoppers, if you do. Quote reference: 44140382626.

As you may be aware, I continue to update the 'PSNP' website on a regular basis. The 
website contains lots of information relevant to Popley, the PSNP, and my work as 
your Community Offi cer.
We are currently looking for more residents to join the PSNP. Please take a look at the 

website and get involved: psnp.jimdo.com.
If you would like to discuss the website or any community issue then 
please get in contact with me. Tel: 101 email: daniel.carter.20686@
hampshire.pnn.police.uk.

PC 20686 Dan Carter ((( 
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W
edding 

Packages

from £3500

T: +44 (0) 1256 796700       F: +44 (0) 1256 796794
E: weddings@apollohotels.com      W: www.apollohotels.com

THE APOLLO HOTEL BASINGSTOKE
WEDDING EXPERIENCE

2015/2016 Weddings Special Offer
Book your 2015/2016 Wedding at Apollo Hotel between 6th October & 19th

December 2014 and select three fantastic add-ons to your wedding package!

See website for choice of add-ons.

Weddings booked for a Friday or Sunday in 2015 & 2016
will also receive a £750 bar credit

Offers apply to new bookings only, terms and conditions apply.
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change
developtransform

diversify

difference

advance

innovatemodify
adapt

Time for a change?

Do you like to be in the heart of your community?

Are you interested in what people in your neighbourhood think and 

how we deliver our serives?

Do you enjoy being involved in what’s happening in your area?

Would you like to help the voices of your local community be heard?

Then it’s defi nitely time for a change.

Interested? Go to www.sentinelha.org.uk/see3sixty or 
call 0800 195 5515. 0300 666 5515 from a mobile.
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing

HANDYMAN SERVICES/SMALL 
JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com
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MERTON JUNIOR REMEMBERS
As the nation remembered the men and women who have made the ultimate
sacrifice during the wars and conflicts since 1914, the children, staff and parents of
Merton Junior School commemorated the event by holding a MSSC (Moral, Spiritual,
Social and Cultural) Day.

Many of the children
arrived at school wearing
clothing that reflected the
period around the First
World War. We had a
great range of characters
including soldiers, nurses,
farmers, doctors and so

many more. They all
looked amazing!

The children went into different
classes and worked alongside their
friends and also made new friends as
we had mixed all of the year groups
together.

Different learning
experiences happened throughout the school and the focus was
World War One.

Some children learned about the Remembrance Poppy and the
relevance that it has to us all. They reflected on why we all wear

a poppy during November and one group
decided that the poppy was worn for the love
for those men and women who died for the
love of their families and country.

At eleven o’clock we collected as a whole
school, along with many parents who had
chosen to join us, to observe the nation’s two
minute silence. You could have heard a pin drop and everyone in
the hall spent the time reflecting on what the silence meant for
them.

We had a visitor, Mr Fairbank, who arrived at school dressed as a
soldier from the First World War. The children were completed
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enthralled at what he had to say about what life would
have been like for a soldier during the war.

As some of the children had spent the morning thinking
about ‘The Christmas Truce’, where peace was found
through a football match in December of 1914, we
thought that they may appreciate the act more if they
could recreate it! So, the whole school played football.
Onlookers braved the wind and rain to support the
children and cheer them on, for that, we thank them very much,
and the children appreciated it!

Writing was also a great part of
the day; after the football the
children wrote letters and
diaries, thinking about how
soldiers would have felt after
they had been told to return to
the trenches, the written work that they have
produced was very emotive.

War poetry was another area that some children
worked on. They listened and focussed on several poems written by Rupert Brook,
Wilfred Owen and many others. During our assembly, these poems were acted out,
which saw many adults become quite emotional!

The remaining group of children had decided that they would like to recreate the art
installation at the Tower of London, ‘Blood
Swept Lands and Seas of Red’. They did not
quite manage to add 888,246 poppies, but they
gave it a really good go!

The main part of our MSSC Day was that the
children develop a better and more in depth
understanding of why we wear a poppy.

They also understand that the money that we
have raised for the Royal British Legion
supports the work that they do and that
encouraged them to cover our poppy; all monies will be with the RBL shortly.

Thank you to all who helped us to commemorate Remembrance Day 2014 as we
thought deeply about those who had given so much from 1914 onwards.

Find out more information on our website: www.mertonjuniorschool.co.uk
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

Spotlight on the Scout section this month … 

Members of the cout troop visited London for the day recently 
calling first at St. Clement Danes Central church of the RAF in 
the Strand before walking along the embankment to see several 
other monuments along the side of the Thames.  The church, 
badly damaged by enemy action during the 
Second World War, was rebuilt by the RAF in 
1958 and is now considered the RAF’s 
‘spiritual heart’.  Then it was on to Parliament 
Square to see Churchill’s momument 
designed by Ivor Roberts-Jones (1973)  

Later in the morning the group viewed 
the Bomber Command monument in 
Green Park which was unveiled in 
2012 before travelling by tube to the Imperial War 
Museum for the afternoon.  

In preparation for their visit each cout had been 
challenged to find out a little of the history of one or other 
of the monuments due to be visited and whilst there read 

it out loud.  Sometimes they had an audience of passers-by who stopped to listen 
to what the couts had discovered.   

To conclude a very busy 
day  the group went to see 
the artistic creation ‘Blood 
Swept Lands and Seas of 
Red’ at the Tower of 
London created by Paul 
Cummins, which marks the 
Centenary of the outbreak 

of the First World War with 888,246 poppies planted by volunteers filling the moat. 
They stayed to witness the Roll of Honour ceremony with the last post being played 
before wearily turning for home via Waterloo train station.  

New recruits (both boys and girls) welcome in all sections – contact the leaders 
listed above or http:// www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts  Beavers aged 
6-8; Cubs 8-10½ ; Scouts 10½ to 14 years. 
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Christmas at St Gabriel’s 

Nativity Christmas Fair 
Saturday 6th December from 1pm in the church 

Christingle Service for all the family 
Sunday 14th December at 5pm 

candlelit service of 9 Lessons & Carols 
Sunday 21st December at 6pm 

Christmas Eve 
Crib Service at 4pm 

Bring the children along to dress up in our open performance! 

Midnight Communion at 11.30pm 

Christmas Day  
Family Celebration at 10am 

FIRST CLASS FACILITIES FOR  
ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

EEverest Health & Leisure Club  
EEverest Community College, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP  
GGym Team:  01256 337576  MMain Reception:  01256 337573  

Four Court Sports Hall 
Floodlit Astro & MUGAs 
Junior & Senior Football Pitches 
Dance Studio 
 
GYM:-  Matrix Trainer 
   38 Stations 
                   Classes Programme 

Memberships from £15
 
Meeting Rooms with Servery 
200 Seat Performance Theatre 
Classrooms 
WiFi 
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Monday - Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin 

Tuesday - Discovery Centre, Festival Place 

Wednesday - Discovery Centre, Festival Place 

Thursday - Oakridge Hall for All 

Friday - Popley Fields Community Centre 

Drop in any time between 9.30  and 12.30  

We can help you 

Create your CV, email account 
Apply for Job Seekers Allowance 

Register and use Universal Jobmatch 
Send Digital Drop and Go forms 

Prepare for Interviews 

basingstokejobclubs.wikispaces.com 

Basingstoke Job Clubs 

 @BasJobClubs 
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Santa’s Sleigh to Visit Popley
Saturday 20th December 2014 starting from 4pm
 Santa’s Sleigh is visiting Basingstoke, thanks to the Hillier family of Old 
Basing who supplied the truck that pulls Santa Sleigh. This tour is in memory 
of Eric Hillier who passed away last year. Over the years we often spoke about 
doing it, now thanks to Sandra, Andrea, Chad we have been able to make it 
happen

 Planned Route:- Popley Way - Shakespeare Road - Popley Way - 
Carpenters Down - Shetland Road - Maldive Road - Shetland Road - Carpenters 
Road - Falkland Road - Carpenters Down - Barrington Drive - Appleton Drive 
- Carpenters Down - Popley Way - Mallory Road - Edmund Court - John Hunt 
Drive - Popley Way - Tewkesbury Close - Pershore Road - Tewkesbury Close - 
Popley Way - Chineham Lane - Banbury Way - Oxford Way - Appleton Drive - 
Benham Road - Appleton Drive - Englefi eld Way - Appleton Drive - Carpenters 
Down - Popley Way - Abbey Road - Popley Way.

 On the night 
the facebook page will 
give live updates as to 
where Santa is on the 
route. We are hoping to 
be in Popley at around 
5:30pm ish

Bicycle Maintenance Training
 Calling all cyclists in the Popley area….exciting news about a new cycle 
scheme being launched. It is a partnership scheme between Hampshire County 
Council, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and Popley Fields Community 
Association. Learn bicycle maintenance at classes on 28th January, 25th February 
and 25th March.  Bring your broken bike to the bike repair workshops between 9am 
and 4pm on Saturday 10th January, 14th February and 7th March. All this and more 
coming to Popley Fields Community Centre in the New Year.
 All classes and workshops are free numbers are limited so if you are interested 
PM the group and we will pass your details on.
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Money
matters

Dealing with money can be diffi cult. So we’re looking for local champions to help 
people in their community to fi nd the right savings, loans and money advice for 
them.

We need volunteers who are organised, friendly and approachable, with an eye for 
detail. You’ll have good communication skills, excellent local knowledge and a 
willingness to learn.

In return you’ll get four days training, leading to a nationally recognised AQA 
qualifi cation.

Interested? Call Richard Pilbeam on 0800 195 5515 or 0300 666 5515 
from a mobile. Or go to www.sentinelha.org.uk/champions
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Our Story
The History – How The Silver Line was Born
In August 2011, Esther Rantzen CBE (who founded the children’s helpline 
ChildLine in 1986) wrote an article about the loneliness she has experienced 
since being bereaved, and living alone. She was overwhelmed by the huge 
response from older people who shared her experience. In November 2011 she 
was invited to make a key-note speech at a conference at which she came up 
with the idea of creating a helpline in order to support vulnerable older people, 
sign-post them to projects and services, break through the stigma of loneliness 
and isolation, and tackle the problems of abuse and neglect.

As a result, Paul Burstow (then Minister of State for Care Services) hosted 
a round-table seminar on 1st February 2012, chaired by Esther Rantzen, at 
which many of the major voluntary organisations working with older people 
were represented, together with other members of the statutory sector. The 
enthusiasm and support of all the attendees lead to an initial grant of £50,000 
pledge as “seed money” by the Department of Health. A pilot was launched in 
November 2012, funded by Comic Relief covering the North East, North West, 
Isle of Man and Jersey.

Following a successful pilot The Silver Line was awarded a £5 million grant 
from the Big Lottery Fund in September 2013 to support part the fi rst two 
years operation. This grant has allowed the Silver Line to launch in time for 
Christmas – often the loneliest time of year for older people.

The Silver Line Helpline provides three functions to support older people:
 • a sign-posting service to link them into the many, varied services that 
exist around the country;
 • a befriending service to combat loneliness;
 • a means of empowering those who may be suffering abuse and neglect, 
if appropriate to transfer them to specialist services to protect them from harm.

0800 4708090
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Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner
 

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting, 
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and 

verruca treatments

All in the comfort of
your own home.

 
 

For more details 
please call:

07939-211003

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Instructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL

WITH Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Festive bin collections 
Rubbish and recycling collection crews will be working some Saturdays to catch up 
on changes over the Christmas break, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has 
announced.  

If your normal collections day
would be

Put your grey bin (and green bin if it is
your recycling week) out on

Wednesday 24 December No change

Thursday 25 December Monday 29 December

Friday 26 December Tuesday 30 December

Monday 29 December Wednesday 31 December

Tuesday 30 December Friday 2 January

Wednesday 31 December Saturday 3 January

Thursday 1 January Monday 5 January

Friday 2 January Tuesday 6 January

Monday 5 January Wednesday 7 January

Tuesday 6 January Thursday 8 January

Wednesday 7 January Friday 9 January

Thursday 8 January Saturday 10 January

Friday 9 January Monday 12 January

Monday 12 January Tuesday 13 January

Tuesday 13 January Wednesday 14 January

Wednesday 14 January Thursday 15 January

Thursday 15 January Friday 16 January

Friday 16 January Saturday 17 January

Christmas can mean extra rubbish, for example wrapping paper can’t be recycled. 
Therefore, in the first collection after Christmas ONLY extra sacks will be collected. 
Unless adverse weather affects bin rounds, collections should return to normal from 
Monday 19 January.
For more information about bin collections see www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/recycling
or call 01256 844844.
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December events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
 To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, or visit 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance booking is strongly 
recommended. To fi nd out more about Basingstoke Discovery Centre and Hampshire Libraries visit www.
hants.gov.uk/bsdc - http://www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm - https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC - 
https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeDC.

Barry LeJeune is Chairman of the London Transport Museum Friends.
He will look at the role of the London Transport Museum and its Friends in preserving London's transport 
heritage. He will also describe two recent, major projects: the restoration of a Victorian Metropolitan Line 
coach, as part of the celebrations of 150 years of London Underground in 2013; and the restoration of a 
1910 B-type bus in 2014 as part of the commemoration of the outbreak of World War One.

Reindeer & Stars
Two hour willow workshop Saturday 13th December 10:30 am & 1:30 pm (i.e. 2 workshops) £10, Ages 
10 – adult (Under 16s must be accompanied by a ticket-paying adult).

Take a break from shopping and have fun making some rustic Christmas decorations from willow. We will 
be making tiny reindeer, lots of simple stars to hang in your windows and a little woven tree. 
Suitable for ages 10 - adult.

Christmas Craft
Festive themed craft activities.
Monday 22nd December. 10 am - 12noon. FREE drop-in Ages 7+
Tuesday 23rd December. 2pm – 4 pm. FREE drop-in Ages 7+
Wednesday 24th December. 10am- 12noon. FREE drop-in Ages 7+

New Year Craft
Festive themed craft activities.
Monday 29th December. 10am - 12noon. FREE drop-in Ages 7+ 
Tuesday 30th December. 2 – 4pm. FREE drop-in Ages 7+
Wednesday 31st December. 10am - 12noon. FREE drop-in Ages 7+

Changes to Library Opening Times.
 As you are aware we are located in Potters Walk in Festival Place and on Sundays this part of 
the shopping centre does not attract the shoppers from the busier areas because the neighbouring retail 
units are closed. 
 We have reviewed the lower visitor numbers and recommended that we discontinue opening 
for 4 hours on Sundays. The benefi ts from the closure will be a saving on both the cost of utilities and 
cleaning. Most importantly the Sunday team will be able to transfer the number of hours they work into 
weekdays instead.
 We hope that customers will take advantage of the excellent opening hours still available 
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 6.30pm and on Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm. Even with a reduction from 62 to 
58 opening hours a week, Basingstoke Discovery Centre has the 2nd highest number of opening hours for 
a library site in Hampshire.
 After refurbishment by the library service Basingstoke Discovery Centre opened in 2010. It 
is one of the top performing venues in the library service and in 2013/14 it attracted more than 310,000 
visitors and issued 305,000 items. The venue includes a café, computers, free WiFi and rooms for hire 
including a community space.
 The last Sunday opening will be 21st December 2014.
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IS YOUR HOLIDAY PAY BEING CALCULATED CORRECTLY?

Gill Brown, Head of the Employment Team at Phillips Solicitors tells us that it is now official
that in calculating the amount an employee is entitled to be paid for holiday pay, employers
must include in their calculation not only basic pay but all remuneration including
commission and overtime pay.

A recent ruling confirmed that for the purpose of calculating holiday pay, commissions
earned by an employee had to be taken into account when working out holiday pay. The
issue that was left outstanding related to whether or not non guaranteed overtime also
formed part of an employee’s remuneration for the purposes of calculating the amount of
holiday pay they should receive. This decision was left to the Employment Appeals Tribunal
(EAT) to decide and they have ruled that, “Yes it does.”

Employers have traditionally only based holiday pay calculations on basic pay. Some
employers even employ staff on a part time basis and get them to make up their hours with
overtime specifically to keep down their holiday pay liability to part time pay only. Well no
more – employers will now have to include both commission and over time when calculating
holiday on the basis of “a week’s pay” under the provisions of the Working Time Regulations.

The other matter that was considered in this landmark case by the EAT related to claims for
back dated holiday pay. Clearly there is potential for these to arise thick and fast. There has
been some effort to limit such claims by suggesting that where there has been more than a 3
month gap between underpayments of holiday pay, then the right to claim back payment of
arrears of holiday pay will be lost. This would limit any claim for arrears of holiday pay to
holiday that was taken within the last 3 months plus any other holiday that fell within the 3
months preceding that. Watch this space, however, as this will no doubt be appealed.

If you believe that you are or have been underpaid in respect of holiday pay then please
don’t hesitate to ask us for advice by contacting Gill Brown or Karen Bristow in the
Employment Team at Phillips on 01256 854605 or email gill.brown@phillips law.co.uk

IS YOUR HOLIDAY PAY BEING CALCULATED CORRECTLY?

Gill Brown, Head of the Employment Team at Phillips Solicitors tells us that it is now offi  cial that 
in calculaƟ ng the amount an employee is enƟ tled to be paid for holiday pay, employers must 
include in their calculaƟ on not only basic pay but all remuneraƟ on including commission and 
overƟ me pay.  

A recent ruling confi rmed that for the purpose of calculaƟ ng holiday pay, commissions earned 
by an employee had to be taken into account when working out holiday pay.  The issue that 
was leŌ  outstanding related to whether or not non-guaranteed overƟ me also formed part of an 
employee’s remuneraƟ on for the purposes of calculaƟ ng the amount of holiday pay they should 
receive.  This decision was leŌ  to the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) to decide and they have 
ruled that, “Yes it does.”

Employers have tradiƟ onally only based holiday pay calculaƟ ons on basic pay.   Some employers 
even employ staff  on a part-Ɵ me basis and get them to make up their hours with overƟ me 
specifi cally to keep down their holiday pay liability to part-Ɵ me pay only.  Well no more – 
employers will now have to include both commission and over-Ɵ me when calculaƟ ng holiday on 
the basis of “a week’s pay” under the provisions of the Working Time RegulaƟ ons.  

The other maƩ er that was considered in this landmark case by the EAT related to claims for back 
dated holiday pay.  Clearly there is potenƟ al for these to arise thick and fast.  There has been 
some eff ort to limit such claims by suggesƟ ng that where there has been more than a 3 month 
gap between underpayments of holiday pay, then the right to claim back payment of arrears of 
holiday pay will be lost.   This would limit any claim for arrears of holiday pay to holiday that was 
taken within the last 3 months plus any other holiday that fell within the 3 
months preceding that.  Watch this space, however, as this will no doubt 
be appealed.

If you believe that you are or have been underpaid in respect of holiday 
pay then please don’t hesitate to ask us for advice by contacƟ ng Gill Brown 
or Karen Bristow in the Employment Team at Phillips on 01256 854605 or 
email gill.brown@phillips-law.co.uk
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy secure and 
stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons a week

Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area and a 

playground
Ofsted report - Good

 Nursery Grants available for 2 and 3 years old

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com
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 MFC Popley Youth, a FA Charter Standard Club is pleased to announce and 
invite teams of all Youth Football to enter the MFC Popley Youth Annual 
Tournament for 2015. Following on from the successful 2014 Tournament, 
where over 100 teams participated in two days of fantastic football, the 
Tournament is planned to be bigger and better than previous years with ALL age 
groups being fully competitive! The U7 & U8 teams will be playing 5-A-SIDE 
and U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 teams playing 6-A-SIDE.

Date(s): Saturday 9th May & Sunday 10th May
Venue: Carpenter’s Down Open Space, Popley Fields, Basingstoke.

Entry Fee:  £30 per team (up to 8 Players per team)*

 To register your club/teams, please contact the Tournament Director to obtain a 
booking form and team sheets.

Tournament Contact Email: tournament@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Tournament Contact Phone Number: 07884 185 693.

 The ever popular MFC Popley Race Night is back!!
 Scheduled to be held in February 2015, the Race Night has proved to be a fantastic 
social event bringing together everyone involved with the Club at every level.
 More details will be posted nearer to the actual date, so keep 'em peeled!!
 Are you, or do you know someone, interested in coaching youth football? 
 If so, we are looking to recruit new volunteer coaches into MFC Popley Youth.  
Experience is not necessarily required, as full training will be arranged by the club, but a 
passion for football and teaching children how to play the game at grassroots level is a must. 
Please contact the club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk or contact Ian Davies, on 
07884 185693 for more details.
 We are always looking to get more parents involved actively with MFC Popley Youth, 
especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s) and the set up of the 
pitches and Respect lines. So if you are interested in helping out please make yourself known 
to either the Club Chairman Ian Davies or to the manager of your particular age group.
 Do you know a Year R or Year 1 child, boy or girl, who wants to get into football? 
The Club is now recruiting for 'All Stars Players'. If you would like your child to join, or if you 
have any further questions, please contact Sophie Yadegar, All Stars Coach, on 07896 708 252 
or by email: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk.

Contact the club - 
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Club Chairman & Club Secretary:   Club Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi cer:
Ian Davies     Nicci Gambrell
Mob: 07884 185693    Mob: 07990 520956
Email: ian.davies.2010@live.co.uk   Email: mfcpopleyyouth@live.co.uk

Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Allstars Recruitment: Allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

 You can also get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @
MFC_PopleyYouth. Also, each MFC Popley Youth age group has a dedicated page on Facebook.
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Sue’s Driving
School
01256 470483
07790 686749

www.suesdrivingschool.com

10 to 16 year old Tui  on also available

1 to 1 tuiƟ on
Theory Test 

TuiƟ on
Mock Tests
Pass Plus

Motorway 
TuiƟ on

Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035

Looking for some part-time work?
Are you retired, semi-retired or just looking 

for a change of direction?

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY TECHNICIAN
To support Graphics and Resistant Materials
Hours are negotiable, salary upon request

Term-time only

 We are looking for someone to work within the 
Academy to be responsible for preparing, organising and 
maintaining materials and equipment for classroom use, to 
enhance learning.
 If you have some practical experience of preparing 
materials for design based work, as well as using, cleaning and 
maintaining tools then this may be the job for you.
 Your experience may be from a previous job, or 
you may just be a DIY enthusiast.
 Everest Community Academy is committed to 
safeguarding and protecting the welfare of children and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
 A Criminal Records Disclosure at Enhanced Level 
will be required for all posts.
 For further information or an application pack 
please contact
 Christine Thresher on 01256 337590 or email cthresher@
everestcommunityacademy.org

Th e Hermit
Barbershop

Traditional Barbers.

01256 321477
3 Elmwood Parade

Elmwood Way, Winklebury, Basingstoke. 
RG23 8LL
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442

   We have Popley Explorers Pre-school Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 3pm. For full 
details ring Sharon on 363156.
   We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
   Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm  Come along and join in 
the fun.
   Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New  members 
are welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments are also available and it 
fi nishes around about 10pm.
   Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat  5pm until 7pm. For details ring Miss Lackey on 
321160. 
   If you like to dance we have street dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for ages from 
two and a half year olds to adults, 4.30 until 5.30pm. For full details contact Samantha on 
07811299484.
   Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.

     Friday night is available for hire.
The hall is also available to hire for parties at reasonable rates 

for details ring Janet on 363156.
 A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 
EVERY ONE FROM BERMUDA COMMUNITY.

Tree Upgrades
 Over next the coming few months Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council will be removing some trees from Abbey Road, both from adjacent to 
the ring road and also within the estate. 
 The trees are being removed because they are either in poor condition 
or because they have grown to such an extent that they are now touching or 
overshadowing nearby properties. 
 In some locations, appropriate replacement trees will be planted. The 
council is doing this work as part of a new strategy to remove trees that are 
considered to be a nuisance to residents and to ensure that they are meeting 
their duty of care as a landowner.
 If you live on Abbey Road and want more 
information please call the council on 01256 844844.
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Diaries from the  Old Codger
 I hope you all have a good Christmas this year. Think 
of the many that do not have what many of us have around the 
world.  If you can give in some way then others will benefi t 
from your generosity.
 December 1914 and they said the war would be all 
over by now! We will see that this waste of so many human lives achieved very 
little, except that many more also gave their lives in future wars. 
 As you read this December issue of Popley Matters, I hope that I will 
have had my heart operation and will be back home.  It came so quickly I did 
not know what hit me, or should I say Her Indoors and me. The fi rst words from 
her when we left the hospital were “Don’t you dare pop off on me. I have just 
spent a small fortune on the wet room”. I know we have a very strong family so 
they will support her but as the doctor said to his staff member this is The Old 
Codger and he is INDESTRUCTIBLE. See as I have been saying all along, only 
a silver bullet will do the job. When it came out of the blue we were expecting 
to be told “Keep taking the pills George.” But in the next minute it was “We will 
get you in on Sunday! Still with only four days to think about it, it left no time 
to worry.
 This year so much has been going on not only the 70th anniversary of 
D-day but also the start of WW1. I was very proud that the British Legion used 
my poem, but also that a young man that had served in the armed forces recently 
and is now in the Metropolitan Police Force is leaving a copy on the Cenotaph 
in London.
 The Poppies at the Tower of London have captured the imagination of 
so many, a very poignant tribute. The money raised will all go to good causes. 
I wish I had been able to go to see it.
 Well children I hope you have been good over the last year, Santa is 
coming. So help mum and dad, plus your friends as much as you can, do your 
homework when told to and be good when out playing. Mums and dads if you 
are going out for a drink, please leave those car keys 
indoors.

Happy Healthy Christmas and New Year to you all from 
The Old Codger

stop press;- George home and doing well
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            Guide Dogs
Chilworth Point 1
Chilworth Road 
Southampton 

         Hampshire 
SO16 7JQ 

email: southampton@guidedogs.org.uk 
Tel: 0845 372 7428 Fax: 0845 372 7486 

www.guidedogs.org.uk

Hello

Would you like to make a real practical difference to a blind or partially 
sighted person? Would you like to be instrumental in helping someone to 
participate more fully in their local community and work towards greater 
independence? 

Guide Dogs is currently seeking volunteers to do just that as part of their 
ground breaking My Guide scheme. The role involves providing sighted guide 
assistance to an individual in and around the Basingstoke area, helping them 
to practise local routes, and in particular with an interest in football. In this 
case we are looking for a male volunteer. 

This exciting and fulfilling volunteer opportunity would suit someone who likes 
to get out and about, lives in Basingstoke or the surrounding area and could 
spare one to two hours a week for between three to six months. Full My Guide 
training and ongoing support and supervision are provided.  Volunteers must 
be 18+ and would require a DBS check. 

To find out more about how you could help towards a blind or partially 
sighted person getting more out of life, contact Hazel Dyson, Volunteering 
Consultant on 0845 372 7428 or at hazel.dyson@guidedogs.org.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you soon 

Yours faithfully 

Hazel Dyson 
Volunteering Consultant 



Please contact us for further 
information or to arrange a visit

Call 01256 441 459  

Marnel Lodge Care Home  |  www.barchester.com
Carter Drive, off Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9UL

(If using a sat nav please enter RG24 9DR)

Choosing the right care home
for Mum was made easier.

T hank you, 
Marnel !

Lodge

From the moment my mother and I first visited
Marnel Lodge, we knew we had found
somewhere pretty special. Elegant surroundings,
delicious food and beautiful gardens were made
even more appealing by the presence of like-
minded residents with whom she can socialise
and enjoy activities. For my part, knowing that
she’s safe in the care of such a dedicated and
compassionate team gives me great peace of
mind. And for that I’m extremely grateful. 

• Nursing Care  
• Residential Care 
• Dementia Care  
• Respite Care 
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FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers 
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,     
please ask and we will try to get it for you.


