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Message from the Editor:-As I sit and write the Editor’s 
message there are warnings of cold, icy and maybe up to six 
inches of snow on the way. Popley is a great community and I 
am sure you will look out for your friends and neighbours to see 
if any of them need help.
We try to keep you informed about events and articles of interest 
in your Popley Matters but we are always looking for more clubs 
and groups that are held in Popley or Popley residents use. If you 
have a club or group please let us know. There will hopefully 

be some big improvements in our community centres and the clubs; events are 
advertised for Melrose Hall on page 11 and Bermuda Hall on page 24 although we 
have not received anything from Popley Fields, you can phone them on 414494. 
There is a cycling and repair programme over the next couple of months.
We wish our Popley resident contestant Nicola Ascroft good luck and you can read 
about her and the competition on page 14 and 15.
We have a great team of volunteers and people that write for us but we always are 
looking for people to become involved. 
There is no article from The Old Codger this month as he has 
been quite poorly. I hope you get better soon and will be back in 
form enough to write next month. 
I can’t wait for the spring and warm sunny weather I love to see 
all the fl owers and vegetables starting to grow and hopefully a 
good harvest after a sunny summer.
You contact me on 01256 819924 or email: editor@popleymatters.
org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,  the members of the 
committee, or Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
and Richard Haver; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney; Chris Martin; and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Amanda Bellamy; Elaine Dennis; Tony Frankum; Pat Hamilton, Stacey Hart; Michael Hatter; Richard 
Haver; Kyle and Stuart Humphries;  Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick Lloyd; Ann Marke; 
Chris Martin; Clare Martin; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Janet Payne; Michael Portlock; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith; Christine Taylor; 
Keith Theobald; Janet Ward; Carole Whetton; and Jeremy Willmott

Advertising Index
Jonathan Williams Independent 
Funeral Directors Page 2
AAA Clearance House and Garden Page 2
NCA Services Page 2
PC Martin Page 2
BCS Access and Maintenance Ltd  Page 4
Steve Rayner Accountancy Page 4
Unique Block Paving Page 4
Bryant & Freeman Motor Engineers Page 4
Angela M Rabess Page 6
Abbey Road Grooming Page 6
Mark and Christine Best Page 6
The Hermit BarberShop Page 6
Schaffer’s Pet Services Page 7 

JBDrive Page8
Happy Tails Grooming Page 8
PKG Plumbing & Tiling Page 8
Domestic Oven Cleaning Page 8
Spencer & Peyton Ltd Page 10
SqueekyKlean Page 10
Sarah Hamlin Foot Health Page 10
M H Autos Page 10 
Floor Coverings Southern Page 13
The Apollo Hotel Page 13
Astral TV Repair Page 13
Sue’s Driving School Page 13
Oakley Windows Page 16
Sentinel Housing Association Page 18

Everest Health & Leisure Club Page 20
1st Response Page 22
Piccolo Pre-school Nursery Page 22
Your Local Locksmith Page 22
The Barber Shop Page 22
Phil Della-Savina Carpets Page 25
IPS Hair Page 25
MMc Electrical Page 25
Mickey’s Handyman Services Page 25
SmithieLED Page 27
Barchester Marnel Lodge     Inside B/P
Fastfare Store Back Page
Fastfare Pharmacy Back Page

Thank you for your support

Sub Editor
Paul Frankum

Editor
Jane Frankum



Page 1

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think you would like to join us, please call 

01794 522106 or  

email your CV to: enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 

R.C.S LTD 
 

 IS a community organisation delivering 
training and support in Hampshire. As part of 
our work we provide adult learning training, 
back to work support, play schemes and play 

days, crèche services and NVQ training in 
childcare. We are looking for enthusiastic and 
professional people who want to work with us, 

to support other people to progress – 
INTERESTED? 

LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE F0R 2015? 

 

WE ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING in Andover, Basingstoke, 
Romsey, Winchester, New Forest and Havant 

Adult Learning Tutors (variety of subjects) 
Crèche Workers 
Play Workers 
Learning Support Assistants 
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers
 IT Consultancy
 Computer and laptop repair
 Hardware and software repair
 IT equipment & Supplies with  
 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fi xyourcomp.co.uk
www.fi xyourcomp.co.uk

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com
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Popley East: Th e General and local Elections 
will be held on Th ursday 7 May 2015. 
Because the Spotlight Centre is not available we have 
agreed that the replacement polling station will be 
St Gabriel’s Church in Tewksbury Road. Albeit this 
will obviously not be ideal for some of those voters 
who have most recently used the Spotlight Centre. 
We are grateful to the Church for its support on this 
matter. Th e only other alternative was a school and 
we would not like to see the school close for a day.
We encourage the use of Postal Votes for electors 
and details about the way postal votes can be 
obtained will be advertised shortly. We are happy 
to assist with this as your local Councillors. Clearly 
locating polling stations that are conveniently sited 
for all voters in any ward is diffi  cult.
Please look out for the activities being organised at 
the Popley Fields Community Centre encouraging 
people to get involved with cycling. Th rough to 
March there are guided family bike rides and 
bike maintenance sessions there, together with 
free bike check- ups and basic repairs. Th ese are 
likely to be popular and can be booked on www.
myjourneyhampshire.com/basingstokecycle. 
We expect to see work starting on Chineham House 
shortly bringing it back into use, and included in 
this work will be the provision of a small community 
facility with access for those with disabilities.
Cllr Viv Washbourne  tel 07900890088
Cllr David Potter tel 07941507801

Popley West: The Local Infrastructure 
Fund will go before Cabinet this month. Your 
Popley Councillors have supported bids by 
Popley Fields Community Centre, Melrose Hall 
and the community group in St Gabriel’s Church 
all for improvements for facilities in Popley. 
During the next phase we will be supporting 
funds for Bermuda Hall and for a community 
room for Chineham House.
We att ended and spoke at the licence review 
called by the police for The Popinjay pub. There 
had been so many problems in recent years in 
the past. It used to cater more for the community. 
We wanted the brewery managers to put in an 
experienced landlord and start to bring it back 
as a community facility. We certainly would not 
like to see it demolished or turned into fl ats, it is 
the last public house in Popley. There are a lot of 
conditions and they have new management and 
they want to return it to a family friendly place. 
We will be keeping an eye on it.
With the expectation of worsening winter 
weather we have asked that all salt bins are 
fi lled, but would ask that you respect that it is 
for public highways to enable residents to be 
able to get to work, shops or vital appointments. 
Please don’t use cat litt er as it holds the water 
and refreezes like black ice. It can also rot your 
carpets when you walk back indoors.
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924

Councillors’ Page: There is a very helpful website if you have problems with street lighting - 
you can pinpoint the light and report any faults on line. http://www.lightsoninhampshire.co.uk/Public/
Default.aspx.It has every light on every street in Hampshire and the number on the lamppost to use.
There are a number of paths in Popley that are being repaired or resurfaced at present, it may be 
inconvenient for a while with some of them being closed off in sections, but they really do need to 
be done. Most paths are Hampshire County Councils responsibility but some paths may belong to 
the housing association or even not yet adopted especially in the newer developments.
Merton Schools expansion is proceeding well, and the liaison group made up of staff, residents, 
builders, Hampshire County Council Offi cers and Popley West councillors will meet again next 
week to discuss any issues. The expansion of Marnel Schools in Popley east will be progressing soon 
too. I know the staff and children are looking forward to some new facilities that will be in the new 
buildings. 
Cllr Paul Frankum and I had a meeting with Basingstoke and County offi cers to discuss the next 
phase, the responses from the residents and the possible options of the yellow lines proposal in 
Marnel Park. You can read the statement we requested from the offi cers on page 11. The options will 
go for the decision by Basingstoke and Deane Executive Members of the cabinet. We will of course 
report back the outcome in the next issue of Popley Matters after it has gone to the cabinet meeting. 
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 
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Autumn Visit to Minsk
 
I knew before I arranged this visit that I would not be able to stay with the usual family for my 
whole stay.  This was due to their friends from the Gomel Region of Belarus needing to stay in 
Minsk for hospital appointments.
Ella, who I met in 1995, found a small, cheap hotel for the remainder of this trip.  However, as 
is typical of Belarus, everything changed! 
The week before I was due to depart I received a frantic email from Ella telling me the hotel 
was now closing for redecoration! 
Lena, an associate professor of English from the Belarusian State University, emailed me say 
everything’s OK, a retired Russian businessman of her acquaintance,  had offered to let me stay 
with his family. His 14 year old son spoke reasonably good English.
On the fi rst Monday of my stay in the palatial fl at of the retired businessman I was at the 
Linguistic University seeing some students when another frantic ‘phone call from Lena 
informing me some relatives from Russia will be arriving so I can only stay in this fl at for one 
week! 
Luckily, Olga, who I’d only met that morning, with her students, immediately said: “Don’t 
worry you can stay with me!”
Olga’s husband died two years ago and she has two sons, one of whom is married, and her 
younger son, Nazar, lives at home as he’s 16 years old and still at school.  Nazar is a keen 
basketball player and is about 7 feet tall!
Olga had to go on an educational course for 2 days and as she left she told me: “Make sure 
Nazar behaves himself!” Why she thought a strapping 16 year old would take any notice of me 
is beyond me! Surprisingly, he made sure we had plenty to eat and insisted on making me a cup 
of tea when I came in late!
Both Olga and Nazar want me to stay with them on my next visit.
The warmth and generosity of the people of Belarus, who struggle to make ends meet, never 
ceases to amaze me!
As usual I was invited to speak to hundreds of students at 5 universities, some of whom I saw 
at least twice!
Two events made my amusing and entertaining the students worthwhile; in one lesson a very 
attractive blonde student sat in front 
of me just smiling for the whole 
lesson.  When I saw the same group 
for the second time she didn’t stop 
talking! She explained I’d given her 
the confi dence to speak English!
A different student from a different 
group managed to say a few words 
and wanted her photograph taken 
with me as I’d ‘inspired’ her to 
speak English! Terry Jones Abbey 
Road
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Th e Hermit
Barbershop

Traditional Barbers.

01256 321477
3 Elmwood Parade

Elmwood Way, Winklebury, Basingstoke. 
RG23 8LL

Local blind couple are looking for 
a personal assistant.

 We are a local blind couple in 
Oakridge,  and we are looking for a person that 
can help us with some day to day tasks and 
enable us to become independent as a whole.
 To help with general day to day 
duties, like shopping, socialising, banking etc.
 Must be trustworthy, honest, friendly 
and a car owner.
 This job is a part time position and 
hours per week are fl exible.
 Sighted guide training will be given 
to the right person.

Please contact us on:
Mobiles:

07718 072144 Or: 07711 692633
Or Email: Mark.best5@btinternet.com

to arrange an informal interview.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Mark and Christine Best.

Book your appointment now on 01256 336161

Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner
 

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting, 
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and 

verruca treatments

All in the comfort of
your own home.

 
 

For more details 
please call:

07939-211003
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Improve your Money Management?
 
The CAP Money Course is a 5 session course devised by the award winning 
debt counselling charity, ChrisƟ ans Against Poverty.
 
During these sessions you will learn:
 1. How to build and live on a budget. 
 2. How to use a money system that works for you.
 3. The importance of saving money and using cash for certain 
things.
 
Another unique benefi t of CAP Money is that, if you discover that you 
can’t balance your budget and pay off  any debts, you will be able to access 
CAP Money Plus. This is an Internet-based debt counselling service from 
ChrisƟ ans Against Poverty.
 
Learning how to manage your money will free you up to enjoy life and we 
look forward to meeƟ ng you.
 
The course is free and starts 
February 24th, 10.30-11.30am at 
St Gabriel’s Church. Young children 
are welcome and you will be enƟ tled 
to a free drink from our Hope cafe 
during each session.
 
Debi John and Emily Mean will be 
hosting the course.
 
For more informaƟ on go to: www.
capuk.org and book your place. 
You can also call St Gabriel’s Church 
offi  ce on: 01256 324734

Schaffer’s Pet Services
Friendly Popley Based Pet Services

Schaffer’s Pet Services offer a range of 
services, from:

Dog Walking - Pet Sitting - Holiday 
Cover

Quote: 
‘SPSPM1’ and 
get your fi rst 

hour, half price

Telephone: 
0794 111 3046

schafferspetservices@outlook.com

http://schafferspetservic.wix.com/
schafferspetservices
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Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk
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Dear Friends

As I write, I have just returned from St Gabriel’s and a packed and enjoyable Family 
Communion service.  It was great to welcome Gareth from the Christian organisation CAP - 
Christians Against Poverty - as our guest speaker. He spoke from Matthew’s gospel chapter 
25  “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

 Gareth spoke with passion of their organisation’s desire to help those trapped by debt and 
poverty; something in our culture that is so easy to get caught up in. To date CAP have helped 
over 20,000 people to be released from the burden and stress of living with excessive debt. 
Last year alone they helped over 6,000 families nationwide.  It is absolutely vital work and a 
living demonstration of the love of Christ for all.

What does that mean for us? St Gabriel’s is launching the CAP Money Management course, 
which is open to everyone and is free of charge.  It is not exceptionally for those caught 
up in debt but for anyone looking to better manage their fi nances. Having been down that 
road I know how destructive debt and fi nancial worries can be to family and other precious 
relationships. But you needn’t be alone!

Family and community are vital aspects of what it is to be human and there seems to be 
an innate sense that compels us to help one another and the stranger in our midst when 
diffi culties arise.  

As the church begins another journey through the year we are already looking towards Lent 
and Easter. Much of our time will be taken looking at Jesus’ journey with his family, friends 
and community and how we as Christians refl ect that in our everyday lives today.  God 
created us to live in families and communities, Jesus taught us what is means to be committed 
to that end and how, when we strive for the common good, how much happier we can be and 
how much more we can achieve together.

St Gabriel’s regards itself as a family – there to help and support in the tough times as 
well as rejoicing together in the good.  If you would like to learn more of what it is to be 
part of Jesus’ family then why not join us one Sunday. I promise you will be amazed and 
richly blessed by the experience.  If you would like to know more about the CAP Money 
Management Course then please see Debi’s article on page 8 in this month’s magazine or give 
me a call on 324734. In the meanwhile I continue to wish you peace for the coming year.

With every blessing.

Arthur
Vicar

St Gabriel’s 
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Oven Looking Grubby?
Windows Lost Their Sparkle?

We Specialise In:

Oven Cleaning
Traditional Window Cleaning
Non caustic solutions used

100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

01256 633683
www.squeekykleanovens.co.uk

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 
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Fancy a brew and a chat? Come along to our Community Café, 
every Thursday 9.30-11.30am. A friendly group, everyone is 
welcome, young or old.

Calling all gardeners!!! Spring is just around the corner and 
we are looking for volunteers to help maintain our community 
gardens, individuals or groups. All tools are provided and we 

have a small budget for plants. Contact Vicki in the offi ce for further details.
WHATS ON IN February:

MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:     10.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People 
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:   9.30am  Slimming World
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:     DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     6.30-7.45pm  MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
     8.00- 9.15pm age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY:    9.00am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:    Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 

for times of services. 
     
Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding 
receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please Ring Vicki Jackson 
on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@
btconnect.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

Parking Restrictions in Marnel Park?
 Councillors have recently met with offi cers of the borough and county 
councils to review the outcome of the advertised parking controls. All of the 
representations that were received to the advertisement have been summarised 
and will be included in a report that is to be considered via the borough council’s 
Executive Decision making process. Notifi cation of the council’s decision will 
be sent to objectors and those in support of the proposals. 
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A very Happy New Year to you all; the festive period 
seems such a long time ago now… 
The children have settled back to school really well 
and I do enjoy popping into classrooms sharing their 
learning with them. Year 3 have started a book study, 
Year 4 are investigating Pirates, Year 5 are studying 
The Saxons and Vikings and Year 6 are going on an 
adventure with Paddington to Peru! 
 
Last week we responded to requests to hold a red, 
white & blue day in memory of Jayden—thank you to 
everyone who took part. £73 was raised which will 
go to Naomi House Children’s Hospice.  

Maths Parents’ Meeting: Maths at Merton! 
We have been working hard to develop and improve 
maths in school; we had a successful Local Authority visit 
last November which praised the maths work children 
were doing. We have planned two Maths Parents’ 
Meetings to share some hints and tips with parents to help 
support children at home, and explain number 
progression of skills in school. We can also answer any 
questions that parents may have. 

Calling all parents and friends of Merton Juniors… Can you spare half an 
hour? We are looking for helpers to listen to the children read—if you think 
you could lend a hand please pop into the office and speak to one of our love-
ly office ladies—alternatively, call us on 01256 326573. 

Join us for Race Night: 
Friday 30th January from 6pm! 

Merton Junior School 
Be wise, together we succeed 

Helping Out... 

We are raising funds for our children to compete in Rock 
Challenge©, a dance competition, and are holding a Race 
Night on Friday 30th January from 6pm—come and join in 
to win yourself some prizes! 

Merton Junior School would like to wish everyone the very 
best for 2015. 
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W
edding 

Packages

from £3500

T: +44 (0) 1256 796700       F: +44 (0) 1256 796794
E: weddings@apollohotels.com      W: www.apollohotels.com

THE APOLLO HOTEL BASINGSTOKE
WEDDING EXPERIENCE

2015/2016 Weddings Special Offer
Book your 2015/2016 Wedding at Apollo Hotel between 24th January & 

7th March 2015 and select three fantastic add-ons to your wedding package!

See website for choice of add-ons.

Weddings booked for a Friday or Sunday in 2015 & 2016
will also receive a £750 bar credit

Offers apply to new bookings only, terms and conditions apply.

Wedding Open Morning
Saturday 2nd May 2015,

10.30am – 1.00pm

Wedding Fayre
Sunday 22nd February 2015,

11am – 4pm

Sue’s Driving
School
01256 470483
07790 686749

www.suesdrivingschool.com

10 to 16 year old Tui  on also available

1 to 1 tuiƟ on
Theory Test 

TuiƟ on
Mock Tests
Pass Plus

Motorway 
TuiƟ on

Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035
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 Popley Local Beauty Bids for Crown!

A Basingstoke beauty queen has been grafting hard to be crowned Miss 
Hampshire 2015. Nicola Ascroft, 21, of Hargreaves Close in Everest Park, 
will face a group of other hopefuls for the county’s crown.

After attending the Miss England auditions earlier this year, Nicola won 
through to the Miss Hampshire regional heats and is now a fi nalist in the 
competition.

The Miss Hampshire winner will go on to enter the Miss England 
competition.

Nicola said: “I am so excited, to be honest it is great to have a goal to 
work towards and I have been enjoying all the work that comes with it.”

There are two compulsory categories that the fi nalists have to take part 
in – a Charity Queen category and Eco Queen category.

In the Charity Queen category, Nicola has to raise money for “Beauty 
with a Purpose”, the charity associated with Miss World focusing on 
humanitarian projects around the world.

For the Eco Queen category, contestants design their own dress using 
recycled and economic materials.

Contestants have the option to enter into four other categories – a Talent 
category to display their skills; a PR category, where they have to show 
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their adeptness at reaching media outlets; a Photography Award, where 
they are snapped by a professional photographer who then chooses the 
most photogenic queen; and a Social Media category, where contestants 
have to gain the most likes on their photo posted on the Miss Hampshire 
Facebook page.

Nicola is proud to be taking part in all categories.

There is also a Miss Popularity award - where the public are able to 
text vote who they want to be crowned as their Miss Hampshire. Voting 
details are available on the Miss England website www.missengland.
info/regionals/hampshire. There is a small charge to vote and terms and 
conditions can be found on the website.

Nicola said: “If I were to win, I would really be proud and would look forward 
to representing Hampshire in any way I can. It is absolutely amazing to 
have reached this stage.”

Nicola runs a beauty salon in Sherfi eld-on-Loddon – D and D Beauty – 
and is following in the footsteps of her mother whilst also working as a 
hairdresser at Radiance Hair and Beauty in Pamber Heath.

“I have always been around the beauty industry. 
My mother has her own salon and it is just 
something I grew up with,” said Nicola.

So please, Popley, vote and support Nicola 
Ascroft in her bid to become our Miss Hampshire 
2015!

The winner of Miss Hampshire will be crowned 
on Saturday 14th March 2015.
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Time to Consider Your Lasting Power of Attorney
By Michael Le Fort, Head of Wills & Probate

Amongst the various pressures that all of us are under considering our plans for the future;
we increasingly have to think about our mental capacity and how this might change. 850,000
approximately will be affected by dementia this year alone. It is estimated that by 2025 the
figure will be closer to 1 million and that it will continue to rise. 1 in 6 people over the age of
80 suffer from dementia and there are 40,000 people under the age of 65 with dementia.

Dementia is just one example of why it is so important to consider arranging Lasting Powers
of Attorney (LPA). These legal documents allow you to appoint an Attorney, often your
spouse, partner or perhaps one or more of your children, to make certain decisions on your
behalf if you no longer can.

There are two types of LPA. The Property and Affairs LPA allows your Attorney to deal with
your finances, dealing with paying your bills, collecting any income and benefits that you
might be entitled to and possibly selling you home should the need arise. The Health and
Welfare LPA allows your Attorney to make decisions about where you might live and your
day to day care but they would not be able to do so until you had lost mental capacity.

This may all seem a long way off, you may think that it does not apply to you. The reality is
that it is better to plan ahead because once you have lost mental capacity the time for you
to make these decisions for yourself will have passed. Like many matters it is lifetime
planning that can be most important and an LPA this is no different. If you wish to be the
architect of what should happen to you if you were to lose mental capacity then it is
important to make plans now. Should you fail to do so your family or friends would have to
apply to the Court of Protection to become your Deputy (a Court appointed Attorney); a
more time consuming and costly process that applying for an LPA.

For more information you can contact Michael Le Fort in the Wills &
Probate team on 01256 854637 or email michael.lefort@phillips
law.co.uk and visit our website at www.phillips law.co.uk

Time to Consider Your Lasting Power of Attorney
 By Michael Le Fort, Head of Wills & Probate

Amongst the various pressures that all of us are under considering our plans for the future; 
we increasingly have to think about our mental capacity and how this might change. 850,000 
approximately will be affected by dementia this year alone. It is estimated that by 2025 the fi gure 
will be closer to 1 million and that it will continue to rise. 1 in 6 people over the age of 80 suffer 
from dementia and there are 40,000 people under the age of 65 with dementia.
 
Dementia is just one example of why it is so important to consider arranging Lasting Powers of 
Attorney (LPA). These legal documents allow you to appoint an Attorney, often your spouse, 
partner or perhaps one or more of your children, to make certain decisions on your behalf if you 
no longer can.
 
There are two types of LPA. The Property and Affairs LPA allows your Attorney to deal with 
your fi nances, dealing with paying your bills, collecting any income and benefi ts that you might 
be entitled to and possibly selling you home should the need arise. The Health and Welfare LPA 
allows your Attorney to make decisions about where you might live and your day to day care but 
they would not be able to do so until you had lost mental capacity. 

This may all seem a long way off, you may think that it does not apply to you. The reality is that it 
is better to plan ahead because once you have lost mental capacity the time for you to make these 
decisions for yourself will have passed. Like many matters it is lifetime planning that can be most 
important and an LPA this is no different. If you wish to be the architect of what should happen to 
you if you were to lose mental capacity then it is important to make 
plans now. Should you fail to do so your family or friends would 
have to apply to the Court of Protection to become your Deputy 
(a Court appointed Attorney); a more time consuming and costly 
process that applying for an LPA. 

For more information you can contact Michael Le Fort in the 
Wills & Probate team on 01256 854637 or email michael.lefort@
phillips-law.co.uk and visit our website at www.phillips-law.co.uk 
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Top of the swaps
Whether you’ve got more space than you need, or if you need 
more room for your family to grow – you can fi nd the right home 
to suit you on HomeSwapper.
HomeSwapper is the national online home swap service that gives you 
instant access to over 290,000 available homes. It’s really quick and 
easy to use and best of all it’s free.
All you need to do is:

1. register online at www.HomeSwapper.co.uk

2. HomeSwapper automatically matches you to any potential 
swaps

3. they’ll email or SMS text you with details of those matches

4. you then use that information to fi nd your new home.

But don’t just take our word for it. Here’s what some successful 
swappers have said about using the service:
“6 weeks on here and I got a three way swap! I couldn’t be happier and 
couldn’t have done this without HomeSwapper!”
Janet Green
“We’ve just swapped from a 2 bedroom little fl at to a nice big 3 
bedroom house - so happy!”
Lucy Alden
“HomeSwapper was really good to use. I found someone who wanted 
to swap quickly. It’s a great service.”
Phil Huggins
You can fi nd out more about swapping your home at www.sentinelha.
org.uk/swappin gyourhome. 
If you need help putting your ad together or taking photos of your 
home – just call us on 0800 195 5515, from a landline, or 0300 666 
5515 from your mobile.
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Charity number 267734 Headquarters registration number 42755

News from the Cub section 
The Cub section has again have been very busy putting the OUT into ScOUTing and been 
away from the hall on a number of occasions.   They took part in a Photo Quiz in the town 
centre which involved taking a close-up photo of a building or object and answering 
questions  some of which required speaking to staff at both the Sports Centre and Festival 
Place Help Desk.  

The Pack visited Basingstoke Mosque to learn about 
the five ‘wisdoms’ of Islam and participated in a 
simulated prayer sequence.  For many the visit 
completed the requirements for the World Faiths’ 
activity badge which have since been presented.

Fours Cubs gained 
the Chief Scout’s 
Silver Award  the highest award in the Cub Section. 
The awards and certificates were presented by Andy 
Cullen District Commissioner, Basingstoke East Scouts.   
Bravo to Sam, Max, Rhiannon and Elise  

The Pack also went to the Basingstoke Fire Station and, as 
well doing most of the work involved in the Cub Fire 
Safety Badge, had the opportunity to look round, sit in the 
different 

fire engines and use one of the smaller fire hoses  to spray water all over the place!! 

Changes to activity programmes and badges.   
The Scout Association recently announced changes to badge requirements and introduced 
new badges for all sections.  Leaders are currently examining the new badges and 
reassessing programmes to keep abreast of developments and new requirements will be 
introduced gradually over the coming months.  New sectional logos also feature.  
Group ‘Guide Dog’ project 
The entire Group embarked on a new project to try to raise £5 000 to sponsor a Guide Dog. 
Parents have been asked to voluntarily increase their weekly subscription with all the extra 
being donated to the Guide Dogs’ charity. Other activities and events are planned over the 
coming year with different things to do as fund raising activities. With all three sections 
involved in the same vein  it will give everyone something to strive for as Group project. 

New recruits (both boys and girls) welcome in all sections – contact the leaders 
listed above or http:// www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts  Beavers aged 
6-8; Cubs 8-10½ ; Scouts 10½ to 14 years. 

Base 2000 continues to offer facilites for community groups other than scouts and 
guides and for meetings at very reasonable rates. Enquries 
bookings@base2000.co.uk or contact Colin Karslake 07796 772 500 



Page 20

Everest Health & Leisure Club 
Everest Community Academy, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP 
Main Reception:  01256 337573            Gym Team:  01256 337576 

FIRST CLASS FITNESS FACILITIES  
FOR ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

Pop in today for a tour of the facilities and to see 
what we can offer you!! 

In 2015 Everest Health and Leisure Club is the place to be.  
 

Join in February 2015* and get this month free 
    Direct Debit to start in March 

Peak £30 - Off Peak £15 
Minimum 3 months sign up!  

No admin fee 
Includes induction and programme if required 

 
(alternative up front cash payment Peak £100 Off Peak £60) 

“A welcoming, professional and results orientated club” 

* Terms and conditions apply 
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The ever popular MFC Popley Race Night is back!
This event will be held on Saturday 28 February at the Rucstall Club, Black 
Dam, starting at 7pm. Tickets are priced at £5 per adult and £1 per child. If 
you are interested in attending please talk to the manager of your age group, 
or a member of the committee, for more details.

Tournament news for 2015:

MFC Popley Youth, a FA Charter Standard Club is pleased to announce and invite teams of all 
Youth Football to enter the MFC Popley Youth  Annual Tournament for 2015. Following on from 
the successful 2014 Tournament, where over 100 teams participated in two days of fantastic 
football, the Tournament is planned to be bigger and better than previous years with ALL age 
groups being fully competitive! The U7 and U8 teams will be playing 5-A-SIDE and U9, U10, U11, 
U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 teams playing 6-a-side.

Date(s):     Saturday 9th May & Sunday 10th May
Venue:         Carpenter’s Down Open Space, Popley Fields, Basingstoke.
Entry Fee:  £30 per team (up to 8 Players per team)*

To register your club/teams, please contact the Tournament Director to obtain a booking form 
and team sheets. Tournament Contact Email: tournament@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk. Tournament 
Contact Phone Number: 07884 185 693.

Are you, or do you know someone, interested in coaching youth football? 
If so, we are looking to recruit new volunteer coaches into MFC Popley Youth.  Experience is not 
necessarily required, as full training will be arranged by the club, but a passion for football and 
teaching children how to play the game at grass roots level is a must. 
Please contact the club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk or contact Ian Davies, 
on 07884 185693 for more details.

We are always looking to get more parents involved actively with MFC Popley Youth, especially 
on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s) and the setup of the pitches and 
Respect lines. So if you are interested in helping out please make yourself known to either the 
Club Chairman, Ian Davies or to the manager of your particular age group.
Do you know a Year R or Year 1 child, boy or girl, who wants to get into football? 

The Club is now recruiting for ‘All Stars Players’. If you would like your child to join, or if you 
have any further questions, please contact Ian Davies, Club Chairman, on 07884 185693 or by 
email: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Contact the club - 
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman & Club Secretary:
Ian Davies
Mob: 07884 185693
Email: ian.davies.2010@live.co.uk
Club Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi cer:
Nicci Gambrell
Mob: 07990 520956
Email: mfcpopleyyouth@live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Allstars Recruitment: Allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

You can also get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @MFC_PopleyYouth 
#MFCPY. Also, each MFC Popley Youth age group has a dedicated page on Facebook.
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PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN 
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

We offer high quality care in a happy secure and 
stimulating environment

Term time only for children 2 years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons a week

Experience and qualifi ed staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area and a 

playground
Ofsted report - Good

 Nursery Grants available for 2 and 3 years old

For a prospectus call in or contact us
 on 075 287 26248

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne 
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com
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Woofs and Wellies
Sunday 19th April 2015

Starting at Home Farm, Farleigh Wallop, Basingstoke, RG25 2HX

St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to announce the return of their popular 
event Woofs and Wellies for 2015, giving you the exclusive chance to walk 

around the exquisite grounds of the Earl of Portsmouth.

Walkers with and without dogs are invited to explore the countryside of North 
Hampshire, with stunning views of rolling fi elds and breath-taking bluebells. 

You will have a choice of three beautiful routes comprising of a 5 mile, 8 
mile or a challenging 12 mile. Each route offers a mixture of fantastic trails, 
spectacular scenery and support from our enthusiastic St. Michael’s Hospice 

staff and dedicated volunteers. 

Please remember you do not have to have a dog to take part, so sign up now 
and spend a magnifi cent day in the Hampshire countryside. Unfortunately 

routes are unsuitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 

Entry fees are adults £10.00 and children (aged 16 and under) £4.00. Family 
entry fee includes two adults and two children for £22.00. Dogs go free! 

Registration is now open online at www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events 
Alternatively call the Fundraising Hotline on 01256 848848

Follow all the latest updates on;

 Twitter @smhbasingstoke #WoofsandWellies15 

Facebook (St. Michael’s Hospice North Hampshire)
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

TELEPHONE
OFFICE: 01256 363156

HALL: 01256 308442

 We have Popley Explorers Pre-school Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 3pm. For 
full details ring Sharon on 363156.
 We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
 Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6.30pm until 8pm  Come along and 
join in the fun.
 Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New  
members are welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments are also 
available and it fi nishes around about 10pm.
 Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat, 5pm until 7pm. For details ring Miss Lackey 
on 321160. 
 If you like to dance we have street dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for ages 
from two and a half year olds to adults, 4.30 until 5.30pm. For full details contact Samantha on 
07811299484.
 Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.
 Friday night club from 5pm - 6.30pm.

The hall is also available to hire for parties at reasonable rates 
For details, ring Janet on 363156.

The Marie Curie Daffodil Day
Happy New Year and thank you very much for your generosity at Chineham Shopping 
Centre last year; we raised an amazing £910.87.  Special thanks to Margaret Payne 
who stepped in at the last minute to manage the day.  The Town Centre raised £4,000.

Marie Curie Cancer Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their home and 
in some cases in hospices.  Unfortunately they are unable to provide nurses in the 
Basingstoke area but they do have nurses in other parts of Hampshire.  They also 
use the money to pay for research into Palliative Care which is shared with other 
organizations.

The major fundraising event of the year is the Daffodil Day which is the 7 March this 
year.  If you can spare an hour or more please call 
Sally or Wendy on 023 8026 3123 or go to mariecurie.
org.uk to register for a collection near you.
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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How can we help?

Other services

  Some of the above services are subject to availability and 
conditions apply.

Hitting the  
cold spots 
Helping you 
stay warm
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Please contact us for further 
information or to arrange a visit

Call 01256 441 459  

Marnel Lodge Care Home  |  www.barchester.com
Carter Drive, off Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9UL

(If using a sat nav please enter RG24 9DR)

Choosing the right care home
for Mum was made easier.

T hank you, 
Marnel !

Lodge

From the moment my mother and I first visited
Marnel Lodge, we knew we had found
somewhere pretty special. Elegant surroundings,
delicious food and beautiful gardens were made
even more appealing by the presence of like-
minded residents with whom she can socialise
and enjoy activities. For my part, knowing that
she’s safe in the care of such a dedicated and
compassionate team gives me great peace of
mind. And for that I’m extremely grateful. 

• Nursing Care  
• Residential Care 
• Dementia Care  
• Respite Care 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers 
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,     
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


