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Message from the Editor:-May, “Ne’er cast a clout till 
May be out” is a very old saying I remember my Granny saying, but 
as I look out the window the sun is shining and it is beginning to 
feel quite warm. However, I think I will still keep my jacket with me 
because our parents and grandparents were usually right with their 
advice. May also brings Popley Festival and it is an event I really look 
forward to. It is a lovely opportunity to meet up with so many friends. 
I remember one year it was so hot I got sunburnt and had to have a day 
off work, unpaid as my supervisor said it was “self-infl icted”; what an 
old misery she was! That year there were an estimated 15 thousand 

visitors. Let’s hope it is a warm and clear day this year. There are so many voluntary hours 
that go into running the festival.  On page 13 there is a new charity called “Parability”, St 
Michael’s Hospice have their now well established Sunfl ower and Fete on page 21. Also 
on that page is how our Popley resident did in the Miss Hampshire competition that can 
lead up to Miss England and fi nally Miss World. Basingstoke Cubs Scouts, Guides and 
Explorers are auditioning for the next “Gang Show”; read about it on page 24. Finally, on 
page 28 is an appeal for volunteers for Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Families Association 
(SSAFA). This is close to my heart as I spent a school summer holiday in one of their 
homes many years ago and I have fond memories of that time there.
We are desperate for some more residents to deliver Popley Matters 
especially in Oxford Way, Marston, Shrivenham, Banbury, Charlebury, 
Farringdon, Kiddlington, Risinghurst and Enysham, also Madeira and 
part of Abbey Road.  We also need a delivery manager for the Popley 
Islands area in a couple of months’ time; if you can help I can assure 
you of a warm welcome. Call me on 819924 or email me at editor@
popleymatters.org.uk

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
and Richard Haver; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney; Chris Martin; and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Amanda Bellamy; Elaine Dennis; Tony Frankum; Pat Hamilton, Stacey Hart; Michael Hatter; Richard 
Haver; Kyle and Stuart Humphries;  Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick Lloyd; Ann Marke; 
Chris Martin; Clare Martin; Jennifer Martin; Janet Payne; Michael Portlock; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobald; 
Janet Ward; Carole Whetton; and Jeremy Willmott
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for 
our home user and small business 
customers
 IT Consultancy
 Computer and laptop repair
 Hardware and software repair
 IT equipment & Supplies with  
 free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low 
cost services with a fi xed hourly rate of 
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674

services@fi xyourcomp.co.uk
www.fi xyourcomp.co.uk

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com
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Popley East: The contract for the 
Shakespeare Road Doctors surgery is up 
for renewal.
Under Government’s rules the practice 
must be put out to competitive tender with 
the risk that a private healthcare company, if 
they bid, could be chosen over the existing 
local GP team. The current GP Practice 
has made a real difference to health 
outcomes in our community, employing 
new ‘Practitioners’ who are already adding 
to the quality service the surgery offers. 
There is no certainty as to what shape a bid 
might take. Bidders will need to meet strict 
budgetary and clinical rules, which could 
mean changes to services. The Patient 
Group, and your Labour team, have raised 
serious concerns about this process, and 
will continue to work with local GPs to save 
our NHS surgery from privatisation.  
The General election on 7th May due to 
access problems, the polling station has 
been moved from the Spotlight centre to 
St Gabriel’s church in Tewkesbury Close. 
There is no change to the polling station at 
Popley Fields Community Centre. 
Cllr David Potter 07941507801.
Cllr Viv Washbourne 07900890088

Popley West: We have contacted the 
tree department at the council to ask when 
the tree cutt ing will be fi nished in Abbey 
Road. We were assured that the trunks and 
stumps that are still left will be att ended 
to. It will take specialist equipment to 
remove them safely and to ensure there 
is no damage to the surrounding area 
especially along the bund by the A339 
Ringway North.  Work is due to start by 
the end of April.
There is a strip of land in Abbey Road 
that was just a jungle of brambles 
and overgrowing across the path. We 
complained and just the grass was 
cut. About eighteen months ago some 
residents cut down the eyesore and cleared 
it. It is now planted as a lovely garden 
area where they have put plants, a bird 
table and archway that will be covered by 
honeysuckle to att ract bees and butt erfl ies. 
However after a complaint by a resident 
they have been asked to remove the 
statues, bird table and feeder and the arch. 
Have you seen the garden and what do 
you think? Contact us details are below.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924

Councillors’ Page: There will be more road works around the A340 hospital 
entrances and the Aldermaston roundabout I will let you know the timescale in Popley 
Matters once I know.
 I am still waiting for the options to go to the portfolio holder for her to decide 
on the proposals for double yellow lines in Marnel Park. The options are to do nothing: 
to double yellow line where the drawings were published; or to restrict it to on corners 
and T junctions on the bus route with the option to review again in about six months to 
see what the impact has been.
 When I spoke to staff and governors of the Marnel Schools they were looking 
forward to the expansions and extra facilities that the children will have. There has been 
a lot of consultation with parents, staff, governors and Popley councillors to get the best 
for the school, children and nearby residents 
 There will be a boundary review on the boundaries of the Hampshire County 
Council. I expect there will be some changes as Popley has grown so large in numbers. 
The changes will be consulted on with you and come into practice in 2017, at the next 
County Council elections.  Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
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Great News for Local Hospital Radio in 
Basingstoke

Gold for Best Multi Presenter Programme.

 Yet again HRB have scooped a top award at the annual National Hospital Radio 
Awards last weekend in Newcastle.
 Praised for the content of the show, including subjects that patients can take part in 
(ward surveys), their clear voices and choices of content, both Dave Warren and Christine 
Rowley were surprised when their names were called for the top prize.
 Hospital Radio Basingstoke has entertained the patients and staff at the Aldermaston 
Road hospital for over 40 years and each year are short listed in a number of categories for the 
National Hospital Awards, including in previous years Station of the Year, Best Male Presenter 
and Best Newcomer.
 When you put Dave Warren, previous Silver Award winner for Best Male Presenter of 
the Year and Christine Rowley, who won Gold for Best Newcomer in her fi rst year with HRB, 
you get a perfect match and fun on air.
 Both presenters are confi dent and love going up onto the wards to visit and chat to 
the patients, with lots to share with those on the wards.  Dave with his cool, young and fresh 
face, the ladies are defi nitely drawn to him.  Christine with her bubbly personality and sense 
of humour, still living in the 60s music wise. They both complement each other making the 
patients laugh and join in.  One patient said to Christine "Are you going to get that bird’s nest 
out of Dave's hair with your Red Devils Stick?" carried around with her during Halloween, 
which is what gave them the idea to enter the National Awards.
 HRB is run entirely by volunteers who give up their time to come into the studio and 
go up and around the wards to cheer patients up.  Patients request their favourite songs and 
make dedications to their loved ones.
 Dave Warren, Chair of Hospital Radio Basingstoke, said he was “absolutely delighted 
that the station had been recognised at the awards and so pleased to be part of a presenting team, 
with Christine who brings so much to the shows".
 Hospital Radio Basingstoke Programme controller, Neil Ogden, commented "With 
so many different shows going out on air 24/7 the patients and staff have such a choice and 
this is why the monthly statics taken from 
Hospida are showing HRB as one of the 
top radio stations listened to by patients.”
 He added "We are always 
looking for new members at the station 
as it takes a lot to put together, run and 
deliver radio entertainment, as well as 
fundraising and setting policy".
 If you would like to learn more 
about HRB take a look at their website 
on http://www.hrbasingstoke.co.uk/ 
Christine Rowley, HRB Press Offi cer.
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 
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Popley Islands Community Group
 
 Good things continue to come out of the Popley East Community Plan which 
the Popley Islands Community Group worked on with the other community groups in 
the area.  One of the latest achievements is the installation of outside gym equipment at 
Chineham Park and Tewkesbury Close Open Space.  Improved access for ways to get 
fi t was on the wish list of those who took part in community group surveys.  Money is 
available to deliver projects like this which meet the needs of local residents and fulfi l 
the intentions of the community plan. 
 
 The fi rst week in June is National Volunteer Week and there will be a session 
attended by various local groups recruiting volunteers at Popley Fields Centre on 4th 
June further details will be publicised nearer the time.  Popley Islands Community 
Group will be attending so please do come along and discuss any ideas for local 
projects you have and ways in which you can get involved with your community.
 
 Don’t forget we also have a Facebook page where you can fi nd out what is 
happening and post ideas. Suzanne Denness

 Over 55s Forum Trips
• 12th June 2015; Bourton on the Water, £14.60 - members, non members - £16.60 
• 30th June; day trip to De-Panne, Belgium, £37.50 - member, non member - £39.50
• 16th July; Adam Henson Cotswold Farm, £22.30 - members, non members - £24.30.
• 30th July; Sherborne Castle and Shaftesbury, £22.75 - member, non members - 
£24.75.

 We are continually working for all the Over 55s in the borough, this is proof 
because of our membership total. We can not fi nd another big venue than the Carnival 
Hall in Basingstoke. More news next time.

Thanks.
Gerald (Secretary and Tour Manager) 01256 412119

Dolly’s Vintage Traditional Summer Fair
Dolly’s Vintage is hosting a traditional Summer Fair at Old Basing Village Hall on 
Sunday 28th June from 10am till 3pm.
We have lots of lovely things planned for the day; beautiful vintage, handmade, craft 
and artisan stalls; live music from The Stylettes; Vintage beauty parlour where you can 
get the vintage look; and Imogen’s Tearooms will be providing teas, coffees and of 
course yummy homemade cakes.
Entry is £1 and children go free.
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Dear Friends

As I write, St Gabriel’s is preparing for its very fi rst Annual General Meeting, or to be 
perfectly correct, Annual Parochial Church Meeting, since we were formed as the new 
“Parish of Popley with Limes Park and Rooksdown, St Gabriel’s” on 1st July last year.

It has been such a momentous year for us; not only have we become a parish in our 
own right – and this is an acknowledgement by the Diocese of Winchester of the 
growth in our community and our church – but we also stand on the threshold of an 
£800,000 extension to our buildings and facilities.  Phase One will be the extension 
of the church hall that will enable us to accommodate the ever-expanding community 
groups that use the hall facilities.  We are also working hard to apply for grants that will 
allow us to move forward with extending our kitchen and toilet facilities and perhaps 
add a community meeting room or two.  These are very exciting times in the life of St 
Gabriel’s and if you would like to know more please do pop into the foyer and take a 
look at the plans we have. We hope that you’ll be excited too!

In the Bible I read this “Unless the Lord the build the house they labour in vain who 
build it!”  We do feel blessed by God at St Gabriel’s but we are also proceeding with a 
certain amount of caution.  We are keen that what we build is for the right reasons and 
we can afford it.  Our strapline for the building project is “Building for our community 
and glory of God!”  So lots of prayer and lots of consultation is taking place as we move 
forward, and we would love to hear from you and to garner your support for all that is 
taking place within the life of St Gabriel’s and our community.

We believe this is a marathon and not a sprint so we are planning for a three to fi ve year 
project.  It’s not just the community side of our buildings that are beginning to struggle 
to cope with the growth, our congregation is also fl ourishing and its wonderful to see the 
attendance on Sundays so lively and to see lives being transformed in so many ways.

As we look forward to beginning our fi rst full year as a new parish we offer back to God 
our church, our community and all who share in its life and growth.  May I offer you an 
invitation to join us on Sunday and experience the power of His transforming love in 
your life.

We are at Popley Festival this year so please do join us in the big marquee for a coffee 
or to take part in some the activities taking place there.

Every blessing
Arthur

Vicar, St Gabriel’s 
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 We are looking for new members and we welcome all standards. 
Beginners or experienced, male or female, young or old catered for. Help and 
support is available for all. For beginners we can loan equipment and give 
practical help and guidance to learn the game of bowls.

About the club
 Our facilities will be available to you without obligation to enable 
you to decide if bowls is for you and you are comfortable with us. We have a 
modern club house with a licensed bar and free parking. We are the only club in 
Basingstoke who offer on-site bowling fi fty two weeks of the year as we have 
two short mat rinks laid in the clubhouse permanently from September to April.

Does it appeal?
 Our fees are just £12 for the whole year (most clubs charge this for 
six months membership). This entitles you to play outside in the summer and 
indoors during the winter for the whole twelve months. From the second year 
onwards the membership is only £50.
  We are a club run by its members and offer both social and competitive 
bowling in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. We are situated in Popley, behind 
Popley Fields Community Centre in Carpenters Down. You will be made most 
welcome.

For questions or information contact Ray Wheatley 410404
Check out our website www.marnellbowlingclub.co.uk
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“Do Your Bit”
“Do Your Bit” week is coming up again on 1 to 7 June!!  In a similar style to last year we will 
be hosting events around the borough to promote volunteering opportunities. The event will be 
taking place in Popley on Thursday 4 June, 5 to 8pm, so please save this date and keep an eye 
out for more details which will be coming out very soon!   

What will be very different this year compared to last year is that last year, unfortunately, we 
had a delay in the information about the events getting out early enough, so the double page 
spread in The Gazette was the day after the Popley event.  This had a big impact on the numbers 
of public coming to the event and we have been assured that all the information about these 
events will be widely publicised much earlier this year.

I know that despite the issue with the publicity, last year’s event in Popley was a great 
opportunity for networking because there were 14 organisations from Popley there promoting 
their work in the community, and the feedback about this was extremely positive.   Hopefully 
with much better publicity this year, the event will be even more fruitful for everyone involved.

Please let me know if you want to have a free table at this event to promote the work of your 
organisation and the volunteering opportunities you have to offer.  There will be resource packs 
available so you can clearly defi ne the roles you have available, and to help you to demonstrate 
the benefi ts of volunteering to members of the public.  And, of course, there will be a great 
opportunity for you to network with all the other community based organisations in Popley 
which can be extremely valuable.  
Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra Spanish Concert with Wine Sampling

Saturday 20th June 2015. 7:45pm

 Our Spanish themed evening begins with a chance to sample some Spanish 
wines. There are 2 tasting sessions, at 6:30pm and 6:50pm although places are limited 
so please book early to avoid disappointment.
 The concert itself is bursting with well known Spanish themed music, 
beginning with Chabrier’s Espagna and including the much loved guitar concerto by 
Rodrigo. Also in the programme are extracts from Carmen by Bizet, The Ritual Fire 
Dance by De Falla and Rimsky Korsakov’s Cappricio Espagnol. This promises to be 
a fantastic concert suitable for all ages. Please visit our website for more information 
www.bso.org.uk.
 Tickets £12-21, Concessions available for over 65’s, under 16’s and and full-
time students Group Booking discount also available Wine tasting tickets £1.50, only 
available when purchasing concert tickets.

Anvil box offi ce 01256 884244
www.anvilarts.org.uk



Page 10

Ha
pp

y T
ail

s G
ro

om
in

g 
of

fe
r v

er
y c

om
pe

tit
ive

 p
ric

es
 b

ut
 m

ain
ta

in
 th

e 
lev

el 
of

qu
ali

ty
 a

nd
 se

rv
ice

 yo
u 

wo
ul

d 
ex

pe
ct

.

Te
lep

ho
ne

: 0
75

1 
62

4 
51

92
 •

 h
ap

py
ta

ils
_g

ro
om

in
g@

ho
tm

ail
.co

.u
k

ww
w.

ha
pp

yt
ail

sg
ro

om
in

g.
m

oo
nf

ru
it.

co
m

29
, O

ak
rid

ge
 R

d,
 B

as
in

gs
to

ke
, H

am
ps

hi
re

 R
G2

1 
5S

E 

Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-caus  c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh solu  ons every  me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Here for families of  
seriously-ill children. Always. 

   

       

      

       

      

© 2013 Sebastian’s Action Trust   Registered Charity  No.: 1151146 & Company Limited by Guarantee No.: 8339436  /SebastiansActionTrust 

Sun Run – 5km 
Down Grange, Basingstoke,  RG22 5SN  

 Sunday 14th June, 11am 

To register please visit: 
www.sebastiansactiontrust.org/sunrun15 

or call us for more information on  
01344 622 500 

A 5km fun run for all the family 

 Guest appearances by Elsa and Anna from the Disney hit film Frozen  

Variety of stands and stalls selling refreshments and gifts. 

Donate by TEXT: send HERE10 and amount (e.g. £5) to 70070 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

Book your appointment now on: 

Tel: 01256 336161
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 Parability was the brain child of local Basingstoke resident Chris Hall.  Chris founded 
Parability based around his own life experiences.  As a person with a disability from birth Chris is 
well aware of how discrimination and barriers can affect a person’s life.
 Towards the end of 2011 with the help of local businessman Paul Midgley, Chris started 
setting up Parability with these core aims:

1) To help build a society where no one need be exposed to any barrier or discrimina  on 
of any kind.

2) To help everyone fi nd ways to help each other.

3) To encourage everyone to become as fi t, ac  ve and as independent as possible.

 These core aims are based around the belief that whilst we all should fi nd ways to help 
each other within society, we also all have the responsibility to do our best to lessen the impact we 
have on society.
 Since its offi cial launch on 5 May 2012, Parability has launched a number of social media 
platforms including www.facebook.com/parability (which is our main Facebook account providing 
a number of news feeds from UK Government, Team GB, British Athletics and NHS Choices).  We 
can also be found at www.twi  er.com/parability2.
 In 2014 we launched a Facebook page for our Basingstoke area (RG21, RG22, RG23, 
RG24, RG25, RG26, RG27, RG28) which provides local community news, local Parability news, 
community events, local sports news, local issues and more available at www.facebook.com/
Parability.Basingstoke.  Together with this page Parability launched a Facebook group for all events 
run by community groups, clubs, educational establishments, not-for-profi t businesses to be posted 
into; this group is known as Parability Basingstoke Events.  We encourage all those who are eligible 
to post in this group to request to join the group and post their events in themselves.
 Parability also runs a monthly Activity and Social Group from Saint Andrew’s Church in 
South Ham (next to the Camrose Medical Centre) on every 3rd Saturday of the month 10 am – 12 
noon.  The group is run FREE of charge and is open to everyone of any ability, both disabled and 
non-disabled for people to stay for as long or as little as they wish.  There is both FREE light exercise 
with a qualifi ed coach and craft making on offer.  We encourage everybody to socialise and mix 
with each other to help remove barriers and discrimination.  A number of healthy refreshments are 
available at reasonable prices.  So whether you want to get involved with exercise, craft making 
or simply want to make new friends, we would love to see you there.

 For more information on any of our services, please contact Chris Hall on:
Tel: 07982 925709 Email: enablement@parability.org

Message us at: www.facebook.com/Parability.Basingstoke, www.facebook.com/parability
& www.twi  er.com/parability2 
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

Sections have been closed for most of April due to school holidays.  Meetings restarted week 

commencing 2 st April with fun-filled programmes planned to see out the summer months 

including camping,  expeditions and lots of outdoor fun.   

 The Air Scout Group joined nine other Scout   

 Groups from Basingstoke East District for the Annual St. 

 George’s Day Celebrations, service and renewal 

 of promises in St. Mary’s Eastrop on   

Sunday  25th April.

New recruits (both boys and girls) welcome 

in all sections.   

Beavers aged 6-8; Cubs 8-10½ ; Scouts 

10½ to 14 years.  – contact the leaders 

 listed above  or www.facebook.com/ 

 BasingstokeAirScouts 

The Air Scout Headquarters at Base 2000 offers 

facilites for community groups other than couts 

and uides for meetings at very reasonable rates. 

Enquries bookings@base2000.co.uk or contact 

Colin Karslake 07796 772 500 
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W
edding 

Packages

from £3500

T: +44 (0) 1256 796700       F: +44 (0) 1256 796794
E: weddings@apollohotels.com      W: www.apollohotels.com

THE APOLLO HOTEL BASINGSTOKE
WEDDING EXPERIENCE

2015/2016 Weddings Special Offer
Book your 2015/2016 Wedding at Apollo Hotel between 1st May & 15th 
June 2015 and select three fantastic add-ons to your wedding package!

See website for choice of add-ons.

Weddings booked for a Friday or Sunday in 2015 & 2016
will also receive a £750 bar credit

Offers apply to new bookings only, terms and conditions apply.

Wedding Open Morning
Saturday 2nd May 2015,

10.30am – 1.00pm

Wedding Fayre
Sunday 6th September 2015,

11am – 4pm

Sue’s Driving
School
01256 470483
07790 686749

www.suesdrivingschool.com

10 to 16 year old Tui  on also available

1 to 1 tui  on
Theory Test 

Tui  on
Mock Tests
Pass Plus

Motorway 
Tui  on

Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035

BASINGSTOKE'S NO 1 HOME CHOOSE FLOORING COMPANY
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Osteoarthritis and Canine Massage
This is a common cause of lameness in dogs.  It is caused by the wearing down of 
cartilage which is the cushion within a joint that helps prevent friction.  It is a painful 
and progressive disease that produces infl ammation of the joints.  As the cartilage starts 
to wear thin, the edge of the joint will thicken and bone irregularities appear as the 
bones rub against one another causing extreme pain.  The disease cannot be cured as 
cartilage is unable to repair itself.  Often it will occur in dogs with hip or elbow dysplasia 
or those who have had joint trauma caused through injury and is then referred to as 
a secondary joint disease.  

It can affect more than one joint and the dog will display signs of pain, stiffness, reduced 
mobility, lameness and swelling of the joints.  
 
Symptoms of a dog suffering with osteoarthritis include:

 Reluctance to participate in exercise such a running, swimming and walking
 Limping
 Change in gait
 Stiffness 
 Yelping/Crying
 Reluctance to jump into a car or use stairs
 Soreness when being touched
 Showing signs of aggression
 Joint swelling due to increased fl uid in the joint, or new bone development and 

soft tissue thickening
 Licking or chewing the affected joint

Therefore it is not unusual for owners to misinterpret these symptoms as signs of old age.

By controlling the weight management, diet and exercise, alongside pain control, a dog 
with osteoarthritis can live a happy life.

Canine massage can help to control the associated pain and muscle tension.   It helps 
warm the muscles allowing them to relax.  It helps increase the ROM (range of motion) 
and increase general fl exibility and mobility.  It can reduce muscles spasms and reduce 
swelling around the joints, and therefore improving your dog’s quality of life.

For further information contact www.affi nitycaninemassage.co.uk
Carol Collins
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Explore the digital world with Sentinel’s netpoint
If you don’t have access to the Internet at home or on a phone or tablet, 
you can now get online for free at netpoint.
You’ll fi nd netpoint in the reception area of our offi ces at 56 Kingsclere 
Road in Basingstoke. It’s open from 8.30am to 4pm, Monday to Friday 
and you can either book a session in advance or just drop in.

What can I use netpoint for?
You can use it to:
 • fi nd out what’s on locally
 • stay in touch with loved ones on Twitter or Facebook
 • pay your rent or report a repair
 • shop and save online
 • look for jobs, training or leisure classes - such as keep fi t
 • use HomeSwapper to look for a new home.

Here to help you
Our netpoint champions will be able to help you get online every day 
between 10am – 3pm. 
We can help you do things like set up a free email account, fi nd the 
information you need and use our services, but we won’t fi ll out online 
forms for you or recommend products or services, such as the best energy 
supplier or which bank account to choose.

How do I book a netpoint session?
You can book a session by dropping in at reception or by calling our First 
Contact Team on 0300 666 5515 from your mobile, or 0800 195 5515 
from your landline.
The maximum time you can use netpoint for is 2 hours a day.
So if you’d like to discover a whole new 
world at your fi ngertips and be more 
confi dent online, give netpoint a try for 
free.
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Divorce – It is more than just the Decree Absolute
by Hayley Eachus

There is more to divorce than just getting the Decree Absolute. If you are in any doubt then all you
need to do is look at the situation green energy entrepreneur Dale Vince, the founder of Ecotricity,
finds himself in following a Supreme Court judgement made this March (2015).

Mr Vince was in a relationship in the early 80s for a couple of years with Kathleen Wyatt. They
married in late 1981, had a child in 1983 and separated in 1984 before finally divorcing in 1992.
There was no financial order made in the divorce. During the period prior to their divorce Mr Vince
was a traveller with no discernible income so he did not pay any maintenance to Mrs Wyatt.

Since then Mr Vince has founded Ecotricity and is now a multi millionaire and in 2011, nearly 30
years after their relationship came to an end, Kathleen Wyatt lodged a claim for financial support.
This is because there is no time limit set out in law for spouses to make these claims.

This highlights a couple of interesting things. There are many thousands of divorces in which
financial orders were never finalised and these could still be open to contest; unless both parties
have remarried. That means if you were divorced without a financial agreement being approved by
a Judge this could be open to legal challenge. The majority of cases will have been approved by a
Judge whether they were settled in court or via Collaborative Law or Mediation, any that have not
been approved by a udge could be open to challenge however long ago the divorce was finalised.

This case also serves to remind all those considering ivorce or currently going through the
process the importance of ensuring financial agreement is reached and approved as part of
the process, which is the only way to be assured of how a legally binding outcome.

For more information about what the impact of the ruling may be for you and to ensure you have
the correct agreement in place contact the Family Law Department here at Phillips by calling
01256 460830, email hayley.eachus@phillips law.co.uk or visit www.phillips law.co.uk.
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FIRST CLASS FACILITIES FOR  
ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

EEverest Health & Leisure Club  
EEverest Community College, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP  
GGym Team:  01256 337576  MMain Reception:  01256 337573  

Four Court Sports Hall 
Floodlit Astro & MUGAs 
Junior & Senior Football Pitches 
Dance Studio 
 
GYM:-  Matrix Trainer 
   38 Stations 
                   Classes Programme 

Memberships from £15
 
Meeting Rooms with Servery 
200 Seat Performance Theatre 
Classrooms 
WiFi 

N&P 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

01256 331037 

07784 492884 

All aspects of home improvement 
and maintenance 

Decorating - internal and external 
 

Electrics - Carpentry - Plastering 
 

 Over 25yrs experience 

Specialists in complete bathroom 
design 

Supply and installation 

Tiling - walls & floors 
Ceramics/porcelain/stone 

np-home-improvement.co.uk 

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Instructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL

WITH
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Coming soon!!! Lead bike rides: Now the spring is 
here it‛s a perfect time to dust off your bike and 
join us for rides around the local area. The rides 
are aimed at families, rusty riders or novice 
riders.
The rides will be mainly off road, with a little 
guided on road riding in places. Watch this space 
for dates and more information.

WHATS ON IN MAY:
MONDAY:   DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:  9.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People 
    AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY: 9.30am  Slimming World
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:  9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:    DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     6.30-7.45pm   MCF Youth Club-age 5-10 years
     8.00- 9.15pm  age 11 plus. 
SATURDAY:  9.00am-4.00pm  7th Day Adventist Church
     10am    Sabbath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm    Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for   
     further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:  Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip 

Keeble on 462351 for times of services. 
     

Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding 
receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please ring Vicki Jackson 
on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@
btconnect.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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Nicola Ascroft Crowned Miss Baingstoke

 Basingstoke resident, Nicola Ascroft, has been crowned Miss Basingstoke 2015 after 
fi nishing as Runner Up in the Miss England Hampshire heat on 14th March 2015 at Alton 
House Hotel. 
 Nicola also won the Charity Queen award after raising nearly £2,500 for Beauty with a 
Purpose, the Miss World’s children's charity, and goes forward to the Miss England Semi-Final 
in July with the chance to win a place in the Miss England 
fi nal later in the year. 
 Nicola was crowned at the Hampshire Court Hotel 
on Sunday 12th April 2015. Welcomed with a drinks reception 
at 3.00pm and Nicola was offi cially awarded the Miss 
Basingstoke title at 3.30pm. The Mayor of Basingstoke was in 
attendance, along with the organiser of Miss & Mr Hampshire 
2015, Paula Langley and other contestants, friends and family. 
 Nicola intends to use her title to continue fundraising 
for local charities and Beauty with a Purpose, and has already 
started to organise events with this aim; a Children's Disney & 
Marvel party on Sunday 25th May 2015, and a Ascot themed 
Summer Ball on Friday 19th June 2015, both to be hosted at 
Sherfi eld Park Community Centre. For more information on 
either of these events, please contact Nicola on 07712574089 
or nicola_ascroft@hotmail.co.uk.

Photo credit: Paul Carroll. 

Sunfl ower Appeal and Fete
Sunday 31st May 2015

 St. Michael’s Hospice invites to you their annual Sunfl ower Fete on Sunday 31st May 
held within the Hospice grounds. 
 Starting from midday, the traditional fete is a great day out for all the family with free 
entry. The fete will feature a wide selection of stalls with gorgeous plants and handmade craft 
items. To keep the kids entertained there will be a bouncy castle, face painting and plenty of 
games and prizes to be won. If you’re feeling peckish, why not tuck into a delicious burger 
from the BBQ, or relax with tea and cake in the gardens. 
The Hospice will also launch their Sunfl ower Appeal giving people the chance to remember 
a loved one by dedicating a sunfl ower in their memory. Before the Sunfl ower Fete begins, a 
special blessing will be held at 11.30am on Sunday 31st May in the Hospice grounds, when you 
are invited to view the dedicated sunfl ower memory markers. Sunfl owers will be displayed in 
the Hospice gardens throughout June for people to visit and take time to refl ect. 
 You can make your sunfl ower dedication in memory of a loved one at stmichaelshospice.
org.uk/events. 
 For more information on the Sunfl ower Appeal and fete please visit the website 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk, email events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call the Fundraising 
Hotline on 01256 848848. 
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com

Knights Circle
 The Knights Circle will be at 
Popley Fields Festival on 17th May in 
the main hall.
 
 We were established in 1955 
and we are a registered charity.
 
 Spiritual and Psychic mini-
readings £10 Spiritual healing is by 
donation.
 
 All our members are fully 
trained.

 
Sue 01256 336375
Jean 01189702392

Brett 01256 336279                        
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Tournament news for 2015:
At the time of writing we have already had a record number of teams sign up 
for the annual MFC Popley Youth Tournament.

The Tournament is planned to be bigger and better than previous years with 
ALL age groups being fully competitive! The U7 and U8 teams will be 
playing 5-a-side and U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 teams playing 

6-a-side.

Date(s): Saturday 9th May & Sunday 10th May
Venue: Carpenter’s Down Open Space, Popley Fields, Basingstoke.

Entry Fee: £30 per team (up to 8 Players per team)*

To register your club/teams, please contact the Tournament Director to obtain a booking form and 
team sheets.
Tournament Contact Email: tournament@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Tournament Contact Phone Number: 07884 185 693.

We are always looking to recruit new volunteer coaches into MFC Popley Youth.  Experience is 
not necessarily required, as full training will be arranged by the club, but a passion for football and 
teaching children how to play the game at grassroots level is a must. 
Please contact the club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk or contact Ian Davies, on 
07884 185693 for more details.
The Club welcomes more parents getting actively involved with MFC Popley Youth, especially on 
match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s) and the set up of the pitches & Respect lines. 
So if you are interested in helping out please make yourself known to either the Club Chairman Ian 
Davies or to the manager of your particular age group.

Do you know a Year R or Year 1 child, boy or girl, who wants to get play football? 
The Club is now recruiting for 'All Stars Players'. If you would like your child to join, or if you have 
any further questions, please contact Ian Davies, Club Chairman, on 07884 185693 or by email: 
allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 
Contact the club - 
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman & Club Secretary:   Club Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi cer:
Ian Davies     Nicci Gambrell
Mob: 07884 185693    Mob: 07990 520956
Email: ian.davies.2010@live.co.uk   Email: mfcpopleyyouth@live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Allstars Recruitment: Allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

You can also get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @MFC_
PopleyYouth #MFCPY. Also, each MFC Popley Youth age group has a dedicated page on Facebook.
Zak Collingwood
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Basingstoke Cubs, Scouts, Guides  
and Explorers have ‘got talent’  
and it’s time to audition for  
Basingstoke Gang Show 2016

If you like to laugh, sing, dance or entertain 
then come along to the auditions for The 
Basingstoke Gang Show. You will have a fun 
day with loads of great people and you will 
see why Basingstoke Gang Show is the longest 
running and ‘bestselling amateur show in 
Basingstoke’.

We are gearing up for our 23rd Show to be 
performed at The Haymarket. Audiences will 
be entertained by the talents of our local 
Cubs, Guides, Scouts, Explorer’s and young 
leaders as the cast of 70 take to the stage 
across 11 performances in February 2016.

The members of the Production team have 
been busy creating an array of numbers with 
wonderful choreography, sensational songs and 
hilarious sketches that make The Basingstoke 
Gang Show, fresh, relevant, edgy and fun ready 
for the rehearsals that start in September 2015. 

The auditions for The Basingstoke Gang Show 
2016 are being held from, 10:00 – 16:00 on 
the following dates;

Surnames A-L Sunday 10th May 2015
Surnames M-Z Sunday 17th May 2015

Auditions are open to all Scouts and Guides 
who will be 10½ or over in February 2016 
and all Cubs who will be 8 or over in February 
2016 at The Costello School, Crossborough Hill, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 4AL.

Before you come to audition you will need 
to visit www.basingstokegangshow.com to 
ensure you have full details including location, 
what to wear and the ‘audition application 
form’ that you will need to bring. You can also 
look at the Basingstoke Gang Show Facebook 
pages for more information.

Take a look at the Basingstoke Gang Show 
website www.basingstokegangshow.com

More more information contact: 
Kirsty Thomas,  
Basingstoke Gang Show Producer,  
07879 665663

basingstoke
gang show

2016
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE?

We hold free drop in sessions around Basingstoke across the week
to support local job seekers with ...CV writing, IT skills, Job
searching, Job applications, reporting procedures to JCP, Interview
preparation and more!...
... all in a relaxed and informal environment.

We are looking for olunteers to help support Job
Seekers within Job Club alongside our experienced

Tutors

IF YOU THINK YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US, FOR MORE
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:

Tara Jeff on 07834 582957 OR EMAIL: tarajeff.rcs@gmail.com

Mess in the Park!
Once again we have been contacted by residents who are dog owners themselves about 
a few irresponsible dog walkers or owners that are not pooper scooping in the Popley 
Community Park.
 
Could everyone also please clear up after their dogs, children and 
themselves.  It's a park for everyone to use and if dog’s mess, plastic 
bottles, cans and mini barbecues are left around, they are dangerous to 
all, including the wildlife that is over there.
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Soldiers Sailors and Airmen‛s Families Association

This is SSAFA. The charity was founded 125 years ago and  is a national 
organisation dedicated to helping serving and ex-service men and women and 
their families who are in need or distress and have a fi nancial or housing need. 
In 2014 the Basingstoke area b ranch was able to assist in 100 cases.

Locally SSAFA  has a team of trained caseworkers who are able to visit           
ex-service men and women and offer assistance in various ways.  Sometimes 
the need is to replace a piece of household equipment or help with special 
medical aids or a much needed holiday.  There are many ways in which we can 
make life a little brighter for people who have given so much for us.

Anyone who has received at least one day‛s pay in Her Majesty‛s Services as a 
regular, reservist or national serviceman is qualifi ed to seek assistance from 
SSAFA.

Please call 07807 668398 for information

As well as SSAFA being able to assist those in need, we have a need for more 
caseworkers.

There are 7,000 volunteer workers throughout the United Kingdom and on 
service bases, there are also SSAFA caseworkers in Europe where there are 
expatriate communities.

Being a caseworker is a voluntary job to undertake at times to suit the 
volunteer, qualifi cation is by attending a fully funded residential course and 
working with other trained personnel.

If you feel that you would be able to give a few hours per week to undertake 
this very rewarding work please contact SSAFA.

07807 668398 - We need you.



Please contact us for further 
information or to arrange a visit

Call 01256 441 459  

Marnel Lodge Care Home  |  www.barchester.com
Carter Drive, off Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9UL

(If using a sat nav please enter RG24 9DR)

Choosing the right care home
for Mum was made easier.

T hank you, 
Marnel !

Lodge

From the moment my mother and I first visited
Marnel Lodge, we knew we had found
somewhere pretty special. Elegant surroundings,
delicious food and beautiful gardens were made
even more appealing by the presence of like-
minded residents with whom she can socialise
and enjoy activities. For my part, knowing that
she’s safe in the care of such a dedicated and
compassionate team gives me great peace of
mind. And for that I’m extremely grateful. 

• Nursing Care  
• Residential Care 
• Dementia Care  
• Respite Care 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers 
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,     
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


