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Message from the Editor: The team at Popley Matters wish 
you a very Happy Christmas and a great New Year. It is a lovely time 
to remember, and to thank the people in your lives that have helped 
you. Firstly for me it’s my sons Paul and Tony, then the wonderful 
team that work to produce and deliver Popley Matters. Sometimes 
you wonder if the hours and days are worth the eff ort each month, 
then you meet someone at the shops who says how much it means to 
them. Only this month when I was struggling to see if Popley Matters 
could keep going, a lady said “It is like a friend coming through the 

door every month. I don’t get to see many people so Popley Matters tells me what’s going 
on”. Thank you, we really do try as a team to inform and entertain our readers.
Page 1 is an appeal from Everest for books for all ages. I told them be ready for a deluge 
of books as Popley is a very generous community. I know many people would love to 
have a library they could use. Later Everest want to be able to off er use of the Internet 
with a nice cup of coff ee. Page 5 is an appeal for befrienders. When I was contacted I was 
told “I know you did an appeal before Jane and it was successful so could I do it again?” 
More evidence as if we needed it of the wonderful spirit of Popley. Popley Matters could 
do with more helpers too if you have an hour or two to spare each 
month. The centre pages show more groups and activities that are 
around in Popley, so go along join in and make new friends.
Congratulations to everyone that took part in Beat the Street Popley 
was the fi rst and only area in Basingstoke that was involved and I 
think you all showed what a wonderful idea it was. Hopefully it will 
be done again in Popley and other areas. Contact me either by phone 
on 01256 819924 or email: editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman ; 
Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Tony Frankum; 
Steven Hagger; Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy 
Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Janet Payne; Mick Portlock; Nawmoo Rar; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith;  
Joel; Christine Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobold; Janet Ward and Carole Wheeton
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Popley East: We wish all our residents 
a peaceful and happy holiday break and New 
Year as we get to the end of 2015.
Once again we have tried to support the 
community throughout the year, much of which 
is on a personal level when problems occur and 
help is needed to deal with outside bodies of all 
types.
Our main aim as Councillors is to improve the 
wellbeing of residents and the environment and 
in this regard we have dealt with lots of diff erent 
issues, from seeking to make sure that David 
Wilson Homes, for example, have proper regard  
for the adjoining community whilst building takes 
place at Spiers Meadow, through to helping 
with applications to get work done on trees in 
established areas which are causing problems 
for adjoining residents and lots of other case 
work in between.
The work done by various groups in preparing 
Community Plans was exemplary and Popley 
has been chosen to host the second pilot of the 
Neighbourhood Partnership Project. We hope 
new volunteers will be able to play a part in this 
project so that decisions about improving the 
community are taken at a local level.
We always try to make sure that the best 
interests of Popley are represented well and the 
reputation of the area is enhanced.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Viv Washbourne 07900890088
cllr.vivien.washbourne@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: Residents spott ing litt er, 
fl y-tipping, graffi  ti, dog fouling, overfl owing 
litt er bins or broken glass can now let the 
Council know exactly where they are on a map 
and upload a photo, thanks to a new feature on 
the website.  The ‘report it’ section has been 
upgraded allowing the teams to get out to clean 
up even quicker.  Abandoned vehicles, noise 
nuisance, overfl owing recycling banks and dead 
animals can also be reported this way. 
The Popley Councillors att ended the Popley 
Community Group where there were other  
representatives from Health Services, Schools, 
the Popley Fields Community Centre, Sentinel, 
Marnel Park and Merton Rise Community 
Group and Sentinel. We talked about the 
surveys and results from the two community 
groups and the results coming through from the 
survey that was delivered via Popley Matt ers 
two months ago. I will get the results when 
completed and hopefully publish them in the 
next Popley Matt ers.
When the snow and ice come, please remember 
to use the proper salt or grit, not cat litt er as this is 
dangerous when it starts to thaw and isdiffi  cult 
to remove the stains from your carpets.
Please be careful when you answer your door 
to strangers , don’t let anyone in that you have 
either not invited or checked on.
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.framkum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@popleymatt ers.org.uk

Councillors’ Page:  Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year, it has been 
a tough year for many and I hope next year will be a better one.
Dark mornings and earlier dark nights show up any faults on the street lighting. There is a 
website you can report them or phone 08000 482437.
All street lamps that are Hampshire County Council’s are marked and numbered on a map 
on the website. If they are owned by a housing association or developer, they will not be 
serviced by Street Lighting.
http://lightsoninhampshire.co.uk/public/ReportFault.aspx
With the cutbacks by the Government I have been told there is not likely to be any extra 
grit bins. The need for one has to be on a bus route, hill or major junction. If you feel that 
there is a priority area that needs one under Health and Safety, let me know and I will try 
to get one installed.
The poor surface in Abbey Road by the crossing to Oakridge will be repaired, along with 
some more paths, due to the damage done by tree roots and poor surfaces. Cllr Jane 
Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

102 Stratfi eld Road
Basingstoke RG21 5SA

01256 326690
Email: info@stratfi elddental.co.uk

www.stratfi elddental.co.uk

We take great pride in the 
quality of our dentistry and 
want to make your visit a 
pleasant experience. We are 
mainly NHS however we do off er 
a wider range of treatment upon request. Our 
aim is good dental health for you and your 
family. We give you regular dental advice 
and help you to understand how to care for 
your teeth and reduce the need for dental 
treatment. See our website for further details.

Dentist

Currently taking on NHS Patients



Page 5

We are looking for Volunteers in your Community
Could you be a ‘Befriender’?

What will I be doing?
 As a Volunteer Befriender your role will be to provide social companionship 
to patients who have a chronic or life limiting illness and who are isolated or lonely. 
Visiting patients in their own homes,  you will help them to feel more supported and 
help to improve their emotional wellbeing and confi dence. 

How much time do I need to commit?
 Just 2 hours a week, or less, can make a real diff erence to a patient living in 
your local community.

What support will I be given?
 All relevant training will be given, as well as regular and on-going support 
and supervision.

Interested? 
For further information contact Caroline Nash or Sue Horton, Befriending 

Coordinators on: 01264 835293 
 Email: Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk 

Susan.Horton@hhft.nhs.uk

 Interested volunteers will be invited to an informal interview and the role is 
subject to references, simple health checks and DBS clearance. 

CHRISTMAS OPEN STUDIO
 at the

GLASS STUDIO 
 The Glass Studio will be open on Saturday 5th, 12th, and 19th of December 
from 11.00am to 4.00pm. 
 Lots of fused glass gift ideas including Christmas decorations, pictures, light 
catchers, coasters and plus dichroic glass and beaded jewellery.
 

8 Almond Close, Old Basing.  
Tel: 01256 476732

www.aileenmayers.co.uk
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Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

 Cooper’s 

We provide a personalised Domestic Cleaning 
service.  We are reliable, affordable and flexible.  

You can call on us for a one off job, book weekly, 
monthly, or when ever suits you. 

We can arrange a visit and come & discuss your 
needs, then work out a cleaning plan to best suit 
you. 

• All equipment and materials provided 

• Home visit to discuss your requirements 

• Public Liability Insurance held 

Domestic Cleaning 

07780 433340 
Book a Home Visit Today 

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Wristbands
Hero Bears
Tea Towels

Mugs
Key Rings

T Shirts
Lanyards

Lapel 
Pins (all 
services)

Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603

And much, much
more to order from
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Dear Friends

I read the following recently: REASONS WHY SANTA CLAUS HAS TO BE A WOMAN … 
men can’t pack a bag; men would rather be dead than caught wearing red velvet; men don’t 
answer their mail; men aren’t interested in stockings unless someone is wearing them; men 
don’t think about buying gifts till Christmas Eve when it’s too late; men refuse to stop and 
ask for directions when they get lost; fi nally being responsible for Christmas would require a 
commitment!

I also read the following ..”The hinge of history is to be found on the door of a Bethlehem stable” 
(both quotes from J.John & Mark Stibbe, A Barrel of Fun).

The season of goodwill, peace to all is upon us, though looking at the world around us you 
wouldn’t think so! Apart from Syria and Iraq there are so many other areas of confl ict in the 
world, there are droughts, famines and diseases, extremes of climate with such a terrible loss 
of life and livelihood. Some of the world’s problems may seem to dwarf our own personal 
diffi  culties but they are no less important – anxiety over health, relationships or jobs and money 
can all combine to block out the light. 

This is especially true at Christmas when all we really want perhaps is some peace and quiet and 
some time to enjoy our families and friends.  Archbishop Justin Welby has spoken out recently 
about the stresses and strains that the so-called season of goodwill can bring for many. All these 
demand our quiet consideration and prayer.  

In December the church moves into the season of Advent, a time of preparation. Similar to the 
season of Lent, it’s an opportunity for taking stock, a chance to examine our lives and see where 
we’ve gone wrong and make a commitment to change those attitudes of our hearts and minds that 
cause hurt to those around us and to God and to do so before its too late. It’s a tough call, but once 
we make it we can feel renewed, refreshed and ready to start again. I hope this year you’ll take 
that opportunity.

Amid all your Christmas preparations and as you’re putting up the Christmas lights, I hope that 
you will take time to consider the baby in a manger who came as ‘the light of the world’  and will 
one day return in majesty and power to draw us all before God.  May the light and peace of Christ 
be with you and yours this Christmas season and in the year ahead.

With warm Christian greetings
Arthur

Vicar, St Gabriel’s
01256 324734

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
Please feel free to join us at one of our Christmas services. We’re having a Christingle Service on 
Sunday 13th at 5pm: A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight on the 20th at 6.30pm; 
a Nativity on the 24th  at 4pm and Midnight Communion at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve. There is 
also a Family Celebration service on Christmas morning at 10.00am so please do join us for the 
celebrations.
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Wednesday 2nd December  
Guides Carol Service 6.30pm 

Saturday 5th December 
Christmas fair 1 - 4pm 

Tuesday 6th  December  
Christmas Community Café from 10am 

Thursday 10th December 
RAFA & ATC Carol Service 7pm 

Saturday 12th December  
Carols for Christmas featuring Watership Cantible Choir 

Sunday  13th December 
Christingle Service 5pm 

Monday 14th 
Boys Brigade Christmas Party 

Friday 18th 
Santa visiting Toddlers Group 11a.m. 

Sunday  20thDecember 
Carols by Candlelight at 6pm 

Christmas Eve 
Nativity Service at 4pm 

Midnight Candlelit Service 11.30pm 
Christmas Day 

Family Celebration with Carols 10am 

CHRISTMAS AT ST GABRIEL’S  

m.San
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Friendly Popley Based
 Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &

 D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958

p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk

Do you know someone who loves to craft and don’t 
know what to give them this Christmas?  
Why not treat them to our Stampin’ Up! 

Personalised Gift Card with a Catalogue 

They can either purchase items from our catalogue 
or join our next fun crafting class at 

Christ Church (Hannah Moore Room) 
Reading Road, Chineham, Basingstoke, 

RG24 8LT 
Tuesday 26th January, 10am-12pm 
All levels of crafters are welcome 18-80+ 

(£10 class fee) 

Contact us today and give a gift that will inspire 
their creativity 

Barry & Jay 
07746921967 

mitosucrafts@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mitosustampin.blogspot.co.uk

Stampin’ Up! Independent Demonstrators
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

Facebook news https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts 

Spotlight on Cub section this month – for boys and girls aged 8 - 10½ years 

The Pack started the autumn term in September with a themed “Battle of Britain” night to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  Activities included
making paper planes followed by a mock competitive ‘dog fight’ - the winning team 
being the team with the most `downed’ planes in their area at the end of the game. 

As the evenings drew-in the ubs made use of one of the last lighter evenings 
before the clocks went back by taking part in a Doctor’s Nature Scavenger Hunt.  
Sadly a witch doctor had told each Six that our GSL (aka`Teddy Bear’!) had been 
struck by a deadly disease the likes of which he’d only ever seen twice before.  On 
the second occasion he found a cure and all the ubs were hastily despatched to 
the woods to find all the ingredients to concoct the remedy to cure ‘Teddy Bear’!  
Luckily all the Sixes were successful in finding everything required to save his life 
or we’d be looking for a new Group Scout Leader! 

To celebrate 50 years since the BT Tower in 
London opened, the Cubs had a go at building a 
tower out of garden canes and rubber bands 
stable enough to support a cup of water the right 
way.  Of the two towers one was more 
successful than the other! 

November is a month 
for Remembrance and, 

in a novel approach this year, the Cubs made a wreath of 
hands, with each hand containing a poem or prayer for 
Remembrance Day, before the hands were attached to a 
wreath.  The Pack held a short Remembrance Service 
and the Cubs read out their personal contributions 
followed by a two-minute silence. 

Earlier on in November they made Clothes Peg Bi-planes and Mini-catapults with 
lolly pop sticks. Great fun was had by all especially when it came to firing 
marshmallows from the catapults.   Other activities have included making and 
eating “armpit” fudge (not as gross as it sounds, just google it! ), making “bristle 
bots” and also having a go at programming “Robo Cub” to carry out a simple task. 

Fancy a spot of the action?  Come and join us. Tuesday evening 6.30 p.m.- 8 p.m. 
Base 2000 Carpenters Down RG24 7LE.  Look forward to seeing you 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

   

TEST VALLEY PEST CONTROL LTD 

   

                               

Wasp Nest Treatment £58.00 + VAT 

2/10 UK Properties will host a Wasp Nest this summer. 
If you are one of the unfortunate ones, then call the experts. 

Head Office: (01256) 771632. 
Local Operator: Mobile: 07718 986 858. 

Rapid Response Call Out Service. 

All Treatments Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

British Pest Control Association ualified Staff. 

Staff Use Unmarked Vans To Assure A Discreet Service.     

WWW.TESTVALLEYPESTCONTROL.CO.UK                               
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BEAT THE STREET
WELL DONE TO POPLEY ! 

 From 30th September to 11th 
November in a six week period over 
2,000 Popley residents, school children 
and local groups took part in Beat the 
Street and walked the equivalent of going 
around the world once, clocking up over 
24,000 miles! The overall winner for 
achieving the most miles was St Bede’s 
Catholic Primary School with Marnel 
Junior School as runners up!  Winners who 
achieved the highest average score were 
Melrose Hall and Popley Fields Cycling 
Club with St Bede’s Catholic Primary 
School as runners up! The winners receive 
£500 and runners up £250 so once again 
the Popley community will benefi t from 
the achievements of all involved. 
 All prizes were awarded  to 
the winners and runners up, including 
individual awards by the Worshipful the 
Mayor of Basingstoke Cllr Anne Court at 
a prize-giving ceremony held at Melrose 
Hall on 20th November 2015.
 Now if this has left you full of 
enthusiasm and you want to carry on 
getting fi t why not think about joining 
some of the local activities, listed below, 
that are happening in Popley?? Either 
do it and act now or, as Christmas fast 
approaches, commit to making it one of 
your New Year resolutions!!  Popley has 
already travelled the world once, let’s go 
around again!

Melrose Hall  and Popley Fields 
Community Cycling Club

FREE – Leisurely guided bike rides, 1 to 
1 cycle coaching. Get active, meet friends 
and make new ones in Popley! Open to 
adults and kids.*
 Bring your own bike or borrow 
one of ours.**
 Melrose Hall Community Centre, 
Abbey Road, Basingstoke, RG24 9ES.
 Schedule and enquiries- Vicki 
Jackson or Andrea Regan T:01256 
420676 E: melrosehall2@gmail.com or 
Tracey Judge T: 01256 414494 E: offi  ce@
popleyfi elds.org.
 If you are also interested in 
becoming a volunteer and training to be a 
cycle leader please get in touch!

*Kids must be accompanied by an adult 
aged over 18 years.
**Kids bring your own bikes.

Health Walks

 There are two free weekly health 
walks leaving from Popley.  The walks 
are led by trained leaders and are the ideal 
way to gently improve your fi tness, make 
new friends and enjoy your local parks 
and open spaces.  There is no need to 
book on to the walks, just turn up on the 
day and register.
 • Basing Wood entrance, 
Carpenter’s Down, RG24 9AE.
 Every Tuesday at 11.30am.
 A moderate paced walk for an 
hour.
 • Shakespeare House Medical 
Centre, Shakespeare Road, RG24 9DS
 Every Friday at 11am.
 A choice of two walks: one of 
around 30-60 minutes are a slower pace 
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and a faster paced walk of around 60-90 
minutes.
 For more information on 
Basingstoke Health Walks scheme 
please visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/healthwalks or contact the scheme 
coordinator on 01256 845752 or 
healthwalks@basingstoke.gov.uk.

Back to Netball

 A New Back to Netball sessions 
have started in Popley.  These fun and 
informal sessions are aimed at beginners 
or those who would like to start playing 
netball again.
 Dates: every Thursday from 5 
November – 10th December, and then 7th 
January – 11th February.
 Time: 7-8pm,
 Cost: £3 (or £2 for Popley 
residents)
 Venue: Popley Fields Community 
Centre, RG24 9AE.
 For more information on the 
sessions please contact Carey McCormick 
on 07595 086751 or carey.mccormick@
englandnetball.co.uk. 

Couch to 5km

 We’d like to see if there is enough 
interest to start a beginners Couch to 
5Km running group in Popley.  The group 
would be aimed at those with little or no 
running experience and sessions would be 
delivered in a friendly, fun and inclusive 
manner by a fully qualifi ed UK Athletics 
coach.  Sessions would take place on 
a weeknight at a cost of roughly £3 per 

week.
 If this sounds like something that 
you might want to give a go, then please 
register your interest by contacting Amy 
Sambell, Assistant Wellbeing Offi  cer – 
Sport, on 01256 845752 or amy.sambell@
basingstoke.gov.uk.

Buggy Fit

 Want to meet other mums? Why 
not join a one hour  buggyfi t class. The free 
six week course is suitable for all levels 
of fi tness and all types of pushchairs and 
buggies. For more information or to book 
onto the course please contact Emma 
Perkins on 07973 389407. 

Forever Young
 Over 55?  The Forever Young 
group meets every Wednesday 2-4pm at 
Popley Fields Community Centre.  As 
well as activities and trips they off er an 
opportunity to take part in keep fi t and 
yoga at a gentle pace. To be part of this 
social group please contact Tracey Judge 
T: 01256 414494 E: offi  ce@popleyfi elds.
org or just turn up!!

Everest Health and Leisure Club
 Don’t forget you have your own 
local health and leisure facilities in Popley 
based at the Everest Community Academy 
site. For further details of their programme 
and activities contact Everest Health and 
Leisure Club on 01256 337573 or http://
www.everestcommunityacademy.org/
health-leisure-club/.
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Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035BASINGSTOKE'S NO 1 HOME CHOOSE FLOORING COMPANY

FIRST CLASS FACILITIES FOR  
ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

Everest Health & Leisure Club  
Everest Community College, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP  
Gym Team:  01256 337576  Main Reception:  01256 337573  

Four Court Sports Hall 
Floodlit Astro & MUGAs 
Junior & Senior Football Pitches 
Dance Studio 
 
GYM:-  Matrix Trainer 
   38 Stations 
                   Classes Programme 

Memberships from £15
 
Meeting Rooms with Servery 
200 Seat Performance Theatre 
Classrooms 
WiFi 
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Chineham Library
 It is hard to believe that Christmas is already approaching fast. During December many of the 
library activities will have a Christmas theme as the big day approaches. There will also be Christmas 
stock available to borrow, to help get you into the Christmas spirit. As well as our normal days, we will 
be closed on the public bank holidays and on Saturday 26th December. No loans will be due on these 
dates, and it will still be possible to return items through the letterbox to avoid incurring charges.
 Our next Saturday craft session for children of primary school age will take place on 5th 
December between 10am and 12pm. The other regular groups meeting this month will be the CHIPPS 
reading group for parents and preschool children on 16th December, from 10 - 11am, and the Crime 
Reading Group on 12th December, 10.30 - 11.30am.  New faces are always welcome at these groups.
 Age Concern are still holding their computer sessions for the over 50s between 10am and 1pm. 
They will break for Christmas, so if you wish to attend, it will be best to check with library staff  or the 
local offi  ce on 01256 423874 fi rst. The Card Making Group will be meeting on 3rd and 17th December, 
and they would also love to see some new faces there. 
 In addition to the new sections of Quickpicks and Author of the Month sections which we 
started recently, we are starting another new section of Fastbacks. These are the current bestselling 10 
titles for both fi ction and non-fi ction. These will be displayed prominently at the front of the library. 
They are only available for a two week loan period, to ensure maximum access to these popular books. 
We would welcome your feedback on these new sections. The Library Service is also carrying out 
a consultation exercise over the plans for the future of the Service through to 2020. There is more 
information about this available on the website and in the libraries, including a questionnaire which you 
are invited to submit.
 The whole team at Chineham Library would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas. Cathy 
Foster

From the Friends of the Willis Museum
 You must have noticed the Basingstoke Triumphal Gateway, that modern public art work at 
the end of London Street, but have you had a really good look at it? Why is it there, why is it shaped 
like that, who designed it, how was it constructed and when, and what are the images all about on those 
sixteen bronze panels? If these questions interest you, you might like to know that the Friends of the Willis 
Museum have a popular book on the subject which has just been reprinted. The Gateway’s design and 
construction is explained with help from its designer Peter Parkinson, whilst the images on the bronze 
panels are fully interpreted in words – the panels were cast in Basingstoke, by the way, by the famous 
Morris Singer Foundry. Actually the panels amount to a thematic history of Basingstoke, and so therefore 
does the book, referring for example to the development of local industries, leisure and transport facilities, 
and to episodes such as the siege of Basing House and the gruesome case 
of Mrs Blunden accidentally buried in the Holy Ghost Cemetery whilst 
still alive. The lively text is lavishly supported by illustrations, many in 
colour, including specially taken photographs of all the bronze panels and 
of relevant exhibits in the town’s museums. Copies can be bought from the 
Willis Museum, or through the Friends’ website, as also can; the acclaimed 
“Story of Basingstoke” DVD, with the commentary to part one spoken by the 
late John Arlott; Dear Mr Willis, Derek Wren’s biography of the museum’s 
founder; and a recently revised short guide to Basingstoke’s old buildings. 
Any of these could make a welcome Christmas present for someone with a 
genuine interest in our town. The Friends is a registered charity, and every 
penny they make goes towards improvements to the Willis Museum for 
Basingstoke people and visitors to the town. John Hollands
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Get ready for winter with our seasonal homecare tips

Make sure your pipes don’t freeze….If you have an outside tap, either turn it 
off  at the stop cock or get a special jacket to stop it freezing.
Make sure your tank doesn’t burst…if you’re going away over winter, drain 
your tank or make sure your heating is still coming on to stop pipes freezing.
Make sure you know where your stop cock is
Keep your home safe….Give a key to a trusted neighbour or friend and ask 
them to make sure post isn’t left visible and curtains are opened and closed. 
Buy a timer to turn lights and a radio on and off . Don’t leave Christmas 
presents or the boxes they came in anywhere visible in your home or in the 
rubbish bins.
Keep warm…bleed your radiators, get a keyhole cover and fi t thermal linings 
to your curtains.
Make sure your heating is working properly…if you have gas central 
heating and it’s due a service, get it booked with Central Heating Services 
(CHS) on 0800 917 9306.
Condensation can cause mould – keep your windows open on trickle vents, 
use lids on saucepans, don’t dry washing inside, keep your heating on a 
constant low setting and shut the door when you’re showering or bathing.
Snow and ice….stock up salt/grit for footpaths and have a shovel to be 
prepared for snow.
In case of power cuts….
 •Keep a torch with fresh batteries in an easy-to-fi nd place;
 •Turn off  electrical appliances and lights, but leave one light switched 
on so you know when the power is back on;
 •Be careful if you use other forms of heating and lighting (like paraffi  n 
heaters and candles);
 •Remember that your doorbell probably won’t work (unless it runs on 
batteries); and
 •Food in the freezer should keep for about eight hours without power. 
Don’t open the freezer doors unless you have to.
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Oral history project

Collecting memories of the years before the NHS
 Hampshire Wellbeing Services is now progressing to the second stage of its 
groundbreaking Heritage Lottery funded Sharing Heritage project. We are now ready 
to collect oral histories of the oldest members of the Basingstoke community (75+).
 We will record these stories and use them to inform and educate younger 
people in the area about the heritage of Basingstoke’s oldest residents.
 We have now trained our interviewers in oral history collection techniques. 
In the next two months they will operate as volunteers to collect the participants’ 
memories, stories, attitudes and approaches to life, health and wellbeing in the times 
before 1948 when the NHS was established. For instance, our interviewers will want 
to fi nd out what they and their families did when someone was ill, what remedies 
were used and whether they had to pay for using a hospital.
 A male graduate of the oral history training said: ‘I totally enjoyed today.  
Great visit to Pemberley and a warm and pleasant afternoon session.  Well run and 
organised. I am looking forward to getting  started’.
 We are now recruiting older members of the Basingstoke community (75+) 
with stories and memories of caring for health and wellbeing pre-NHS. We also want 
to hear from older people who migrated to Britain and found their way to Basingstoke 
to fi nd out about their memories health systems and approaches to health and 
wellbeing in other countries.
 Remarking on the oral history training, Hampshire Wellbeing Services, 
Managing Director said, as part of the course all our participants had the opportunity 
to practice their interviewing skills with older members of the community who 
volunteered.  Even during those short interviews we: heard stories from local heroes 
and sheroes heard about; attitudes and survival approaches in those times; and 
revisited bygone social systems and approaches to caring for their wellbeing. There 
are a lot more exciting stories to collect’.
 The interviews will take one hour and will be conducted in the individual’s 
home or in another quiet location. The voices and memories we collect will become 
part of Hampshire’s history and will be stored at the Hampshire Record Offi  ce for 
future reference by the public.
 If you, or someone you know, would like to take part contact Jayne at HWS 
for more information on: 01256 423 830 or send an email to: services@hantswell.
org. with ‘Collecting Memories’ in the subject bar.
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N&P 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

01256 331037 

07784 492884 

All aspects of home improvement 
and maintenance 

Decorating - internal and external 
 

Electrics - Carpentry - Plastering 
 

 Over 25yrs experience 

Specialists in complete bathroom 
design 

Supply and installation 

Tiling - walls & floors 
Ceramics/porcelain/stone 

np-home-improvement.co.uk 

Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available

Tuesday 12.00 till 5.00pm
Wednesday 12.00 till 6.30pm

Thurs 12.00 till 6.30pm
Friday 12.00 till 6.30pm 

Saturday 09.00am till 4.00pm

JUST WALK IN
41 Sherborne Road. RG21 5TP

Follow The Blonde Barber on Facebook.

01256 333624
Web site:- www.theblondebarber.com
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com

Karina's Devine Hair 
 

 I am a qualifi ed and professional 
mobile hairdresser and barber specialising in 
Afro-Caribbean weaves/cornrows/relaxing/
single plaits/dreadlocking etc.
 European hair trims/cuts/shampoo/
blow dry at HUGELY competitive cost. 
 Brazilian Keratin blow dry starting 
from £60.
 Beauty treatments - I off er individual 
eyelash extensions from £35.
 Gelish nail polish £15 which lasts up 
to two weeks and on feet 6-8 weeks.

Recommend a friend get 10% off .

Please call on 
07701353340

Check out my website:
www.karinadevinehairstyles.weebly.com
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Many thanks to all the players and their families that made our 
Halloween Quiz Night such a success. It was absolutely fantastic to 
see so many of you having fun and entering into the ‘spirit’ of things!

At the time of writing we are well into ‘cup season’ and a lot of our 
teams have found themselves up against some stiff  opposition but, 
as is the MFC Popley way, each and every one of our players has 

faced up to the challenges before them with grit and determination resulting in some 
excellent team displays and further enhancing our growing reputation as one of the top 
clubs in Basingstoke.
Keep up the good work guys and gals! #REDandBLACKARMY #BattleCry

MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner 
Club now have a dedicated club-shop website where you can purchase kit and 
accessories for both children AND adults.
Please visit the MFC Popley club-shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/
mfcpopley/

As always, we are looking to recruit new volunteer coaches into MFC Popley Youth.  
Experience is not necessarily required, as full training will be arranged by the Club , but a 
passion for football and teaching children how to play the game at grassroots level is a must.
Please contact the Club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for more details.

The Club welcomes more parents getting actively involved with MFC Popley Youth, 
especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s), running the line 
(under 11s upward) and the set up of the pitches and Respect lines. If you are interested 
in helping out please make yourself known to the manager/coach of your particular 
age group.
Also if any parent/guardian of players in any of our age groups would like to volunteer 
their time as a member of the committee, please feel free to contact the club either by 
email or through your child’s manager/coach. 

You can get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account,                                                  
@MFC_PopleyYouth & by using the hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
A l s o ,   M F C  P o p l e y  Y o u t h  h a s  a  d e d i c a t e d  c l u b  p a g e  o n  Facebook .

Contact the club -
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi  cer: mfcpopleyyouth@
live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Club Sponsor: BGS PLUMBING & HEATING
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

We have Popley Explorers Preschool Monday to Friday from 8.30am 
until 3pm. For full details ring Sharon on 363156.
We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm. Come along and join in the fun.
Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New members are 
welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments are also available and it fi nishes 
around about 10pm.
Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat,  5pm until 7pm. For details ring Miss Lacey on 01256 
321160. 
Thursday night we have street dance and ballet classes for ages two and a half years to adults, 
4.30pm until 5.30pm. For full details ring Samantha on 07811299484.
Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.
Friday night is Friday Night Club from 5 until 6:30pm

The hall is also available at reasonable rates. For details ring Janet on 01256 363156.

 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for 
birthdays, wedding receptions, conferences and regular 
groups. Please ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for 
more information or e-mail us at Melrosehal2l@gmail.
com
 Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

WHATS ON IN DEC:
MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:     9.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People 
     5.15-7.30pm Suma Karate
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:   9.30am  Slimming World
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:     DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     9.40am  Group cycle Ride (weather permiting)
       Free bike loan available
SATURDAY:    9.00am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:    Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 

for times of services.
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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Visit us at:

Contact us on:

Email us at:

Or find us on Facebook:
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 Superfast Broadband Update
 The Internet has been transforming how we live and work for over 20 years, 
and Superfast Broadband is becoming a necessity for many households, whether to shop 
or bank online, make doctor’s appointments, Skype family, do homework, work from 
home, run a business, catch up on a soap, or tweet, Facebook and Snapchat friends. 
However it’s been anything but superfast to arrive for many, who have been stuck with 
speeds introduced nearly 10 years ago.
 As we reported in September, following campaigning by residents and the 
support of our local Popley Councillors, BT’s Openreach Division committed to upgrade 
more of their network in Popley to be capable of providing superfast “fi bre” broadband. 

 The good news is the physical 
work to provide the additional 
green fibre cabinets began in 
early November; one covering 
the Elevate/Everest Park/Glaciers 
developments on the former 
John Hunt school site; and the 
other covering the eastern end of 
Marnel Park (the western half was 
enabled in 2013).

 Once complete, we believe all Popley residents will fi nally have the option of 
at least one superfast fi bre broadband service, and though some in the Maldive Road/
Faroe Close area are limited to Virgin Media to obtain superfast speeds, the majority 
have a competitive choice of provider.  
 At the time of going to press, the two new cabinets had been sited and 
Openreach were carrying out cabling works. If all goes to plan, and after completing 
testing, we hope they will both be ready for customer orders around the time you read 
this in December. 
 The latest news on the upgrades can be found on the community website 
http://fi bre.everestpark.org.uk, which also includes information all residents may fi nd 
useful when choosing a broadband supplier, as well as links to check on superfast fi bre 
broadband availability and forecast 
speeds.
 As a reminder, there are no fi bre 
fairies, and people will not automatically 
receive faster speeds when fibre 
broadband arrives;  existing “ADSL” 
services continue to be available and 
often provide the lowest prices. by Oliver 



WHIPPER SNAPPERS 
CHILDCARE

 OFSTED REGISTERED CHILDMINDER

 We have over twenty years’ 
experience. Your child will be in a fun, 
loving, and caring environment.  We pick 
up from all Popley schools. We have a 
wide range of toys for all ages. We have 
a number of family pets, all friendly! Our 
children have the opportunity to take 
part in a variety of activities and outings, 
including, swimming, cooking, messy 
play, and many other activities to suit 
your child’s age.
 All food is fresh and cooked 
daily.
 Bespoke hours catered for.
 To arrange a visit please contact 
me on 07540622818

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Instructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL

WITH

Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off  Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner
 

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting, 
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and 

verruca treatments

All in the comfort of
your own home.

 
 

For more details 
please call:

07939-211003



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we off er:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


