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Message from the Editor: Valentine’s Day is on 14th 
February, as always, and so it seems the right time to ask if you 
know, or are, a Golden Couple that is celebrating your Golden 
Wedding anniversary of 50 years. It is especially poignant to me 
as I would have been celebrating my Golden Wedding with my 
late husband Ken. Details on page 27 for how to apply to meet the 
Mayor.
I was sad to hear of Mike Mullender’s passing as he devoted 60 
years to the Scout movement; Mike was a leading member in 
getting the Base 2000 building in Popley nearly 16 years ago . Our 

deepest sympathy goes to Beryl his wife, who writes the Scouts page in Popley Matters 
and to her family. 
Basingstoke Community Transport has been serving people for 30 years but they 
need more volunteer drivers to help keep up the demands of people wanting to use 
their valuable service, many of whom are disabled or elderly, like me! Popley Fields 
certainly seem to have a wide variety of events and you can read about the Beer Festival 
and on page 17 on page 16 is news about Popley Festival. It is amazing the time and 
eff ort that is put in every year for this ever popular event.
Great news on page 28  with regard to the new cabinets in Popley. They will bring a 
much better service to some residents in Popley that have waited 
a long time with a hard battle to get these connected. A special 
thank you to Oliver who, like  me, never gave up. Oliver  and his 
knowledge were outstanding, also his resilience in contacting BT 
regularly, and pushing for a solution. 
Good Luck to our Popley girl Nicola in her endeavour to be Miss 
England. Read about her on page 5.
Contact me either by phone on 01256 819924 or email: editor@
popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman ; 
Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Tony Frankum; 
Steven Hagger; Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy 
Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Janet Payne; Mick Portlock; Nawmoo Rar; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith;  
Joel; Christine Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobold; Janet Ward and Carole Wheeton
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About Basingstoke Community Transport (BCT)
 Basingstoke Community Transport has been providing passenger 
transport services to the Community of Basingstoke and Deane since 1984.
 It originally started with just one minibus but it soon became apparent 
that there was a need for a transport service to support local community groups 
and their members to be able to get out and about. It was during this time that 
the early seeds of the Community Transport Sector were being sown.
 Today we have a fl eet of 16 passenger vehicles of which 3 of them are 
cars and are fully accessible to provide for passengers with boarding diffi  culties 
and the carriage of wheel chair passengers.
 During this time we have transported more the 1 ½ million people to 
activities, meetings, outings and places of interest bringing joy and a smile to 
many faces.
 From those early days we (BCT) and the Community Transport Sector 
have come a long way, in service delivery, accessible minibus design, quality 
and understanding our members and passengers needs.
 We hope and plan to be about for some time yet delivering good quality 
services to our community. And now, back by popular demand, we have our car 
scheme in operation which off ers the more mobile citizens of the community to 
travel to their desired destinations.
 We are currently working on a few projects one of which will include the 
Popley community which could prove to be of interest to many. More details of 
this project will be made available very soon 

For all equerries please ring Tel:01256 320501 
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Popley East: Proposals for the 
paddling pool site at Chineham Park, together 
with improvement works to Chineham Park 
and Tewkesbury Close open space, are well 
advanced. A wet play facility or splash pad will 
replace the paddling pool. All being well the work 
should be completed by the end of March/early 
April 2016, which will mean this facility will be 
available for children during the summer period.
Likewise the works proposed to the entrance 
at Chineham Park and Tewkesbury Close open 
space, with landscaping, improved signage and 
cycling facilities across both sites, should be 
completed by the end of March.
We have experienced a spate of low level 
vandalism throughout Popley East recently 
including damage to bus shelters and fencing. We 
all care about the area and the motives of those 
who destroy things are diffi  cult to understand.
In the end the community pays for the repairs 
which are carried out so anything we can do 
to discourage this vandalism and make reports 
where possible will be a good thing.
We hope to fi nd out by the end of January 
who will be running the Bermuda and Marlowe 
Surgery over the years ahead.
The tenders for the new contract are being 
assessed and David has been involved in some 
parts of this evaluation.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Viv Washbourne 07900890088
cllr.vivien.washbourne@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: We met residents of 
Magnolia Court, Abbey Court and users 
of The Community Transport, Sentinel 
and a Basingstoke and Deane transport 
offi  cer to talk about issues with The 
Community Transport. It was so good 
to be able to help and get satisfactory 
outcomes. We also talked about trying to 
get a service that could get residents from 
one end of Popley to the other. It is really 
hard for people to get to the doctors and 
back again. Stagecoach refuse to provide a 
route. It could take time to set up but as we 
have been trying for many years to, wait a 
few months to get a service will be worth 
it!
We have asked that the Popley 
Community Park get repairs to  the paths, 
hedge cutt ing and the blocked drain that 
is causing fl ooding repaired. We have also 
asked that the tree near Don Allen Drive 
be cut back as it overhangs the path and it 
means people have to walk in the road. We 
will bring this problem to the Community 
Neighbourhood Group at the next meeting 
to get regular maintenance there. 
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.framkum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@popleymatt ers.org.uk

Councillors’ Page:  I have again reported that the traffi c lights at bottom of Don 
Allen Drive are not in sequence and constantly causing cars to stop there when there 
is no need. The work to make it a safer crossing should start soon, if all the yellow, blue 
and white markings are anything to go by? 
 Roadworks continue and seem never ending. I, like many other residents and 
motorists, will be glad when they are completed, but I fear it is a few months yet 
before all the work is done.
 The works on the expansion of Marnel Infant and Junior schools are 
progressing well. The staff, children, parents and governors are really pleased with the 
fi nished parts of Merton Infant and Junior schools
 I still have a small amount of grant money left in my County Councillors 
Devolved Budget. If you are a group in need of equipment or to fund an event,  you 
can apply online in the HCC website. For more information contact me as below. 
 The Hampshire Fire and Rescue consultation has fi nished and the report 
will be on the Fire Authority website. The decision on the fi nal proposals will be put 
before the full committee on 24th February. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email 
jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner
 

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting, 
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and 

verruca treatments

All in the comfort of
your own home.

 
 

For more details 
please call:

07939-211003
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Basingstoke Beauty Hopes to Win the County’s Crown
 Nicola Ascroft, aged 22 from Popley, Basingstoke, will be competing in the Miss Hampshire 
competition for the county's crown!
 The competition will take place on Saturday 12th March 2016, at Alton House Hotel. There are  
numerous diff erent categories Nicola and all the other contestants will be judged on: Charity - who can 
raise the most amount of money; Talent - they will record a short video of them performing their talent; 
Social Media - who could be most interactive and gain the most amount of likes on their photo; PR - who 
could gain the most amount of positive press; Popularity - text voting; Eco - gone are the days of bikini 
rounds, instead they have to create their own dress out of economic and recycled materials; Interview 
- a separate interview with the judges alone, and also a public interview in front of judges, competitors 
and guests; Photogenic - each girl will have a short photoshoot, David Freeman will then award the girl 
who is most photogenic, and fi nally Brainy Beauty - this is a new round to Miss Hampshire, and will 
consist of a quiz style questionnaire or general knowledge questions, as well as questions relating to Miss 
England.  
 Nicola took part for the fi rst time last year, and was over the moon when she won Charity 
Queen and Talent Queen, placed fi rst runner up Miss Hampshire, made it through to the semi fi nal of 
Miss England, and was titled Miss Basingstoke 2015! 
 Nicola says, "I feel this year there is a much higher expectation of myself to do well in the 
competition". 
 As well as the Miss Hampshire fi nals, Nicola has also made it through to two other national 
heats: Miss Popularity, and Miss Beauty with a Purpose. The winner of these two rounds will also win a 
place in the Miss England Grand Final!
 So why has our Miss Basingstoke 2015 entered again?
 "For the last 10 months of my reign, I feel I have not only accomplished a lot, and grown 
as a person, I have been able to use my title to the best of its ability - raising thousands of pounds and 
awareness for many local charities such as: Beauty with a Purpose, Naomi House, Breathe with Me 
Strawfi e Challenge, Anna's Challenges, and many more!
 Beyond that, I have made friendships that will last a lifetime, created the most amazing 
memories, and met such inspirational young ladies and gentlemen who have all become role models to 
younger children, and have aspirations to change the world for the better.
 “What's not to love?”
 "My fi rst year would not have been able to have been as successful as it was without the help 
and support of my amazing family, friends and sponsors: 'Deb's Beauty salon'- my sponsor of Miss 
Hampshire, 'Absolute Entertainment' my sponsor at Miss England semi fi nal and charity events, 'Bounce 
4 Fun' for providing a bouncy castle at one of my charity events."
 The winner of the Miss Hampshire 
competition will go on to the Miss England 
Grand Finals later on this year. 
 "I would really love to win Miss 
Hampshire this year, to be able to represent 
my county as well as my town; spreading 
my charity work as far as I can". 
 If you wish to follow Nicola's 
journey, you can fi nd her on Facebook by 
searching "Miss Basingstoke 2015". 

Thank you for your support!



Page 6

Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

®

www.dreamdoors.co.uk

Kitchen Before..!

  

Quality Kitchen Facelifts 
• Trusted reputation
• Large choice 
 of doors, 
 worktops, 
 appliances 
 and accessories
• Free planning & 
 design service

For a Beautiful New
Kitchen just change 
the doors!

Visit our Showroom: 86-88 Chapel Street, 
Thatcham, Berks RG18 4QN  -  Free Parking at rear

Call Lesley now for your FREE 
no obligation quote on 
01635 867336

EST.
1999
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Dear Friends

Ever heard of a place in Wales called EGLWYSWRW? (I may need some help with 
pronunciation!)  Anyhow, this small town in Pembrokeshire has had 82 days of continuous 
rainfall.  Not a dry day since 25th October but yet the record is held by Islay in Scotland – 89 
days of continuous rainfall.  As poor as the weather has been over the last month or so you have 
to say ‘that’s wet!’  It’s certainly reminiscent of the story of Noah and the Great Flood!

We had a fab time in Messy Church just last Friday (15th Jan) with lots of children and families. 
Our theme just happened to be the story of Noah and the Great Flood.  The children had a 
marvelous time making animal masks, Noah’s Ark and some very colourful rainbows.  We then 
moved onto the story itself and I tried to draw, with some very willing young helpers a picture 
of what Noah may have looked like.  After several restarts it became clear that my attempts 
were quite comical – but then I’m no cartoonist – in the end we settled on one produced by the 
children themselves.

We then went on to talk about New Year’s Resolutions; what they are and why we make them.  
They are, as many of the children knew, promises to ourselves to change something in our lives 
in a positive way for the coming year.  So we may promise to give up smoking, get fi t, watch 
less TV, work harder at our relationships, be better stewards of our fi nances and so on.  Sadly 
they don’t often last too long!

The point I was making to them was that with drawing a picture there’s always the opportunity 
to begin again, to start over and so it is with God! With Him there is always the opportunity for 
a new beginning no matter where, or in what situation we may fi nd ourselves.

What about the story of Noah? When God saw the selfi shness and self-centeredness of his 
people, when He saw the violence and the lack of care that dominated their lives; when He saw 
their lack of respect and understanding for one another and for Him He decided enough was 
enough and sent the fl ood, saving only Noah and his family and each pair of animal species.  
At the end of the fl ood He made a promise to himself and to Noah that never again would He 
destroy what He had made and a sign of this promise set a rainbow in the sky.  They are a 
constant reminder of His faithfulness to His promise.

Perhaps as 2016 gets underway you fi nd yourself wishing for a fresh start, a new beginning or 
direction for your life.  Well, He is waiting, patiently and lovingly, off ering you that opportunity.  
If you’d like to take Him up on it please come along and see me or one of my team and have an 
informal chat.  We’d love to see you and to share with you what a great and wonderful thing it 
is to be part of His family.

Every blessing in Christ
Revd. Arthur
01256 324734

P.S. Fancy a really fun evening out with friends and family?  We’re having a QUIZ NIGHT ON 
27TH FEBRUARY to raise funds for our Buildings Project.  Open to all.  More details coming 
soon.  Look out for the posters!
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Dove House School Academy  

Tuesday 16th February 2016 

2.30pm-5.30pm 

Futures Fair, Basingstoke 

Do you or a family member have a learning disability or learning 
difficulƟes? Do you have quesƟons about the future?  

Come along to our event or contact us: 

01256 351555  
TED@dovehouse.hants.sch.uk 

ApprenƟceships 

Leisure  
AcƟviƟes 

Training 

Employment 
Social 
Clubs 

Further  
EducaƟon 

Social Care 

Wills and Trusts 

ChariƟes 

Housing Benefits 

Advice 

Supported 
Living 
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Marnel  Community Infant School is based in the heart of Popley, and has introduced generations 
of pupils to the joys of learning.  This wouldn’t be possible without the care and dedication of the 
staff  who work at the school, and the local people who volunteer their time as school governors.  
The Governing Body of the school is made up of a number of diff erent people, including staff , 
parents and local residents, who all have an interest in ensuring that the pupils at the school 
receive the highest level of education.  
The school is looking for people in the local community who would like to become involved 
in the Governing Body and help the school continue to develop and educate our local children.  
When you become a governor, you are fully supported with a range of training opportunities 
which will explain how to have a positive impact on the school.  A school governor’s primary 
role is to develop and monitor the schools strategic priorities, and through working with the 
Head Teacher, Miss Susan Cox, ensure that the young children of Popley are given the best 
possible start in their journey through school life.  The governing body meets once every half 
term, along with a number of visits to the school, in order to see how decisions  made have had 
a positive impact on our children.
If you are interested in becoming a governor, then please contact the school offi  ce on 01256 
329521, who will put you in contact with the Chair of Governors.

Chinese Whispers at Merton Junior School

 Chinese New Year arrived early at 
Merton Junior School and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, adults and children alike.
 Two members of staff  from the 
Art Department from Everest Community 
Academy arrived at Merton Junior School 
on Thursday afternoon as a tr ansition 
project, developing the move from junior 
school to the secondary setting.
 The children were introduced to a range 
of art techniques, including the blending of art 
pastels.  This is a project that will be completed 
over the coming weeks and will be on display 
in the school for all to see.
 Well  done Year 6 and Everest 
Community Academy. 
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Neat Feet Footcare
Health and Beauty for your feet in the comfort 

of your own home
    Treatments include:
  • Toe Nail cutting
 • Finger Nail cutting
 • Reduction of thickened nails
 • Callus and corn removal
 • Hard skin and cracked heels
 • Fungal infections of the nails and skin
 • Ingrowing toe nails
 • Diabetic footcare
 • Verrucas
 • Pedicures

07875137299
julia@neatfeetfootcare.co.uk
http://neatfeetfootcare.co.uk/

LLinguatastic 
SSchool of Languages 

 

Offers classes for: 
• Pre-schoolers
• Primary school children
• Secondary school children
• Adults

In: 
French 
German 
Spanish 
Italian 
Mandarin 
English as a foreign 
language 

And on the evening of 20th September we are 
celebrating European Day of Languages at Christ 
Church, Chineham.  There will be international food 
and entertainment (incl. a quiz, dancing and a 
raffle). Tickets cost £25 per family, £10 per adult, 
£5 per child and must be purchased in advance. 
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 Over 55s Forum
Our Open Forum dates for 2016 are:-
 10th February, 13th April, 8th June, 10th August, 12th October and 7th December at 
the Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke. times are  10.15am to 1.30pm. There has been a 
selection of good speakers arranged for the fi rst half of the year. Any non-members wishing to 
attend should contact the secretary on 07792535116 or e-mail gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com.

Our trips out for 2016:-
 Cadburys World. (26th February); Mini Car Factory Tour in March; Chiltern Valley 
Winery in April; Chelsea Pensioners  in May; RHS Wisley Gardens; Brick Lane Music Hall; 
Waverley Paddle Steamer; Laycock Village; Littlecote House; Chatham Docklands; and 
Waddesden Manor  (Christmas Fair.)                                                                                    
 We have a day trip to Guernsey on 14th July and includes breakfast and dinner 
vouchers, and coach. Members £46, Non members £48.
 Fancy a weekend in De-Panne (Belgium) staying at the Ibis hotel and travelling via 
Eurotunnel?. Members £99.00, Non members £101.00. There is a £40 deposit when booking. 
Single Room Supplement £25.
 18th to 20th November (3 days) for the Thursford Spectacular - this really needs to 
be seen to believe it, absolutely brilliant. You will be staying at Best Western Brook Hotel, 
Norwich. members £209, non members £211.
 Other activities include our singing group practice that meets  every Tuesday from 
1.30 - 3pm at the Carnival Hall.
 Every Thursday 11.00am to 12.00pm Movement and Stretch for Over 55s. £2,50 
members, - £3.50 non members at the Carnival Hall.

Basingstoke Amateur Operatic Society 
Presents West Side Story

8-12th March 2016
Passion. Drama. Music. Dance.  Can true love conquer all?  

 Following the sell-out success of Hairspray, BAOS is set to bring the streets of New 
York in the mid 50s back to Basingstoke.  The story of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is vividly 
and emotionally brought to life through the rivalry of the Jets and the Sharks in Bernstein’s 
musical masterpiece.  Two teenage street gangs from diff erent ethnic backgrounds.  As war 
builds between the two gangs, the Sharks from Puerto Rico are taunted by the Jets of New 
York.  When Tony, a Jet ready to leave the gang life behind, falls for the beautiful Maria, the 
sister of the Sharks’ leader Bernardo, tension escalates between the two groups.  All leading to 
a violent rumble that will leave your heart racing.  Watch as the two young lovers desperately 
try to fi nd a way to be together despite living in a time of much hate and ignorance.  With 
songs such as ‘America’, ‘Somewhere’, ‘Tonight’, ‘I Feel Pretty’, ‘One Hand, One Heart’ and 
‘Jet Song’, it’s a show full of emotion, strength and intense dance numbers.

www.baos.org
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

The cout troop continues to grow under the 
guidance of its new leader, Kevin Pocock. 

Several members enjoyed a visit to the Bowling Abbey in Southampton as a 
change from the more usual pantomime or Christmas Show to close the autumn 
term.  The troop also visited the RAF Museum at Hendon.   Another evening they 
had an eventful time with a laser quest event in Southampton when they joined 
up with another troop in the city. 

Plans for later in the term include a visit to the Solent Aircraft Museum, a crabbing 
expedition and the ever popular night hike and sleepover.   

The cout troop is open to both boys and girls aged between aged between 
10½ - 14 years.  Meetings are in Base 2000 on Friday evenings from 7 – 9 p.m.  

Some of the older members of the troop  moved 
on to the Explorer Scout section at the beginning 
of the year and are now experiencing yet more 
adventurous tasks and challenges run at a District 
level.   

One has chosen to start to work as a Young Leader where 
young people are able to take on a leadership role in one 
of the younger sections. The Young Leaders' Scheme 
helps Explorer Scouts to develop and grow as individuals   
make a valuable contribution to their community and be of 
service to others. Young Leaders aim to complete four 
missions  each one signified by the addition of an oak leaf 
around a central acorn. The missions include  basic 
training in first aid and how to lead; how to run a variety of 
games  for younger people including  

involved and how to manage risk; run an activity out-of-doors as part of a section 
programme  and taking part in sectional programme planning and community 
involvement.  Those successful in completing the scheme are awarded the coveted 
Young Leader Buckle.   

For more information try our facebook news -  
https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts 
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slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

happy!
live
with

Slimming World

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

POPLEY
Melrose Hall

Abbey Road

***New morning time and session***
9am & 11am

5.30pm & 7.30pm

Call Hazel on 07796158098
 for more details
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Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035BASINGSTOKE'S NO 1 HOME CHOOSE FLOORING COMPANY

Visit us at:

Contact us on:
Email us at:
Or find us on Facebook:

WHIPPER SNAPPERS 
CHILDCARE

 OFSTED REGISTERED CHILDMINDER

 We have over twenty years’ 
experience. Your child will be in a fun, 
loving, and caring environment.  We pick 
up from all Popley schools. We have a 
wide range of toys for all ages. We have 
a number of family pets, all friendly! Our 
children have the opportunity to take 
part in a variety of activities and outings, 
including, swimming, cooking, messy 
play, and many other activities to suit 
your child’s age.
 All food is fresh and cooked 
daily.
 Bespoke hours catered for.
 To arrange a visit please contact 
me on 07540622818
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The Marie Curie Daff odil Day
 Happy New Year to all and thank you very much for your generosity at 
Chineham Shopping Centre last year; we raised an amazing £900.03.
 Marie Curie Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their home 
and, in some cases, in hospices.  Unfortunately they are unable to provide nurses 
in the Basingstoke area but they do have nurses in other parts of Hampshire.  
They also use the money to pay for research into Palliative Care which is shared 
with other organizations.
 The major fundraising event of the year is the 
Daff odil Day.  This year it is 27 February at Chineham 
Shopping Centre and 5 March in Festival Place.  If you 
can spare an hour or more, please call Sally or Wendy on 
023 8026 3123 or go to mariecurie.org.uk to register for a 
collection near you.  Thank you.

40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

We have Popley Explorers Preschool Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 
3pm. For full details ring Sharon on 363156.
We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm. Come along 
and join in the fun.
Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New 
members are welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments 
are also available and it fi nishes around about 10pm.
Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat,  5pm until 7pm. For details ring Miss 
Lacey on 01256 321160. 
If you like to dance we have Street dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for 
ages from two and a half year  to adults, 4.30 until 5.30pm. For full details 
contact Samantha on 07811299484.
Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.
Friday night is Friday Night Club from 5 until 6:30pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc at reasonable rates. 
For information, ring Janet on 01256 363156
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The Martians are Coming!
Thursday 11 February / 2pm / £3
 Orson Welles’s Mercury Theatre on the Air 
production of H. G. Wells’s The War of the 
Worlds has become one of the most talked-about 
broadcasts in history.  The realistic retelling of 
Wells’s original story resulted in mass panic 
across America.  People ran into the streets 
screaming that the world was ending.  Set within 
the background of America’s economic depression 
and rumbles of another world war coming from 
across the Atlantic, The Martians Are Coming 
sets the historic broadcast in the context of how 
Americans were thinking and feeling on the night 
their world almost – but not quite – came to an end.  
Discover Board Games
Saturday 13 February / 10am – 1pm / FREE 
/ Ages 3+
Young Embroiders Club
Saturday 13 February / 1.30pm – 4.15pm / £5 
/ Ages 5-16
Learn new skills and meet new friends.
Charlie’s Storytelling Parties
Monday 15 February / 10am & 11.15 am / £3 
(Adults Free) / Ages 2+
The Way Back Home
Join children’s entertainer and actress Charlie 
Sanderson for a super interactive 45 minutes 
storytelling party including singing, a giant 
parachute, bubbles and more.
F a m i l y  H i s t o r y  D r o p - i n
Tuesday 16 February/ 10am-12pm/ Free
H a v e  y o u  c o m e  t o  a  b r i c k  w a l k 
i n  y o u r  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h ?
These monthly drop-ins, with Hampshire 
Genealogical Society, will help you make 
progress with your project and try to solve any 
genealogical dilemmas-free of charge. Simply 
arrive with your questions and any relevant 
paperwork. These sessions are suitable for both 
beginners and experienced researchers. There 
will be free access to websites Ancestry and Find 
My Past.
Be Confident and Safe around Dogs – a 
workshop for children

Tuesday 16 February / 2pm / £1 (Adults free) 
/ Ages 5-11
The Education and Community Offi  cer for Dogs 
Trust in the South is providing a free workshop 
on Dog Safety for children aged 5-11. There will 
be lots of fun interactive activities, arts & crafts, 
story telling and an opportunity to meet a special 
visitor too!
CSI Kids
Wednesday 17 February / 11am – 1pm / £10 
(Adults free) / Ages 7+
Investigate a crime scene at Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre. Under the guidance of CID staff , children 
work their way through a series of clues using 
the same forensic techniques as real detectives to 
solve the crime, including dusting for fi ngerprints. 
All children receive a CSI kit to take home for 
further crime detection work…
Thomas the Tank Engine Day
Friday 19 February / from 10am / FREE / 
Ages 3+
Craft, LEt’sGO Construction, colouring and 
more…
Crime Fiction Reading Group
Saturday 20 February / 2pm / FREE
Meet others who share your enjoyment of this 
genre.Wessex Film Archives
Tuesday 23 February / 2pm / £3
Time travel around Basingstoke and Hampshire 
with Jan Smith from the Wessex Film Archive. 
See and hear history from late Victorian times to 
the present day and experience important events 
through the eyes of fi rst hand witnesses.
Get to Know Your iPads
Saturday 27 February & 5 March / 10am – 1pm 
/ £20 / (2-week course)
Suitable for those participated in the earlier 
course or for those with some experience
Find your way around an iPad and learn how to 
get the most out of its applications. 
(iPads available to use, or bring your own)
D i s c o v e r  B o a r d  G a m e s
Saturday 27 February / 10am – 1pm / FREE 
/ Ages 3+

Basingstoke Discovery Centre
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 Easter Eggstravaganza!!! Watch this space next 
month for more information! Easter Saturday 26th 
March we will have a mini disco, Easter egg hunt, 
Easter Bonnet competition and much, much more.
 Would you like to help us host French families over 
the Popley Festival weekend? Our twinned community 
centre is coming that weekend to partake in Popley 
Festival. We have a full programme of events if you 

would like to join us.
 Do you lack computer skills? Would you like to learn how 
to surf the net? Send e-mails?, trace your family history, pay bills 
on line, book a doctors appointment? Use social media? Starting in 
February we have a computer hub where you can learn all this and 
more!! Tuesdays  and Thursdays 12-2. Book in advance to secure your 
place. Contact Vicki 01256 420676.
WHATS ON IN FEB:
MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:     9.30-12.00am  Popley Little People 
     5.15-7.30pm  Suma Karate
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:   9.00am  Slimming World –Time Change
     11.00am  Slimming World – NEW!!!
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:     DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     9.40 for 10.00am  ride- Group cycle Ride (weather permiting)
     Free bike loan available
SATURDAY:    9.00am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabbath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:    Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 

for times of services.      

 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, 
wedding receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please ring Vicki 
Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at 
Melrosehal2l@gmail.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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N&P 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

01256 331037 

07784 492884 

All aspects of home improvement 
and maintenance 

Decorating - internal and external 
 

Electrics - Carpentry - Plastering 
 

 Over 25yrs experience 

Specialists in complete bathroom 
design 

Supply and installation 

Tiling - walls & floors 
Ceramics/porcelain/stone 

np-home-improvement.co.uk 

Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available

Tuesday 12.00 till 5.00pm
Wednesday 12.00 till 6.30pm

Thurs 12.00 till 6.30pm
Friday 12.00 till 6.30pm 

Saturday 09.00am till 4.00pm

JUST WALK IN
41 Sherborne Road. RG21 5TP

Follow The Blonde Barber on Facebook.

01256 333624
Web site:- www.theblondebarber.com
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com

Karina's Devine Hair 
 

 I am a qualifi ed and professional 
mobile hairdresser and barber specialising in 
Afro-Caribbean weaves/cornrows/relaxing/
single plaits/dreadlocking etc.
 European hair trims/cuts/shampoo/
blow dry at HUGELY competitive cost. 
 Brazilian Keratin blow dry starting 
from £60.
 Beauty treatments - I off er individual 
eyelash extensions from £35.
 Gelish nail polish £15 which lasts up 
to two weeks and on feet 6-8 weeks.

Recommend a friend get 10% off .

Please call on 
07701353340

Check out my website:
www.karinadevinehairstyles.weebly.com
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 The weather is wet and the ground is soggy, so that can 
only mean one thing! FOOTBALL IS BACK! Well, as long 
as the pitches aren't waterlogged! The boys and girls that have 
managed to play have shown great character and tenacity in such 
awful weather, with not one hint of a complaint. These boys and 
girls are warriors and wear the badge of  MFC Popley Youth 
with pride. Massive respect to the parents that watch and support 

the boys and girls week after week as well!
 So, as we march into 2016 with optimism and pride, let our Battle Cry be 
heard, for WE ARE THE RED AND BLACK ARMY!!!
 We are always looking to recruit new, enthusiastic volunteer coaches into 
MFC Popley Youth.  Experience is not necessarily required, full training will be 
arranged by the club, but a passion for football and teaching children how to play 
the game at grass roots level is a must.
 Please contact the club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for 
more details.
 The club welcomes more parents getting actively involved with MFC 
Popley Youth, especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 
7s), running the line (under 11              s upward) and the set up of the pitches and 
Respect lines. If you are interested in helping out please make yourself known to 
the manager/coach of your particular age group.
 You can get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, 
@MFC_PopleyYouth also by using  hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook
 MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike 
Partner Club has a dedicated club-shop website where you can purchase kit and 
accessories.
 Please visit the MFC Popley club-shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/
a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/.

Contact the club -
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi  cer: mfcpopleyyouth@
live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Sponsor: BGS PLUMBING & HEATING

Zak Collingwood
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Chineham Library
 February is a month when all the regular library activities take place as normal, even 
during the school half term week. On 6th February we are commemorating National Libraries 
Day 2016, and would love you to celebrate with us. There will be an adult fi ction display for 
you to brave taking a mystery wrapped up read to try! Adult colouring bookmarks will also be 
available to take away.
 Our Saturday children’s craft sessions continue on the fi rst Saturday of each month, 
with the next dates being the 6th February and the 5th March. These are aimed at primary school 
children and run from 10am to 12pm. The 6th February session will take the form of a celebration 
of National Libraries Day with a story time at 10am and a library themed craft session at 
10.30am. Our preschool story times take place on all the other Saturdays of each month, from 
10 to 10.30am. This time has replaced the previous Friday morning slot. Reminders will always 
be issued nearer the time on the Facebook page. 
 Regular adult groups meeting this month are the Crime Reading group and the CHIPPS 
reading group for parents and young children. The 
Crime group is meeting on 13th February from 
10.30 to 11.30, and CHIPPS on 10th February.  New 
faces are always very welcome, and details can be 
obtained from library staff . 
 Age Concern are still holding their regular 
computer sessions for the Over 50s on Wednesdays 
between 10am and 12pm. For availability please 
contact the local offi  ce on 01256 423874. The 
card making group will meet on 11th and 25th 
February and both these groups would welcome 
new members.  Cathy Foster

Collecting Memories of the Years Before the NHS
 HWS have now trained our interviewers in oral history collection techniques and are ready 
to collect oral histories of the oldest members of the Basingstoke community (over 75 years of age) 
who have memories and stories about the years prior to the NHS. 
 Over the next three months, our interviewers will be available to collect the childhood 
memories of our oldest citizens and compare them with life today. We want to understand what health 
and wellbeing meant to people in years prior to the NHS. 
 We are now recruiting older members of the Basingstoke community including those older 
people who migrated to Britain and found their way to Basingstoke. Their memories of dealing with 
health issues in other countries will be an additional will be fascinating to hear too. 
 The interviews will take one hour and will be conducted in the individual’s home or 
in another convenient quiet location. The voices and memories we collect will become part of 
Hampshire’s history and will be stored at the Hampshire Record Offi  ce for future reference by the 
public. 
 If you, or someone you know, would like to take part contact Jayne at HWS for more 
information on: 01256 423 830 or send an email to: services@hantswell.org. with ‘Collecting 
Memories’ in the subject bar.
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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Golden Opportunity for Couples’ Special Celebrations 

 Couples celebrating special anniversaries this year are being invited to a 
reception with Basingstoke and Deane’s Mayor. 
 The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Anne Court, is holding a special 
reception in April for married couples whose golden or diamond anniversary falls 
between 14 May 2015 and 12 May 2016. 
 The popular annual event for couples living in the borough aims to make their 
anniversary celebrations even more memorable, and the Mayor is appealing to all 
eligible couples to get in touch to ensure they receive an invitation. 
 Cllr Anne Court said: "Golden and diamond anniversaries are very special 
milestones and it is an honour and privilege to be able to join in the celebrations with 
so many couples from around the borough. 
 “I am appealing to couples, or their relatives or friends, to make sure they let 
us know so that they get an invitation to come in and join us.” 
 A reception will be held at the Civic Offi  ces on Wednesday 13 April 2016 at 
3pm. Golden and diamond couples should call the council's contact centre on 01256 
844844 and leave their contact details by Monday 21 March to be invited to attend. 
 For further information on this press release please contact: Sophia Waite-
King, Senior External information and Communications Offi  cer, on 01256 845746 or 
email sophia.waite-king@basingstoke.gov.uk. 
 For all media enquiries call 01256 845220 or email 
communications@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter @BasingstokeGov  

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra Favourite 
Classics Concert

The Anvil, Basingstoke
Sunday 20th March 2016 7:30pm

 As part of a series of very popular concerts presenting some of the most well 
known classical music, the Orchestra performs 3 favourite classics from the orchestral 
repertoire:  Sibelius’ rousing tone poem “Finlandia”: Chopin’s incredibly popular Piano 
Concerto No 1; and Brahms’ monumental Fourth Symphony.  We are delighted to be 
joined for the fi rst time by Japanese-Russian pianist Yoshio Hamano, prize winner of 
several major international piano competitions.
 This concert will appeal to seasoned concert-goers as well as those new to 
classical music. Come and enjoy an evening of thoroughly entertaining music played 
by your local orchestra.  Discounts are available for early bookings - please see our 
website for details www.bso.org.uk

Tickets available from £12 at www.anvilarts.org.uk
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Superfast Broadband Update
 The two new Superfast Fibre Broadband cabinets serving Everest and 
Marnel Parks went live at the beginning of December as forecast in the last 
update.  Each are capable of serving just under 300 properties but BT Openreach 
initially provide them with circuitry for around a sixth of that, 48 lines, and add 
further blocks as demand dictates. Unfortunately this initial capacity at Everest 
Park sold out in just over two days, highlighting built up demand, and at Marnel 
Park in around 10 days.  When this happens most broadband providers such 
asBT, Sky and TalkTalk simply say fi bre is not available, which is not strictly 
true and may be confusing.

 BT Openreach have since added extra capacity for Everest Park so 
residents there are able to order again through their preferred service provider; 
at the time of writing Marnel Park was still waiting for extra capacity to be 
added.  Properties elsewhere in Popley may also experience the same issue from 
time to time as BT follow the same procedures with all cabinets.  If you're told 
by your supplier that fi bre is not available, visit dslchecker.bt.com to confi rm 
the status.

 These two cabinets were only enabled as a result of campaigning, so 
thank you to everyone who assisted and supported the campaign including our 
local councillors, and County Councillor, Jane Frankum.

 Whilst much of Popley also has the option of Virgin Media, there are 
a number of properties which haven't been cabled in previous rollouts.  It's 
therefore worth pointing out that households who currently don't have the 
option of cable may benefi t from the £3bn Project Lightning expansion over the 
next few years which aims to infi ll many areas.  This rollout is demand-led so if 
interested, search for Virgin Media Cable My Street, and fi ll in their registration 
form to signifi cantly improve the chance of being covered.

 The website fi bre.everestpark.org.uk continues to post updates on local 
broadband matters.

Oliver



Everest Health & Leisure Club 
Everest Community Academy, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP 
Main Reception:  01256 337573            Gym Team:  01256 337576 

FIRST CLASS FITNESS FACILITIES  
FOR ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

Pop in today for a tour of the facilities and to see 
what we can offer you!! 

In 2016 Everest Health and Leisure Club is the place to be.  
 

Join in January 2016* and get 1 month free 
Pay pro rata for January and get February FREE  

    Direct Debit to start in March 
Peak £30 - Off Peak £15 

Minimum 3 months compulsory Direct Debit sign up!  
No admin fee 

Includes induction and programme if required 
 

“A welcoming, professional and results orientated club” 

* Terms and conditions apply 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we off er:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


