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Message from the Editor: We have been asking Popley groups 
and schools to write and tell the Popley Matters readers news and celebrations. 
So I am pleased to see an article on page 1 from Everest Academy. I think 
most people, especially those who have lived in Popley for many years, 
knew the campaigns and struggles we had to get a new school as the old 
building was in a real sorry state and it refl ected in every aspect of the school. 
It is no secret that I fought to become a county councillor as I, and many 
others, believe that education is vital for everyone and our children deserved 
better than they were being given, and we needed to tell them so. There 
still is a long way to go to get the excellent chances our children in Popley 

deserve. I did get the feeling when I fi rst met Mr. Price that he feels the same. As a community 
we need to support the school and the aspirations of the children, staff  and parents. These are hard 
times with all the deep and painful cuts being forced on just about every service in the country. We 
may not all be as clever as Einstein who was born on 14th March nearly 200 years ago but we do 
have some very clever and talented people here in Popley, and supporting our schools can only be 
a positive thing to do. Mr Price has said he will send an article for each issue and I hope we will 
all enjoy reading them. Last year Popley Matters had so many poems from Merton Infant school 
that it took us months to print them all. I know the children really appreciated the good comments 
they got back from the readers. Merton will be doing it again this year. All schools and groups are 
encouraged to write for us, after all this is your community magazine and I 
look forward to hearing from you all much more.
Please look at page 8 and get involved in voting for grants towards four of the 
applications for the new Community Neighbourhood grants. If you are more 
energetic you could enter the Basingstoke St Michaels Hospice Run, details 
on page 9. There is also a chance to help young Emmy who needs funds for 
medical help. Emmy’s dad grew up in Popley and I know how big hearted the 
people of Popley are, read about it on page 28. Contact me either by phone on 
01256 819924 or email: editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman ; 
Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Tony Frankum; 
Steven Hagger; Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy 
Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Janet Payne; Mick Portlock; Nawmoo Rar; Kath Smith;  Joel; Christine 
Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobold; Janet Ward: Janet Westbrook and Carole Wheeton
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Welcome to our First Article for Popley Matters.
One of the fi rst people to visit me when I started at Everest Community Academy last 
year were Councillors Jane Frankum and Paul Frankum.  We talked about there hopes 
for the school when it was re-built as one of the best equipped school buildings in the 
county.  I was so impressed with them I have made it a personal mission to give them 
the school they so want for this community.  I think we have already come a long way 
and the school feels like a real place of learning.  It is indeed a school for the community 
to be proud of.  I very much enjoy showing people around and they always comment 
on how calm the environment is and how well behaved and polite our students are.

I am very proud to be the Principal of this excellent school and feel honoured to work 
with such talented and dedicated staff .  We pride ourselves on our exceptional learning 
environment and expect every child to work hard, behave well and to show respect and 
kindness towards others.  

These are exciting and pressured times as our Year 11 students are studying hard in 
preparation for their GCSE examinations in the summer term.  We are running revision 
sessions after school and also during the half term and Easter holidays to give them 
every opportunity to achieve success.

In the coming months we will be bringing you up to date news and updates on the 
events taking place at our school.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Popley East: You will have seen the 
Borough Council’s current administration plans 
to transfer the Leisure Park at Worting Road 
to a developer who will change the park into a 
retail complex with leisure facilities provided on a 
smaller scale.
The proposals include building a massive designer 
outlet complex and other retail outlets attracting 
customers from far afi eld which we believe will 
further undermine the fi nancial stability of Festival 
Place, The Malls and Top of Town not to mention 
the district shopping centres.
We take the view that the Leisure Park should 
stay as a leisure facility and be revamped to 
provide reasonably priced activities, subsidised as 
necessary, for the wider population of Basingstoke 
and Deane and be accessible for the residents of 
Popley and elsewhere. There should be a proper 
public transport facility to make this realistic for all 
those who want to take part in leisure activities. 
After all, this is an asset owned by the people of 
Basingstoke.
The current administration has also abandoned 
its plans to give away a Council owned site to  
Basingstoke Town Football Club to build a new 
Football stadium.
We were right to say that no site in Popley would 
be suitable in any circumstances for the building of 
a football stadium and we are pleased to note that 
the administration has seen sense on this matter.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Viv Washbourne 07900890088
cllr.vivien.washbourne@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: The newly formed 
Popley Neighbourhood Panel grant 
applications have had four schemes 
apply for funding. Residents of Popley 
can vote for which of the two schemes 
will get the funding, more details on 
page 8 Please vote for which ones 
you think should receive the funding. 
Anyone over the age of 12 can vote.
The draft 2016 to 2020 housing and 
homelessness strategy consultation 
runs from Thursday 11 February until 
Thursday 24 March 2016.
 To have your say on what the council 
plans to do over the next four years on 
housing and homelessness visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/housingstrategy. 
Alternatively call 01256 844844 for 
other ways to respond.
Work is due to start soon in the 
Abbey Road shops and carpark area. 
The funding is a joint venture with 
Sentinel and Basingstoke and Deane 
Council. 
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.framkum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@popleymatt ers.org.uk

Councillors’ Page:  As your Hampshire County Councillor I have been delighted 
and honoured to be able to nominate several groups to have equipment that they have 
requested with my support from the County Councillor Devolved Budget allowance I get. 
All County Councillors have a small budget and they can nominate groups or equipment 
needed in their areas. My area is Popley and Oakridge. This last political year I have been 
privileged to be able to help Popley Fields get a defi brillator and equipment, let us hope 
it is never needed but it is there just in case. I also nominated Basingstoke Foodbank, the 
Ark Cancer Charity, Popley’s 6th Boys Brigade, Football for disabled, updated equipment 
for Oakridge Hall 4 All and funds for Basingstoke Community Transport for safer seat 
belts and other equipment. The allotments in Norden that were previously run by Shaw 
Trust were threatened with closure by Basingstoke and Deane Council and I was able to 
nominate enough funds to secure this scheme for the next three years.
I  have asked before, if you have a group in Popley you can apply via the Hampshire County 
Council website. The next round of applications will start in June. Cllr Jane Frankum 
01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk



Page 4

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

We can help to: 

Improve

Gain

Develop

National Curriculum 

all exams & tests

discounts

LYCHPIT:   ROOKSDOWN

NEW CENTRES IN BASINGSTOKE

MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION



Page 5

Autumn Visit to Minsk, Belarus.
 Despite my autumn visit now being a distant memory, in fact, I’m in the process of 
sorting out the spring visit, I’ve eventually got round to writing this article!
 Due to not arriving home until 29th November, it was far too late for the December 
issue of ‘Popley Matters’, and then we had the trauma of Christmas, trying to remember who to 
send Christmas cards to, and then writing the cards and sorting envelopes to fi t the cards (why 
do the cards and envelopes rearrange themselves in the boxes?) which meant I’d missed the 
January issue as well!
 Anyway, I arrived OK and was met at Minsk Airport and taken to Olga’s fl at.  Henrik, 
Olga’s Danish gentleman friend, now lives in the fl at too.  Henrik speaks English, Russian 
and most Scandinavian languages.  He lived in Russia for fi fteen years and Belarus for ten 
years.  Unfortunately, he has such a strong Danish accent I’m never sure if he’s talking to 
me in Russian or English! However, we join forces as western Europeans against the eastern 
Europeans in the endless banter with Olga and her two sons and her daughter-in-law, who all 
speak English!
 As usual, I went to four universities and a ‘Gymnasium’ (their word for a school for 
gifted students).  
 I spent most of the time at the dreaded Linguistic University amusing and entertaining 
the delinquent students! One week I spent more time in classes than any of the teachers! 
 As I walk up to the Linguistic University, from the Metro station, I’m usually greeted 
by hordes of girl students all waving and calling out,‘Hello, Terry!’ I’ve no idea who most of 
them are! 
 After a lesson I go outside for a well-deserved cigarette only to be joined by yet more 
girl students all asking impossibly diffi  cult, and at times personal, questions that they were too 
shy to ask in the class!
 There are times when the students admit I’m the only English person they’ve ever 
seen! It boosts their confi dence that I can understand them and they can understand me! The 
majority of the students I meet have a boundless enthusiasm for the English language and all 
things English, which they think I’m an authority on! Many things the students are taught are 
quaint in the extreme!
 Natasha, Ira, Julia and Katya, teachers who have stayed in Basingstoke with me, all tell 
me ‘England and English 
people are nothing like 
what we’re taught!’
 On the day I 
came home it started 
snowing and by the time 
we arrived at the airport 
it was a major blizzard! 
The fl ight was delayed 
for an hour as the ten 
snow ploughs struggled 
to clear the runways! 
Terry Jones.
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Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

Visit our Showroom: 
86-88 Chapel Street, Thatcham, 
Berks RG18 4QN - Free Parking at rear

QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

Before EST.
1999

®

• Trusted reputation

• Huge choice of doors, worktops
 appliances, sinks & taps

• Free planning & design service

• Door swaps to full kitchens – 
 tailored to your needs

A new look for your old kitchen this Spring

dreamdoors.co.uk

CALL LESLEY NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ON 

01635 867336
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Dear Friends

It’s coming to the end of February already and in the news this morning you would think 
the world has gone bonkers.  The tensions are continuing to increase in the Middle East 
with Russia and Turkey rapidly heading towards an aggressive face-off ; the migrant crisis is 
worsening, not improving, and there are again tensions concerning the world economy with 
the slow down in China’s industry.  Do we have cause to be anxious or afraid?  Jesus said, 
“When you hear of wars and rumours of wars do not be afraid, these things must happen!”  
Thinking about it, most of the tensions we read about or hear about through the media boil 
down to one thing and one thing only – the use and abuse of power!  Power over individuals, 
power over communities and nations, power over wealth and resources; it is essentially 
human sin and rebellion against God that causes these abuses whether international, national 
or personal, that is to say in our own lives and relationships too!

In the few short weeks of Lent, marked by Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) and Ash 
Wednesday, we have time to prepare for one of Christianity’s  great events, Palm Sunday.  
This is the day that marks the beginning of the holiest of weeks in the calendar of the 
Christian Church.  Palm Sunday is the day we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem at the 
beginning of the last week of his earthly life.  As Jesus and his followers approach Jerusalem, 
crowds rush out to lay down a carpet of palm fronds (hence Palm Sunday) and cloaks as they 
welcome him with cries of “hosanna to the Son of David.” Sadly those cries all too quickly 
turn to shouts of “Crucify Him,”

Lent is the time of preparation for these events.  It is a time, not to give up chocolate, alcohol 
or cigarettes, but rather to deeply examine our hearts and lives and surrender to God those 
attitudes – things we think, say or do – that cause hurt to others, those abuses of power.  It is 
a diffi  cult but worthwhile journey to make and has the power to change the direction of our 
lives.  It is not one we make alone!  Jesus promised his followers that he would be with them 
wherever they go and there is nowhere that Jesus has not been.  So no matter what situation 
you may think you are in, Jesus promises that it can be changed and that he will be with you 
on that journey.

I hope that this Lent, rather than giving something up perhaps you might take some time out 
to think about your life; your past, present and future and invite Jesus to shine his light into 
those places in your heart where you would rather not go and that you would allow him to 
forgive, to heal and to restore you.  

I pray that Lent and Easter will be a time of real blessing for you and your families.  Please 
do come along to any (or all) of our Easter Services, I can promise you’ll be most warmly 
welcomed.

Your friend and vicar
Revd. Arthur
01256 324734
St Gabriel’s
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Get Involved in Choosing Which Local Projects Get a
Funding Boost on  Monday 14th March 2016

Four projects will be seeking your support and vote for a share of the 
funding available from the Popley Partnership Grant. 
The successful projects that have met the criteria and now await your 
support are:

 Popley Fields Community Association who are looking for £1,000 to 
fund training to support the use of a defi brillator users:

 Everest Community Academy who are seeking £846 to fund 
storage to support their new community library initiative off ering 
free book loans to all the community:

 Popley Fields Community Association who are seeking £1,000 
to support the continued development of youth club activities for 
young people aged 8-11 years:

 Popley Fields Community Association who are looking for £1,000 
to off er a twice weekly youth club alternative and diversion from 
engaging in anti-social behaviour  to young people aged 11 – 16 
years of age.

An opportunity to ask questions, fi nd out further information and potentially 
meet those involved at the projects will be available on the voting day as 
follows:
Where and when:
Voting for the projects takes place at both Melrose Community Association, 
Abbey Road and Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters Down 
between 3pm and 7pm.
How it works: 
Anyone who is of secondary school age or over and lives, works or 
volunteers in Popley is eligible to vote. 
All eligible voters are given two voting tokens which they can use to vote 
for TWO diff erent  projects. 
So what now! Well come along see what’s happening and cast your votes!
Your community , your neighbourhood , your vote!
If you require further information please contact 
Denise Gilholme on 07500 987638 or email : 
denise.gilholme@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Neat Feet Footcare
Health and Beauty for your feet in the comfort 

of your own home
    Treatments include:
  • Toe Nail cutting
 • Finger Nail cutting
 • Reduction of thickened nails
 • Callus and corn removal
 • Hard skin and cracked heels
 • Fungal infections of the nails and skin
 • Ingrowing toe nails
 • Diabetic footcare
 • Verrucas
 • Pedicures

07875137299
julia@neatfeetfootcare.co.uk
http://neatfeetfootcare.co.uk/

LLinguatastic 
SSchool of Languages 

 

Offers classes for: 
• Pre-schoolers
• Primary school children
• Secondary school children
• Adults

In: 
French 
German 
Spanish 
Italian 
Mandarin 
English as a foreign 
language 

And on the evening of 20th September we are 
celebrating European Day of Languages at Christ 
Church, Chineham.  There will be international food 
and entertainment (incl. a quiz, dancing and a 
raffle). Tickets cost £25 per family, £10 per adult, 
£5 per child and must be purchased in advance. 
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Chineham Library
 It’s lovely to be enjoying longer hours of daylight again, and to be able to look 
forward to more of this when the clocks  go forward this month. Also this month we 
have the celebrations of Mother’s Day and Easter to look forward to. The celebrations 
for National Libraries Day were very successful, with pleasing numbers visiting the 
library that day, and supporting the children’s activities and adult’s lucky dip.
 Our Saturday craft sessions continue on the fi rst Saturday of each month, with 
the next dates being 5th March and 2nd April. As 5th March session precedes Mother’s 
Day the crafts  will relate to that, so perhaps dads/grandparents may want to bring the 
children! These sessions are aimed at children of primary school age and run from 
10am- 12pm. Our preschool storytimes take place on all the other Saturdays of the 
month from 10 – 10.30am. The session on 26th March will have an Easter theme. 
Reminders about all these will appear on social media and in the library nearer the 
time.
 A new development at the library this month is the start of the adult colouring 
activity called the ‘Colour and Create Club’. This commences on 2nd March and will 
then take place fortnightly . The times are 2pm – 4pm. It is free to attend, and all the 
materials are provided free of charge. Do come and give this a try.
 Regular adult groups also meeting this month are the Crime Reading Group 
and the CHIPPS reading group for parents and young children. The Crime Group will 
meet on 12th March from 10.30am – 11.30am, and CHIPPS on 9th March from 10am – 
11am. The card making group will meet fortnightly on the 10th and 24th of the month. All 
these groups welcome new faces, and further information is available from library staff . 
Age Concern are 
still holding their 
regular computer 
sessions for the over 
50s on Wednesdays 
b e t w e e n  1 0 a m 
a n d  1 2 p m .  F o r 
availability please 
contact the local 
office on 01256 
423874.
 On behalf 
of the whole team at 
Chineham Library I 
would like to wish 
you a Happy Easter.

Cathy Foster
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

The cub section went ‘back-in-time’ in January at the start of Cub 
Centenary Year.  In 1915 the section was  called ‘Wolf Cubs’ with 

the programme largely based on 
Rudyard Kiplings ‘Jungle Book’ 
stories.  On a recruit’s first visit to the 
Wolf Cub Pack, ‘new chums’ were 
expected to learn the Wolf Cub Law 
and Promise and what it meant.  At every meeting they performed 
the olf ub ‘howl’ crouched in a circle with DYB, DYB,DYB and 
DOB,DOB DOB yelled at the top of their voices to remind them 
always ‘to do your best’. Each of cubs this year 

received a special commemorative ‘investitur ’ certificate.  Significantly, there has been little 
change to the content of the three-fold Promise and Law over the years.  Duty, honour, and 
trust remain paramount.  The analogy with Cubs in 1915 will continue throughout the year 
from time to time with everyone working towards the Wolf Cub’s 1st and 2nd Star Awards in
the coming months.  Each of the star represented an eye being opened as ‘new chums’ 
developed skills and became more proficient.  The more harding working Wolf Cub will tackle 
the ‘Leaping olf’ award signifying they could succeed and ‘leap over’ any challenge and 
land safely on the other side.  

We were pleased to welcome Andy Cullen, District Commissioner 
Basingstoke East later that month to present three Cubs with their 
Silver Chief Scout’s Award –the highest award for the Cub section. 
It is the current day equivalent of the ‘Leaping Wolf’ of 1915 and 
just as hard to achieve.

In February the Pack met with the Old Basing Roundheads Cub 
Pack.   The evening concentrated on codes requiring Cubs to decipher a clue in order to find 
a pack of cards which in itself contained coded words to form the full message.  This was 
followed by an observation test examining an article from the very first issue of the Wolf Cub 
Newspaper to spot mistakes.  The Cubs proved very good at it. 

By time this goes to press the Cubs will have taken part in the District -a-side ootball 
competition and we hope for better luck than last year.  Other events planned for this very 
special year are District Cub Camp; a visit to Gilwell Park Beaver and Cub Day in the 
summer; Skills Day; ‘It’s a Knock-out’; a Thanks Party  in the autumn for anyone who has 
been involved or connected with Cub Scouting in the past 100 years (!) and a ‘Promise 
Party  to close the year.    

The Pack is always pleased  to welcome more ‘new chums’ - boys and girls aged from 8 -10 
½ years   Why not come along to Base 2000 on a Tuesday evening at 6.30 p.m.? 

Facebook news https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts 
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slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

happy!
live
with

Slimming World

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

POPLEY
Melrose Hall

Abbey Road

***New morning time and session***
9am and 11am

5.30pm and 7.30pm

Call Hazel on 07796158098
 for more details
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Everest Community Academy News
Everest reaching out to be more of a community meet, teach, play and learning hub
We would like to open up the school’s facilities more to the community and as a 
consequence would like to invite any individuals, groups and societies etc to come and 
use the classrooms, workshops, computer suites (and their associated services – white 
board, internet etc) for meeting places, club meets, courses/classes or whatever you 
may deem fi t or want to hold or run (within reason!).
We do not want price to be a barrier so we would be happy to negotiate based on the 
facility, usage and time.  High volume/low cost for accessibility is the model we will 
be working to.
Our focus is on fi lling the school outside of school time i.e. after 5pm weekdays and 
all weekend.
Call John Perrin, Community Manager, in the fi rst instance on 01256 337573 and by 
all means come up and have look around.

Library Update 
A big thank you for all the very kind donations of books – the response has been 
fantastic, both individually and from groups. The next stage of planning is under way 
to identify opening times and staffi  ng – we will update when more news is known but 
in the meantime please keep the books coming (call 01256 337573 for a book pick up)

Gym
We are pleased to announce the tender has been awarded in regard to the gym 
refurbishment planned for August 2016. Details and plans will follow to highlight this 
exciting development at Everest Health & Leisure Club.

Summer Fun @ Everest in Association with Sports Xtra
Summer will soon be upon us and ideas to keep the children occupied come under the 
spotlight. This year our summer camp will have a Rio 2016 Olympic theme whereby 
those attending will be able to attempt and compete in a number of Olympic disciplines, 
both individually and as part of a team,  as well as the usual favourites of spy, detective 
and adventure activities.  
Cost is £18 per day or £75 if a full week is booked.
For more information and details of early booking off ers please contact 
Mark Rowland, Sports Xtra - Email  mark.rowland@sports-xtra.com - Mobile - 07968 
956549

Men in Sheds
Set up nationally to help older gentlemen fi nd an activity and social grouping – are you 
interested meeting at Everest, utilising our workshops – for more information hƩ p://
menssheds.org.uk/what-is-a-mens-shed/ - contact John 01256 337573.
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Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035

Visit us at:

Contact us on:
Email us at:
Or find us on Facebook:

WHIPPER SNAPPERS 
CHILDCARE

 OFSTED REGISTERED CHILDMINDER

 We have over twenty years’ 
experience. Your child will be in a fun, 
loving, and caring environment.  We pick 
up from all Popley schools. We have a 
wide range of toys for all ages. We have 
a number of family pets, all friendly! Our 
children have the opportunity to take 
part in a variety of activities and outings, 
including, swimming, cooking, messy 
play, and many other activities to suit 
your child’s age.
 All food is fresh and cooked 
daily.
 Bespoke hours catered for.
 To arrange a visit please contact 
me on 07540622818

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Instructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL

WITH
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

Popley Explorers Preschool Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 3pm. For full 
details ring Sharon on 363156.

We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!

Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm. Come along 
and join in the fun.

Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New 
members are welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments 
are also available and it fi nishes around about 10pm.

Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat,  5pm until 7pm. For details ring Miss 
Lackey on 01256 321160. 

If you like to dance we have Street dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for 
ages from two and a half year  to adults, 4.30pm until 5.30pm. For full details 
contact Samantha on 07811299484. Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.

Friday night is Friday Night Club from 5pm until 6-30pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc at reasonable rates. 
For information, ring Janet on 01256 363156

FAMILY PRIZE BINGO  ON 18TH OF MARCH   2016 
AT POPLEY FIELDS COMMUNITY CENTRE ON CARPENTERS DOWN

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM EYES DOWN 7PM

BIG PRIZE RAFFLE 
         REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

COME ALONG WITH A FRIEND AND HAVE A GOOD TIME
CHILDREN WELCOME 
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 Would you and your family like to join us for a weekend of 
fun? We are looking for volunteers to join us in hosting French families 
from our twinned community centre in Alencon over the Popley Festival 
weekend. You will host guests in your home, in return you will join us 
on a day trip, an evening of dining and fun entertainment at the hall 
and even a night under canvas!! Our guests arrive Friday evening and 
leave Monday morning.

26TH MARCH 
EASTER
EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 
(4-11 YEARS) 
With Egg Hunt, Colouring Competition, 
Bonnet Competition and Mini Disco!! 
Melrose Community Association would like to 
invite you to our First Easter Eggstravaganza!!! 
Through the day there will activities and 
competitions, culminating in a mini disco with 
refreshments. Don’t delay book your ticket today! 
£3 per ticket.

Kids Easter 

Disco 4-6 

pm!!! With 

Bubble and Smoke 

Machine. Popcorn 

Machine and 

Chocolate

Fountain

Easter Egg Hunt 
2pm!!!!

Easter Bonnet 
Competition!!!

Colouring
Competition!! 

Collect your 
colouring page 

and bring to Disco 
Get your ticket 
from the office!!

MELROSE 
COMMUNITY

ASSOCIATION 
Abbey Road 

Popley 

Basingstoke 01256 420676
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N&P 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

01256 331037 

07784 492884 

All aspects of home improvement 
and maintenance 

Decorating - internal and external 
 

Electrics - Carpentry - Plastering 
 

 Over 25yrs experience 

Specialists in complete bathroom 
design 

Supply and installation 

Tiling - walls & floors 
Ceramics/porcelain/stone 

np-home-improvement.co.uk 

Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@ou tlook.com

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Wristbands
Hero Bears
Tea Towels

Mugs
Key Rings

T Shirts
Lanyards

Lapel 
Pins (all 
services)

Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603

And much, much
more to order from
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 Another wet and windy start to the year has aff ected a large 
chunk of our fi xtures, due to waterlogged pitches etc. But the spirit 
of the Red and Black Army is very hard to break and this has been 
seen in the performances put into the games that have gone ahead. 
The commitment shown by the players to take this club to greater 
heights is evident come wind, rain or shine. You will always see 
them training hard without a word of complaint. Well done boys and 

girls. Keep up the sterling work.

 We are always looking to recruit new, enthusiastic volunteer coaches into 
MFC Popley Youth.  Experience is not necessarily required, as full training will be 
arranged by the Club, but a passion for football and teaching children how to play the 
game at grassroots level is a must.
 Please contact the Club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for 
more details.

 The Club welcomes more parents getting actively involved with MFC Popley 
Youth, especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s), running 
the line (under 11s upward) and the set up of the pitches and Respect lines. If you are 
interested in helping out, please make yourself known to the manager/coach of your 
particular age group.

 You can get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @
MFC_PopleyYouth and by using the hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
Also,  MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook.

 MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner 
Club has a dedicated club-shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories.
Please visit the MFC Popley club-shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/
mfcpopley/

Contact the club -
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi  cer: mfcpopleyyouth@live.
co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Zak Collingwood
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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Tuesday 
29th March  

Thursday 
31st March 

 

Friday 
1st April 

   10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

Oakridge Halll For All 
RG21 5RG 

 
 

£1.50 per child pay on 
the day 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

Popley Fields 
Community Centre 

RG24 9AE 
 

£1.50 per child pay on 
the day 

 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

St Peter’s Church, South 
Ham, 

RG22 6QP 
 

£1.50 per child pay on the 
day 

 
 

Monday 
4TH April 

Tuesday  
5th April 

Wednesday 
6th April 

Thursday 
7th April 

Friday  
8th April 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

Basingstoke Sea 
Cadets & 

Community Centre, 
Winklebury, RG23 

8AB 
 

£1.50 per child pay 
on the day 

 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

Hill Rise Hall, 
Brighton Hill, 

 RG22 4JZ 
 
 
 

£1.50 per child pay on 
the day 

 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

The Warren, 
Hatch Warren 

Community Centre, 
RG22 4XF 

 
 

£1.50 per child pay on 
the day 

2.00 pm – 3.55pm 
 

The Ridgeway 
Community 

Centre, Buckskin, 
RG22 5BN 

 
 

£1.50 per child pay 
on the day 

 

10.00 am – 11.55 am 
 

The Field Gate 
Centre, Kingsclere, 

RG20 5SQ 
 
 
 

£1.50 per child pay 
on the day 

 

Open Access Playscheme 
 

No need to book 
Just turn up on the day, pay and play 

Suitable for ages 5 -11 years 

For more information please contact RCS Ltd on: 
07834 582957 or email us at enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 

 
Visit us at www.rcsservices.org.uk 

 

 Follow us on twitter:@RCSSERVICES 

Like us on facebook:RCSSERVICES 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Sports 

Fun & 
Games
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Caretaker/Handyman
Sherbourne St. John Village Hall and Chute Centre

 Sherborne St John Parish Council is looking for a part-time Caretaker and a part time Deputy 
Caretaker to jointly maintain the Sherborne St. John Village Hall and Chute Sports Centre. Successful 
applicants will be employed by the Sherborne St. John Parish Council.
 Applicants for both roles should provide evidence of general d.i.y/handyman skills and previous 
experience in a like role would be an advantage.
 Both  individuals would need to have previous general maintenance experience and duties 
would include  setting up and preparing the Hall and Centre for use by the various users of both premises. 
Applicants should therefore expect a percentage of the role to involve light/medium manual tasks. 
 Generic plumbing, electrical, painting and decorating experience would also be advantageous 
but the expectation is that for more extensive works the successful candidates would liaise with contractors 
brought in to undertake these works. Liaison with a wide range of users of both premises is also a key 
part of both roles.
 Applicants need to have a ‘can do’ approach in order to pro-actively manage the day to day 
issues of both facilities.
 Living within the village environs or nearby is an essential pre-requisite of both roles.
 The Caretaker and the Deputy Caretaker will work as a team in order to ensure that both 
premises are maintained to a high standard and to provide holiday and sickness coverfor each other. 
 Each role will be for 8 to 10 hours per week (overtime can be anticipated).
 For further details ( inc. details of salary ) interested applicants should contact Penny Mayo, 
Sherborne St. John Parish Clerk, on ssjclerk@gmail.com tel no :01189332379  for an application form.

Registration Now Open for Basingstoke Festival 2016 
 Local groups organising events during June and July are being urged to sign up to be part of this year’s 
Basingstoke Festival to help showcase the talent in the borough. 
 Registration has now opened for the fi fth year of the festival, which is coordinated by Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council. It gives the opportunity to include events from comedy, music or dance to art and craft 
exhibitions and workshops in Basingstoke Festival 2016, running from Friday 17 June to Sunday 10 July. 
 If accepted as part of this year’s festival, events will be included in the programme with an online version 
at www.basingstokefestival.co.uk as well as printed copies distributed free to 12,000 people. 
 Last year the festival boasted a bumper programme of events across the borough including attractions as 
diverse as free street entertainment in Basingstoke town centre featuring local, national and international artists, a 
cheese and chilli festival, a zombie apocalypse performance and rock legend Elvis Costello. 
 A survey showed 93% of the 2015 event organisers want to be involved in the 2016 Basingstoke Festival, 
with 85% of indicating that their events within the festival were positively received by the audience and attracted new 
audiences. 
 Registration runs until Friday 11 March and is free via an online form at www.basingstokefestival.co.uk or 
by calling 01256 844844 for a registration form. 
 The borough council’s Cabinet Member for Partnerships Cllr Cathy Osselton said: “This year we want 
to take Basingstoke Festival to new heights with an energetic mix of quality events for all ages in venues across the 
borough. Fast becoming known as a brilliant showcase for arts and performance across the borough, the festival 
benefi ts from the full involvement of home grown talent and community-based groups. 
 “If you are holding a small theatre production in a local village hall or organising a world premiere concert, 
we want you to be involved in the festival to help show the wealth of talent and culture we have in the borough. I 
encourage groups and venues to sign up to share their performances with a wider audience.” 
 To keep up to date with the latest news from Basingstoke Festival 2016 follow @BstokeFestival on Twitter 
and Instagram or like ‘Basingstoke Festival’ on Facebook (facebook.com/basingstokefestival) 
 For further information on this press please contact: Sara Shepherd, Communications and Media Manager, 
on 01256 845493 or email sara.shepherd@basingstoke.gov.uk. 
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Ready Emmy Walk
 Emmy is my Great-Niece. You may have seen the coverage in the Basingstoke Gazette 
and Basingstoke Observer. I know the people of Popley are well known for their community 
spirit and do look to help the family of Popley. Here is their story.
 "We are a family of four. We now live in Lychpit but Emmy's Dad grew up in Popley 
and his Mum and sisters still live there.  We have a fi ve year old daughter called Isla and a two  
year old daughter called Emmy.
 Emmy was diagnosed with Cerebal Palsy Spastic Diplegia at 20 months old.
 Emmy is an identical twin.  At 23 weeks gestation, I developed  complications that 
required emergency surgery.  Three days later we found out that one of our daughter's hearts 
had stopped beating.  They also told us that it was likely that our surviving daughter would have 
some form of brain damage.
 Emmy was born eight weeks prematurely.  Her condition means that she has increased 
muscle tone in her legs, making them constantly stiff .  This aff ects her balance and co-ordination.  
She cannot stand or walk independently.
 There is no cure, but there is a life changing surgery available called Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR).  SDR is not currently funded by the National Health Service.  However, in 
the United States, Dr T.S. Park has performed over 3,000 operations and people from all over 
the world have travelled to St. Louis for this treatment with him.
 We are trying to raise funds to enable Emmy and our family to travel to the US and 
are fundraising through Just4Children (registered charity No 1164473).  Just4Children will 
securely hold all of Emmy's funds and pay all invoices direct.
 Our family's dream is to see Emmy doing the simple things in life that are often taken 
for granted - walking with her big sister and jumping in muddy puddles like her favourite 
character Peppa Pig!
 Any donation to Emmy's fund would be so very much appreciated.  This can be done 
online at www.justgiving.com/readyemmywalk or contact via email at readyemmywalk@
gmail.com.
 Thank you so much".  
 As a family we are all doing 
all we can to support them.
 If you wish to contact them 
direct they are Carly and Dave King 
and Carly's personal email is carly.
meadows@gmail.com 
 Carly's maiden name was 
Meadows and people may remember 
our family from Shooters Way.
 Thank you so much to all 
the people of Popley  for taking the 
time to read this.

Janet Aris



Everest Health & Leisure Club 
Everest Community Academy, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP 
Main Reception:  01256 337573            Gym Team:  01256 337576 

FIRST CLASS FITNESS FACILITIES  
FOR ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

Pop in today for a tour of the facilities and to see 
what we can offer you!! 

In 2016 Everest Health and Leisure Club is the place to be.  
 

Join in January 2016* and get 1 month free 
Pay pro rata for January and get February FREE  

    Direct Debit to start in March 
Peak £30 - Off Peak £15 

Minimum 3 months compulsory Direct Debit sign up!  
No admin fee 

Includes induction and programme if required 
 

“A welcoming, professional and results orientated club” 

* Terms and conditions apply 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we off er:- Blood pressure, Diabetic, 
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


