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Message from the Editor: On Wednesday 20th April at 
3pm two residents were walking along Shakespeare Road. A cyclist, 
described as in his teens, sped past them and stole the hat off  the 
head of the elderly 75 year old gentleman, who had been a serving 
Gurkha soldier. What a cowardly act. It has left him shocked and 
frightened to go out even to the local shop. As they told me, it was 
not about the loss of his woollen hat but the frightening eff ect that 
has devastated them. I know this is not what Popley people would 
want to see or have to hear about.  I want to assure these lovely 

gentlemen, who were more concerned about people’s future safety than the horrible 
shock to them personally. I am truly sorry that this happened and I hope the idiot who 
obviously had no thought to what he was doing gets to hear about his foolish act and 
has the grace at least to apologise.
May is a great time in Popley with the Popley Festival. I remember the humble 
beginning many years ago when it started with the Boys Brigade doing a Boot Sale. It 
quickly grew into the Popley Festival and moved to the old John Hunt School. It now 
has found another home in Popley Fields.  There is always so much to do and see there 
for all the family. I hope to see lots of you there, details on page 5.
On the centre pages is the remarkable story of one of our Popley residents, I think you 
will be just as amazed as I was. The new Café will be open in Popley 
Fields in time for the Popley Festival. More wonderful poems from 
Merton Infant School on page 26. Once again can I appeal for some 
volunteers to help with delivering your Popley Matters? It is good 
exercise and my team say it is great to talk and get to know people 
when out delivering. Contact me either by phone on 01256 819924 
or email: editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Martin Beirmann; Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; 
Tony Frankum; Steven Hagger; Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon 
Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Janet Payne; Mick Portlock; Nawmoo Rar; Kath Smith;  
Joel; Christine Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobold; Janet Ward: Janet Westbrook and Carole Wheeton
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Introducing Everest Education Correspondent, Jenny Welldon

I attend Everest Community Academy, in Year 9. 

At Everest, we have a house system to promote competition and participation throughout the 
school - I am in Richmond House.  My favourite subjects are Drama and English. 

I enjoy attending Everest and have many friends in diff erent year groups. I play in Pan 
Everest, our highly popular steel pans group, who are hired to do gigs inside and out of 
school.  So far, I have won the Principal’s Award for suggesting ideas to make the school 
blog, which is currently up and running. 

I believe Everest is a fun place to go to and never makes anyone feel left out or like a shadow. 
Grades are constantly improving and the teachers are always there to encourage and aid the 
children.

During the Easter holidays I went with the school to Austria for a fun-packed week of skiing.  
It took me many attempts to even stay up on my skis but after a lot of practice – and a lot of 
falling down – I fi nally managed to ski!  

I would highly recommend the trip to anyone interested, as it was amazing fun and also a 
great way of making new friends, including some students from other schools.

I am happy at Everest and highly recommend it to all parents in the community.

Your Hospice Needs YOU. 
Volunteers needed for St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire)

House to House Collection in June

 St. Michael’s Hospice is looking for volunteers to help out 
with their annual House to House collection. If you have a couple of 
hours to spare in June to deliver and pick up envelopes and would 
like to be involved then please contact Lynne Grimshaw, Community 
Campaigns Coordinator on 01256 848845 or email Lynne.grimshaw@
stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Popley East: Currently, we are involved 
in the campaign to prevent the closure of 
Pebbles Children’s Centre, Shakespeare Road. 
Hampshire County Council is proposing to shut 
10 out of 11 of Basingstoke’s Children’s Centres 
including Pebbles which off ers a vital lifeline to 
many parents in Popley and elsewhere. HCC is 
undertaking a consultation exercise which ends 
on 3 May 2016 and a fi nal decision about the 
extent of closures will be taken at a later date. A 
number of petitions are being organised and we 
are urging everyone who cares about the well- 
being of young children and their parents to get 
involved in the campaign to stop the closures.
The impact of closure on the Popley community 
will be immense.
The range of services provided by Children’s 
Centres is not always known and these services 
for children under fi ve and their families help 
them to make the most of life’s opportunities, 
whatever their background or circumstances.
The implications for staff  will also be severe with 
as many as  60 % losing their jobs.
These staff  off er social, educational, mental and 
physical support to parents and children.
The County Council is talking about keeping 
one centre open in Basingstoke where a much 
reduced and limited service will be on off er. This 
centre is likely to be miles away from Popley 
and inaccessible to most existing users.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: On 18th March we took 
the new Executive Director on a tour of 
Popley West and pointed out places where 
we felt improvements were needed including 
the state of the area, parking, and including 
landscaping. We also met with some 
residents at St Gabriel’s, Everest Community 
Fitness and health and Nick Price Principal 
of Everest Community Academy. 
There have been several contacts made to 
us about a few people parking on corners 
and opposite road junctions. This is not only 
illegal but, more importantly, dangerous as it 
makes it almost impossible to see oncoming 
traffi  c and is a hazard to pedestrians. We 
have also had complaints about dog fouling 
and people not picking up the mess. The 
complaints come mainly from dog owners 
who are frustrated that just a few people 
don’t clear up the mess when clearly most 
owners do. 
Some replacement trees are being planted 
around Abbey Road. They will be smaller, 
not close to houses and much more 
manageable and appropriate.
Its looks like the gas people will be in the 
estate for some months while they upgrade 
the gas supply system.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors’ Page: It is a really hard time for so many people and the savage 
cuts to funding are hitting the most needy, including Children’s Centres, NHS and 
now cuts to funding in pharmacies. Abbey Road Pharmacy is a small independent 
business that will be hit by this proposal. The pharmacist told me he may not be 
able to function and it could cause them to close. There is a petition in the shop 
and there are already nearly 1,000 signatures so if you value this service please go 
there and sign or sign the one on social media. There is also a petition to stop cuts 
to closing of ten of the eleven Children’s Centres in the shop too. 
After years of campaigning, I am happy to say that Hampshire County Council have 
secured that up to date Broadband facilities will be built into new developments. 
Thank you to Basingstoke Broadband Campaigners on Facebook for your incredible 
work and support to make this a reality. It was crazy in this day and age that it 
was not treated in the same way as other utilities and should come with the new 
buildings!  Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Company start up advice 

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

We can help to: 

Improve

Gain

Develop

National Curriculum 

all exams & tests

discounts

LYCHPIT:   ROOKSDOWN

NEW CENTRES IN BASINGSTOKE

MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION

PART-TIME VACANCY 
SHERBORNE ST. JOHN VILLAGE HALL AND CHUTE CENTRE

 Sherborne St John Parish Council is looking for 2 people to work part time as Caretakers overseeing and 
looking after the Sherborne St. John Village Hall and Chute Sports Centre.  

 The 2 positions could suit a wide range of ages – from older retired people – both men and women – to 
students studying 2/3 year courses. 

 Duties include carrying out required Health & Safety checks, opening and closing the buildings when rented, 
setting up for functions, showing prospective users  around and generally ensuring the facilities are in good working order. 
Applicants should expect a percentage of the role to involve light/medium manual tasks as in setting up for functions. 

 While the work may involve making small repairs. the expectation is that for most  work needed  the 
successful candidates would liaise with contractors brought in to undertake these works arranged by the Parish Clerk 
and the Village Hall Committee. 

 A positive and cheerful attitude and enjoyment in dealing with a wide range of people and situations is 
wanted, rather than experience, with a ‘can do’ approach in order to pro-actively manage the day to day issues of both 
facilities.

 Living within the Village environs or nearby is an essential pre-requisite of both roles.

 The 2 people will work as a team to ensure cover to both premises are maintained to a high standard and 
to provide holiday and sickness cover for each other. Each role will be for 8 to 10 hours per week (overtime can be 
anticipated).

 For further details ( inc. details of salary ) interested applicants should contact Penny Mayo, Sherborne 
St. John Parish Clerk, on ssjclerk@gmail.com tel no :01189332379  for an application form.
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Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

Visit our Showroom: 
86-88 Chapel Street, Thatcham, 
Berks RG18 4QN - Free Parking at rear

QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

Before EST.
1999

®

• Trusted reputation
• Huge choice of doors, 
 worktops, appliances, 
 sinks & taps
• Free planning & 
 design service
• Door swaps to full kitchens

A new look for your old kitchen this Spring

dreamdoors.co.uk

CALL LESLEY NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ON 

01635 867336
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Dear Friends

St Gabriel’s is on the verge of joining the building fever that’s gripped Popley and it’s surrounding 
areas over the past ten years!   We are really excited because we now have the funding in place 
to commence the extensions to our community facilities.  This includes doubling the size of our 
present hall and adding a new extension to the side of the church that will bring new community 
rooms, toilet facilities and a larger kitchen. St Gabriel’s really is a focal point of community 
activity and one of my favourites is the Tuesday Café where you can enjoy a barista style 
coff ee, enjoyed in a relaxing atmosphere and with a soft play area for young children – right 
now, as with many of our community groups, it’s really buzzing!

We’re also really excited about Popley Festival on Sunday 15th May.  We’re making our 
buildings project a major feature and, if you’d like to know more then come and have a cream 
tea of coff ee in the café in the marquee and see the plans for yourselves and we’ll be there to 
answer any questions you may have!

 Psalm 127:1 says, "Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain" .  
Written over 3,000 years ago of King Solomon, I believe these words are as true as ever today 
as they were then.  I believe there is both a physical and a spiritual dimension to these words.  
Nicky Gumbel, vicar of a church in London said, “we all have a God shaped hole in us and 
only He can fi ll it.”  Similarly Saint Augustine 800 years ago wrote, “our hearts are restless till 
they fi nd their rest in you.”  From Solomon to Augustine to Nicky Gumbel that theme keeps 
cropping up!  It’s interesting the things we often try to fi ll that hole with, but somehow they 
never quite make us whole and the hole remains!  The fact is we will always struggle to do it 
on our own!

We all have areas where we would like to see growth and change. And we all have weaknesses 
just as we all have strengths. But I believe that trying to change in our own strength just brings 
frustration. For me it doesn't really matter what our strengths or weaknesses are because I 
believe we will all, always need God. This verse of the Bible says to me that it is not by our 
power, but by the grace of God through the work of His Holy Spirit, that we change and grow 
in life.  It’s by His grace and power that St Gabriel’s is fl ourishing and is able to take on such a 
massive building project.

It’s an exciting time but we are keeping our feet fi rmly grounded and rooted in Jesus who is our 
foundation stone.  I do hope you’ll take fi ve minutes at the Popley Festival to pop in and see us 
and speak to one of our team – btw there will be loads of other stuff  going on in the marquee 
as well!

Look forward to seeing you there.
Every blessing

Arthur
Vicar, St Gabriel’s

01256 324734
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 Annual Woofs and Wellies
 Sunday 17th April saw St. Michael’s Hospice hold its annual Woofs and Wellies walk on 
the glorious grounds of Lord Portsmouth’s estate in Farleigh Wallop. The sun shone brightly on 
the nearly 300 people who came along to support the work of the Hospice. The event hopes 
to raise £10,000 towards the £3.8 million running costs of the Hospice. 

 The winner of this year’s Best Dog was the lovely Rosie who was only recently rescued 
from BaƩ ersea Dog’s Home.

 Two new routes were tackled; a 5 mile opƟ on and a challenging 10 miler. Many people 
walked without dogs, just enjoying the opportunity to view the glorious 
Hampshire countryside from within the magnifi cent private estate. There 
were plenty of children too and everyone enjoyed the cake provided by the 
Hospice’s chef aŌ erwards.

 There was corporate support too in the form of Mars Drinks providing 
all the refreshments; Projected Image suppling the PA system; and SenƟ nel HA 
and BMI Hampshire Clinic geƫ  ng together teams of walkers. The Basingstoke 
Ramblers again ploƩ ed and planned the routes, both of which were new this 
year, and provided the course marshals on both routes.  

BASINGSTOKE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
CLASSICAL MASTERWORKS CONCERT

Saturday 18th June 2016, 7:45pm
The Anvil, Basingstoke

 Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra serves up a feast of great orchestral 
masterpieces. Clarinet virtuoso Òscar Argüelles performs Mozart’s wonderful 
Concerto in A major with the orchestra. The concerto was written in 1791, 
shortly before Mozart’s death and was his fi nal purely instrumental piece. 
Recently popularised by the fi lm “The King’s Speech”, Beethoven’s Seventh 
Symphony is indeed a true masterwork. Many classical music lovers consider 
the second movement of the symphony to be one of the most beautiful pieces 
of music ever written. Rossini’s “La Cenerentola” Overture and the Capriol 
Suite by Warlock complete the programme. Come and enjoy an evening of 
beautiful music performed by your local orchestra. Tickets are from £12.  For 
more details please see our website www.bso.org.uk or via the Anvil website 
www.anvilarts.org.uk.
 Join us for a pre-concert glass of Prosecco for £4, served by members 
of the orchestra! Limited tickets are available so please book early to avoid 
disappointment.
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Neat Feet Footcare
Health and Beauty for your feet in the comfort 

of your own home
    Treatments include:
  • Toe Nail cutting
 • Finger Nail cutting
 • Reduction of thickened nails
 • Callus and corn removal
 • Hard skin and cracked heels
 • Fungal infections of the nails and skin
 • Ingrowing toe nails
 • Diabetic footcare
 • Verrucas
 • Pedicures

07875137299
julia@neatfeetfootcare.co.uk
http://neatfeetfootcare.co.uk/

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 
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Charity number 267734  Headquarters registration number 42755 

Members of the Air Sc  Group attended St. George’s Day
Parade in the town shopping centre.  This year all three 
District  in the area (Basingstoke East, Basingstoke West and 
Silchester) gathered for joint outdoor celebrations in 
recognition of it being the 100th Anniversa y of Cub Scou ing.
As is customary the short commemoration included the 
opportunity for members to renew their Promise and remind 
themselves of what it takes to be a true scout.  The Deputy 
Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane Councillor Mrs Jane 
Frankum (and Popley councillor) took the salute as the 
parade of young people from the 28 Scout Groups and 9 Explorer Units in the area 
emerged from Festival Place Centre and strode on to Eastrop Park for the short 
service of rededication and presentaion of St. George’s Day Awards.  The parade 
was accompanied by the Arundel and Littlehampton Scout Band. 

The Scout section has been busy  putting the OUT in 
ScOUTing with the lighter evenings and (sometimes!) 
warmer weather.   

Earlier in the year the programme dwelt on matters such as personal fitness, disabilities, 
international issues, Easter Crafts and D-I-Y skills.  The troop also had a night hike starting 
in the town centre and finishing with the ever popular ‘sleepover’ and a ‘big’ breakfast in 
Base 2000. 

More recently thoughts are turning to preparations for summer camp, outdoor pursuits and 
reminders of how to pack a ruc sac  successfully (and what to remember to put in it!). Then 
there’s refreshing your memory as to the right way to pitch a tent in the rain and wind and 
how to make sure both the campsite and yourselves stay clean, hygienic and healthy. 

At the end of May  the troop will hold a short preparatory camp with the main summer 
camp taking place at Lyons Copse at the beginning of August. 

* * * * * * 

 

Facebook news https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 
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Popley Based Girl Power...Boat Racer??
 I am a successful Off shore Powerboat Racer, and am a girl on a mission to get more 
recognition for female athletes and girl participation in what is commonly thought of as a male 
dominated sport within the motor sport sphere. As I'm based in Popley it would be great to 
gather some local support for our upcoming racing campaign and thought it may make a nice 
story for the Popley Matters publication? Here's a summary of my story: 
 "Growing up I was a bit of a tearaway, the only thing that kept me on the straight 
and narrow was horse riding. Then after a family dispute following my GCSEs, I left home 
(although the truth is my parents threw me out) and I spent a year sofa surfi ng. It wasn't until 
I enrolled on a Prince's Trust program and went to a careers day where I came across a British 
Army Recruitment stand. Being renowned for not one to take well to discipline and authority 
my friends joked that I wouldn't 'dare' join the Army. This sparked my competitive side and 
I think, maybe subconsciously, I knew I needed some discipline. Whisked away to Army 
Training 2 months later, after my 18th birthday, I found myself on the frontline in Iraq. This 
was followed by subsequent tours of Afghanistan where sadly I was injured which led to my 
discharge in 2013 and moved to Basingstoke in 2014 for employment reasons.
 I was then introduced to P1 Powerboat Racing at a corporate sponsorship day. Having 
no boating experience (less for a mackerel trip when I was young and the odd ferry journey to the 
Isle of Wight!) I was then invited to attend mandatory race training with the prospect of being a 
reserve driver in the P1 150 series for the Mission Motor sport team. On a full course of men with 
7 times World Champion Powerboat Racer Neil Holmes, I was heckled by the other students 
for not knowing my port from my starboard and of course for being stereotyped as a woman 

who can't drive nor 
read a map! The 
course has a 70% 
attrition rate with the 
majority of attendees 
having to go back 
for more training. 
I was shocked and 
secretly smug when 
on the fi nal day it 
was announced I was 
the only one to pass. 
Mission Motorsport 

had no choice but to sit me in the boat for the series' toughest 35nm off shore race from Cowes 
on the Isle of Wight to Poole then back to Cowes only a few days later. 
 Given that our sport relies heavily on teamwork for the two man crew to succeed, my 
driver and I only met each other on the day of the race so we were not predicted to do well. In 
fact it would be an achievement if we were to just fi nish the race. Against the odds, I navigated 
us to the team's best ever result with a podium fi nish of 3rd. From this moment I was hooked. 
 Then the 150 series folded and Mission Motorsport announced they would not be able 
to step up to the larger 250 class. An amazing experience but I thought that was the end of my 
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short lived powerboat racing career. Until I was scouted by ex-champion John Wilson to step 
up and co-pilot for him in the bigger class. 
 In 2013 we were leading the championship and, unfortunately, suff ered disqualifi cation 
followed by getting thrown out of the boat in one weekend which put us right back down the 
pack. Relatively unscathed (black eye, chipped tooth and dented pride) we made a comeback at 
the next event with an outstanding winning weekend achieving top in 4 out of the 5 races. We 
fi nished overall 3rd in the season and I was awarded 2013 P1 Sports Personality of the Year. 
 In 2014 we were on track to win the Championship with a 7 point lead going into the 
fi nal round in Gosport. Then in a cruel twist of fate, at the start of the second race our gearbox 
went and we missed out on precious points due to this DNF (Did Not Finish). This left us with 
another 3rd place overall in the 2014 Championship. 
 Last year we had a disappointing fi rst round due to engine failures but by the 
penultimate round in Cardiff  we were back at the top of the Championship until another boat 
collided into us which resulted in disqualifi cation, despite not being at fault. This incident was 
critical as due to the tight space in the bay, we were racing in heats and the lack of points meant 
we could only qualify for the 'Plate Final' where the highest result to be achieved can be 4th. 
Despite a phenomenal winning fi nal round in Bournemouth, racing in some of the roughest 
conditions our series has seen to date, we were unable to recover from the tragedy endured in 
Cardiff  and fi nished 2nd overall. 
 Following the close of the UK season my former team mate, John Wilson announced 
his retirement after we were invited to race in the closing round of the US series in Tavares, 
Florida. In a boat we had never seen and that its previous team deemed to be slow, we went out 
and shown the Americans how its done and won the weekend. A fantastic close to John and my 
3 year partnership. 
 Since then our Team Manager, Sam Coleman (my brother) has stepped up to the mark 
and will be racing with me. Already hotlisted as one to watch, he achieved his race training 
in record time for someone from a non-boating background. With guest drives in the Visit 
Wales backed boat contributing to their overall 3rd place Championship fi nish and achieving 
2nd place in his second ever race, we're going to be a force to be reckoned with in 2016 with 
aspirations to race both sides of the pond in the UK and USA so watch this space!"
 I thank you for taking the time to read my story. I've attached some pics and a copy 
of our latest sponsorship proposal for info. Don't worry we're not after money (unless this is 
an avenue you'd like to explore given our sport is fully televised globally with an excellent 
brand reach) but I thought it is 
a nice summary of our sport 
and what we have to off er. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you and do hope you'd be able 
to help with my campaign to 
get more women into sport 
and some local support behind 
us! 

Kind regards,
Daisy Coleman
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Astral TV Repair
LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite 

Freeview/Freesat Installation
All makes of TV/audio/DVD 

undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted 

LCD  TVs

Picked up free of charge
Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com

Basingstoke
Technical
Services

Telephone : 07936145430  
Email : support@basingstoketechservices.co.uk

• PC & Laptop Repair
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Web Design
• 
• General help and advice

Free quotes
Fully insured
Friendly Service Telephone : 07936145430

Low cost Basingstoke based 
computer engineer with over 

including networking and most 

Monday - Friday
09:00 - 20:00

Weekends available at 
prior arrangement
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40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS

RG24 9PE

BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

 Popley Explorers Preschool meets on Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 
3pm. For full details ring Sharon on 363156.
 We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
 Monday night is keep fi t and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm. Come 
along and join in the fun.
 Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New 
members are always welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments 
are also available and it fi nishes around about 10pm.
 Wednesday evening is Dance to the Beat,  6pm until 7pm. For details ring 
Miss Lackey on 321160. 
 If you like to dance we have Street Dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for 
ages from two and a half year  to adults, 4.30pm until 6.30pm. For full details contact 
Samantha on 07811299484. Also kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.
 Friday night is Friday Night Club from 5pm until 6-30pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc at reasonable rates. 
For information, ring Janet on 01256 363156

Over 55s Forum
 I am organising a trip to the Mini Car Factory with a tour at Cowley, Oxford, 
(date to be confi rmed). I need to get 45 and I am halfway there already. The price is 
£28.25 and includes your coach and tour. We will also have time to stop in Oxford to look 
round. I have recently been on this tour, it is brilliant and well worth a visit at this price.
I am also organising a trip to the Chiltern Valley Winery Tour (date to be confi rmed). The 
tour includes three or four tasting of wines - three or four tastings of liqueurs; and three 
or four tasting of ales. If there is time we will have a surprise visit to another place of 
interest. Price £28.25 includes coach and tour.
 Movement and Stretch session for Over 55s are held each Thursday from 11.00am 
to midday at the Carnival Hall, Council Road and a small fee is charged. Why not come 
along and try a session to see if it suits you.
 Carnival Chorus meets every Tuesday, 1.30pm to 3pm at the Carnival Hall. 
Council Road, for practice sessions. The Carnival Chorus during the year visit care and 
residential homes singing to the residents.
 The Forum has had to close their membership at 650. Anyone wishing to join, 
please send your name and contact details to the secretary to have your name placed on the 
reserve list. Secretary gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com or 30 Dartmouth Walk, Basingstoke, 
RG22 6QS. Gerald (Secretary & Tour Manager)
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Cats Protection’s Basingstoke & District Branch

  Double joy as Charlie fi nds his forever home and 
is reunited with his fi rst owner
 In July 2015 Cats Protection’s Basingstoke & District 
Branch received a call about two cats that had been left behind 
after their owners had been evicted. With a bit of detective 
work, they tracked down their owners and they signed them 
over to the branch. 
 Gayna Ballard, Branch Co-ordinator said: “We 
decided it would be best to home the cats separately. Stella soon found a home but 
poor Charlie didn’t have much luck. Twice we thought we’d found the perfect home 
but each time it fell through. Then in November, we had a call from a lady called 
Debbie who was looking for an older cat, and Charlie had caught her eye. They were 
the perfect match and he settled in straight away.
 “When Debbie’s sister-in-law, Michelle, met Charlie she couldn’t believe her 
eyes. It turned out Charlie was her cat Sox, who had gone missing fi ve years earlier! 
They compared photos and he had the same face, eyes, markings and character. 
When Michelle called his name, he started rubbing himself round her legs. Isn’t that 
incredible?!”
 Sox wasn’t microchipped by Michelle, so unfortunately she couldn’t be 
traced. He is microchipped now, thankfully, so if he did ever go missing he could be 
reunited with his new owner, Debbie. It certainly demonstrates the importance of 
microchipping.
 Thousands of cats go missing every year and research conducted by Cats 
Protection found that almost half never return, so the charity recommends microchipping 
as a safe and permanent method of identifi cation. 
The charity reunites 3,000 cats with their owners 
every year across the UK.  
 Microchips contain a unique identifi cation 
number and are inserted under the cat’s skin 
between their shoulder blades. The number is 
linked to a database containing details of the pet, 
as well as the owner’s contact details. When a 
scanner detects the microchip, a simple phone 
call can ascertain the owner’s details and the pet 
can then be quickly returned home.
 “However, it is very important pet owners 
keep their details up to date, so owners should 
check their certifi cate which will tell them how to 
do this,” said Gayna.
 Cats Protection’s Basingstoke & District 
Branch operates a Lost and Found register. For 
more information please visit: www.basingstoke.
cats.org.uk/basingstoke/lost-and-found
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 Now that the good weather has arrived, Melrose Hall and 
Popley Fields Cycle Club have added a second ride! Tuesday 
9.30am with Vicki and Cat (open group) and Friday 10.00 
with Nicole (ladies only in conjunction with The Breeze). 
We have 10 bikes for loan and 2 baby trailers!! All rides, 
and loans are free, just turn up 20 mins before the ride 
to register. Our cycle rides are low level, mainly off road 
riding aimed at getting novice and lapsed riders back in the 

saddle. You don‛t need to be Bradley Wiggins or Laura Trott to join us. If 
you would like a 1 to 1 refresher before joining our group, just call Vicki in 
the offi ce to arrange a date and time. NEW!!! Log your progress with our new 
rewards scheme, the more you ride with us the more prizes you can win! 
 Our new Computer Hub is proving very popular on a Friday 12.00-
2.00pm. Due to demand we now also have a Wednesday session 6.00-8.00pm. 
Come along for free use of our computers and access to the Internet. Learn 
how the Internet can help you! Or learn basic computer skills. Research your 
family tree with Ancestry, make a doctor‛s appointment, learn how to use social 
media, send an e-mail, the possibilities are endless! Booking is advisable, just 
contact Vicki in the offi ce.

WHATS ON IN MAY:
MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:     9.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People
     9.30am   Free group bike ride (open group)
     6.00-8.00pm Computer Hub
     5.15-7.30pm  Suma Karate
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:   9.00am  Slimming World
     11.00am  Slimming World
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch Club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:     DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     9.40 for 10.00am ride- Group cycle Ride (weather permitting)
     10.00am            Free group bike ride (Ladies only) 
     12.00-2.00pm   Computer Hub
SATURDAY:    9.00am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabbath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:    Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 

for times of services.      
 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding receptions, conferences 
and regular groups. Please ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us 
at Melrosehal2l@gmail.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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N&P 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

01256 331037 

07784 492884 

All aspects of home improvement 
and maintenance 

Decorating - internal and external 
 

Electrics - Carpentry - Plastering 
 

 Over 25yrs experience 

Specialists in complete bathroom 
design 

Supply and installation 

Tiling - walls & floors 
Ceramics/porcelain/stone 

np-home-improvement.co.uk 

Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available

“OPEN AFTERNOON” MAY  

12.30-2PM 

Come along and meet our friendly, knowledgeable  dedicated eam 

 And join in some fun & creative activities 

You can meet the animals from 

Millar s Ark Farm 
And join in a music & movement class with 

Stretch n Grow 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 DDaisy  CChain,  CCaarpenters  DDown,  
BBasingstoke,,  RRG24  99AE  

  001256  3356084 
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers

Est. Over 40 Years

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs

• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates

• Servicing

Wade Road • Basingstoke 
Telephone

 464974 & 321450

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 
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 Founded in 2005, MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard 
Development Club and Nike Partner Club is a Not For Profi t organisation 
dedicated to coaching boys and girls of all age groups to play football. 
We provide the children with encouragement and a fun and friendly 
environment with the opportunity to play in matches.
 MFC Popley Youth promotes “Respect” within the club to ensure 
everyone involved with the teams creates a fair, safe and enjoyable 

environment in which football can be played.
 If you would like to join our team of committed volunteers, either as a coach 
(experience not necessary as full training will be arranged by the club) or as a parent/guardian 
volunteer, please contact the Club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for more 
details.
 As of September 2016, MFC Popley Youth will be moving home grounds to Mays 
Bounty, Fairfi elds Road, Basingstoke. 
This will mean that all of our home fi xtures across the age groups will be played there.
 Although this is a fantastic move for the club, we are still very much a part of Popley 
and will strive to keep links with our spiritual home.

Dates for your diary:
 This year’s Open Days will be held on Saturday 25th June and Saturday 9th July at 
Everest Community Academy on the 3G. These days are used to drive not only new players to 
the club, but also to help obtain new volunteers.
 Sunday 3rd July at 6pm will see the Club hold our Annual General Meeting. We are 
looking for new members to join the committee, and would like to see at least one person from 
each age group join. 
 If you are a parent or guardian of a player at the club, and would like more information 
on becoming a committee member, or getting more actively involved with MFC Popley Youth, 
especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s), running the line (under 
11s upward) and the set up of the pitches and Respect lines, please speak to the manager of your 
child's age group.
 You can get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @MFC_
Popley Youth and by using the hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
 MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook, and you can also fi nd us 
on Instagram.
 MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner Club 
has a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories.
Please visit the MFC Popley Club Shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/

Contact the club -
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi  cer: mfcpopleyyouth@live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Zak Collingwood
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Merton Juniors on the Stage 
On Saturday 19th March, over 80 children from Merton Junior School travelled 
all the way to Portsmouth and performed on stage, in front of a full to capacity 
audience at the Guildhall. These children had been rehearsing for 6 months to 
compete in the annual, regional competition, Junior Rock Challenge. This year, 
the Rock Challenge team at Merton chose to base the dance around the famous 
and sometimes controversial street artist, Banksy. Inspired by his most famous 
pieces, the team created a story and told it through dance.  

In the months leading up to the performance, the children rehearsed weekly, 
sometimes until 5pm! They also took part in fundraising activities such as prize 
Bingo, cake sales and even a family race night to gather funds to wow the judges 
on the night!  These fundraisers were very popular with families of children in 
the crew and other families of children in the school, who wanted to support 
their school. 

Merton Junior School were lucky enough to receive 6 awards in excellence on 
the night. One of which was for the Fastest Backstage Team. These children 
were responsible for moving the set throughout the performance.    

The staff and children at Merton Junior School really enjoyed watching the 
performance on the big screen in the hall and are all very proud of this year’s 
team for representing Merton so fantastically!  
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA 
CARPETS & 
FLOORINGS 

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted 
by your local Popley based carpet fitter.   

25 Years experience. 

CARPETS 
VINYLS 

KARNDEAN 
REAL WOODS  

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.   

CALL PHIL ON  07712085522 / 01256462212 

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS  

 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148
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Play Croquet!
 Now’s the time to forget winter and take up a new sport.  Come 
and try croquet!
 You can play at Down Grange during the summer months with 
Basingstoke Croquet Club or the U3A Croquet Section.

 Forget the silly stuff  you hear on the telly about croquet:  it is 
a serious game that can be enjoyed by anybody.   We play two types 
of croquet -  “Association Croquet” is a game of skill and tactics, not 
unlike snooker on grass.  
 And  the re  i s  a 
simpler form – “Golf 
Croquet” which is easier 
to play and more of a social 
event.
 If you would like 
to have a go – no previous 
experience required – 
come to Down Grange on 
a Saturday morning from 
about 10.00am.    
 The lawn is up the 
hill to the left of the Toby 
Carvery entrance as you 
look at it.
 For more details 
have a look at our website 
www.basingstokecroquet.
co.uk or e-mail Charmian 
H a r r i s o n  a t  i n f o @
basingstokecroquet.co.uk



SHOWROOM OPENING TIMES
MON - WED  8.30am - 5.30pm
THUR 8.30am - 7.00pm
FRID 8.30am - 4.00pm
SAT 9.30am - 3.00pm

thebarnbathrooms.co.uk

THE BARN BATHROOM CENTRE
UNIT 1,  ANCHOR COURT
LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE
HAMPSHIRE RG21 7NY
TEL: 01256 843111

VISIT THE BARN BATHROOM  
CENTRE FOR AN AMAZING  
SELECTION OF CONTEMPORARY  
AND TRADITIONAL BATHROOMS  
AND BATHROOM EQUIPMENT.

F R E E  P A R K I N G  A T  T H E  R E A R  O F  T H E  S H O W R O O M

REGISTER WITH US TODAY AT OUR WEBSITE 
thebarnbathrooms.co.uk
FOR DETAILS OF OUR AMAZING NEW OFFER 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store,
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check, 
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation 
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness 
by our qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill 
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for 
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


