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Message from the Editor: I Wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year for 2017. Thank you to all 
our wonderful volunteers that help to get Popley Matters delivered 
to you our readers. In May, we celebrate 25 years of Popley 
Mattersand Paul and I have been involved for 20 of those years. 
A special mention to Paul Frankum who spends hours laying it out 
and to Chris Martin, the Treasurer.
Thank you to those that came to the Remembrance service 
especially Merton School Choir. All residents are invited to St 

Michael’s Church on 10th from 7 pm to join in the Mayors ‘Carol Concert’ proceeds 
to the Mayor’s Community Chest Charity. Merton school and Everest will be taking 
part with songs and readings.
As much as I love Christmas time I hate the cold and ice. Please be careful on the 
slippery paths and roads. Also can I ask you again to watch out for your neighbours 
and friends that are vulnerable? 
There are a number of Christmas Fayres and events on page 5 Spotlight; Christmas 
competition on page 9; and a Christmas Craft Market page 19. I like to get my handmade 
items at these sort of events. I may be old fashioned but when someone has taken the 
time and eff ort to make a gift it takes on a special meaning to me.
The centre pages are to inform you of the new bus service, Popley 
55, that is being run by Basingstoke Community Transport a 
charity. Of course I don’t really need to say it but we need to use it 
or we will lose it. It is three times a day so lets’ see what happens.
We still need more people who will deliver in Popley Poets and 
some other roads. Please contact me details below.
Contact me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone me, on 01256 819924 
or email me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Martin Beirmann; Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; 
Tony Frankum;  Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy 
Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Mick Portlock; Kath Smith;  Joel; Christine Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith 
Theobold; Janet Ward: and Carole Wheeler
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Big Help Music
  The current Miss Basingstoke, Nicola AscroŌ , a fi nalist in this year’s Miss England, 
is featured in fellow fi nalist Rheo Parnell’s forthcoming music video for an internaƟ onally 
distributed Charity Christmas single called “Our World”. 
 The music video for the track was directed by award-winning director Jack Van Spall 
from Mountain Pictures and was fi lmed in a variety of diverse locaƟ ons across the country. 
One of the locaƟ ons featured 55 Miss England Finalists sporƟ ng shiny gold catsuits, made all 
the more sparkly on the hoƩ est day of the year in July.
 The song “Our World” was produced by Big Help Music which is the leading ArƟ st 
Development, Management and Recording Company in the UK, and was wriƩ en by professional 
songwriter and former “That’s Life” crew member, Michael Groth.  The song was originally 
wriƩ en for internaƟ onally acclaimed band U2, but it was never used on their album. “Our World” 
tells the extremely perƟ nent story of growing environmental breakdown, of the increasing 
extremes in weather and climate, and of social and poliƟ cal unrest on the planet. The song 
calls for the human race to work together in these diffi  cult Ɵ mes.
 The proceeds from “Our World” will raise money for the Miss England and Miss World 
affi  liated charity “Beauty With A Purpose”. The charity works to improve the lives of sick, 
disabled and disadvantaged children throughout the UK and worldwide. Funds raised through 
“Beauty With A Purpose” are re-invested in the towns and communiƟ es who raised them. The 
star of the song Rheo Elyse, who holds the Ɵ tle of Miss Coventry and Warwickshire,  has been 
performing the song, at Miss England events throughout the UK and “Our World” will also be 
promoted at the Miss World Finals this December in Washington DC (USA).
 Big Help record company boss, Dutch Van Spall said, “This is by far one of the most 
ambiƟ ous videos we have ever made. Having access to all 55 Miss England fi nalists added 
some spectacular images and all of the girls have been incredibly supporƟ ve throughout the 
producƟ on process, which has had its challenges. We are very proud of the fi nished product 
and we hope it is well received by the BriƟ sh public. We have yet to see how successful we will 
be in the charts and we are realisƟ c enough to realize we are up against some of the fi ercest 
compeƟ Ɵ on of the year. However, that is not our main aim. Raising awareness and funds for 
Beauty With A Purpose is the present we are hoping for this Christmas!”
 You can check out the video featuring Nicola on YouTube and pre-order your copy 
of “Our World” from iTunes from 11th 
November (2016).  
 Rheo will be performing live at 
the offi  cial launch of the single - on the 
Miss England stand at The Clothes Show, 
NEC Birmingham on Friday 2nd December 
at 12.15pm.  A special photocall will 
include TWO previous Miss England 
winners, Doctor Carina Tyrrell and 
Natasha Hemmings ,who will both be 
dressed as “Golden Girls” in the gold 
jumpsuits worn by all the Miss England 
2016 fi nalists in Southport.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Popley East: The Battery Energy 
Storage facility in Basing Forest is in the 
planning system for determination. We believe 
it will go forward for decision in January/
February 2017. We oppose the application 
but do not know as yet whether it will be 
recommended for approval or not. We will 
encourage public opposition against the 
application and will notify the public of the 
Development Control Committee meeting 
when we know it. You will be able to speak 
about the application at the meeting if you 
wish to but you will have to be registered to do 
so. Please look out for information and we will 
use social media as necessary.
The elevated play areas at Sark Way have 
been the cause of many problems for residents 
and we are working with Council offi  cers to 
design some improvements. Some of the 
anti-social behaviour problems relate to ball 
games and the like but it has to be recognised 
that the area was provided to allow children to 
play safely in a central area.
We intend to consult with residents on a 
range of issues to see if there is any common 
agreement on preferred solutions. Please look 
out for this.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: A very happy Christmas 
and a happy and propurous New Year to all our 
residents in Popley.
Thank you to everyone who came to the 
Remembrance service. Merton School Choir 
sang Peace, Perfect Peace beautifully. They will 
sing again at the Mayor’s Carol Concert and 
we have readings by the Head Girl and Boy at 
Everest Community Academy and a solo by 
Carla from Everest. All are welcome on 10th 
December from 7 pm at St Michael’s Church.
The parking in all parts of Popley is about as 
bad as we have seen in the 45 years we have 
lived here. There are many more cars to a lot of 
the houses so you need to think safe. My main 
concern is the safety, especially when cars park 
across dropped kerbs and when they almost 
block the paths so residents have to walk on a 
busy road. Please think of other people when 
you park. Marnel Park is being looked at to 
extend the yellow lines. It is at the courtesy of 
the Police that you can park on the highway. I 
have been told that this government is going to 
extend the law from outside London where it 
is illegal to park on paths and there is a traffi  c 
order to enforce it. So far most of Popley, and 
indeed Basingstoke and Deane, does not have 
traffi  c orders.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors’ Page: I had the Highways Offi cer look at the fl ooding problems 
in the Popley Community Park and she has agreed that one small drain is not 
enough to cope with all the new continuing development; the issue is on the list 
for funding. St Bede’s had a fl ood in the church and they are dealing with that.
I have asked for a no U-turn at the Chineham end of Popley. It is dangerous to 
turn here and has had some near misses; all this to save just a few seconds. Is it 
worth injuries or risking a fatality?
With the winter comes the snow and ice. Can I remind the few people that take 
the salt and grit from the bins provided to do your own paths that you are using 
it inappropriately as it is for the roads and highways that are owned by  Highways 
and is there to make it safer to drive and get to work. Again I make the plea not 
to use cat litter as it refreezes to sheets of ice and it leaves stains and rots your 
fl ooring. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.
uk 
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Company start up advice 

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

We can help to: 

Improve

Gain

Develop

National Curriculum 

all exams & tests

discounts

LYCHPIT:   ROOKSDOWN

NEW CENTRES IN BASINGSTOKE

MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION

Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook
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Everest Community Academy News
 On 3rd November The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane Councillor 
Jane Frankum came to our GCSE presentation evening, and presented the 
certifi cates to all the students. There were also twenty one special awards 
given. Unfortunately the speaker Simon Harmer could not make it so the Head 
Mr Nick Price spoke about Simon and showed the inspiring fi lm of Simon’s 
story. We were entertained by two great pieces of music played on the guitar by 
Andrew Davis. Well done everyone.

 On Saturday 12th November, Everest’s steel pan group and dance 
group took part in The Children’s Extravaganza  for the Mayor’s Community 
Chest Charity. The dancers did exceptionally well, with an exciting piece that 
was thoroughly enjoyed.  Although the Everest pan group was not playing 
as a performer, they played during the interval where delicious dishes from 
many diff erent countries were being served. People had a chance to chat until 
the interval ended. There were lots of compliments about the performances. 
Well done to all those who took part in the charity event! It was a successful 
fundraiser because of you!



Page 7

6th Basingstoke Boys 
Brigade

 As we embark on a new session we have seen a remarkable leap in numbers for our younger 
section with our numbers increasing signifi cantly. Within this section we have been getting to know each 
other through ice-breakers and team games, enabling us to fi nd common interests with one another. We’ve 
also learnt about what to do in emergencies, 999 calls and role-playing situations for this and other dramas.
 Both sections (5-10 and 11+) have been doing physical fi tness activities to strengthen team building 
and togetherness.  As part of the St.Gabriel’s renovation program we have also been assisting in the garden, 
taking responsibility of a section of the border. This is being spear-headed by our resident “Garden VIP” 
Dave Phillips who will help design and manage the patch.
On 13th November we were amazed at the turn out for the Remembrance Day parade at St Gabriel’s Church 
in Popley which is a fantastic service. We had the honour of laying the wreaths and lowering of our fl ags, 
so come see us in action.
 The Company section have been learning all about websites and how to design one, the dangers 
of alcohol and also discussing things in an open forum regarding their frustrations and concerns. During the 
summer this year our Company section went down to Devon for the annual camping trip. A week of fun fi lled 
sports, activities like mountain biking, swimming learning camping crafts and a trip to Go-Ape (funded by 
a fundraising event).
 As we approach Christmas we have a few events planned including; a trip to the Powerleague, 
a Christmas Quiz and Meal, a special treat to the Jump Factory and further in the distance our camping 
experiences.
 Most of the above is only £1 a week so if you would like to have a look and see what we’re all 
about please pop along on a Monday or give me a call on 07775 535434. Mark Hood Company Captain 
6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade

New Orleans Hallooween Jazz Party
 Now I’ve seen it all (I hope)! I‘ve always entertained 
suspicions about my fellow Lions! On Saturday 29th October at 

the Viables Community Hall, the worst were confi rmed. We had skeletons, Draculas (complete 
with brides), Morticias and all manner of witches, ghouls and ghosties. It was like “Tam o’ 
Shanter” brought to life. But, it was an improvement on their normal personae. Fortunately all the 
Halloween stuff   was counterbalanced to a small extent by some semblance of elegance on the 
“New Orleans” side.
  The Sussex Jazz Kings kept our “spirits” high with their toe tapping renditions of such 
all time greats as “Yellow Dog Blues”, “Walk Through the City”, “Marching Through Georgia”, 
and, (on the naughty side) “Miller’s Daughter Mary Ann”. If you want an event to go with a 
swing, they’re the boys.
 During the interval we had an excellent fi nger buff et courtesy of M&S. Sandwiches, 
chicken drumsticks, pork pies, cheese and biscuits etc. etc. And many “doggy bags” were taken 
home – all very good, and value for money to boot.
 Then the Sussex Jazz Kings took over again with the theme tune from Dad’s Army, 
“Burgundy Street Blues”, and  “Carry me Back to Old Virginia”, before sending us home to the 
strains of “Carolina Moon”, “Sleepy Time Gal” and fi nally, “We’ll Meet Again”.  I certainly hope 
so!
 To see a selection of the pictorial nasties, go to our website www.basingstokelions.org.
uk/  and click on the Club News page and the appropriate sidebar.
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Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available
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Headquarters:   
Base 2000 Carpenters Down, Popley RG24 9AE 

Group Scout Leader:     Colin Karslake   01256 410559 

Scout section:       Kevin Pocock       07717 108 560

Cub Scout section:       Douglas Gowan  01256 412326 

Beaver Scout section:    Eve Alexander  07790 018 171

Service at St. Mary’s 

‘We will remember them’
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Dear Friends

As you’re wandering around the shops, listening to the radio or watching TV this month no 
doubt at some point the lyrics of those all too familiar Christmas songs will worm their way 
deeply into your mind unƟ l you wake up humming or singing at least one of them over and 
over again!  For example: “It’s Christmas Ɵ me; there’s no need to be afraid. At ChristmasƟ me, 
we let in light and we banish shade. And in our world of plenty we can spread a smile of joy. 
Throw your arms around the world at ChristmasƟ me.” “A very Merry Christmas, and a happy 
new year. Let’s hope it’s a good one, without any fear!” or “So here it is Merry Christmas 
everybody’s having fun. Look to the future now, It’s only just begun!”
Set alongside the tradiƟ onal Christmas Carols that we’ll also be singing there is clearly an 
overriding theme in all these songs that speaks of a hope for the future; for ourselves, our 
families and for the world in which we live.

Where does this hope come from? Is it just rooted in this season of peace on earth, goodwill 
towards men, something to be put away once January arrives and things get back to 
‘normal’ whatever that is or means!  The past year has seen some seismic poliƟ cal upheaval 
through Brexit and the elecƟ on of Donald Trump to the White House; images of the plight 
of the thousands of refugees fl eeing confl ict and poverty in the Middle East and Africa have 
brought home the terrible anguish and suff ering of other human beings and for so many 
there is sƟ ll the stress and anxiety of daily living highlighted recently in the Children in Need 
campaign which raised an astonishing £46m!

Sadly history is liƩ ered with the human debris of confl ict, division, war, poverty and disease 
so it is no wonder that we long to hear a message of hope.  Hope for the future, hope for 
humankind and when we do hear it, doesn’t it bring a good, good feeling with it?

I believe that as humankind we lack the capacity for permanent change. It seems to me that 
there is an essenƟ al need in the human spirit to fi ll a gap, to search out something that’s 
gone missing! A gap we try to fi ll with all sorts of harmful things! I know of only one way 
to fi ll that gap! A message is broadcast throughout the year, but especially so now, at this 
Ɵ me! It is the message of a Saviour, born in a stable 2,000 years ago, born for you and for 
me, born the Son of God!  Our God is not a God who stands far off  watching us wallow in 
suff ering and pain, he is a God of compassion and care who took the only course of acƟ on 
he could – he rolled up his sleeves and got stuck in with us to show us how that hope we all 
sense can become a reality. (Check out the this link on YouTube hƩ ps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zD8FjeOYKgU).

When you’re singing those Christmas songs or carols, listen to the words! What are they 
saying to you?  May God richly bless you and yours this Christmas Ɵ me and throughout the 
coming year and may you know the peace of the Christ-child.

Your friend and vicar
Arthur

St Gabriel’s, 01256  324734
www.projectg.org.uk
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Our family 

serving your family 
for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

Daisy Chain, Carpenters Down,
Basingstoke, RG24 9AE

01256 356084
info@daisy-chain.uk

www.littleshipmates.com

Purpose built Nursery
8am-6pm 51wks 

All ages from 3mths -5yrs
Excellent reputation

Fabulous staff

Why not check us out?

Claim your free funding with us!
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Route 55
Basingstoke Community Transport

 Basingstoke Commnity Transport is now operating a bus service 
to cover Shakespeare Road to Abbey Road then on to the hospital, 
then from the hospital to Abbey Road to Shakespeare Road, then to 
Chineham Tesco. The current time table 
does include Carpenters Down but while we 
were doing the route noticed that the area 
is well serviced by Stagecoach so we have 
stopped operating that area. The price is £1 
per trip to or from the Chineham stage of 
the route. You can use a valid concessionary  
bus pass but not a prepaid Stagecoach pass. 
The service is a Hail and Ride service so 
there is no need to wait at a bus stop.
 Any queries, please ring Basingstoke 
Community Transport on 01256 320501. 
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Tesco Chineham Depart 02:00 11:25 13:25
Pyotts Hill 09:30 11:30 13:30
The Street Methodist Church 09:31 11:31 13:31
The Street Bakery 09:32 11:32 13:32
Park Lane 09:35 11:35 13:35
London Rd A30  W 09:36 11:36 13:36
London Rd A30  E 09:37 11:37 13:37
Hatch Lane South 09:38 11:38 13:38
Linden Avenue 09:39 11:39 13:39
Park Avenue W 09:41 11:41 13:41
Byfleet Avenue 09:42 11:42 13:42
Milkenpen Road 09:43 11:43 13:43
Belle Vue Road Shops 09:45 11:45 13:45
Belle Vue Road East 09:47 11:47 13:47
Hatch Lane North 09:48 11:48 13:48
The Street Crown Pub 09:50 11:50 13:50
Great Binfield Road (Lychpit Surgery) 09:53 11:53 13:53
Tesco Chineham Arrive 09:57 11:57 13:57

02:00 04:00
10:00 12:00 14:00
10:02 12:02 14:02
10:04 12:04 14:04
10:06 12:06 14:06
10:08 12:08 14:08
10:10 12:10 14:10
10:11 12:11 14:11
10:13 12:13 14:13
10:15 12:15 14:15

Tesco Chineham Depart
Lidl Reading Rd  W
Shakespear  Surgery
Carpenters Down North
Carpenters Down Popley Fields
Shetland Road
Carpenters Down South
Popley Way
Abbey Road Shops
Hospital Arrive 10:25 12:25 14:25

00:30 02:00 04:00
10:30 11:00 13:00 15:00
10:35 11:05 13:05 15:05
10:37 11:07 13:07 15:07
10:38 11:08 13:08 15:08
10:40 11:10 13:10 15:10
10:42 11:12 13:12 15:12
10:43 11:13 13:13 15:13
10:45 11:15 13:15 15:15
10:47 11:17 13:17 15:17

Hospital Depart
Abbey Road Shops
Popley Way
Carpenters Down North
Carpenters Down Popley Fields
Shetland Road
Carpenters Down South
Shakespear  Surgery
Lidl Reading Rd  E
Tesco Chineham Arrive 10:49 11:19 13:19 15:19

Mon, Wed & Fri

Hail and Ride service £1 exact fare only to and from Tesco Chineham
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

No Call Out Charge And Free Quotations 
All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken 
Full Bathroom Installations 
Landlord Safety Certificates  
Gas Boiler Maintenance  
Oil & Gas Boiler Installation  
Water Softeners, Showers, Taps etc 
Unvented Hot Water 
Gledhill, Megaflo & All Makes

Call 07968808454 or Email markmsph@gmail.com

Mark Smith 
Plumbing and Heating 
Est. 1971
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Basingstoke Volunteer Recruitment Fair

 On Wednesday 2nd November Basingstoke Volunteer Centre organised a 
Volunteer Recruitment Fair inside the Discovery Centre; 18 organisations took 
part and showcased their voluntary roles to visitors to the event. Although a 
short day (10am – 2pm) this was a bonus to organisations running tables 

with volunteers, making it easier to staff  a table, and with some good marketing via social 
media beforehand, there were people turning up early trying to fi nd out about volunteering! The 
event was busy, especially in the fi rst couple of hours and initial feedback indicates that most 
organisations had between 6 and 20 visitors to their tables and all registered the details of some 
potential volunteers, with 25% expecting to recruit between 6 and 10 new volunteers. Feedback 
from organisations included, “It had a relaxed feel and it was good to have it in a public setting” 
and “The quality of people that came to the event was good”. 
 Sarah Robinson from Basingstoke Volunteer Centre was delighted with how the 
event went: “The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Jane Frankum, attended with the 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Paul Frankum, and met the organisations, discussing their needs for new 
volunteers, and Cllr Simon Bound, Cabinet member for Communities and Community Safety 
also came to the fair, discussing partnership working between organisations. The event was a 
great opportunity to network and fi nd ways of working together. This was our fi rst recruitment 
event for some time – previously we have held events in more public areas but this incurred 
a huge cost, or required a lot of time commitment from organisations; partnering with the 
Discovery Centre to run this event has been an exciting new development for us and we hope 
to run similar events more frequently in future.”
 Changes to how volunteering opportunities are advertised in Basingstoke and Deane
 Until recently, the Volunteer Centre would advertise voluntary opportunities via 
various media, including the Do-it website – a national volunteering site, but we have recently 
developed a new local website that covers opportunities in North Hampshire only. We are now 
working in partnership with Hart and Rushmoor Volunteer centres and we intend to provide an 
improved service for both organisations and volunteers through the partnership working, and 
better volunteer data information for organisations. Therefore, we will no longer be using Do-it 
to promote volunteering and instead use our new Volunteer North Hampshire website.
 So if you are a prospective volunteer, looking for an opportunity to help the community 
in your local area, try looking on www.volunteernorthhants.org and search by keyword, 
postcode, interest/cause and what you’d like to actually do, and fi nd a choice of voluntary roles 
that may suit you.
 If you look for volunteers to help 
your organisation, you may wish to register 
with us to promote your roles; we can add 
your requests to the website as well as to our 
Facebook page and promote to the public at 
outreach events as well as to enquirers at the 
Volunteer Centre.
 Please contact us for more details on 
01256 423850 or email us vc@bvaction.org.uk
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St. Michael’s Hospice Praised for ‘Quality and Respect’ towards 
Patients

Health regulators have praised St. Michael’s Hospice treatment of patients following a 
recent successful inspection by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). 

Providing hospice services to the whole of North Hampshire, St. Michael’s Hospice 
received a rating of ‘good’ from the CQC after a 3 day visit from a team of inspectors. 
A ‘good’ rating demonstrates the Hospice is performing well in all areas and meeting 
the requirements set out by the CQC to ensure patient safety. 

The CQC examine fi ve areas with a rating allocated for each, St. Michael’s was awarded 
a ‘good’ rating in all fi ve categories.

The charity, based on the Aldermaston Road, will celebrate its 25th anniversary next 
year after opening its doors to patients back in 1992. The Hospice will care for over 250 
patients this year, helping them and their families to enjoy the highest possible quality 
of life whilst suff ering with an incurable condition. 

Hospice Chief Executive, David Monkman, said “The report released by the CQC is 
justifi ed recognition of the high quality care that is delivered by all staff  and volunteers at 
St. Michael’s Hospice. This outstanding result highlights the level to which we are working 
whilst constantly striving to improve. The CQC were particularly impressed with feedback 
collated from patients, families, friends and associated healthcare professionals; through 
this feedback we drive a programme of continual improvement ensuring evolution of 
care is constant and benefi cial to all. Future challenges are numerous in the face of an 
aging population and limited funding from the NHS but we are on the right track to meet 
the rising demand for palliative and end of life care in North Hampshire..”     

Christmas Craft Market, Friday 16 December, 11am to 7pm,
Market Place and Wote Street, Top of the Town, Basingstoke

 There will be plenty of festive gift ideas on off er for family and friends when the 
Christmas Craft Market comes to town. Pick up some last minute handmade gifts and 
decorations you won’t fi nd anywhere and enjoy seasonal stalls around the Christmas tree 
in Market Place. The market will be open later so you can pop by after work or school 
and there will also be free one hour parking available in all council short stay car parks. 
Alternatively, Christmas shoppers can enjoy a full day of festive fun in Basingstoke town 
centre for just £3 thanks to a parking off er Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s 
Eastlands and Parklands car parks. From Saturday 26 November 2016 to Sunday 1 January 
2017, these car parks will have reduced car parking charges of £2.50 for up to four hours 
and just £3 for the whole day. You can also make your journey into Basingstoke town 
centre even easier this Christmas and jump aboard the Centre Shuttle. Park at the Leisure 
Park for free and pay £2.30 per person or £3.60 for a group ticket and receive all day travel. 
For further information visit www.topofthetown.org.
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

Your Local Driving Instructor
www.drivingschoolsbasingstoke.co.uk

48 TINTERN CLOSE POPLEY
356244 (eves)

LEARN TO DRIVE

STEVE MOORE
DRIVING SCHOOL

WITH
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 Founded in 2005, MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard 
Development Club and Nike Partner Club is a not for profi t (NFP) 
organisation dedicated to coaching boys and girls of all age groups to play 
football. We provide the children with encouragement and a fun and friendly 
environment with the opportunity to play in matches.
 MFC Popley Youth promotes “Respect” within the club to ensure 
everyone involved with the teams creates a fair, safe and enjoyable environment 
in which football can be played.

 In the 2016-2017 season, MFC Popley will have 18 teams competing in the Peter 
Houseman Youth League on Sundays, the East Berkshire Youth League, the Berkshire County 
Girls League, and North East Hants Youth League on a Saturday.
 For further information on the Peter Houseman League, please visit the website: www.
phyl.co.uk/
 For further information on the East Berkshire Youth League, please visit the website: 
www.ebyfl .co.uk
 For further information on the North East Hants Youth League, please visit the website: 
www.nehyl.org.uk
 If you would like to join our team of committed volunteers, either as a coach (experience 
not necessary as full training will be arranged by the club) or as a parent/guardian volunteer, 
please contact the club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for more details.
 If you are a parent or guardian of a player at the club, and would like more information 
on becoming a committee member, or getting more actively involved with MFC Popley Youth, 
especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s), running the line (under 
11s upward) and the set up of the pitches and Respect lines, please speak to the manager of your 
child’s age group.
 You can get regular updates from the club by following our Twitter account, @MFC_
PopleyYouth and by using the hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
 MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team 
pages), and you can also fi nd us on Instagram.
 MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner 
Club has a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories.
 Please visit the MFC Popley club shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/
mfcpopley/
 Each age group has gratefully secured team sponsorship from the following companies -
 U8 Sponsor -   Grovewood Machines
 U9 Sponsor -   TBC
 U10 Sponsor - Dazzle 
 U12 Sponsor - Southern CommunicaƟ ons Ltd
 U14 Sponsor - Vohkus
 U15 Sponsor - Allens Group
 MFC Popley Youth is currently looking for team sponsors for the following age groups: U7, U11, 
U12 Girls, U13, U14 Predators & U16
Contact the club -
Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer & Club Welfare Offi  cer: committee@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 

Zak Collingwood
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Only £22.50 

 

IIPS hair  
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 412598 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£27.50 
Cut & Blow Dry 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148

The Koi Dojo;
Home of Koryu Bujutsu & Ninpo 

Tai Jutsu in Basingstoke
Authentic Japanese Martial Arts for Everyone.

Ancient arts and strategies for the modern world.
Classes and techniques suitable for men and women, aged 
18 and over only.

If you are looking for self defence, traditional martial arts, 
to get fi t, gain more confi dence, de-stress or simply expand 
your social circle, the Koi Dojo is the place for you.  The 
self defensive principles of these arts are very simple, 
survive and defeat your attacker as quickly and simply as 
possible.  

New students welcome, beginners classes now available.

Contact mark@shinobikaiuk.co.uk
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 We now have our own website!! You can check 
out what‛s on, hire prices, events and more! www.
melrosecommunityassociation.co.uk.
 In November we hosted a Race Night to raise 
funds for future projects here at the hall. There were 
plenty of winners, and lots of fun was had. Thank you 
to everyone who attended or helped out.

 All the staff here at Melrose Hall would like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
W HATS ON IN December: Computer Hub every weekday 9.00am – 12noon
MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:    9.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People
     11.30am   Free Group Bike Ride (open group)
       Please call in advance
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:  9.00am  Slimming World
     11.00am  Slimming World
     12-2pm   Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:   9.30-11.30am   Community Cafe
     10.00am-12.00pmMessy Muffi ns 1st & 15th

     10.00-11.30am Finley and Friends 8th, 22nd
     7.00- 8.00pm Kettle Bells
     AFTERNOON AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
FRIDAY:     DAYTIME HIRE AVAILABLE
     10.00am            Free group bike ride (Ladies only with the   

   Breeze) 
     6.00-9.00pm MCF Youth Club
SATURDAY:   9.00am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     EVENING AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:   Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 

462351 for times of services.     
 

 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, 
wedding receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please Ring 
Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail 
us at Melrosehal2l@gmail.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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StarƟ ng School
 Do you know any child who will be 4 years old between 1st 
September 2016 and 31st August 2017? If so, they will be starƟ ng 
school in September 2017! 

 From 1st November 2016, you can apply.
 Online at www.hants.gov.uk/admissions or using a paper applicaƟ on form        
available from school. ApplicaƟ on deadline is 15th January 2017. 
 Marnel Infant School will be running tours for new parents on the following 
dates:
 1st December, 9.15am
 11th January, 9.15am
 Please call the school offi  ce to book into one of 
these tours. 

Tel: 01256 329521

f 

Update from Chineham Medical Practice
Patient Reference Group

 Some people will already be aware that with up to date contact details / mobile 
phone numbers, Chineham Medical Practice is able to ensure patients receive reminders 
about appointments and test results.
 I am delighted to inform local residents that Chineham Medical Practice 
has introduced another time saving service for patients.  e-Consult allows registered 
patients  to consult your doctor online via the surgery website to get treatment and 
feedback from a doctor.
How does it work? 3 simple steps:-

 1. Visit http://www.chinehamsurgery.co.uk/ and click on “get started now”

 2. Find your health condition and fi ll out a simple online questionnaire.

 3. A member of the team will contact you with feedback and treatment options.

 
 
 

 As you will know from previous items the Patient Participation Group works 
with the Chineham Medical Practice team looking for ways to improve the services. 
If you would like to fi nd out more or get involved in the group please contact Karen 
Nicholls, tel: 01256 479244
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Chineham Library
 With Christmas approaching fast, many of the library groups will take on a 
festive theme this month. Remember to book your tickets for our Christmas event, 
namely ‘Dickens at Christmas’ on 15th December at 7.15pm. This will take the 
form of seasonal readings from Dickens, read by characters in Victorian costume. 
Seasonal refreshments are also included. Tickets costing £8 are obtainable from 
the library, so do come and join us. We already have displays of Christmas of 
festive fi ction and non-fi ction to tempt you, and Christmas decorations to brighten 
up your library visits.
 Chatterbooks group for primary school children meets on 8th December, 
with the craft and book activities taking a festive theme. The craft session on 
3rd December from 10am onwards will also include Christmas crafts, and story 
times in December will include Christmas stories. These take place on all other 
Saturdays at 10am, and there will be a special Christmas  story time aimed at 
under 5s  on Wednesday 21st December at 3pm. This will include a surprise visitor, 
and tickets are obtainable from the library. The Construction Club continues to 
meet every Saturday including the holiday period, with the opportunity to play 
with Lego from 2.00 – 3.30pm. Rhymetimes will also continue with their current 
format, with under ones at 10am and over ones at 11am, on a weekly basis. Do 
keep your eyes open for details of the children’s weekly Coding Club, which is 
due to start in the New Year. 
 Activities for adults taking place this month include the Crime and 
CHIPPS reading groups. The Crime Group meets on Saturday mornings from 
10.30 – 11.30am, and the CHIPPS group for parents with young children meets on 
Wednesday mornings. Details for the next meetings have not yet been arranged, 
so please ask staff  or check social media for these. The Colour and Create group 
will meet on 7th December and then again after Christmas. Age Concern continue 
to provide computer instruction for the Over 50s on Wednesdays from 10am – 
1pm, appointments need to be booked in advance through the local offi  ce. They 
fi nish for Christmas on 14th December and resume on 11th January. 
We hope very much to see you at the library during the month, and on behalf of 
all the staff  would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and a good New Year.

With best wishes
Cathy Foster
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SHOWROOM OPENING TIMES
MON - WED  8.30am - 5.30pm
THUR 8.30am - 7.00pm
FRID 8.30am - 4.00pm
SAT 9.30am - 3.00pm

thebarnbathrooms.co.uk

THE BARN BATHROOM CENTRE
UNIT 1,  ANCHOR COURT
LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE
HAMPSHIRE RG21 7NY
TEL: 01256 843111

VISIT THE BARN BATHROOM  
CENTRE FOR AN AMAZING  
SELECTION OF CONTEMPORARY  
AND TRADITIONAL BATHROOMS  
AND BATHROOM EQUIPMENT.

F R E E  P A R K I N G  A T  T H E  R E A R  O F  T H E  S H O W R O O M

REGISTER WITH US TODAY AT OUR WEBSITE 
thebarnbathrooms.co.uk
FOR DETAILS OF OUR AMAZING NEW OFFER 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards
LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS

If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check, 
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation 
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness 
by our qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill 
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for 
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

All of the staff  of Fastfare Convenience Store and Pharmacy would like to
wish all of their customer a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year


