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Message from the Editor: February, and it is the month of 
romance ,with Valentine’s Day on the 14th. Will you be celebrating 
it?  I always said to my dear late husband “Don’t spend a fortune on 
commercial cards make me one or write a note,” and for many years he 
did. My regret is I did not keep them so that I could read them now he 
is gone. I will be spending it at The Orchard from 10am till 12-30pm 
for a volunteers recruitment event to hopefully raise awareness and 
give people a chance to fi nd out  what you can do to make this a better 
world for our residents. Refreshments and gorgeous cakes, and a few 
fun games and the all-important raffl  e to hopefully win.

Page 1 is an appeal for volunteers for The Samaritans. This is the hardest part of the year for 
many and The Samaritans are always at the end of a phone to help. Another opportunity  to 
volunteer is as a school governor, on page 7. Perhaps you want to go back to work; there are 
courses for Health and Social Care, on page 11 and Introduction to Child Care on page 15.
There are some good fun nights coming up: on 4th March is Mayor’s Charity Concert at The 
Anvil with some of our Popley youth taking part,  details on page 9. The Basingstoke Lions 
have a Quiz night on 8th April but if you can’t wait that long there is the Mayor Quiz Night 
at Basingstoke College of Technology (BCoT) on 10th February Apply on Basingstoke 
Council website. There is also a Race Night on 31st March at Melrose Hall-details are on 
page 25.
We still need people to deliver Popley Matters so if you could spare an 
hour a month you would be most welcomed.
Do you enjoy reading Popley Matters? What else would you like to 
see in your community magazine? We welcome articles from groups 
and clubs, also residents that might like to write about their hobbies 
or maybe even the history of Popley? Email the Editor at editor@
popleymatters.org.uk. Contact me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone 
me, on 01256 819924 or email me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Martin Beirmann; Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; 
Tony Frankum;  Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy 
Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Mick Portlock; Kath Smith;  Joel; Christine Spencer; Christine Taylor; Keith 
Theobold; Janet Ward: and Carole Wheeler
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 



Page 3

Popley East: Just before Christmas, 
Enzygo Ltd, acting on behalf of their client, 
withdrew the planning application 16/02534/FUL 
relating to the installation of a 15 MW battery 
Energy Storage facility with access in Basing 
Forest.
On the face of it, this is good news and we want 
to thank all of you in supporting us, as your 
local Councillors in our objections to the these 
proposals, which we say are entirely unacceptable 
and will harm the natural environment. Many 
of you wrote to the Planning Authority, as we 
requested, expressing your views and this really 
made a diff erence.
However we fully expect to see a further 
application appear, supported by the Forestry 
Commission, which of course ironically, is 
charged with the protection and upkeep of this 
natural asset.
The new application we believe may relate to a 
site at the rear of the Community Centre and, if 
that is true, will also in our view be unacceptable 
and we will once again oppose it with public 
support.
We all need to be vigilant in the weeks ahead 
and we will try to send out updates in the form of 
leafl ets where we can but we ask all of you who are 
concerned about maintaining the Forest to look 
out for any new signs of activity by those making 
these proposals and to contact us immediately.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: After complaining yet 
again to the gas works installers, fi nally some 
overdue “clearing up” was done.
The new route community bus is still not 
being used as much as it needs to for it to be 
sure to continue. It is the old saying use it or 
lose it.
The motorcyclist that keeps going on the 
fi elds in Marnel Park has been reported and 
it is being investigated now for level 2 crime 
for damage. If you have any information ring 
101 and report it. 
Melrose Hall, Planning application number 
16/04740/FUL is now on the planning portal 
on the Basingstoke and Deane website. It is for 
the erection of a single storey front extension 
to the community hall to form a new hall, 
reception offi  ce and new, more open entrance. 
Also the creation of access to fi rst fl oor for 
storage and a plant area and creation of new 
storage areas on fi rst fl oor.
After many years of campaigning by us and 
residents, at long last Tintern Close playing 
area will be upgraded-details are on page 28. 
Also the extending and upgrading of Popley 
Community Park where every day you can see 
people enjoying what is already there and this 
will make it a lovely place for families to use.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors’ Page: I am pleased to be able to tell you that because of the 
objections from your team of Popley Labour  Councillors and many concerned 
residents, the application to put an electrical reclaiming plant in Basing Woods has 
now been withdrawn. We are of course keeping close watch to see if the Forestry 
Commission put in another one in the future.
Roadworks continue and, like everyone else, we will be glad when they are done. 
Speeding and parking is still an issue. It is a shame that it only takes a small number 
to be inconsiderate and it impacts on nearly everyone. Don’t just think of yourselves 
think of how you impact on your neighbours and other road users!
There is £260k available for path improvements in Popley East and West and £365k 
already on the list that are needed so we will have to prioritise the work. I will be 
meeting with offi cers of the county to get the most urgent ones done and pushing for 
the remainder to be done as soon as possible. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 
email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk 



Page 4



Page 5

Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Company start up advice 

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

We can help to: 

Improve

Gain

Develop

National Curriculum 

all exams & tests

discounts

LYCHPIT:   ROOKSDOWN

NEW CENTRES IN BASINGSTOKE

MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION

Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 
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Website www.basingstokelions.org.uk

 I think Lenny the Basingstoke Lion must have been given an early 
Christmas present of a flying carpet. He certainly managed to flit about 
Basingstoke like a demented bluebottle over the Christmas period. He appeared 
at the Tesco food bank where he helped to raise £130, served early morning 
breakfasts, took part in the Christmas parade and the Daniel Rolfe fun day in 
aid of Wessex Heartbeat. All that in addition to doing shifts in support of our 
own collections which, thanks to everyone’s generosity, raised £2847. Many 
thanks to all who contributed and to ASDA, Homebase, Old Basing Co-op and 
the Chineham Shopping Centre for allowing us to collect on their premises. 
Now, you’d be forgiven for thinking that it is always someone diff erent in the Lion 
suit. But it isn’t. Typically it’s our President hiding her light under the proverbial 
bushel.
WELFARE: Over the Christmas period we made donations to homeless 
charities,  the women’s refuge and organizations serving the needy elderly. It’ll 
be a couple of days until I fi nd out what else our committee has been doing.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
04/03/2017 CHARITY SWIMATHON: We are now contacting  schools, colleges, 
sports clubs and businesses to invite them to enter teams in this event. The 
2017 SPECIAL OLYMPICS are being held in Sheffi  eld this year. This gives 
swimmers with intellectual disabilities the opportunity to compete against their 
peers. Members of The Basingstoke Bluefi ns (Disability) will be competing and 
we will be supporting their participation. You too can  help us by getting together 
a team of 6 to swim in our event which also allows you to support other charities. 
Get on our website. Click the link on the Home Page. Click “contact us”. Enter 
the name of your organisation, your team name, your team captain’s name and 
an email contact address. It’s that easy. Even I can do it.
08/04/2017 QUIZ NIGHT: Come along and see how many brain cells you’ve 
lost as a result overindulgence during Christmas and  New Year. Contact Philip 
Wilson Tel: 01256 352393 or philipjhwilson@btinternet.com to book your table
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The Marie Curie Daff odil Day
 Thank you very much for your generosity at 
Chineham Shopping Centre last year; we raised an 
amazing £959.93.

 Marie Curie Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their home and, 
in some cases, in hospices.  Unfortunately they are unable to provide nurses in the 
Basingstoke area but they do have nurses in other parts of Hampshire.  They also 
use the money to pay for research into Palliative Care which is shared with other 
organizations.
 The major fundraising event of the year is the Daff odil Day.  There are many 
local collections from 24 February - 13 March: Tesco (Hook), Basingstoke Metro 
Tesco (Town Centre), Basingstoke Town Centre, Morrisons and Basingstoke Station.
Also Chineham Shopping Centre; (hopefully at the end of February)
 If you can spare an hour or more please call Sally or Wendy on 023 8026 3123 
or go to https://t.campaign.mariecurie.org.uk/webApp/mcc_supporterRegistration to 
register for a collection near you.

Wanted 
School Governor 

We are seeking a person who fits the following description 
 

Has an open and enquiring mind 
Shows a willingness to listen and make informed judgements 
Is able to work well with others 
Is interested in education generally and our school in particular 
Has a desire to play a part in improving our school 
Is willing to give about 20 hours per term to attend meetings and 
training                              

If you match the above description, you could be the very person to become 
a governor. Everyone has something to offer and we would like people 
with varied backgrounds and interests. 
 
If you are interested or require further information please contact Ron 
Hanley (Clerk to the Governing Body)  tel 07801178532 
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Dear Friends

So, 2017, and we’re off  and running.  The year has certainly got off  to a cracking pace here at St 
Gabriel’s and there are a number of reasons to feel really excited about all that God is doing here 
among us.

The fi rst week of January and at long last the tenders for the fi rst phases of our building project 
have been sent out.  This part of the process takes around three months by which Ɵ me we 
should be in aposiƟ on to appoint our contractor and the building work can start – hopefully at 
the beginning of April – watch this space!  It’s both an exciƟ ng and daunƟ ng prospect.

We’re also looking forward to the launch this month (February) of ALPHA at St Gabriel’s.  Alpha 
is an opportunity to explore the ChrisƟ an faith over ten sessions.  It’s relaxed, fun and free and 
you can ask anything you like. It’s all based around video presentaƟ ons and then small group 
discussion and the opportunity to ask those burning quesƟ ons. The fi rst sessions take place on 
Tuesday February 7th at 1pm and again on Thursday evening 9th February at 7pm at St Gabriel’s.  
Why not come along and fi nd our more.

At the end of January we launched our all-new “One Church – Families Worshipping Together” 
iniƟ aƟ ve.  On the last Sunday of each month we come together at 10.00am and enjoy coff ee, 
fruit juice and bacon rolls before moving into a Ɵ me of informal worship, teaching and prayer.  
It’s for all ages and again it’s fun, relaxed and free.  We’d love to see you and so why not give it a 
try - you might be surprised!

There are two verses from the Bible that have recently really encouraged me as I prayed and 
prepared for 2017; from Jeremiah “I know the plans I have for you; plans to prosper and not to 
harm you, to give you a future with hope!” (Jeremiah chapter. 19 verse 17) and “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, those who build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the guard 
keeps watch in vain!” (Psalm 127 verse 1).

The fi rst is about knowing I can trust God for all that lies ahead, whatever that might be and the 
second is about knowing He is sovereign and over all and every situaƟ on.

There has been a lot of anxiety about this coming year in the world not least because of the shiŌ  
in poliƟ cs across Europe and the USA.  God longs to bless us; whoever we are; wherever we are, 
whatever we’re doing. ALPHA and our new Families Together are opportuniƟ es for us locally to 
receive those blessing and to get know this sovereign God.

If you’d prefer, please do come along and have an informal chat any Saturday morning in St 
Gabriel’s ;you’ll fi nd me in the offi  ce or poƩ ering around in the church.  May God richly bless the 
coming year for you and your family.  Hope to see you.

Your friend and vicar
Arthur

St Gabriel’s, 01256  324734
www.projectg.org.uk
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Servicing the needs of the Community 
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At last.....Popley Community Library at Everest!

Sorry this has now been well over a year in the making, but from Wednesday 1st February 
2017 we are in a position to off er all in the community access to books very kindly donated by 
members of our own community. The Basingstoke Men’s Shed group (located at Everest) has 
also very kindly made us some bookcases to help display our current stock. 

How will it work? - Books are of course free to take both to those utilising our facilities or to 
those who specifi cally want to borrow a book. We would like this to be self policing so there 
will be no check in or out of books but we would hope that if you take one you might leave one 
to keep the stock fresh.
Where will it be? - So all may access any time, we will locating our bookcases in the Community 
Centre at the school (gym/sports hall entrance), in the corridor to the right of the sports 
hall doors, leading to the changing rooms - we are open weekdays 8am-10pm and weekends 
8am-4pm.
What books will be available? - We will initially have the following categories available - 
children’s, autobiography/biography, novels and reference. 
What other services will be on off er? - We can also off er free visitor wifi , access to coff ee, 
snack and cold drinks machine and an A4 black and white and colour photocopy service (charges 
apply - black & white 5p, colour 20p).
Once again sorry for the delay and thank you again to all those who have donated so far. Please 
make the most of this facility so we can make it grow. For inquiries call 01256 337573.
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JBDRIVE
James Bone

ADI M: 07823884522

E: JBDRIVE@Live.com
WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk

PassPlusMotorwaylessons Refreshercourses

Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded

GoodPassratesFullyinsuredDual control car

Patient friendlyinstructor, learnat yourownpace
with 1to1lessonsincl Evenings&Weekends

SinglelessonDiscount for holdersof
Student NHSorForcesIDcards

10 Hours for £220
First 5 for £100

£26 per Hour

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

Daisy Chain, Carpenters Down,
Basingstoke, RG24 9AE

01256 356084
info@daisy-chain.uk

www.littleshipmates.com

Purpose built Nursery
8am-6pm 51wks 

All ages from 3mths -5yrs
Excellent reputation

Fabulous staff

Why not check us out?

Claim your free funding with us!
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Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available
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Servicing the needs of the Community 
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Everest Health & Leisure Club 
Everest Community Academy, Oxford Way, Basingstoke  RG24 9UP 
Main Reception:  01256 337573            Gym Team:  01256 337576 

FIRST CLASS FITNESS FACILITIES  
FOR ALL COMMUNITY USERS 

Pop in today for a tour of the facilities and to see 
what we can offer you!! 

In 2017 Everest Health and Leisure Club is the place to be.  
 

Join in January 2017* and get 1 month free 
Pay pro rata for January and get February FREE  

    Direct Debit to start in March 
Peak £30 - Off Peak £15 

Minimum 3 months compulsory Direct Debit sign up!  
No admin fee 

Includes induction and programme if required 
 
 

“A welcoming, professional and results orientated club” 

* Terms and conditions apply 
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Bermuda Hall News  
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Headquarters:   
Base 2000 Carpenters Down, Popley RG24 9AE 

Group Scout Leader:     Colin Karslake   01256 410559 

Scout section:       Kevin Pocock       07717 108 560

Cub Scout section:       Douglas Gowan  01256 412326 

Beaver Scout section:    

‘ ’ ‘
’

’

–
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

No Call Out Charge And Free Quotations 
All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken 
Full Bathroom Installations 
Landlord Safety Certificates  
Gas Boiler Maintenance  
Oil & Gas Boiler Installation  
Water Softeners, Showers, Taps etc 
Unvented Hot Water 
Gledhill, Megaflo & All Makes

Call 07968808454 or Email markmsph@gmail.com

Mark Smith 
Plumbing and Heating 
Est. 1971
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 Pulling a Sickie – the Consequences
Cold and dark mornings result in many people feeling the winter 
blues, tempƟ ng some into “pulling a sickie.”  If you are an employee 
considering calling in sick, or an employer dealing with this issue, it is 
important to understand the potenƟ al consequences.

If an employee makes up or exaggerates an illness or injury in order to pull a sickie, 
they can be dismissed by their employer for misconduct. This is because it breaches 
an implied term of their employment contract called mutual trust and confi dence. An 
employer will usually be able to fairly dismiss an employee if there were reasonable 
grounds for belief in the misconduct, following a reasonable invesƟ gaƟ on, and the 
misconduct in quesƟ on was suffi  ciently serious to merit dismissal.  

Employees may take a sick day for a genuine reason and in some cases there is added 
employment protecƟ on for such employees. For example, where their mental and or 
physical condiƟ on amounts to a legal disability, relates to a pregnancy, an accident at 
work or is due to the unreasonable conduct of their employer.  Employees should note 
that there are very short Ɵ me limits that apply to employment claims, in most cases 
three months, so they should not delay in seeking advice.

On the other hand, some employers are leŌ  with malingering employees either 
constantly pulling sickies or on long term sick leave, which can have a crippling eff ect 
on their business.  If employers do not follow a fair process they could fi nd themselves 
pulled into lengthy and someƟ mes costly employment tribunal liƟ gaƟ on.

We off er fi xed fee iniƟ al consultaƟ on meeƟ ngs where you can discuss your work issues 
in a supporƟ ve environment and receive 
the advice you need to help you protect 
your rights and resolve any work related 
issues.  

If you have been taking sick days for 
genuine reasons and feel that you 
have been treated unfairly or if you are 
concerned about a member of your staff  
taking sick days you can contact Karen 
Bristow on 01256 854670 karen.bristow@
phillips-law.co.uk or Gill Brown on 01256 
854605 gill.brown@phillips-law.co.uk
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

“Well, our accountant does our  
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves 
us a load of tax, monitors our 
cash flow and our financial 
performance, makes sure we 
comply with HMRC rules, takes  
an active interest and is 
always there when we have a 

problem…  they 
even handle our  
HR issues, so quite 
a lot really.”

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book 
your FREE business review with an active 
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month 

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers 
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in 
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.

Saving you time, tax and money.
Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU 

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk

What do accountants 
ever do for businesses? 
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 MFC Popley Youth U14s, sponsored by Vohkus, won the Eldon CelƟ c 7-a-side tournament at 
the Madjeski  Dome, Reading over the Christmas break. Huge congratulaƟ ons to the players and coaches!
 As part of The FA’s role in aiming to do everything it can to support a safe and enjoyable 
framework for football, a new fi lm has been made outlining the four key steps to safeguarding.
 The fi lm, featuring Wayne Rooney, Steph Houghton, Jack Rutter and Nathaniel 
Chalobah, explains how both parents and children can raise concerns they have about adults 
working in football and centred around how the 8,500 safeguarding offi  cers working across 
England football take the following four steps:

Checked – to ensure adults are suitable to work with youngsters 
Trained – from coaches to referees, all are given suitable safeguarding training

Hear – concerns from both children and adults will be listened to
Report – the importance of raising concerns about a child’s welfare

 Link to Film https://thefa.sharefi le.com/d-sf9b8ae03a0541469
 Following these simple but crucial steps means that there is a framework in place to ensure that, if standards 
ever fall short with poor practice or unacceptable behaviour, they can be addressed. 
 Anyone who has a concern about the welfare of a child or the behaviour of an adult towards a child or young person 
under 18 years of age in football, is required to refer it to The FA Safeguarding team. The team is staff ed by professionals who are 
experienced in dealing with these concerns.
Referring a concern can be done via your club – (cwo@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk), league or County FA – all will have a designated 
safeguarding offi  cer (DSO).
 Founded in 2005, MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club & Nike Partner Club is a Not For 
Profi t (NFP) organisaƟ on dedicated to coaching boys and girls of all age groups to play football. We provide the children with 
encouragement and a fun and friendly environment with the opportunity to play in matches.
 MFC Popley Youth promotes “Respect” within the club to ensure everyone involved with the teams creates a fair, safe 
and enjoyable environment in which football can be played.
 In the 2016-2017 season, MFC Popley will have 18 teams compeƟ ng in the Peter Houseman Youth League on Sundays, 
the East Berkshire Youth League, the Berkshire County Girls League, and North East Hants Youth League on a Saturday.
 For further informaƟ on on the Peter Houseman League, please visit the website: www.phyl.co.uk/
 For further informaƟ on on the East Berkshire Youth League, please visit the website: www.ebyfl .co.uk
 For further informaƟ on on the North East Hants Youth League, please visit the website: www.nehyl.org.uk
 If you would like to join our team of commiƩ ed volunteers, either as a coach (experience not necessary as full training 
will be arranged by the club) or as a parent/guardian volunteer, please contact the Club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.
co.uk  for more details.
 If you are a parent or guardian of a player at the club, and would like more informaƟ on on becoming a commiƩ ee 
member, or geƫ  ng more acƟ vely involved with MFC Popley Youth, especially on match days with refereeing (in parƟ cular our under 
7s), running the line (under 11s upward) and the set up of the pitches and Respect lines, please speak to the manager of your child’s 
age group.
 You can get regular updates from the club by following our TwiƩ er account, @MFC_PopleyYouth & by using the 
hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
 MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team pages), and you can also fi nd us 
on Instagram.
 MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club & Nike Partner Club has a dedicated club shop website 
where you can purchase kit and accessories.
 Please visit the MFC Popley club shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/
 Each age group has gratefully secured team sponsorship from the following companies -
  U8 Sponsor-Grovewood Machines
  U9 Sponsor-Alpha Cars
  U10 Sponsor-Dazzle 
  U12 Sponsor-Southern CommunicaƟ ons Ltd
  U14 Sponsor-Vohkus
  U15 Sponsor -Allens Group
 MFC Popley Youth is currently looking for team sponsors 
for the following age groups: U7, U11, U12 Girls, U13, U14 Predators 
& U16
Contact the club -
 Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 Club Welfare Offi  cer: cwo@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 Club Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer: committee@
mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
 All-Stars Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Zak Collingwood
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Have Fun on Mad Hair Day!
 St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to announce the return of their fun campaign Mad 
Hair Day which will take place on Friday 10th February to raise much needed funds for 
the Hospice.  The local community are encouraged to wear crazy wigs and style their hair 
in weird and wacky ways.
 ‘Mad Hair Day’ is the perfect excuse to go wild and have fun with your hair’, says Lynne 

Grimshaw, Community Campaigns Co-ordinator at the Hospice.  ‘Maybe you have always wondered what 
your hair would look like pink, permed or in a beehive, or perhaps ladies, you have always wanted to be 
brave enough to have your head shaved, or gentlemen your legs or chest waxed. Well Friday 10th February 
is the day to give it a try. You can have great fun and really help your local Hospice at the same time by 
getting sponsored too.’ In the past, the Hospice has had wonderful support from schools and hairdressers 
but individuals and businesses are always welcome to join in too.
 St. Michael’s is the local Hospice for North Hampshire, providing care and support through the 
In-Patient Unit, Day Service and Hospice at Home services.  All services are completely free of charge to 
people with life-limiting illnesses. The running costs of the Hospice last year were £3.9 million of which 
only 20% is funded by the North Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group. The support of the local 
community in campaigns such as Mad Hair Day really does make a huge diff erence to our fundraising.
For more information about supporting Mad Hair Day or holding an event, please call Lynne in the 
Fundraising Department on 01256 848845 or email lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk for 
a fundraising pack.

6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade Newsletter
 Over the last few months we have been very busy, exploring the culinary skills of our 
younger section with healthy eating classes and chocolate fudge making (for balance of course). 
The Company Section has been researching websites and are working on a Company branded 
web-page in the hope to publish it soon so keep an eye out for it. 
 As we’ve had lots of new joiners recently we have also been learning about the structure 
of the Boys Brigade outside our Companies and the numbers involved so they can see the 
involvement of the BB across the world.
 During Christmas we ventured to the Jump Factory in Basingstoke to try out their 
trampolines and experience bouncing dodge ball that all members of the Company enjoyed. We 
also successfully hosted a quiz and Christmas meal for the families and friends of the Company 
that saw a huge turn out.
 The Company also took part in the St Gabriel’s Church Christmas Fayre where we ran 
a game stall along with cooking the traditional Christmas Sausage for the church that sold out 
by the end of the night!
 We have already started our plans for our annual camping trips and summer activities 
with plenty more in between. Most of the above is only £1 a week so if you would like to see 
what we’re all about please pop along on a Monday at St. Gabriel’s Church, Popley or give me 
a call on 07775 535434.

Mark Hood Company Captain
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IPS hair 
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

£28 
Cut & Blow Dry 

Only £23 
Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 363600 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148

The Koi Dojo;
Home of Koryu Bujutsu & Ninpo 

Tai Jutsu in Basingstoke
Authentic Japanese Martial Arts for Everyone.

Ancient arts and strategies for the modern world.
Classes and techniques suitable for men and women, aged 
18 and over only.

If you are looking for self defence, traditional martial arts, 
to get fi t, gain more confi dence, de-stress or simply expand 
your social circle, the Koi Dojo is the place for you.  The 
self defensive principles of these arts are very simple, 
survive and defeat your attacker as quickly and simply as 
possible.  

New students welcome, beginners classes now available.

Contact mark@shinobikaiuk.co.uk
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St Gabriels Half Page

Come along and find out more on: 

St Gabriel’s Church,  
Tewkesbury Close. RG24 9DU 
www.stgabrielspopley.net Watch Bear’s story at Alpha.org 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore the       
ChrisƟan faith in 10 sessions. It is relaxed, fun 
and free and you can ask anything you like. 

TUESDAY 7th FEBRUARY at 1pm and again on 
THURSDAY 9th FEBRUARY at 7pm 
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Upgraded Popley Play Areas
Popley is set to benefi t from the redevelopment of both Popley Community Park and the open 
space at Tintern Close.

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council asked for residents’ views on how the spaces could best 
be used and that feedback has helped to shape exciƟ ng plans for the future of both sites. 

Popley Community Park will boast a new mulƟ -use games area, designed to provide the community 
with beƩ er and more adaptable faciliƟ es and increased opportuniƟ es for sport and leisure. 

The games area will be divided into two fenced playing zones. The larger, measuring 25m by 
16m, will be equipped for a number of diff erent sports, with football goals, basketball hoops 
and cricket panels all available for use, while the smaller, measuring 10m by 8m, will have mini 
football goals at either end. 

Over the coming months, the open space at Tintern Close will also be transformed. The old tennis 
court and ball play area are to be removed and replaced with a new mulƟ -use games area.

A children’s area will be created on the opposite side of the space, complete with equipment 
and games suitable for very young children. Ornamental shrubs and trees will surround the area, 
which has been designed as a pleasant space for all to enjoy.  
 
It is hoped that both schemes will be completed by July 2017. 

The council’s Cabinet member for CommuniƟ es and Community Safety Cllr Simon Bound said: 
“Popley residents have told us that there is a real desire for improved open space faciliƟ es, and 
we have taken all comments on board when shaping these plans.

“The mulƟ -use games area in the park at Popley will benefi t all residents who use it and I have no 
doubt that it will be a very well-used facility in years to come.

“The plans for Tintern Close open space are also very exciƟ ng. The area will be welcoming 
environment for all the community to enjoy.”  

Community needs in the redevelopment of the Popley play area were iniƟ ally set out in the Popley 
East Community Plan and Marnel and Merton Community Group AcƟ on Plan which have recently 
been adopted to acƟ on by the Popley Neighborhood Partnership along with a long campaign 
from local councillors and residents for many years. 

The redevelopment is being carried out as part of the council’s local improvements programme, 
funded by developers’ contribuƟ ons. 

To fi nd out more, and to view the plans for both sites in detail, please visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/popley-play.



SHOWROOM OPENING TIMES
MON - WED  8.30am - 5.30pm
THUR 8.30am - 7.00pm
FRID 8.30am - 4.00pm
SAT 9.30am - 3.00pm

thebarnbathrooms.co.uk

THE BARN BATHROOM CENTRE
UNIT 1,  ANCHOR COURT
LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE
HAMPSHIRE RG21 7NY
TEL: 01256 843111

VISIT THE BARN BATHROOM  
CENTRE FOR AN AMAZING  
SELECTION OF CONTEMPORARY  
AND TRADITIONAL BATHROOMS  
AND BATHROOM EQUIPMENT.

F R E E  P A R K I N G  A T  T H E  R E A R  O F  T H E  S H O W R O O M

REGISTER WITH US TODAY AT OUR WEBSITE 
thebarnbathrooms.co.uk
FOR DETAILS OF OUR AMAZING NEW OFFER 



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please 

ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check, 
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation 
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness 
by our qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill 
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for 
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


