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Message from the Editor: Popley Matters is celebrating 
its 25 years of service to the community of Popley. Paul and I have 
been involved for the last 20 years as Editor and Sub-Editor. We 
have seen so many changes in those years and watched as Popley 
has at least doubled in size. The idea for Popley Matters came out 
of an article in the Basingstoke Gazette 26 years ago, it asked for 
local people to write in about their interest groups and area. The 
very fi rst edition was produced by a group of people and agencies 
under the name of Popley Interagency Project (PIP, for short). The 

fi rst cover was drawn by Rebecca Dobbey who was an art student at John Hunt School. 
In the fi rst fi ve years there were just four issues printed, with very long gaps in between 
them. In 1997 a group of us residents got together and were sitting talking about the 
negative press about Popley and we felt it was undeserved and how much we all loved 
living in Popley. We all wondered what we could do to change what we all felt was 
the wrong perception of and attitude to Popley. We also wanted let other residents 
know how much was actually available to do and get involved in Popley and what 
great people lived in our estate. Someone mentioned that there used to be a magazine 
called Popley Matters and how good it would be if we could revive it. 25 years later 
and we are still delivering the Popley Matters to help inform and entertain the residents 
of Popley. If you are interested in the history of Popley you can 
read most of the old copies online on  www.popleymatters.org.uk. 
Thank you to our wonderful helpers who deliver and contribute, 
without whom there would be no Popley Matters magazine. We 
always need more volunteers. Here’s to the next 25 years!
Email the Editor at editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Contact me at 
either 405 Abbey Road, phone me, on 01256 819924 or email me 
at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman 
Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Readers Lorraine Beaney and Iris King.
Distribution Team;- Martin Biermann; Alison Brewer: Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Geoff  Bassett; Mollie Beeson; 
Amanda Bellemy; Tony Frankum;  Stacy Hart; Pat Hamilton; Stuart Humphries; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon 
Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick Lloyd; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Vera Mitchell; Mick Portlock; Kath Smith;  Joel; Christine Spencer; 
Christine Taylor; Keith Theobold; Janet Ward: Jo Cousins and Carole Wheeler
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES 
For All Your Property Needs! 

01256 533140
07826375515 

ncahandyman@gmail.com 
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small! 
All General Household Repairs Undertaken

Intergas TM Approved Installer 
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)

Boiler and Central Heating Installations and 
Servicing

Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue

Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience

Fully Insured and
Registered

550253

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED 
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 



Page 3

Popley East: We are awaiting an 
offi  cer recommendation regarding the application 
submitted by Marstons to build a pub/restaurant 
on the fi re authority land at Carpenters Down. 
We have consulted residents who will be most 
directly aff ected by the development and a 
substantial number of objections have been 
submitted to the Planning Department with very 
few people indicating their support. The issues 
under consideration include the design, safety, 
noise and smell issues and road safety/parking, 
together with the direct impact on the local 
community.
Overall we have taken the view that this 
application should not be supported and it is not a 
suitable site for a development of this nature. The 
most important group of residents in our view are 
those mostly likely to be directly aff ected by the 
impact of the pub/restaurant close to their homes.
The Splash Pad (Chineham Park) opened on 
10 April and will remain open until the end of 
September. It will be open for 9 hours a day 
from 10am to 7pm. We have had regard to the 
operating costs and the wellbeing of those 
residents who live nearest to the facility. Following 
the experience of last year, we have introduced 
improvements to the parking arrangements 
with some temporary additional spaces being 
provided. Improved temporary toilet facilities 
have also been installed.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: It was really good 
to see the families enjoying the Popley 
Community Park including the new 
MUGA (Multiple Use Games Arenas). We 
are still fi ghting for a green gym in the next 
phase. 
There are improvements and some new 
paths coming in two stages for Popley East 
and Popley West in the coming months. The 
work may continue into next year, with the 
aim of linking up a fully accessible network 
of safe walking around the ward and safer 
walking to schools. We also need to make 
sure that when the new shops are built that 
they too will be safe and accessible for all.
The top three of the fi ve neighbourhood 
funding applications won a share of the 
£2,500 funding they were voted on by 
residents: Popley Fields Youth Group, 
Popley Festival, and Melrose Hall were 
granted. The other two applications, Craft 
Club at Popley Fields were advised about 
other funding opportunities. 
Route 55 is being used more now as residents 
have been given bett er information. Older 
residents say it has made a diff erence to 
them mostly in gett ing to the hospital. 
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors’ Page: Parking is still a very thorny issue in all parts of Popley, old and 
new. The offi cer from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council that was dealing with Marnel 
Park has been made redundant so I am now arranging a meeting with his replacement. This 
is really frustrating but I will not give up the continuing fi ght to get some solutions. It would 
of course also help if the few that seem to park with no regard to others were to get a 
conscience, but I am working with the PCSOs to be more active. 
I met with offi cers and did a site visit to push for drainage to be improved and installed in 
Popley Community Park near Don Allen Drive. This area constantly fl oods and it is the main 
pathway to the hospital and the Post Offi ce parcels pick up point. New drainage is needed 
there too and the proposal is being put forward for the next budget round. The replacement 
of Tarmac has being put on the list and a request has been made to move it upwards as it is 
the main pathway from Popley to the hospital.
There was a problem with some street lights being out but they were quickly repaired after 
being reported. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk 
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Charity Race Night
Nicola AscroŌ , our Miss Basingstoke, will be compeƟ ng in the Miss England semi-fi nal 
on 4th June 2017, at Kelham Hall, Noƫ  ngham. Approximately 10 people will win a 
place in to the presƟ gious Miss England Grand fi nal that will be held later this year. 

Last year, Nicola won the Charity Award for being the top fundraiser in the naƟ on 
while at the semi-fi nals, she is hoping she can do the same again. 

The Race Night will be held at the Four 
Horseshoes pub in Sherfi eld-on-Loddon 
on Thursday 1st June at 7pm. All money 
raised from the event will go to 'Beauty 
with a Purpose' - a charity that supports 
disadvantaged children worldwide. Entry 
£2 per person. 

Why not come on down for a fun fi lled 
evening; place bets on horses, own a 
horse for the evening, and take part 
in our raffl  e. Lots of prizes to be won - 
kindly donated by many local businesses 
- and all for an amazing cause!

It would be great to have you all there. 

For further informaƟ on, please contact 
Nicola on 07712574089 / nicola_
ascroŌ @hotmail.co.uk 
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Company start up advice 

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Unit 10, Hassock Wood Bus. Centre
Stroudley Road
BASINGSTOKE, RG24 8UQ
Phone: 01256 468264,
enquiries@irepairsystems.com

We are authorised by Apple to repair their 
products, both in and out of warranty. We 
have online booking, monitoring and requests 
at www,irepairsystems.com.

We repair warranty ipods too.

“...grateful thanks for your super, speedy and 
effi  cient service...” Mrs T. from Hook

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

RICHARDS PLASTERING 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG 

-FLOAT AND SET
-SKIMMING 

-RENDERING 
-TACKING 

CALL RICHARD 07990885314 
38 CHAUCER CLOSE POPLEY BASINGSTOKE
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World Champ Visits Dove 
House School Academy!
Popley  based World Champion Daisy Coleman had the honour of meeƟ ng students 
of Dove House School Academy earlier this week. Dove House is a specialist 
secondary school for children with moderate learning diffi  culƟ es, a subject close to 
Daisy’s heart given she has a younger sister with special needs. Daisy was invited 
to host an assembly by Miss Claire Collins who had been following Daisy’s success 
throughout 2016 to talk about the challenges she’s had to overcome and the 
benefi ts of playing sport for building confi dence and self-belief. Daisy explained that 
she didn’t get into sport unƟ l later in life and wishes she’d got involved with not just 
powerboat racing but all team sports at an earlier age. 

Daisy commented, ‘ I was delighted to be invited into the school to meet the guys 
and gals at Dove House who have achieved many great sporƟ ng accolades. It was 
through sport that I regained my confi dence and I hope the next generaƟ on of 
athletes won’t be put off  by the challenges associated when starƟ ng something new. 
We have amazing sporƟ ng and leisure faciliƟ es here in Basingstoke that I’m proud to 
be associated with”. 
 
The school will be tracking Daisy and the team’s progress throughout 2017 in all 
their racing endeavours and Daisy promised the school’s head, Tom Pegler, she’ll 
come back again to update the guys and girls on their achievements!

Daisy was recently awarded a Sports Scholarship by Basingstoke Sports Council and 
nominated for the Place to be Proud Awards to become a Basingstoke Ambassador. 
Vote for Daisy at hƩ p://
www.desƟ naƟ onbasingstoke.
co.uk/a-place-to-be-proud-
of/ . To see how the team 
get on throughout the 2017 
season visit their website at 
www.colemanracing.co.uk 
and by following Daisy on 
twiƩ er and instagram by 
searching for @p1daisy or @
racingcoleman on facebook.
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Sunfl ower Appeal and Fete
Sunday 4th June

St. Michael’s Hospice invites to you their annual Sunfl ower Fete on Sunday 
4th June held within the Hospice grounds. 
Starting from midday, the traditional fete is a great day out for all the family 
with free entry. The fete will feature a wide selection of stalls with gorgeous 
plants and handmade craft items. To keep the kids entertained there will be 
plenty of games and prizes to be won. If you’re feeling peckish, why not tuck 
into something delicious from one of the many refreshment stalls. 
The Hospice has also launched their Sunfl ower Appeal, giving people the 
chance to remember a loved one by dedicating a sunfl ower in their memory. 
Before the Sunfl ower Fete begins, a special blessing will be held at 11.30am 
on Sunday 4th June in the Hospice grounds, when you are invited to view the 
dedicated sunfl ower memory markers. Sunfl owers will be displayed in the 
Hospice gardens throughout June for people to visit and take time to refl ect. 
You can make your sunfl ower 
dedication in memory of a loved 
one at stmichaelshospice.org.uk/
meadow.html.
For more information on 
the Sunfl ower Appeal and 
Fete please visit the website 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk, email 
events@stmichaelshospice.
org.uk or call the Fundraising 
Hotline on 01256 848848. 

Your Hospice Needs YOU. Volunteers needed for St. Michael’s 
Hospice (North Hampshire) House to House Collection in June

 St. Michael’s Hospice is looking for volunteers to help out with their 
annual House to House collection. If you have a couple of hours to spare in 
June to deliver and pick up envelopes and would like to be involved then please 
contact Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns Coordinator on 01256 848845 
or email Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk



Page 8



Page 9

TALES OF THE MARNELL WOODS
 Being a dyed in the wool muppet, l can now see l had got my timing a bit wrong. I 
had anticipated that by now the summer season would be under way and providing me with 
something to comment on but that is not the case! Our fi nal short mat fi xture is not until the 
weekend and the green is not declared “fi t for play" by the green-keeper until the next week, so 
just at this moment we are neither fi sh nor fowl. lt reminds me of that part of some ocean where 
the wind stops blowing and sailing ships get stuck there until the wind starts to blow again. Ah 
yes, I remember now, it is called "the doldrums". That is where we are now-in the doldrums. 
This is not a condition that will last though, because looking at the calendar again (something 
I should have done properly last month) l can see that we only have limited time before the 
league programmes start again which also means we are going to be busy racing the clock to 
get the old homestead fi t for visitors. Bowls club housework involves inspecting rink markings 
and making good, cleaning the ditches, sweeping the paths, tending the remembrance garden, 
fi lling the hanging baskets and touching up the paintwork if required. And you thought we just 
played bowls, I wish! Somewhere around that lot we also need to fi nd a bit of time to get some 
practise in as well, but that is what Tuesdays were invented for.
 Tuesdays are our club open nights and roll-up evenings, come one, come all. I promise 
you. Should you decide to drop in for fi rst-hand experience you will not be presented with a 
paint brush or gardening trowel, well not straight away. 
 Hopefully by next month it will be all systems go and I can actually talk about bowling. 
As a matter of interest our fi rst weekend competition is a fascinating one which should provide 
us with something to say. Ray

Over 55s Forum
 Our Open Forum dates for 2017 are 7th June - 9th August - 11th October and 
6th December. Meetings are at Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke. 10.15am to 
1.30pm with guest speakers and refreshments. People are welcome to attend, but non 
members will need to wait to see if there are any seats available.
 We have lots of exciting trips already booked for this year including:- Hampton 
Court Flower Show on 7th July 2017. The price is £46.40 for non-members. This 
includes all coach travel and a £32.00 entrance ticket. 
 National Memorial Arboretum in Staff ordshire is on 20th July 2017. £25.00 
for Non members. This includes all coach travel and entrance to N.M.A. 
 Monday 4th or Friday 8th September 2017 is a 'Mystery trip' to a seaside to 
include a fi sh & chip meal. price £24.00 non members.
 Our Musical Show for 2017 to "Celebrate the International Day for Older 
People" will be held on Saturday 30th September 2017 at Queen Mary’s College, 
2pm to 5pm - acts are Alice Boyle O'Dowda Irish Dancers and No Strings Band , also 
afternoon tea. Price is £6.00 per ticket. The Mayor and Mayoress will Open and Close 
the show. This Celebration is a show not to be missed. Gerald (Secretary & Tour 
Manager)
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Dear Friends

Well now that May is here I guess our thoughts are perhaps turning to the summer holidays 
– where we might go and what we might do.  Marilyn and I enjoy our holidays and, being 
a self-confessed sun seeker, I prefer to go abroad where the sun is guaranteed to shine. I 
fi nd there is nothing beƩ er than siƫ  ng by the pool with a cold beer and a good book for 
company while Marilyn prefers to be out and about exploring. So, each year it’s a bit of 
compromise and concession to make sure that we both enjoy the break and come back 
relaxed and refreshed. Perhaps because of this we always seem to leave it Ɵ ll the last minute 
before we do anything about booking a holiday!  While this is okay for holidays and such like, 
one area of my life I decided some years ago not leave to the last minute is my spiritual life. 

Do you know the old saying “those who plan to repent at the eleventh hour oŌ en die at 
ten-thirty!”  We all prepare for the long term future in some way -  in fact we’re acƟ vely 
encouraged to take out life insurance, pension plans and investments to provide for our old 
age but the future can be a very uncertain place.

I fi nd it remarkable that so many profess a belief in God and in Jesus and yet choose to turn 
their backs or ignore Him and His plan for their lives.  Jesus said two things, “I have come 
that they may have life and life in all its fullness” and “Do not store up treasure for yourself 
on earth where moth and rust destroy”

Before becoming a ChrisƟ an some twenty eight years ago, I was engaged in a successful IT 
sales career and completely focussed on all things material – money, house, car, fi xtures 
& fi ƫ  ngs and family – this in the mistaken belief that if I acquired all these things then the 
future would be secure. But having them somehow never completely saƟ sfi ed me! It was 
only when my 15 year old niece told me about Jesus that I suddenly recognised what was 
missing in my life for the now and forever.

There’s a modern hymn that we sing in St Gabriel’s, one of the verses reads like this; ‘No guilt 
in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me; from life’s fi rst cry to fi nal breath 
Jesus commands my desƟ ny. No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from 
His hand. Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.’

Whatever holiday the summer brings for you and your family I hope that you’ll have a 
wonderful break from the rouƟ ne of life and come back sun-bronzed, refreshed and relaxed. 
I hope also that you’ll fi nd Ɵ me to step back and think longer term, beyond pensions and 
insurance and consider making an investment now for your eternal future. We’re open every 
Sunday at 10.30am for enquiries and advice on how to make the best of your assets!!!!!

God Bless
Arthur

Vicar, St Gabriel’s 01256 324734

visit us at www.projectg.org for some exciƟ ng news about our buildings extensions project! 
We’re interested in, and invesƟ ng in the success of our community!
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W HATS ON IN MAY: 
MONDAY:     DAYTIME AND EVENING HIRE AVAILABLE
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
     8.00am–6.30pm  A VAILABLE FOR HIRE
     6.30-9.00pm 4Fits Sake
     9.00-11.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
TUESDAY:     9.30am-12.00pm  Popley Little People 
     12.00-5.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
     5.00-7.30pm  Suma Karate
     7.30-11.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
WEDNESDAY:   9.00am  Slimming World
     11.00am  Slimming World
     12.45-4.30pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
     11.45am-1.30pm  Oasis Lunch club
     5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
     9.00-11.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
THURSDAY:    9.30-11.30am   Community Café
     8.00am-8.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
     8.00-9.00pm 4 Fits Sake
     9.00-11.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
FRIDAY:     8.00-10.00am AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
     10.00am-12.30pm Melrose Tots
     12.30-6.15pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
     6.15-9.15pm Friday Youth Club
     9.15-11.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SATURDAY:    9.15am-4.00pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am   Sabath School – Bible Study
     11.30am   Divine Worship
     1pm   Free Community Lunch
     Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for further details
     4.00-11pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
SUNDAY:    Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 

for times of services.
     1.30-5.00pm AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding 
receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please ring Vicki Jackson on 
01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehal2l@
gmail.com

Also fi nd us on facebook: Melrose hall.
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JBDRIVE
James Bone

ADI M: 07823884522

E: JBDRIVE@Live.com
WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk

PassPlusMotorwaylessons Refreshercourses

Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded

GoodPassratesFullyinsuredDual control car

Patient friendlyinstructor, learnat yourownpace
with 1to1lessonsincl Evenings&Weekends

SinglelessonDiscount for holdersof
Student NHSorForcesIDcards

10 Hours for £220
First 5 for £100

£26 per Hour

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

Daisy Chain, Carpenters Down,
Basingstoke, RG24 9AE

01256 356084
info@daisy-chain.uk

www.littleshipmates.com

Purpose built Nursery
8am-6pm 51wks 

All ages from 3mths -5yrs
Excellent reputation

Fabulous staff

Why not check us out?

Claim your free funding with us!
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Jars Cars & 
Minibuses

01256 819844
Airport & Dock Service

jarscarsbasingstoke@aol.co.uk
Cars & 8 Seater Minibuses available
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Basingstoke Foodbank – Charity Shop Takeover Project 
 We do not think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry. That 
is why we provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local 
people who are referred to us in crisis. We are part of a nationwide network of foodbanks, 
supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across the UK. 
 Working in partnership with over 70 referral partners, in 2015 the Basingstoke 
Foodbank fed 2,755 adults and children whereas in the immediate past calendar year, 2016, 
we fed 3,500 local people, which represents a 27% increase over the previous year! 
 Our annual running costs, in our rented premises in Sarum Hill, Basingstoke, are 
c£20k pa. We have no guaranteed source of income to pay our costs; rather we rely on 
donations, grants and fundraising activities. One of our main fundraising activities is selling 
donated goods from a shop we rent for 2 weeks every year. 
 We will be taking over the shop from 26th May until 8th June and we are in need 
of volunteers to help us staff  the shop. The shop is open 6 days per week from 9:30am to 
5pm. Teams of 2 are needed to cover either the morning or afternoon sessions. 

Patrick Murphy, 07785 312486, fundraising@basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk

Cruse Basingstoke – Supporting Bereaved People 
 Cruse Bereavement Care’s vision is that all bereaved people have somewhere 
to turn when someone dies. Our Areas and Branches off er free and confi dential services 
provided by trained volunteers, off ering group and one – to – one support. 
 We are looking for individuals or teams of volunteers to become fundraising 
Champions within their companies, organising one or two events each year to raise funds for 
training of counsellors and associated expenses. This could be a collection day, a sponsored 
event or any other ideas you may have. Our charity will benefi t not only from funds raised, 
but also from increased awareness of our services. 

Contact: Colin Godfrey, 01256 354777, colingodfreybasingstoke@btinternet.com

Basingstoke Lions Club – Fundraising Bike Ride Project 
 The Lions Club of Basingstoke, is affi  liated to Lions Clubs International, a 
worldwide community service organisation dedicated to the idea that the men and women 
who live in a community are in the best position to know who needs help and why. We 
have members from all occupations and enjoy the company of like-minded people and the 
enduring friendships that arise from shared fundraising and social activities. 
One of our key fundraising events is a charity bike ride with a choice of 4 routes of around 
14, 20, 30 or 33 miles taking you through the beautiful Hampshire countryside. In order 
to make this year’s event a success we are looking for a team or individual to review and 
rejuvenate the project, to put together an action plan and to help run and oversee the event 
on the day. We have provisionally put a date of Sunday 10th June but in order for the event 
to run will depend on the availability of manpower. 
We hope with a fresh new look to the event this will in turn raise additional funds to help 
resolve more of the requests brought to us by social services and small local charities. 

Philip Wilson, 01256 352393, philipjhwilson@btinternet.com
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Headquarters:   
Base 2000 Carpenters Down, Popley RG24 9AE 

Group Scout Leader:     Colin Karslake   01256 410559 

Scout section:       Kevin Pocock       07717 108 560

Cub Scout section:       Douglas Gowan  01256 412326 

Beaver Scout section:    Vacant Leader post – contact GSL

–
‘ ’

‘ ’ ’

’

job’ and at special training courses mostly during 
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

No Call Out Charge And Free Quotations 
All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken 
Full Bathroom Installations 
Landlord Safety Certificates  
Gas Boiler Maintenance  
Oil & Gas Boiler Installation  
Water Softeners, Showers, Taps etc 
Unvented Hot Water 
Gledhill, Megaflo & All Makes

Call 07968808454 or Email markmsph@gmail.com

Mark Smith 
Plumbing and Heating 
Est. 1971
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Wife of 39 Years Fails Divorce Appeal 

It may come as a surprise to many people that a judge can refuse a 
divorce.

Not wanting to remain married to your spouse is simply not enough to 
be granted a divorce.

This was highlighted in a recent case that went all the way up to the Court of Appeal 
in London.

It involved a woman called Tini Owens, who wanted to divorce her multimillionaire 
husband of 39 years, Hugh Owens.

Mrs Owens had asked the Court of Appeal to overturn a Family Court ruling which 
refused to grant her a divorce last year.

The Family Court had heard that Mrs Owens felt the marriage had broken down, but 
Mr Owens did not  agree as he said they still had a “few years” to enjoy.

The judge felt the facts set out in support of the application for the divorce were not 
suffi  cient to show that the marriage had broken down irretrievably. He thought the 
allegations, that the husband had been “insensitive” and “mistrustful,” were either not 
proven or were “of a kind to be expected in a marriage.”

The decision means Mrs Owens will have to remain married, although after fi ve years of 
separation she would be eligible for a divorce, even if her husband still objects to this.

You may well ask what do you need in order for a divorce to be granted?

In general, the person who wants the divorce must show that the marriage has broken 
down irretrievably and must prove this by establishing one of fi ve grounds.

This case shows the importance of careful drafting of the divorce petition and having 
the proper legal advice.

If you are thinking of getting divorced you’ll fi nd we are here to help, where we can off er 
sensitive guidance and advice.

Our objective is to help you as quickly and eff ectively as possible with the best outcomes 
for you and your family.

We’ll try and avoid going through the courts, but if we 
can’t do that, we have the expertise to get the right 
results for you in the courtroom. We will endeavour to 
guide you through the court process in an amicable 
way.

For more information contact Alastair Yapp at Phillips 
by calling 01256 854649 or email alastair.yapp@
phillips-law.co.uk and visit our website www.phillips-
law.co.uk.
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

“Well, our accountant does our  
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves 
us a load of tax, monitors our 
cash flow and our financial 
performance, makes sure we 
comply with HMRC rules, takes  
an active interest and is 
always there when we have a 

problem…  they 
even handle our  
HR issues, so quite 
a lot really.”

What do accountants 
ever do for businesses? 

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book 
your FREE business review with an active 
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month 

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers 
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in 
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.

Saving you time. Saving you tax. Saving you money.
Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU 

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk

INSPIRED BUSINESS THINKING
Lawrence Young
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 Our All Stars recently played a match between themselves in preparation for next year. This was 
a chance not only for the players to sample the match day scenario but the parents too. They were superb in 
setting up the goals and supported the boys throughout. The boys put on a wonderful show of football skills. 
 Congratulations to Harry Davis who has been approached by Southampton and Chelsea FC.
 Our Under 11s have played superbly recently when playing teams from a higher division. A win 
and a closely fought loss for us. A huge stand out performance from Josh who scored a hat trick. With only 2 
games till the end of the season the team look forward to the tournament season. 
 Fingers crossed from all the boys for Jamie and Taylor who, with a win in their last game, could 
bring the league title home for the Basingstoke Schools District football team.
 MFC Popley are very proud to be represented in the team.

 We are currently looking for players to join our U16 squad. 
 If you are interested, or know someone that might be interested in joining MFC Popley Youth, please feel free to attend our 
training session on a Monday night at Everest Community College on the 3G pitches, 8pm-9pm. 
 Alternatively please contact the U16 coach, Darryl Bradbury, on 07825498504.
 As part of The FA’s role in aiming to do everything it can to support a safe and enjoyable framework for football, a new 
fi lm has been made outlining the four key steps to safeguarding.
 The fi lm, featuring Wayne Rooney, Steph Houghton, Jack Rutter and Nathaniel Chalobah, explains how both parents and 
children can raise concerns they have about adults working in football and centered around how the 8,500 safeguarding offi  cers working 
across England football take the following four steps:
 Checked – to ensure adults are suitable to work with youngsters 
 Trained – from coaches to referees, all are given suitable safeguarding training
 Hear – concerns from both children and adults will be listened to
 Report – the importance of raising concerns about a child’s welfare
 Link to Film https://thefa.sharefi le.com/d-sf9b8ae03a0541469
 Following these simple but crucial steps means that there is a framework in place to ensure that, if standards ever fall short 
with poor practice or unacceptable behaviour, they can be addressed. 
 Anyone who has a concern about the welfare of a child or the behaviour of an adult towards a child or young person under 
18 years of age in football, is required to refer it to The FA Safeguarding team. The team is staff ed by professionals who are experienced 
in dealing with these concerns.
 Referring a concern can be done via your club – (cwo@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk), league or County FA – all will have a 
designated safeguarding offi  cer (DSO).
 Founded in 2005, MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner Club is a Not For Profi t 
(NFP) organisation dedicated to coaching boys and girls of all age groups to play football. We provide the children with encouragement 
and a fun and friendly environment with the opportunity to play in matches.
 MFC Popley Youth promotes “Respect” within the club to ensure everyone involved with the teams creates a fair, safe and 
enjoyable environment in which football can be played.
 In the 2016-2017 season, MFC Popley had 18 teams competing in the Peter Houseman Youth League on Sundays, the East 
Berkshire Youth League, the Berkshire County Girls League, and North East Hants Youth League on a Saturday.
 For further information on the Peter Houseman League, please visit the website: www.phyl.co.uk/
 For further information on the East Berkshire Youth League, please visit the website: www.ebyfl .co.uk
 For further information on the North East Hants Youth League, please visit the website: www.nehyl.org.uk
 If you would like to join our team of committed volunteers, either as a coach (experience not necessary as full training will 
be arranged by the club) or as a parent/guardian volunteer, please contact the Club by email at  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk  for 
more details.
 If you are a parent or guardian of a player at the club, and would like more information on becoming a committee member, 
or getting more actively involved with MFC Popley Youth, especially on match days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s), running 
the line (under 11s upward) and the set up of the pitches & Respect lines, please speak to the manager of your child's age group.
 You can get regular updates from the club by following our Twitter account, @MFC_PopleyYouth and by using the 
hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team pages), and you can also fi nd us on Instagram.
  MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner Club has a dedicated club shop 
website where you can purchase kit and accessories.
 Please visit the MFC Popley club shop website - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/
 Each age group has gratefully secured team sponsorship from the following companies -
  U8 Sponsor -   Grovewood Machines, U9 Sponsor - Alpha Cars, U10 Sponsor - Dazzle, U12 Sponsor - 
Southern Communications Ltd, U12 Girls Sponsor - BGS Plumbing & Heating; U14 Sponsor - Vohkus; U15 Sponsor - Allens Group
 MFC Popley Youth is currently looking for players for the following age groups: U7, U12 & U16.
 Contact the club -
  Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk; Club Welfare Offi  cer: cwo@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk; Club 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer: committee@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk; Volunteer enquiries:  volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk; All-Stars 
Recruitment: allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Zak Collingwood
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New Roof at the Vyne House
“The Vyne is your local National Trust property, situated 
in nearby Sherborne St. John, and we desperately need your 
support to help us to repair our roof.

The roof has been leaking for some time and a recent bad storm threatened 
the whole house and the collection, which is of national importance.  So, the 
decision was made to go ahead with a complex repair programme involving 
the complete replacement of the roof of the whole house.  To help the National 
Trust to fund these repairs we are holding a Tag-a-Tile event in Chineham 
Shopping Centre on 20th and  21st May from 10am until 4pm.

To be part of the history of The Vyne, come and write or draw on a handmade 
tile for a suggested donation of £5 per tile.  These will be used to replace the 
71,000 worn tiles on the roof.  Everyone can enjoy this, from adults drawing 
family trees to children producing incredibly imaginative, creative images of 
everything from unicorns to teddy bears.

It’s great fun and you know your tile will be protecting the roof of The Vyne for 
hundreds of years.  Just think what the builders of the future will fi nd when they 
come across your tile in the year 2317!

Come along and 
see the repairs for 
yourself on our 
fascinating Roof 
Walkway which is 
open every day from 
10am until 3.30pm.  
If you need more 
information please 
call 01256 883 858.
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IPS hair 
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

or at my home-based salon. 

£28 
Cut & Blow Dry 

Only £23 
Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                       01256 363600 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade Newsletter – May 

Looking back - April 

On 3rd April, Jon from RAF Odiham brought in various items of aircrew life saving kit 
from the Survival Equipment section. Jon gave a talk explaining the importance of 
each bit of kit and let the boys try on various items. They even got the chance to see 
an emergency life raft inflate and to climb in it which was really exciting. 

We took the lads for an impromptu Powerleague session on 10th April to work on 
their team skills and to have some fun kicking around a football. 

On 22nd April we held our first Big Charity Quiz at St Andrew’s Methodist Church 
and we had a fantastic turn out. Plenty of fun and food was had during the event and
we hope to see everyone back again and more for the next one. 

Are you up to the challenge? 
We are looking for volunteers to join our officer and helper team. We meet on a 
Monday evening from 6:15-7:15pm and need additional support running our Anchor 
and Junior sections. Give us a ring: 07775 535434 or drop us an email: 
6thbasingstokebb@gmail.com. 

Date for your diaries 

17th September 2017  
Morrisons Bag Packing event - come along and donate some of your time or money 
as we provide a bag packing service throughout the day. The donations from this 
event will help fund the increased running costs of our company and help fund our 
annual camping trip. 
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St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) Big Wheel 25
Sunday 23rd July 2017, Down Grange Sports Complex, Basingstoke, RG22 5SN
St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) has opened registration for the 25th Big Wheel event 
taking place on Sunday 23rd July 2017 at 9am. Riders will spend a glorious summer’s day riding 
through the beautiful countryside of North Hampshire to raise funds for North Hampshire’s only 
adult Hospice. 
Last year over 1,000 cyclists enjoyed a variety of routes and we are anticipating a record turnout 
this year. The very popular Advanced Level 65 miles is back for a second year and, to celebrate 
the Hospice’s 25th Anniversary, there will be an Intermediate 25 mile route. And with a Challenger 
39, a Beginner 15 and the Family 5 mile routes there is something for everyone. 
Those not ready to take on 5 miles yet, will be able to enjoy the Little Wheel event which takes 
place on the grass at Down Grange Sports Complex where all entrants will start and fi nish and 
everyone can enjoy a cold drink and hot food. All fi nishers, from age 2 to 72, will get a lovely 
medal to commemorate their eff orts.
Big Wheel is a true family event and a great way to spend time together outdoors raising money 
for St. Michael’s Hospice, who provide specialist care and support to patients suff ering from life 
limiting illnesses.
Prices start from £8 and full details are available on our website. To save time, avoid long queues 
and get the discounted entry price, we advise you to register beforehand. However, you can also 
register on the day and these prices will be between £2 and £5 more.  
Chris Griffi  ths, Marketing and Events Manager; ‘Big Wheel is our biggest Hospice led fundraising 
event for 2017 and attracts both families and experienced riders. We are lucky to have an incredible 
venue at Down Grange and stunning countryside for the riders to cycle through. This year we 
hope to see as many people as possible taking part and have our best year yet. We rely on the 
support of the local community to make this event the success it is.’
We have been lucky enough to get some wonderful local companies to sponsor the event this 
year. A big thank you to Unum, Clarke and Son Solicitiors, Greenhouse Graphics, HCT Creative 
and JackFM.
At St. Michael’s Hospice we care for local people with life-limiting illnesses through our In-Patient 
Unit, Community Palliative Care teams, and growing range of Out-Patient services. All our services 
are tailored to each patient’s needs to enable them to attain the best quality of life possible.
As a charity our care is provided to our patients and families free of charge. In 2017/18 it will cost 
£3.9 million to provide our patient services to the local community with less than 20% funding 
from the North Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group. We therefore need to generate £3.1 
million from Fundraising, Gifts in Wills, Lottery and Retail activities to support patients and their 
families aff ected by life limiting illnesses. 

To sign up and for more information please visit cyclebigwheel.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter @smhbasingstoke #BigWheel25

Like us on Facebook at St Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire)
For further information, please contact:

Chris Griffi  ths, Marketing and Events Manager, 01256 848847 (offi  ce)–(Mon-Fri, 8:30am-5pm)
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Chineham Library
 Hopefully you will have enjoyed a good Easter break, and the children have 
had a good rest from school after the long spring term. 
 Activities for children continue as usual at the Library, with the weekly 
rhymetimes for pre-schoolers on Tuesdays. The sessions for under ones are at 10am, 
and the over ones at 11am. The popular craft sessions are scheduled for the 6th May and 
the 3rd June and take place between 10am and 12pm. Story times for pre-schoolers take 
place on all other Saturdays, commencing at 10am. The Chatterbooks group continues 
to meet monthly, with sessions on 11th May and 8th June. Our second Coding Club began 
meeting on the 25th April, further details of this can be obtained from the Library. 
 The Crime Reading Group is having a break in May, between the sessions on 
29th April and 10th June. They meet Saturdays at 10am and welcome new members. The 
CHIPPS group meets on 10th May from 10 – 11am.
 Age Concern continue to provide computer tuition for the over 50s on 
Wednesday mornings between 10am and 1pm. To book sessions please contact their 
offi  ce on: 01256 423874. Please contact the library for details of the Colour and Create 
adult colouring group meetings. 
 We hope to see you in the Library soon, whether to borrow books, use the 
computers or attend a group or activity. We always have a variety of interesting displays 
in the library for you to enjoy. For the most up-to-date information follow us on social 
media. 

Cathy Foster

40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS RG24 9PE

Bermuda Community Centre

 We have excellent Popley Explorers Pre-school here Monday to Friday 8.30am - 
3.00pm. 
 Also available- Breakfast and Lunch clubs (for further details contact Elaine on 
363156).
 Monday evening C.M.A. keep fi t and kick boxing from 6.30pm-8.00pm.
 Tuesday evening Community bingo, doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm. 
Finish around 9.45pm (light refreshments available at halftime)
 Thursday evening Street dance and ballet classes for two and a half years to adult 
4.30pm- 6.30pm.School term time. Please contact Samantha Pike on 07811299484  
 Thursday evening C.M.A  kick boxing from 7pm - 8.30pm. 
 Friday evening Friday lub (children) 6pm -7pm

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc at reasonable rates.

REGISTERED CHARITY No 
1112068





FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

LOOK OUT FOR MONTHLY PROMOTIONS
If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please 

ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check, 
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation 
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness 
by our qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill 
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for 
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm


