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Message from the Editor: May already and my spring 
fl owers have blossomed and are dying off , although it has not felt 
that spring like so far this year. More snow forecast with  a severe 
cold snap predicted by the weather experts. Roll on the warmer 
summer weather.
Paul and I would like to give a huge big thank you to Mike Portlock 
for his many years of helping us to deliver a large number of Popley 
Matters and he has always been willing to fi ll in for others on a 
temporary basis. Mike leaves a big hole to try to cover so if you 

feel like helping us we would be delighted. Mostly it’s in the Popley Islands area that 
needs help so just one hour a month would be so useful. 
May brings us Popley Festival on the 20th. I think we have been to everyone from its 
humble beginnings in the 1980s I remember it at St Gabriel’s Church when it was held 
in the car park and then at the old John Hunt of Everest School and now in the grounds 
around Popley Fields Community Centre. There s always lots to do and I do like to 
have a good look round for bargains at the Boot Sale. Thank you Ruby, we are pleased 
to see our young people get involved and writing for Popley Matters; her article is on 
page 7 and makes very interesting reading and some excellent advice.
The Neighbourhood Watch has really grown in a very short time, membership is 
already over 100- read about it on page 11 and come to the meeting. 
If you are interested in starting one in your road or area there is 
plenty of advice and help available.
 We welcome articles from groups and clubs, also residents 
who might like to write about their hobbies or maybe the history of 
Popley? Email the Editor at editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Contact 
me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone me, on 01256 819924 or email 
me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman  
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.

•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED AND 
RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412

OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com
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Popley East: We have been in discussion 
with Hampshire County Council for some time 
now about problems on Shakespeare Road 
with regard to speeding vehicles and the lack 
of suitable crossing points and are pleased to 
advise that agreement has been reached for 
traffi  c calming measures and a range of other 
improvements works to be carried out. Although 
we understand that they are to commence shortly 
we have no defi nite date yet so will let you know 
when we have more information.

Several of the roads in Popley and in fact 
throughout the Borough are in need of repair. We 
are seeing more and more potholes and the bad 
weather appears to have made matters worse. 
Whilst many of the problems will have already 
been reported to Hampshire County Council as the 
authority with responsibility for road maintenance, 
we will continue to push them for action.  
Should you be aware of any problems could you 
please report them through the Hampshire County 
Council website or to us at our email address 
below?

Finally a reminder that the splashpad will be re-
opening around Easter time and we would ask 
that visitors make use of the overfl ow car park 
whenever possible please to avoid congestion in 
and around the area.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: There was still a lot 
of rubbish and mess around Marnel Park 
around where the travellers camped and we 
contacted David Wilson Homes to see when 
the rubbish would be cleared. DWH have a 
contractor whose contract had run out but 
no one had renewed it! DWH have now put 
it on a rolling program for the contractor to 
upkeep the areas. They have made a start and 
put the pallets and large amounts of branches 
in a skip. We have sent more photos of the 
mess still remaining and fi rmly asked for it to 
be completed. Once the area is adopted, and 
that could be quite a while yet, it will not pass 
to the council to upkeep.
We continue to support Neighbourhood 
Watch and there is now a membership of over 
100 in Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Speirs 
Meadow. If any of the other parts of Popley 
want to fi nd out about forming their own 
Neighbourhood Watch the details are on the 
website, htt ps://www.ourwatch.org.uk/.
The Boundary Commission s consulting on 
the new ward boundaries in Basingstoke 
and Deane. If you want to fi nd out what 
the proposals are and respond the contact 
address is htt ps://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/.  
You can also email reviews@lgbce.org.uk.
cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors County: The grittier lorries were out working all through the night in the 
snow storms last month, thank you. My concern however is how much worse the weather 
has made our existing potholes. Many have been marked for repair including the one across 
the whole width of Abbey Road it was due to be done then it snowed and so it has to wait a 
bit longer! I am chasing a date for when it can be done. In the meantime if you spot any more 
deep potholes please do report them to Highways at roads@hants.gov.uk The potholes in the 
Abbey Road shops area is the responsibility of the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
and it has been reported.
I am pleased to say that after a motion and campaign to Hampshire County Council school 
crossing patrols by the lollipop people will not be cut. I continue to push to protect our most 
vulnerable residents to not take the brunt of the swinging cuts to grants and services. 
I was pleased to be able to nominate a grant for Neighbourhood signs for the Neighbourhood 
Watch areas. Please do check you have locked your cars and houses up  as there are reports 
that they are still operating in the area. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@
hants.gov.uk
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Having a party? Looking for a venue for a regular group or a 
meeting? Look no further than Melrose Community Hall. We can 
accommodate 25 to 150 people. Fully accessible and with a loop 
hearing assistance system. Fully stocked modern kitchen with 
superfast dishwasher (3 minute cycle) and an instant hot water 
boiler. Free parking. Ring Vicki on 01256 420676 or e-mail us 

melrosehall2@gmail.com for further information or to arrange a tour. Or fi nd us 
on facebook.
WHATS ON IN APRIL: 
MONDAY:   12.30-2.30pm  Bingo 
     7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:  9.30-11.30am  Popley Little People 
     5-7pm    Sama Karate
WEDNESDAY: 9am and 11am  Slimming World with Jo
     11.45am-1.30pm Oasis Lunch Club
      5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World with Julia
THURSDAY:  9.30-11.30am   Community Café
     8-9am   4 Fits Sake
     10am-12pm  Jiggy Wigglers
FRIDAY:    10.00am- 1.30pm Melrose Tots
     6.15-9.15pm  Friday Youth Club
SATURDAY:  9.15am-4pm   7TH Day Adventist Church
     10am    Sabbath School – Bible Study
     11.30am    Divine Worship
     1pm    Free Community Lunch

  Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812
SUNDAY:  Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip 

Keeble on 462351 for times of services.
YOU COULD BE JUST THE PERSON WE ARE LOOKING FOR

 We are currently seeking two volunteers to become part of our governing body. We welcome all 
applicants and are particularly looking for skills or experience of the following areas:
 - Links with the local community 
 - Procurement/Property and Estate Management
 - HR and Legal
 Being a Marnel Junior School governor is an opportunity to learn new skills, support the school, 
and give something back to the local community. You will help shape the school’s vision, ethos and 
strategic direction to ensure it provides for all its pupils and keeps them safe.
 Anyone who is committed to our children’s future is qualifi ed for this important and rewarding 
role. Governors give on average 10 hours per term, mainly in the evenings, and are given training and 
support, including in-house mentoring and access to external governor training.

Apply now!
Please contact the school offi  ce to arrange for a governor to give you a call:

Phone: 01256 328670
Email: adminoffi  ce@marnel-jun.hants.sch.uk
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Accountancy
For

Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fi xed in advance
Company start up advice 

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see 
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

RICHARD’S PLASTERING 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG 

-FLOAT AND SET
-SKIMMING 

-RENDERING 
-TACKING 

CALL RICHARD 07990885314 
38 CHAUCER CLOSE POPLEY BASINGSTOKE

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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STRESS! The greatest intruder into our daily lives. ‘Greatest’, what a bizarre 
phrase. When in actual fact stress and anxiety, becoming increasingly common every 
second is the most demoralising, treacherous hormonal phase we could go through. It 
seems to know when to stab us really hard - before exams, driving lessons or when 
you’re about to speak to your crush for the fi rst time. All equally momentous events, 
obviously. In 2018, where technology is at an all time height, we have access to all of 
the latest fashions, books, game consoles and communication is easier than ever, why 
does the deep dark invasion of anxiety still feel it is necessary to over-take? Pretty rude 
if you ask me.
In conclusion, it’s time to strip it back down to the basics. Break away from the busy 
bustle of the social world and have some ‘me’ time to gain a glimpse of tranquillity 
amongst the chaos of life and hormone changes. Follow this simple, yet handy guide 
to enjoy life more and appreciate the people and moments that make you truly content. 
Plus, they’re super easy so there’s no excuse to not give them a go!
 1. Have a bath. Treat yourself. Quietness, candlelight and a relaxing scent. Lush 
are absolute experts in allowing you to certainly chillax. (Try the ‘Dragon’s Egg’ bath 
bomb for a zingy colour burst). Also lavender aromatherapy is good for helping sleep.
 2. Write down your worries. Pen and paper; old school style is key. Then just 
simply throw is away or burn it (not suggesting we all become raging pyromaniacs) 
but simply eradicate your fears. Turn them to dust and blow them away. 
 3. Turn off  your phone. Forget about your snap streaks (shock horror) and 
disconnect from the social world, it’s not all real. Try it! You ll enjoy it more than you 
think!
 4. Go for a walk with some family and friends. I know spending time with 
tangible people maybe initially seem daunting as it is slightly diff erent to having your 
sight-spheres glued to your glowing cold brick. Laugh, chat and breathe the fresh crisp 
air (even though the February freeze might catch you).
 5. Sleep. Our brains are rapidly developing, and sleep is essential to thrive in 
life, get a good test score or play a sport without tripping and completely embarrassing 
yourself in front of your crush that we mentioned earlier (it’s happened to the best of us). 
On average, teenagers need 8.5 to 9 hours of sleep and with the early morning college 
starts, that means we can’t aff ord to be scrolling through Instagram for hours on end 
whilst our brains are begging us for sleep. Give it a try and I guarantee you ll feel the 
benefi ts. Stress does not control you, you are in control of your stress.
Send me an email (before 9pm so your brain can get cosy and switch off  from the icy 
blue chill of your phone) on your tips for a stress-free life. Let’s all help each other. @ 
rubyj17@gmail.com

Don’t party too hard, (in this case read a book and escape to another world instead)
Ruby J xoxo
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Alpha at St Gabriel’s 

explore
life
faith
meaning

WHEN:  Starts Thursday 12th April 2018     
7.15pm 

WHERE:  The David Cockerill Room,
St Gabriel’s Church,

 Tewkesbury Close, Popley. RG24 9DU 

WHAT: An opportunity for you to … 

 FOR MORE INFO: 

Revd. Arthur Botham 
 St Gabriel’s Church 

 01256 324734 

vicar@stgabrielspopley.net
admin@stgabrielspopley.net

www.stgabrielspopley.net 

GENERAL HANDYMAN
DECORATING

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

LOCKS CHANGED
GARDENING

All jobs considered
Fully insured

Call Stuart on: 07854 705333
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Aiming High, Achieving Together.”                   
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SHERBORNE St JOHN VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 301945

Kiln Road, Sherborne St John, Hampshire RG24 9HP

The Village Hall needs a part time 
Caretaker for, on average, 6hrs 

each week. This is a paid position.

Do you:
 • Live in the neighbourhood?
 • Seek a few hours of light duties each week?
 • Have an interest in looking after our Hall?
 • Want to help out the Village?

If so:
Call Richard Pettifer on 01256 851023 or 
email ssjvillagehall@btinternet.com 

For more details and an application form. 
Closing date 27th April 2018
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Neighbourhood Watch – Update
 There are now over 100 members of the Marnel Park, Merton Rise and 

Spiers Meadow Neighbourhood Watch group.
 The next meeting will be on 25th April, 7.45pm at Everest Community 

Academy.  We hope to have the police there to discuss community 
priorities.  It was great last time to put names to faces and meet new 
people.

 If you would like to join, go to https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/knowledge/
joining-a-scheme/

 Also useful is the Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Spiers Meadow Facebook 
Group.  A really useful way of quickly passing on information.

 Joining Neighbourhood Watch means you will receive email updates from 
the police regarding crimes in your area.

 Anyone can start up a Neighbourhood Watch group, contact me or 
Basingstoke Neighbourhood Watch online for more information.

 New signs are on their way if your street doesn‛t have them yet, more to 
follow on that next month.

 My contact details are Clare Wilkins – clarewilkins2505@gmail.com
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Visit us: The Cottage, Viables Craft Centre, 
Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ, with FREE parking
Book your design appointment: 01256 213075
www.petrajewellery.com

Visit us: The Cottage, Viables Craft Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ

Bookings: 01256 213945 | info@petrajewellery.com

* Valid until 30 April 2018.

FREE
jewellery

clean worth

£45*

Call or email us to book your 30-60 minute appointment.

Your jewellery deserves 
an annual check-up! 
Book your SPRING CLEAN 
in March/April and enjoy 
a FREE ‘clean’ worth £45.

Call or em

Yo
a
Bo
in
a 
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Home-Start North West Hampshire has worked in 
Basingstoke & Deane for 13 years.  Home-Start believes 
that children need a happy and secure childhood and that 
parents play the key role in giving their children a good 
start in life and helping them achieve their full potential. To 
Home-Start, every family is special and we respond to each 
family’s needs through a combination of home-visiting 
support and group work.  
 
The one-to-one relationship which develops between a 
volunteer and a parent means our support can be exactly 
tailored to the needs of each family we visit.  
                                                 
 
 
 
 
We need volunteers to support families in the Community- 

YOU can make a difference to someone’s life 
 
This voluntary work is unpaid but is highly rewarding and out of 
pocket expenses will be reimbursed.   Volunteers are required 
to attend a 40 hour preparation course spread over 8 weeks 
which starts on Tuesday 17th April 2018! 

 
INTERESTED – WANT TO KNOW MORE? 

Tel: 01256 405988 
Email: info@homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk 

Website:www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk 
 

  VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY! 

“I just love the feeling I got on 
Xmas Day when my Homestart 
family texted me, knowing that I 
am making a difference to 
them”…. HSNWH Volunteer 

“I was looking forward to the 
course but it was even better 
than I’d expected.  Interesting 
views, lovely people and new 
friendships”…. HSNWH Volunteer 
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JBDRIVE
James Bone

ADI M: 07823884522

E: JBDRIVE@Live.com
WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk

PassPlusMotorwaylessons Refreshercourses

Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded

10 Hours for £250
£29 per Hour

£27 Student/NHS rate

Patient friendly Instructor
1 to 1 lessons at your own pace

Good pass rates

Our family 
serving your family 

for over 50 years 
380 Worting Road 

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ 

01256 323165 
7 London Road 

Hook, RG27 9DY 

01256 761717 
Trading Standards  

approved 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed without obligation 

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

3rd Generation 
family owned 
and run Funeral  
Directors and  
Monumental 
Masons 

24 Hours 

Es t ablished 1961 
Spence r &  Peyton Ltd 

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Wristbands
Hero Bears
Tea Towels

Mugs
Key Rings

T Shirts
Lanyards

Lapel 
Pins (all 
services)

Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603

And much, much
more to order from
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Dear Friends
It’s an exciting time in the life of your parish church; St Gabriel’s is approaching the end 
of a long and sometimes diffi  cult journey to extend our community facilities.  We now 
have two new  large, and well furnished meeting rooms, brand new toilets and very soon 
a new kitchen and very large community hall.  Overall we hope that this project actively 
demonstrates to our community that we are interested in, and investing in their success 
and it’s for the good of the whole community.

The project has been developed in consultation with our existing community and user 
groups Boys Brigade, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, Mother & Toddler Groups, Seniors 
Bingo Group (The Golden Club), Messy Church (craft and meal sharing for families).  
All of these groups are seeking to expand but need the extra space to do so. Already they 
are appreciating the benefi ts of some of the new facilities.

The rhythm of life (a powerful thing – so I’ve heard) is beginning to pick up again after 
the long winter days. Already there are many daff odils in fl ower and it does somehow 
lift the spirit to see all these new signs of life!  New life is what our Christian faith is all 
about and nowhere is this more apparent in the Christian year than the Easter season we 
celebrate in church.

Easter, for so many, sadly will only be associated with eggs, particularly those of the 
chocolate variety. Why do we have Easter eggs?  Well, doesn’t an egg represent all 
the potential for new life, new beginnings! And why are Easter eggs hollow?  Because 
the empty egg is symbolic of the empty tomb of Jesus when He rose from the dead to 
resurrection life on that fi rst Easter Day off ering a whole new life for all who would  
follow Him. 

St Paul wrote “If any one is in Christ they are a new creation, the old has gone the new 
has come” (2 Cor 5:17). If we truly want a fresh start for our lives, if we truly want to 
leave the mess of the past behind, then as a Christian I believe there is only one place to 
start, or rather only one person to turn to and that’s Jesus. And this new life is not just for 
the now but for all eternity; Jesus himself said “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have life eternal.” (John 
3:16).

So as the new life of spring begins to emerge all around us may your thoughts turn to the 
possibilities of new life for yourself and, if like me, you’re a chocoholic then may your 
Easter eggs this year take on a new and added meaning. Hope to see you at one of our 
Easter Services! Please see our advert in this magazine

Every blessing
Arthur

(Vicar of St Gabriel’s)
01256 324734
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Getting embroiled in a dispute with a neighbour can be 
particularly stressful.
If handled properly though, there is every chance of 
avoiding formal litigation, which can be lengthy and 
extremely costly.
There are numerous ways where you could fi nd yourself 
in a dispute with a neighbour.  You could have a 
disagreement relating to the legal title to your property 

such as the position of boundaries or the operation of rights of way. It 
could be that the dispute arises more out of your neighbour’s conduct 
such as making excessive noise or building works that your neighbour is 
carrying out or proposing to carry out.
Boundaries are a common problem and are frequently fraught and 
complex. Whether it is by the land or use of land changing over time or 
by the boundary being poorly recorded; any ambiguity over the position 
of a boundary can lead to confl ict and burden both properties. 

Whilst it remains unresolved, a dispute can directly aff ect your property. 
If you wish to sell, you may have to disclose the issue which could have 
a negative impact on the marketability or even the value of your property. 
It may seem that by instructing a solicitor you are escalating a dispute, 
but in most cases it is the best way of moving towards a solution quickly 
and calmly. Dealing with a diffi  cult neighbour directly, perhaps over the 
back fence can make matters worse.

Where disputes become heated it can be sensible to avoid a direct 
approach and seek professional help. 

Cases all turn on their particular facts; we will be 
able to advise you clearly as to where you stand 
in law and what your options are. We advise that 
the best way to resolve disputes is by focussing 
on practical solutions and where possible to avoid 
litigation. 

For more information and to fi nd out how we might 
assist you, contact Ben Pearson on 01256 854608, 
or email ben.pearson@phillips-law.co.uk. 
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Tales of  the Marnell Woods
 It may have come with a sense of relief by some regarding my recent absence from 
these pages. However I do off er my apologies for this break. First came Xmas, then the weather, 
then the medical profession insisting on investigating me for some dreaded affl  iction beginning 
with the third letter of the alphabet. Also it just coincided with possibly the quietest period 
of the bowls year which deprived me of any talking points. Things are picking up a tad now 
though as the winter short mat season is drawing to a close and the days approaching when we 
have to take up gardening and housework in preparation for moving the game outdoors. If any 
of you fancy a bit of that, all help would be appreciated .You won't have to cut the grass, that is 
done by the greenkeeper, but tending to the memorial garden and hanging baskets, sweeping the 
paths and smartening up the paintwork inside and out is on the agenda. Come and help us and 
you will be rewarded, not in cash of course, I can't aff ord that, but in a years free membership 
which will allow you to join in on the thing the club exists for, namely bowling. You know you 
want to! You fancy yourself in the blue club shirt! come along and join for free and you will 
be excused the gardening for a full 12 months, if they still did Green Shield Stamps you could 
have one of those too.
 Our new bowlers are settling in quite nicely now. They have got the hang of short 
mat and are looking forward to going outside but the real bonus is their keenness and attitude 
which is helping to make the club a friendly and relaxed atmosphere and a joy to be part of. 
There are only 3 league games and 2 club fi nals left until it all kicks off  again. This is a time 
for expectancy and anticipation. Perhaps by our next chat reality might have set in once we see 
how we fare in the full size rinks having not bowled on them for 6 months, whatever, bowls, 
like life, is to be enjoyed.

Over 55s Forum
 The Basingstoke and Deane "Young at Heart" Over 55s Forum is still growing and we are now 
taking in new members, but I am sure it will not be long, before we reach our maximum total and will  
have to close the membership again. Anyone wishing to join should contact Gerald on 07792535116 or 
e-mail gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com
 Our Open Forum meetings are still being well attended with very good guest speakers; we have 
just had the Town Crier from Farnham, he was excellent.
Trips.
 There are seats still available on the following trips.
 22nd April 2018. A visit to Denbies Winery at Dorking - Englands largest Vineyard in the heart 
of the Surrey Hills, included are train ride through the vineyard into the Surrey Hills, 2 course Roast 
Dinner with tea/coff ee and return coach, there is also an Art Gallery; Wine and Gift Shop; Village Greens 
Farm Shop; and 7 miles of public footpath. Price Members £43.00 - Non Members £45.00.
 14th June 2018. A day trip to the Morgan Car Factory Tour in the lovely county of Worcestershire, 
with a buff et lunch. This should be very interesting because these cars have been going for many years, 
Including coach travel Members £46.00 - Non Members £48.00
 14th July 2018 A day trip to Cheddar Caves and Wookey Hole. Price - coach only, Members 
£16.00 - Non members £18.00 .
 Anyone who is interested in joining us should contact Gerald on 07792535116 or e-mail gerald.
merritt@ntlworld.com
 More coach trips being planned for later in the year.

All the best to you all.
Gerald. (Secretary and Tour Manager)
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade Newsletter 
It seems April is a month of planning, our Junior section camp plans continue to 

move forward, we have set a date and the young people are very excited but not as excited 
as their parents, no boys for a weekend! 

As well as Junior camp the officers are looking at this year’s Company amp site. 
Unfortunately, the site we’ve used in the past is now under development so we need a new 
patch. Obviously, this requires a trip there to test out the local amenities, 
fish n chip shops, bakeries and ice cream vendors but our officers are very 
willing to do so  ;-) 

Also, with Popley Festival around the corner we will be setting up a stall as part 
of our new recruitment drive  f you are at the festival please come along and say hi.  

Our Anchors and Junior sections are continuing their craft classes and sport 
sessions while the Company section are looking in to creating a short film and planning a 
theatre trip for all sections. The Company section also enjoyed a trip to Basingstoke’s 
Powerleague. We like to plan a few of these sport sessions throughout the year to break up 
the classes. 

Are you up to the challenge? 
We are looking for volunteers to join our officer and helper team. We meet on a 

Monday evening from 6:15-7:15pm and need additional support running our younger 
section. Give us a ring: 07775 535434 or drop us an email: 6thbasingstokebb@gmail.com. 

Basingstoke Lions Club
 Our fi rst event of the year was the concert given for us at QMC by the Moscow Drug Club. 
Everyone has been raving about it. Not only did they love their music, which can best be described as 
gypsy jazz, but they loved the musicians themselves who mingled freely with the audience during breaks. 
They were very friendly as well as being exceptionally talented and versatile on a variety of instruments. 
We hope we will be able to entice them back to play for us again.
 Our next events are a Quiz Night at Cliddesden Millenium Hall on 7 April: Contact Philip 
Wilson philipjhwilson@btinternet.com  to reserve your table for 4 (remember we can only accommodate 22 
teams), hotly followed by a double bill at QMC on 14 April – Grant Saunders, a hilarious stage hypnotist, 
and dancers from the Basingstoke Academy of Dance. You can buy tickets direct from our website www.
basingstokelions.org.uk, from mauricehockley@hotmail.com or tel: 01256 421867, or Toucan Travel 
at the Chineham shopping Centre. This promises to be one of our most interesting shows.
 In my last report I mentioned our fi rst Bunnings Sa usage Sizzle. Well, sausages are always 
favourites with Lions so we’ve done several more. Quite apart from raising money for charity they provide 
an excellent opportunity for our members to have fun working together, and it seems no one has gained 
too much weight.
 This brings me to the vexed question of membership. Through our fundraising and welfare work 
we have helped many people and many organisations over the past 50 years. But, without new members, 
that help which has been vital to so many may soon disappear. I would therefore earnestly entreat you to 
consider joining us. You can easily get in touch with us through our website www.basingstokelions.org.
uk by putting your contact details on the “Contact Us” page. Someone will get in touch and invite you 
to come along to one of our meetings where you can meet us and see what we are like; there would be 
absolutely no pressure on you to join - just an opportunity to ‘suck it and see’...
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 

No Call Out Charge And Free Quotations 
All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken 
Full Bathroom Installations 
Landlord Safety Certificates  
Gas Boiler Maintenance  
Oil & Gas Boiler Installation  
Water Softeners, Showers, Taps etc 
Unvented Hot Water 
Gledhill, Megaflo & All Makes

Call 07968808454 or Email markmsph@gmail.com

Mark Smith 
Plumbing and Heating 
Est. 1971
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Bringing the Stone Age to Life,
Probus members were taken back to pre-historic times when Katy England 
from Salisbury Museum gave a talk about times in early Britain.
The earliest UK remains were discovered at Boxgrove near Chichester in the 
1990s, around 500,000 years old. Consisting of a leg bone, two teeth, wooden 
spears and hand held fl int axes. It is calculated that they originated from a 6 
feet tall and well built male.  
Fire developed around 400,000 years ago perhaps coinciding with a change in 
weather patterns. Over the next 200,000 years, as the weather became colder, 

the original Boxgrove man developed into Neanderthal man. He was shorter and stockier and more able 
to cope with the colder conditions.
About 50/40,000 years ago another species arrived from Africa that we call Homo Sapiens.  Despite some 
interbreeding, gradually the Neanderthals died out. Flint and antlers were 
made into tools including needles which allowed animal skins to be sewn 
together for clothing. Cave painting  started about 30,000 years ago when 
ochre and charcoal were used as the basis for colour.  
The Great Ice Age came 20,000 years ago and after its departure rising sea 
levels created diff erent continents as the weather became similar to what 
we enjoy today. Mammoths and reindeer were replaced with deer and wild 
boar. The invention of a form of glue and the development of the bow with 
the “string” made from animal sinews and arrows, with fl int arrow heads 
and swan feather fl ights, the hunter/gatherer became prevalent. 
A signifi cant change of life style started 12/10,000 years ago, in a period 
known as the Neolithic Stone Age. They domesticated plants and animals, 
created permanent villages and crafts such as pottery and weaving 
developed. It is recognised that this is the most signifi cant change in all of 
human history. See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com

Chineham Library
 It’s unbelievable to think that Easter is already upon us and hopefully you will all be able to 
enjoy some extra family or rest time. If you have children why not consider taking advantage of some of 
the extra activities provided by the library?  In addition to our regular craft sessions on 7th April and 5th 
May, there are extra craft sessions on the Wednesdays 4th and 11th April. There will be an extra Easter 
storytime on 6th April. For further details of timings etc please check social media or contact us. For 
adults this month we have the visit from Jean Fullerton on 19th April at 7.30pm, talking about ‘Inside the 
writer’s mind’. Jean writes historical and medical themed fi ction, and the talk should also be of interest to 
any budding authors. Tickets for this costing £6 can be obtained from the library.
 Beyond these our regular activities take place as usual. The Crime Reading Group meets on 
14th April at  10.30am and the Chipps group on 11th April at 10am. The newly formed Writing Group 
will meet on the 5th April at 5.30 – 7pm and the group still has places available. For details of the next 
general reading group please contact the library. Age Concern will take a break for the Easter holiday, but 
will hold their computer tuition sessions on all other Wednesdays, to book appointments please contact: 
01256 423874. 
 Children’s regular activities also continue with rhymetimes on Tuesday mornings for under 
ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. Storytimes are every Saturday except the fi rst in the month from 
10 – 10.30am. Our Chatterbooks reading group will meet on 12th.

For the most up-to-date information please follow us on social media.
Cathy Foster
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We would like to invite you to an English 
Course if English is not your first language.  

Servicing the needs of the Community 

 RCSSERVICES 
Romsey: 01794 522106 
Andover: 01264 359223  
Basingstoke: 01256 841024 

www.rcsservices.org.uk     enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 

Viables Centre, 
Basingstoke, 

RG22 4BJ. 

For more information or to book a place, please contact 01264 359223 or 
enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 

Wednesdays, beginning 11th April 
for 8 weeks 

9:30am - 12:30pm 
No Creche available for this course. 
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IPS hair 
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                      01256 363600 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£30 
Cut & Blow Dry 

Only £25 

Reliable and friendly local electrician. 

All types of electrical work undertaken. 

Additional lights/sockets 
Complete re-wires 
Fuseboard changes 
Outside lights 
Fault finding 

Free estimates 

20 years experience 

Call Mark on 07948 527231 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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Charity number 267734 Headquarters registration number 42755

Headquarters:   
Base 2000 Carpenters Down, Popley RG24 9AE 
Group Scout Leader:     Colin Karslake   01256 410559  

Scout section:     Kevin Pocock   07717 108 560

Cub Scout section:    Douglas Gowan  01256 412326 

Beaver Scout section:    Vacant Leader post – contact GSL

The Beaver section has been very busy meeting new Beavers and saying goodbye to a 
couple who have moved on. 

So far the Beavers have made shortbread (and boy was it scrummy!!) decorated fairy cakes, 
not many made it home for the family to try. Decorated Christmas biscuits all their skills were 
put to use in decorating beautifully.  

If there are any parents out there that would like to help out at any of the sections, new 
Leaders are always wanted as well as section helpers.  

A dragon with a difference was made by the Beavers drawing around their open hands, all 
the hands were stuck together like the scales on the dragon, very effective and something 
very different. 

A trip to Marwell Zoo is in the offing, as the Beavers are going as  group they will be able to 
complete the discovery booklet from Marwell, which is something they would not be able to 
do if going in with parents. This also goes towards a badge. 

A sleepover is planned just for the Base 2000 colony, again this will go towards badges. A 
tea party is planned for the district also a camp. April as always sees the couts parade for 
St George s Day. 

Scouting, as a whole,gives a new confidence as well as discipline, team building and a vast 
friendship, the chance may also come to join one of the Jamboree’s with worldwide 
participation. forging new friendships with Scouts from across the world. 

Without Leaders none of the above would be possible, we meet on a Tuesday, and Friday if 
you have an hour or two even once a month you can be of help. Please contact either Colin 
or the section leader. Another way is if you have an interesting career and think a 
presentation would benefit the Scouts let us know. 

The Group is in great need of more eaders in all sections. Adults must satisfy Confidential 
Enquiry and Disclosure and Barring Service clearance but, apart from wanting to help young 
people have fun and extend their knowledge/skills, no other experience is required.  Training 
is given ‘on-the-job’ - roles are flexible - uniformed or non-uniformed and can work round 
shifts/other commitments. Find out more from Group Scout Leader Colin  (01256) 410559 / 
07796 772 500 or e-mail  colink@base2000.co.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts.
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1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

“Well, our accountant does our  
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves 
us a load of tax, monitors our 
cash flow and our financial 
performance, makes sure we 
comply with HMRC rules, takes  
an active interest and is 
always there when we have a 

problem…  they 
even handle our  
HR issues, so quite 
a lot really.”

What do accountants 
ever do for businesses? 

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book 
your FREE business review with an active 
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month 

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers 
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in 
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.

Saving you time. Saving you tax. Saving you money.
Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU 

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk

INSPIRED BUSINESS THINKING
Lawrence Young
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE 

WE HAVE THE POPLEY EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL 
HERE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8.30AM TO 3PM(for further details-

contact ELAINE ON 363156) 

MONDAY   CMA KICK BOXING FROM 6.30PM TO 
8PM

TUESDAY BINGO NIGHT DOORS OPEN 7PM EYES
DOWN 8PM. FINISHES AROUND 9.45PM  LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 

AVAILABLE AT HALF TIME 

WEDNESDAY  6PM TO 7PM LOU BEDFORD YOGA CLASSES
DETAILS RING LOU ON 07753109222 OR GO ONLINE

AT WWW.LOUBEDFORDYOGA.CO.UK.

THURSDAY   4.30PM TO 6.30PM STREET DANCE AND BALLET 
CLASSES TWO AND A HALF YEARS TO ADULTS SCHOOL TERM 
TIME.FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT SAMANTHA PIKE ON 07811299484 

THURSDAY 7PM TO 8.30PM CMA KICK BOXING 

FRIDAY 6PM TO 7PM FRIDAY CLUB. 

THE HALL IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES AT REASONABLE 
RATES. FOR DETAILS RING JANET ON 01256 3156 

FAMILY PRIZE BINGO 20TH APRIL 2018, 
AT POPLEY FIELDS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
DOORS OPEN AT 6PM, EYES DOWN AT 7PM 

REFRESHMENTS AND RAFFLE AVAILIABLE, ALL WELCOME 

“At the top of Vyne Road a cornfi eld, then Oakridge 
farm on the right and further Popley Farm and a dell 
called the White Horse Dell.” 
This quote comes from Amelia (Millie) Day, nee 
Matthews born 03/09/1910, Tilehurst, Berks. Died 
1994. Millie lived mostly in Phoenix Park Terrace and 
then Weale Court, Vyne Road, Basingstoke. From oral 
history done by Sheila Houston 15/11/1992.

Here we are, just north of Tobago Close across the road from the little Tesco. To be more specifi c, we 
are only there on the last Saturday of the month, but you know what I mean! 
Our little Dell; fi lled with its fl ora and forna, that now belongs to us; it’s dog walkers, Sunday strollers, 
hide and seekers, wildlife knowers.
But here’s the mystery - Why it’s called the White Horse, no one seem to be sure? 
I’ve read some lovely tales of you growing up in the area, playing at the White Horse; some say the 
name comes from the untimely death of a white horse, possibly pulling a milk cart. Or maybe it’s 
to do with the site’s time as a chalk pit, along with it’s neighbour the Marnel Dell which now sits 
between Appleton and Carter Drives. 
So I’m putting it to you, the lovely people of Popley and Marnel, if you can help us shed some light 
on the situation, please help us out!
We’d love to know if you have any insights, stories or photo’s, send them on over to us at popleyponds@
gmail.com or pop along to our Facebook page. 
Many thanks to Debbie Reavell, Secretary at Basingstoke Heritage Society and everyone else who 
has shared or replied to my posts on the social media network. 



01256 796700
www.apollohotels.com

enquiries@apollohotels.com

We’ve got everything 
under one roof at  
Apollo Hotel
Your local independent  
hotel, perfect for  
business or leisure

Accommodation, Weddings,  
Celebrations, Parties, Birthdays,  Anniversaries,   

Meetings, Health & Fitness Club, Beauty Treatment Rooms

LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Domestic Fencing, Gates, 
Patios, Paths, Driveways,

Garden Clearances, 
Grass & Hedge Cutting, 

Turf Laying, Patio Cleaning.
Family Run Business, Fully Insured 

Competitive Prices, Free Quotes
01256 883881
07940 569833 www.horizonsatellites.co.uk

Family Run Business Est 1988Family Run Business Est 1988

012556012556 81 6 84182 8418600 6 84186001256 841860
Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TBEssex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

tes.co.ukinfo@horizonsatellites.co.ukinfo@horizonsatellites.co.uk

HORIZ N
SATELLITE & AERIALS
Sound & Vision

● Aerial & Dish Installations
   Freeview, Sky, European & Freesat Installations.  
   Your only local Sky authorised Dealer.

● Freeview, Sky or Freesat on additional TVs
   Magic Eye control & HD on multiple TVs. 
   Phone & Ethernet points.

● Tuning & set up of your equipment
   Advice for Digital, Audio & Smart Equipment. Cable tidying. 
   Weak/low signal improvement

● TV Wall Installation
   Free site survey.  System planning & advice.  Hidden cabling.

● Sonos Sound Sytems
● CCTV Installations

● WiFi Signal Improvement



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check, 
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation 
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness 
by our qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill 
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for 
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER


