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Message from the Editor: March and how time marches on, 
although some things seem to take ages especially when it’s things you 
want to happen or you see as priority and there’s miles of red tape to go 
through fi rst. At least we are nearer the, hopefully, sunny weather and warm 
sunshine.
 I hope you do read and enjoy your community magazine as it takes 
so much time and eff ort to produce every month, and even more eff ort to 
get as many copies as we can delivered. We do really need to generate more 
income to pay for the printing although everything else is paid or done by our 
wonderful volunteers. I guess I am asking if there are any local businesses 

that would like to advertise; we start at £30 a month for a quarter page, great value as we have a 
print run of 5,400 but are trying to aff ord to go up to 6,000 copies. We also do large copies for the 
community centres, churches and individual residents with sight problems and even one on pink 
paper for a dyslexic reader. The magazine would also like to open up to people sponsoring it and of 
course this would be noted. Another appeal is on page 5 for St Michael’s Hospice for volunteers to 
collect from door to door. The Army Flying Museum is looking for trustees and that is something 
so many charities need and are in short supply of.
This month we have quite a few events coming up :- like Popley Festival and we hope for good 
weather for the festival it attracts thousands of people to Popley. Read about it on page 1. There 
is a family farm day on page 10. There is great news as Melrose Hall has started all the expansion 
and new kitchen area and it will have so much more to off er. Bermuda Hall 
is moving on well so things are looking up for our community.
We welcome our readers to write in and send us articles about you or maybe 
the group you belong to.  If you have ideas how we can improve (fi nances 
allowing) your magazine please let us know via editor@popleymatters.org.
uk or message us on our Facebook page Popley Matters 200.
We welcome articles from groups and clubs, also residents who might like 
to write about their hobbies or the history of Popley? Email the Editor at 
editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Contact me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone 
me, on 01256 819924 or email me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the 
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman  
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfi eld; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Martin and Chansopha Biermann; 
Charmaine Chapman; Jo Cousins; Pam Crouzieres; Pat Hamilton; Steve Hagger; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy 
Jackman; Terry Jones; Walter and Sue Kerr;  Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood; Ann Marke; Christopher Martin; Milly Mcgann; 
Vera Mitchell; Peter Moore; Jo Parker; Luke Simmonds; Christine Spencer; Domanique Swoff er; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Gell Toungue; 
Richard Townsend; Janet Ward; Carole Wetton; Carole Wheeler and Frankie Wildash
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with 
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and 
professional service 24 hours a day, 
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring 
for your family

  35-41 Essex Road
  Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

Chinese Food and Fish & 
Chips to take away

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke

01256-328740
Telephone Orders (To Collect)

Opening Hours
Monday

5:00pm–10:00pm
Tuesday To Saturday

12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed

Chi F d d Fi h &
Peter’s

��

���

Live-in and Home Care

��� � ����

���������	 
���

�
��� ��� ���

Stay in the comfort of your 
own home and enjoy life 

to the fullest

www.blueangelcare.com

hampshire@blueangelcare.com
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Popley East: The recent spell of extreme 
weather conditions with heavy snow highlighted 
the need for suffi  cient well-placed grit/salt bins 
to be available for use in key places. Clearly the 
problems caused to the community, when these 
extreme weather conditions occur are exceptional 
but proper planning can help the situation. We are 
seeking to make sure that Popley is well provided 
for in this regard.
Fouling of footpaths and pedestrian areas by 
dogs not controlled by their owners is becoming 
a real problem in Popley. We have had many 
complaints about this problem and we are trying to 
infl uence the irresponsible dog owners concerned 
by education and sanctions where necessary. 
CSPO colleagues are concentrating resources 
where they can to improve the area for the 
community and are posting notices explaining the 
responsibilities of dog owners.
The Environmental Renewal work covering 
landscaping and street furniture in the Popley 
Poets area has started.
Demolition work for the new special school at the 
Spotlight site, off  Shakespeare Road, is imminent.
Some preliminary work at Chineham House will 
be starting soon as the fi rst steps towards the 
conversion of the building into housing units.
The Splash Pad will be tested and commissioned 
ready for another successful season commencing 
in April.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West: We have been contacted 
by many residents again about people who 
do not pick up their dog’s mess. The article 
in last months Popley Matt ers has prompted 
residents to report back issues on just how bad 
it is in places like Popley Community Park. 
There are 11 bins in the park so no excuse for 
not using a bag, tying it up and placing in one 
of the bins supplied. It is dangerous and selfi sh 
not to pick up the dog’s mess like most dog 
owners or walkers do.
The overgrown bushes in Chineham Lane 
leading all the way past Speckled Wood 
towards Everest Community Academy have 
been cut right back and are now adopted by 
Basingstoke and Deane. The workmen did a 
really good job of cutt ing and clearing them up, 
and I have passed on the thanks of the residents 
who had joined us in trying to get a permanent 
solution as to who would take responsibility.
The very real problems of collecting the waste 
goes on and we are still having issues with bins 
being collected a day or two late and even some 
people’s bins being missed for several weeks. It 
is not the fault of the bin men who clearly try 
to catch up but the whole issue of rounds and 
timings need to be looked at and adjusted. We 
continue to monitor and report back to BDBC.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Councillors County: The application for the building of the new SEND school will be going through the 
county Council Regulatory committee very soon.
I have had residents asking about more salt/grit bins and for the areas that HCC are responsible for. You can apply 
online for a new bin at https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/saltbinrefi ll New grit bins 
have been approved for Sark Way, Burns Close /Shakespeare Road, and near 34 Falkland. Jersey/Guernsey are applied 
for with two more for Abbey Road,  one by the bridge to Oakridge by the shops the other for the subway near the 
Soldiers Return Park. There are over 20 bins in our area. The HCC bins they are responsible for are normally blue and 
numbered inside the lid but there are a few yellow ones. You can fi nd where the gritting routes are on the Hampshire 
County Council web https://maps.hants.gov.uk/highwayssaltroutes/. During the last bad snow 43 salt trucks covered 
Hampshire and some from the south were sent to Basingstoke. It was diffi cult to get to some areas; people had 
dumped their cars and they could not get through.
Other good County news is that at last the uneven and often fl ooded path from Don Allen Drive to the hospital 
will be tarmacked, drainage issues addressed and the safety barrier have been put to the top of the list and, if fi nally 
approved, work should start by this summer.
Public consultation on extending the yellow lines in the Appleton Road area is imminent. I am waiting on the offi cer 
to announce when the public consultation will be from. All too often it does not tie in with our publication dates so 
you can also check on Facebook pages Popley Matters 200 or Pride of Popley and Marnel Merton and Spiers Meadow 
pages too. As soon as I have any news I will post it on there. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.
frankum@hants.gov.uk
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Basingstoke Shed Public Meeting 

The Latest Cold Calling - Loft Insulation Scams
 Trading Standards and Hampshire Police have been receiving reports of companies which are 
actively cold calling on elderly residents, quite often using scare tactics and misinformation to pressure 
them to sign up for a loft insulation spray foam. This foam is totally unnecessary for homes, and the 
homeowner will be charged thousands of pounds. The people they target are not being advised of a 
cooling off period (14 days) or their consumer rights once they have signed up, and then contractors 
will turn up the very next day to do the work. 
 Once the foam sets (like concrete) it traps moisture so the wood in the roof starts to rot, 
meaning the foam will need to be removed. Not only will the homeowner have paid thousands for the 
unnecessary work, they will then have to pay thousands to remove the foam, then pay again for repairs. 
 These companies have websites and are registered on Companies House, but this is no means 
a confirmation that they are reputable. Trading Standards are investigating these companies, and have 
seen company directors jailed in the past.
 Our advice is to never buy at the front door, and never feel pressured to accept an appointment 
from someone who has telephoned you. Always seek the advice of a trusted friend, relative or 
neighbour,or if you have no one to ask, please call Hampshire Police on 101 or the Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service on 03454 04 05 06.

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention Advisor
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St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) 
House to House Collections

 Your Hospice Needs YOU. Volunteers needed for 
St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) House to House 

Collection in June

 St. Michael’s Hospice is looking for volunteers to help out with their 
annual House to House collection. If you have a couple of hours to spare in 
June to deliver and pick up envelopes and would like to be involved then please 
contact Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns Coordinator on 01256 848845 
or email Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk

 For additional information please contact: 
 Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns Coordinator
 St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire)
 Tel: 01256 848845
 Email: lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk 
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     Tadley WEA Spring Seminars
 Have you ever been fascinated by a documentary because the presenter was so good?  Do you 
enjoy meeting people in a setting of shared interest?  Do you love learning when you don’t 
have to take tests?  Then our WEA off erings are for you!
The WEA is a volunteer-led, national organization providing adult education in the communi-
ty.  We are especially fortunate to have an active branch delivering excellent classes in Tadley.  
On off er are one-day seminars and more in-depth weekly courses on a range of subjects.  
Enrolling in a one-day seminar is a great way to try us out.  This spring there are three Friday 
seminars on off er.  All are from 10am – 4pm in the Ambrose Allen Centre in Tadley, RG26 
4ER.  The £30 fee/seminar includes lunch.

 BriƟ sh Architectural Styles since 1815 with Mike Grundy.  26th April    
Reference: C3743366
Exploring styles from the 19th century classical/Gothic to the 21st century

 The Art of Trade with Glenis Kerr EllioƩ . 3rd May   Reference: C3742892
Looking at the Silk Road, texƟ les, gold, jewels, spices, and painƟ ngs

 Britain from 55BC to 1066AD – An Archaeological PerspecƟ ve with Michael 
Pengelly.  

24th May    Reference: C3743945
Learning the impact of Rome, the Dark Ages, the Vikings, and the Norman 
invasion, with lots of opportunity to handle artefacts.  

To enrol please quote the course reference either online at WEA.org.uk or by ringing 0300 303 
3464 
For further information please ring Jan Smith 01189832251 or jancsmith@btopenworld.com

Old Basing Bowling Club
 We invite you to come and try out the game of outdoor bowling and sample 
our facilities at Old Basing Bowling Club free of charge on one of our Open Days. 
These will be held on Saturday/Sunday 13th/14th April and Sunday 21st April between 
10.30am and 2pm. Beginners and existing bowlers are very welcome. Equipment will 
be provided and supervision where required. Please try and have fl at soled shoes. We 
look forward to seeing you at our club which is located in Old Basing just off  The 
Street on the recreation ground by the Parish Council offi  ces.  
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Charity Shopping Evening and
Spring Launch Fashion Show

Thursday 7th March
In aid of The Pink Place

SOLO MIA
The Apollo Hotel, Basingstoke, RG22 9NU

Charirr tyt Shoppi

PERSONAL STYLIST
ROSIE WILCOCK PRESENTS HOW TO
LOOK & FEEL FABULOUS THIS SPRING

A WIDE RANGE OF STALLS WITH BESPOKE
HANDMADE GIFTS, JEWELLERY, BEAUTY

PRODUCTS, SWEET TREATS, RAFFLE & MORE.
PERFECT TO FIND A

UNIQUE GIFT FOR MOTHER'S DAY!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Buy tickets online:www.wegottickets.com/event/463125
email: events@thepinkplace.org.uk or call 07899 970 841

£10 in advance or £12.50 on the door
(includes a glass of bubbly)

All proceeds to The Pink PlaceDoors Open from 6.30pm
Fashion Show commences approx 7.30pm

SHOPPING

THE SPRING RANGE LAUNCH OF
ITALIAN BOUTIQUE STYLE FASHION

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES & AVAILABLE
TO PURCHASE ON THE NIGHT
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models 
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fi t exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650 
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Over 55s Forum
 The Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum has now started to bring in 
people who have been on our waiting list for some time, due to the response from the 
general public to join our ever growing Forum. We have had to put a cap on to limit 
the numbers to a maximum of 650 members as there is not a big enough venue in 
Basingstoke to cater for a larger number.
 We held our first "Open" Forum meeting for 2019 on Wednesday 13th 
February and the guest speakers were from the Hampshire and I.O.W Air Ambulance, 
and Richard Trueman (the owner) of Trueman's Coaches who gave an interest talk on 
the history of Truemans Coaches that started some 66 years ago. This is the company 
we use for our trips. Our attendance for our first meeting was 263.
 The first three months trips are; 8th to 10th March Cabaret Weekend at the 
Queens Hotel, Eastbourne, with 2 free drinks with your evening meals, cabaret both 
evenings, includes sunday lunch and all coach travel, £99.00 per person. (100 going).
 29th March visit to Leeds Castle and Teapot Island which has over 8,000 
Teapots and over 2,000 for sale (104 going).
 12th /13th April a visit to the Queen residence at Sandringham, then an 
overnight stay in Norwich, on the Sunday a paddleboat trip along the Norfolk Broads. 
The hotel can only take 1 coach.
 25th April a visit to Shaftesbury and a visit to a "Jigsaw" actory to see how 
jigsaws are made (100 going).
 17th to 20th a 4 day trip to York with a steam train ride from Whitby to 
Pickering, plus a guided tour of York, free time, price £279, 2 coaches.
 A date for your diary: our  celebration of "International Day for Older People" 
Show will be held on Saturday 28th September at Queen Mary’s College, Cliddesden 
Road, Basingstoke from 2pm to 5pm with  entertainment of comedy, song and dancing 
and afternoon tea for only £6.00 per ticket.
 20th December 2019 to 2nd January 2020 a New Year Celebration at the 
hotel "De Paris" Cromer, Norfolk, 2 coaches.
 Other trips to be arranged are: day trip to Brighton, Malvern Flower Show, 
Stratford on Avon River Festival, Evesham Plum tour, Kew Garden Laser show and 
many more.
 Anyone is more than welcome to attend our Movement and Stretch sessions 
for Over 55s every Thursday from 11.00am to midday at the Carnival Hall, only £3.50  
per session, good value. Every Tuesday, also at the Carnival Hall, why not come along 
and  practice your singing. Our singing group is called the "Carnival Chorus" and we 
go round to care and residential homes and other places singing to all the folks. 

Many thanks, Gerald (Secretary and Tour Manager)
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Under 8s, once again, are having great fun on the pitch 
showing an array of skills. Pressing the ball is our next phase 
of learning and we love seeing the players desire to win the 
ball back. Riley has been our stand out performer this month.

Under 13s have been hit heavily by the weather and games 
have been effected. Many of our players are flying the 
Popley flag on the School District stage. Well done team! 
We are looking for new recruits for the new season 2019/20 
(Year 8 and 9 in September). For more details contact our 

club at clubsec@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk

Under 14s - A tough set of fixtures were facing the team during our last Popley Matters 
update with games against teams battling it out for the Premiership title. We faced a 
very strong Aldershot team at home where the players provided a great performance 
but ultimately were undone by some great play from Aldershot in a 3-0 loss. Next 
up were last seasons Champions in Fleet Town and after taking a deserved lead we 
were pegged back 2-1. The team responded well to make it 2-2 but the quality of the 
opposition meant a 4-2 loss. Great performance and the opposition were full of praise 
for our players.

Zak Collingwood

Well, the snow well and truly got in our way last 
month, as we’re sure it did yours! We hope you are 
all safe and, unlike Bryan’s ribs, didn’t suffer too 
much from slips, trips and falls.

We had to cancel the February working group due 
to the adverse weather, but the good news is we had some great photos sent in to our 
Facebook page by Paul. Why not head on over to our Marnel and Popley Conservation 
Volunteers to check it out. We’ll be adding in an extra session when the weather is a 
bit more pleasant.

Even better news is that our resident expert, Allan, has been down to the ponds since 
and spotted all three species of newt mating. The plan is to go down one evening and 
look for further signs of movement but it really looks like all our hard work is paying,  
really paying, off!! Wahoo!!  

If you have any questions or queries, as the usual advise goes, please email us at 
popleyponds@gmail.com or nip on over to our Facebook page.
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Are you planning to pop the question any time soon?
If you are, make sure you do not just put a ring on their fi nger – give 
consideration to a prenuptial agreement.
That is the advice of solicitor Hayley Eachus, who is a member of 
the Family Law team at Phillips.
She says rather than being regarded as something unromantic and 
mercenary, prenups should be considered by anyone contemplating 
marriage.  

Marriage is about love and sharing the rest of your lives together, but in the eyes of the 
law, it is a contract between two people and it deals with the fi nancial consequences 
of the marriage ending.
Naturally, you are not going into marriage thinking that your relationship might break 
down, but unfortunately that happens more frequently nowadays, so here are just a 
few good reasons why you should have a prenup:
• If you are much wealthier than your partner, then a prenup can ensure that your partner 
is marrying you for all the right reasons;
• If you are remarrying and you have children from a previous marriage, own a home or 
other signifi cant assets, then a prenuptial agreement can ensure that when you pass 
away, your assets are distributed according to your wishes, and that neither your fi rst 
family, nor your new family are cut off ;
• If you own part of a business and your marriage ends, your spouse could end up 
having an interest in your share of your business if you do not have a prenup. You and 
your business partners may not want this to happen; and
• It may seem tough to talk about your loving, committed relationship as if it were a 
business arrangement and it may seem unromantic, but if you can sit down and discuss 
your future plans and expectations, logically rather than emotionally, you will fi nd it 
much easier.  This may also prevent highly contested divorce proceedings, if you were 
ever to separate.
A legal professional like Hayley will help you to understand the diff erent kinds of issues 
that might be covered in a prenup. The better informed you are, the easier it will be 
for you to explain things to your 
intended spouse.
Contact Hayley if you would like any 
help with this or any other personal 
matter by calling 01256 854633 or 
email hayley.eachus@phillips-law.
co.uk
For more information about the 
Family Law services offered by 
Phillips Solicitors please visit www.
phillips-law.co.uk/family
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 WHATS ON IN JANUARY: 
MONDAY:   12.30-2.30pm  Bingo!!
   7.00-8.00pm  Yoga with Tory 
   7.30-10.00pm  Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:   9.30-11.30am  Popley Little People
   7.15-10.00pm  Bingo (13th November – End March)
   5.15-7.15pm   Sama Karate
WEDNESDAY: 9 and 11am  Slimming World with Jo
   11.45am-1.30pm  Oasis Lunch Club
   5.30 & 7.30pm Slimming World with Julia
THURSDAY:  9.30-11.30am  Community Café
   3.50-6.30pm  Dance (15th November – End March)
   7-9pm  4 Fits Sake 
FRIDAY:       10am-12pm  NHS Dairy free parents group (Last Friday of the month)
   6.15-9.15pm  Friday Youth Club
SATURDAY:  9.15am-4pm  7TH Day Adventist Church
   10am   Sabbath School – Bible Study
   11.30am   Divine Worship
   1pm   Free Community Lunch

   Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812
SUNDAY:   Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip Keeble on 462351 for times of 

services.   

IT‛S STARTED!!! Very exciting times here at Melrose 
Hall, after 5 years of planning and many hurdles our 
extension and refurbishment has fi nally started. The 
hall is open as normal, please follow the signs and 
use the side entrance. All plans can be viewed in the 
offi ce. We anticipate it will be fi nished in late July so 

join us for our relaunch party in the summer. Follow the progress on our 
Faceb ook page and website.

Looking for a venue for your party or group? Ring Vicki on 01256 420676 
or e-mail us melrosehall2@gmail.com for hire information or to arrange 
a tour. Or fi nd us at www.Melrosecommunityassociation.co.uk or on 
facebook.
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https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
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Message Sent By
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Dear Friends

It’s coming to the end of February already and in the news this morning you would think the 
world has gone bonkers.  The tensions continue in the Middle East; the migrant crisis; tensions 
concerning the world economy with the confrontation over trade tariff s between China and 
the USA; and closer to home, the dreaded Brexit.  

Should we be anxious or afraid?  Jesus said, “When you hear of wars and rumours of wars do 
not be afraid, these things must happen!”  Thinking about it, most of the tensions we read about 
or hear about through the media boil down to one thing and one thing only – the use and abuse 
of power!  Power over individuals, power over communities and nations, power over wealth 
and resources; it is essentially human sin and rebellion against God that causes these abuses 
whether international, national or personal, that is to say in our own lives and relationships too!

In the few short weeks of Lent, marked by Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) and Ash Wednesday 
we have time to prepare for one of the great events of the Christian calendar, Palm Sunday.  
This is the day that marks the beginning of the holiest of weeks in the Christian year.  Palm 
Sunday is the day we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of the last week of 
his earthly life.  As Jesus and his followers approach Jerusalem, crowds rush out to lay down 
a carpet of palm fronds (hence Palm Sunday) and cloaks as they welcome him with cries of 
“hosanna to the Son of David”. Sadly those cries all too quickly turn to shouts of “Crucify 
Him.” It was the abuse of power that led to the events of that week.

Lent is the time of preparation.  It is not necessarily a time to give up something, but rather to 
deeply examine our hearts and lives and surrender to God those attitudes – things we think, 
say or do – that cause hurt to others, those abuses of power.  It is a diffi  cult but worthwhile 
journey to make and has the power to change the direction of our lives.  It is not one we make 
alone!  Jesus promised his followers that He would be with them wherever they go and there is 
nowhere that Jesus has not been.  So no matter what situation you may think you are in, Jesus 
promises that it can be changed and that He will be with you on that journey.
I hope that this Lent, rather than giving something up you might consider taking something up! 
Perhaps you might take some time out to think about your life; your past, present and future 
and invite Jesus to shine His light into those places in your heart where you would rather not 
go and that you would allow Him to forgive, to heal and to restore you.  
I pray that Lent and Easter will be a time of real blessing for you and your families.  Please 
do come along to any (or all) of our Easter Services, I can promise you’ll be most warmly 
welcomed.

Your friend and vicar
Revd. Arthur

St Gabriel’s Church, Popley.
www.stgabrielspopley.net

01256 324734
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IPS hair 
Styling for the whole family 

£5 OFF 

With this voucher 

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to  
style your hair in the comfort of your own home  

 

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199  
                      01256 363600 

www.ipshair.co.uk 

£30 
Cut & Blow Dry 

Only £25 

Qualifi ed Plumber and Property 
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen refi ts

Plumbing and Heating
Certifi ed Gas and Electric Works

Plastering, Painting and 
Decorating
Carpentry

Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/

SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge

Free Estimates
Call Mickey

Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfi sh@hotmail.com

563148

YOUR LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH  
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT 
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware & 

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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Probus Hears about Thornycoft in Basingstoke
Today Morrison’s supermarket sits on part of the site Thornycroft established 
their works on when moving from Chiswick to Basingstoke in 1898. The 
Thornycroft roundabout is close by.
Garry Bone, a director of the Thornycroft Society, gave an insight of the 
changing fortunes of Thornycroft in a presentation to the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke.

Thornycroft steam powered lorries were supplied to the British Army from the Boer War 
onwards, with commercial versions sold to many retail customers.  Introducing petrol engines 
in the early 1900s saw Thornycroft making cars until 1913 henceforth concentrating on lorry 
and bus production.
During WW1 over 5,000 J Type lorries were produced with many adaptions. They also made 
marine engines, trench mortars, depth charge throwers and munitions.
Post war saw surplus military vehicles depressing new orders but by the mid 1920s the company 
was rising again.  Many orders for lorries came from railway companies with about half of the 
output exported.
By the 1930s eleven models of lorries were reduced to turn round the loss making Thornycroft. 
In 1930 they had 1800 employees reducing to 731 by 1936 returning to profi tability.
WW2 saw Thornycroft working 24 hours a day with 2,500 employees, over 800 being women. 
Specialist military vehicles were made, two pounder and 17pounder guns, torpedo parts and 
many engine parts. 2,000 Nippy and Sturdy lorries were made for civilian work.
1948 saw the subsidiary company Transport Equipment (Thornycroft) Ltd formed.  The 
introduction of the Mighty Antar heavy duty tractor unit was very successful with the UK military 
using this vehicle in many guises as its main heavy transporter.
Associated Commercial Vehicles (ACV) bought TET in 1961. Basingstoke would concentrate 
on the Mighty Antar, Big Ben and Nubian heavy duty vehicles.  Leyland Group bought AVC 
in 1962, whose subsidiary, Scammell, also produced specialised lorries which led to reducing 
orders for Basingstoke.
In 1972 British Leyland sold the Basingstoke works to the Eaton Corporation of Ohio. Employees  
reduced from 1,100 to 738 with the pledge to keep them in its transmission business. This did 
not last long as the last lorry was built in 1972 and the works sold in January 1973. 
(Bob Clarke is  acknowledged as  providing many of  the above s ta t is t ics)
See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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Mark:  07968 808454   
 markmsph@gmail.com  

Greg:  07766 111302   
 info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk 

www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk   

NO CALL OUT CHARGE AND FREE QUOTATIONS

All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken 
Bathroom Design and Installation Service 
Including tiling, flooring, lighting & decorating  
Landlord Safety Certificates  
Gas Boiler service, breakdown and replacement  
Oil & Gas Boiler installation: Ideal, Worcester & Grant   
Water Softeners 
Digital shower / pumps and replacement  
Tap replacement or repair  
Unvented hot water  
Gledhill, Megaflo & all makes of cylinders  
Wireless room thermostats / heating control upgrade  
Hive and Nest installation 

Proud members of 

96519

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165
7 London Road

Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717
Trading

Standards
approved

SpenceSpencerr&
Peyton Ltd

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

ON SITE FLORIST

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons
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David Cowling 
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Are you a parent or carer looking for something to do with 
your baby or toddler?

THURSDAY TOTS
Parent and Toddler Group

Thursdays from 9.30 – 11am 
at Popley Fields.  £2 a family

Activities include craft and painting, play 
doh, stories, song time and a snack, as well 

as lots of toys!

For more information contact Popley Fields on 01256 
414494 or fi nd us on Facebook at Thursday Tots, Popley.

What are we doing next?  
28th February - masks
7th March – paint stampers
14th March – faces craft
21st March – planting cress
28th March – Mothers Day cards
4th April – bug hunt
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UNIQUE BLOCK 
PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Driveways & Patios 
Walls

Fencing
Cleaning of existing drives 

and patios 

No job too small 
Daily rates for labour only or supply 

and fit 

Fully insured, local tradesman 

Free, no obligation quote. 
01256 474912 

Or
 07973 865359 

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 

Non-causƟ c 
Ovens, hobs, extractors and 

microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟ ons every Ɵ me 
Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 

www.horizonsatellites.co.uk

Family Run Business Est 1988Family Run Business Est 1988

012556012556 81 6 84182 8418600 6 84186001256 841860
Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TBEssex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

tes.co.ukinfo@horizonsatellites.co.ukinfo@horizonsatellites.co.uk

HORIZ N
SATELLITE & AERIALS
Sound & Vision

● Aerial & Dish Installations
   Freeview, Sky, European & Freesat Installations.  
   Your only local Sky authorised Dealer.

● Freeview, Sky or Freesat on additional TVs
   Magic Eye control & HD on multiple TVs. 
   Phone & Ethernet points.

● Tuning & set up of your equipment
   Advice for Digital, Audio & Smart Equipment. Cable tidying. 
   Weak/low signal improvement

● TV Wall Installation
   Free site survey.  System planning & advice.  Hidden cabling.

● Sonos Sound Sytems
● CCTV Installations

● WiFi Signal Improvement

Astral TV Repair
LCD-PLASMA-LED T.V. Repairs

All Makes of TV-DVR,
Retunes Undertaken. 

Any faulty, damage, Unwanted 
LCD-LED  TVs

Picked up Free Of Charge, Save 
you taken them to the tip.

Popley based engineer

Call
 Mike 01256 363831

Mobile 077321 83035
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade Newsletter
 This month our younger group have been learning all about conservation, understanding 
and applying techniques around the home to help save the environment and save money (a nice 
bonus for the parents). They all have been given the challenge to bring along a friend to BB and 
show them what we get up to, a great way to spread the word of BB and increase our ranks.
 Our older section’s classes have been a bit more practical. One week we found out 
what fi rst aid is and some of the basic practices when fi nding an injured person. They have also 
been learning about what bullying is, unfortunately it is a continuous issue that some schools 
and young people have to face but educating them will hopefully help them if they ever are.
 As part of a joint event with another Boys’ Brigade group, 3rd Basingstoke, we arranged 
a games evening for the young people. This evening saw both companies join forces and challenge 
each other to see who was the best. Games were played, certifi cates were presented and snacks 
were demolished, a great evening had by all.

 We’re recruiting?
 We are looking for new members to join both our age groups, 5-10 and 10-18yo. If you’d 
like to see what we are about come for a taster session on a Monday evening, 6:15 - 7:15pm 
(5-10yo) and 7:00-9:00pm (10-18yo). 
 Contact us on 07775 535434 or drop us an email at 6thbasingstokebb@gmail.com.

Old Basing Tennis Club
 Do you fancy playing tennis? If so, we would love to hear from you! Old 
Basing Tennis Club is a small (4 all weather courts) club which has a Club House and 
is set in the Recreation Ground in Old Basing. There is nothing better than playing 
tennis outside in such a lovely location. As well as Club Nights we also have teams 
playing in the Basingstoke and District Tennis League. We run a Summer Tournament 
for all members and hold many social evenings, including our Annual Quiz and a 
Skittles Night. We are delighted that JBTennis will be coaching at our Club this year. 
Junior coaching takes place on Tuesdays from 4.00 - 5.00pm - please contact Jamie 
and Ben directly for more information: jbtennisacademy1@gmail.com. 
 If you would like to find out more about the Club please do contact us, we 
would love to hear from you. 
 Please email our Secretary, Jan: OBTC.Information@gmail.com 
 Or message us on Facebook: @oldbasingtennisclub 
 Or visit our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/OldBasingTennisClub
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LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Domestic Fencing, Gates, 
Patios, Paths, Driveways,

Garden Clearances, 
Grass & Hedge Cutting, 

Turf Laying, Patio Cleaning.
Family Run Business, Fully Insured 

Competitive Prices, Free Quotes
01256 883881
07940 569833

JBDRIVE
James Bone

ADI M: 07823884522

Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded

GoodPassratesFullyinsuredDual control car

Patient friendlyinstructor, learnat yourownpace
with 1to1lessonsincl Evenings&Weekends

SinglelessonDiscount for holdersof
Student NHSorForcesIDcards

10 Hours for £260
£29 per Hour
£28 P/h students

E: JBDRIVE@Live.com
WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk

KIDS  NURSERY IN POPLEY 

We offer inclusive childcare provision for 
children from 3 months to 4 years. We 

are open 51 weeks of the year 8am-6pm 

SPACES AVAILABLE 

Please Contact: 01256 464750 

KIDS Nursery, Shakespeare Road, 
Popley, Basingstoke, Hampshire,  

                       RG24 9BP 

Language Academy
Classes for:
• Babies/ Pre-schoolers
• Primary school children
• Secondary school children
• Adults
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Chineham Library
 Following on from the successful Drama 4 All and Harry Potter events, on 2nd April 
we have an event for adults entitled ‘Who Killed Pamela Ware’. Commencing at 6.30pm, the 
evening takes the form of a presentation by former police offi  cer Graeme Sheppard expounding 
his theories about the crime.  Tickets costing £3 can be obtained from the library or the online 
shop. Should be a very enlightening evening. 
 All our regular adult activities will take place this month, with the crime reading group 
on 16th March and the general reading group on 30th March, both meeting at 10.30am. The writing 
group will meet on 7th March from at 5.30pm. The Stay and Play reading group for pre-school 
parents meets on 13th March. Both these groups would particularly welcome new members.  Age 
Concern will continue to off er computer tuition for the over 50s on Wednesday mornings. To 
book places please contact their offi  ce on: 01256 423874 and availability is good at present. 
 Children’s activities also continue in their normal pattern. Rhymetimes take place on 
Tuesday mornings, with sessions for under ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. Saturdays there 
is a craft session on the fi rst Saturday of the month to drop-in between 10am-12pm, and all other 
weeks we hold pre-school storytime at 11am. Construction Club providing Lego and Duplo to 
play with runs from 2.00 – 3.30pm every Saturday. The Chatterbooks children’s reading and craft 
group will meet on 14th March at 3.45pm. Places for the next term’s Code Club can be booked 
via the library. 
 We hope to see you in the Library soon and  remember to check social media for the 
latest details of our activities.

Cathy Foster

Poppies School of Dance 
 Budding dance enthusiasts of all ages in the area now have an amazing opportunity 
to enhance their dancing skills thanks to one budding local entrepreneur. Poppies School of 
Dance, renamed and re-energised from its former entity and now managed by Jess Carpenter, 
aims to provide the basis for local people, young and old, to join other like-minded local 
residents in their love of dance. 
 "I've always been involved in dance since a very young age", said Jess.
 "Dance is something which anyone can do no matter what their age or skill level, and 
is a great way to keep fit as well as meeting new people and making new friends".
 Assisted by many friends and family, Poppies School of Dance and the dancing skills 
they teach is rapidly becoming a popular local dance school with many former students having 
returned in recent months as well as a growing list of new dancers joining the ranks. Adult Tap 
Classes is a recent idea which Jess has recently introduced and is proving a big favourite with 
many people who have never danced before.
 "It's a lovely way to let off some energy and to meet up with other people once a 
week" one such dancer said.
 Poppies School of Dance currently runs classes every Tuesday evening and Saturday 
morning at Popley Fields Community Centre. For further details please contact Jess Carpenter 
at poppiesschoolofdance@outlook.com



1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

FOR
Heating Installations

Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing

Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks

Power Flushing

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

CALL
Jamie Davenport

Tel No:  01256 398611
Mobile No:  07876 687422

212273

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN 

We offer high quality care in a happy secure 
 and stimulating environment 

Term time only for children 2 years to school age 
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week 

Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff 
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area  

and a playground 
 Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING 

Nursery Grants available 

For a prospectus call in or contact us  
on 075 287 26248 

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

“Well, our accountant does our 
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves 
us a load of tax, monitors our 
cash flow and our financial 
performance, makes sure we 
comply with HMRC rules, takes 
an active interest and is 
always there when we have a 

problem…  they 
even handle our 
HR issues, so quite 
a lot really.”

What do accountants
ever do for businesses? 

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book 
your FREE business review with an active
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers 
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in 
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.

Saving you time. Saving you tax. Saving you money.
Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU 

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk

INSPIRED BUSINESS THINKING
LawrenceYoung



FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off  Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
 • Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
 We fi ll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
 There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your 
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or 
Private.
 Among our many services we off er:- blood pressure check, diabetic, 
cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation area for 
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our 
qualifi ed Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available. 
We hold a comprehensive stock of motability equipment for hire or 
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER


