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Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 7:30am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

If you don’t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your

repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.

Among our many services we offer:- blood pressure check,
diabetic, cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness
by our qualified Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of motability equipment for
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm



Message from the Editor: November and a few short weeks to
Christmas! The weather “experts” predict a very cold winter the coldest for many
years; however I seem to remember them saying the same for last year? It probably
is as well to prepare for it though so I have got the grit/salt in to keep the path clear
and of course the driveway in front of the garage. A gentle reminder that the salt
bins provided and refilled by Hampshire County Council are not there for use on
your property, they are to keep the roads and highways clear. 
Paul and I are really excited that after forty five years since our family’s vision,
Popley Community Park will be a wonderful family leisure park that residents of
all ages will be able to enjoy all year round. Developer money towards play
facilities has now been released and how the 406K is spent is up to you. There will

be a public consultation so watch out in the next couple of weeks; it will be advertised on the council
website and in the Gazette. We will put the information on our Popley Matters 200 page, Pride of Popley
and any other page we can so hopefully you can share it. If you have any difficulties email us. More about
Popley Community Park on page 12.
We are working with Jean Homes-Morris and Melrose Hall to set up a Memory Club to be held weekly in
Melrose Hall but we need help before we can start as we need volunteers (training will be given). When
Paul and I were Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane we were lucky enough to visit some Memory Clubs for
people with all levels of dementia. A great time is had by all and the carers get a break knowing their loved
ones are safe and being looked after. Read about the appeal on page 12. It would be great if we can get it
set up over the next few weeks.
HELP;- Popley Matters needs some more deliverers for Abbey Road from 426 to
611, all the John Hunt and Glaziers area as our deliverer will be moving away. If
you can do just the road you live in it all helps. Chaucer Close is also a permanent
round needed but we also need volunteers to cover for three months for Burns,
Marlowe and Wordsworth. All help would be gratefully received!
We welcome articles from groups and clubs, especially residents who might like

to write about their hobbies or their history of living in Popley. Email the Editor at
editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Deliverers are always needed and welcomed too  it
can be half an hour a month or more if you can? Please contact me at either 405
Abbey Road, phone me on 01256 819924, or e-mail me.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfield; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Martin and Chansopha Biermann;
Charmaine Chapman; Jo Cousins; Pam Crouzieres; Tricia Dennis; Pat Hamilton; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy
Jackman; Terry Jones; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood; Christopher Martin; Milly Mcgann; Vera Mitchell; Peter Moore;
Luke Simmonds; Alan Simpsons; Christine Spencer; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Gell Toungue; Richard Townsend; Janet Ward; Carole
Wetton; Carole Wheeler 

Advertising Index
Everest Health and Leisure Centre Open Day

Page 1
Jonathan Williams Independent Funeral
Directors Page 2
Peter’s Chinese Fish & Chips Page 2
Everest Health and Leisure Club Page 2
Roller Garage Doors Centre Page 5
Blue Angel Live-in Home Care Page 5
JBDrive Page 8
Roots Page 8
M H Autos Page 8
Rayner Appliance Care Ltd Page 8

Phillips Solicitors Page 10
Mitosu Page 11
Aurbi Custom Printing and Emboidery

Page 11
St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair Page 13
Genevieve Moody Dance Page 16
Prudence Online Tuitions Page 16 
Shirley Sweets Treats Page 16
Mickey’s Handyman Services Page 16
Your Local Locksmith Page 18
IPS Hair Page 18
Niall Catlin Plumbing and Heating Page 18
Mark Smith Plumbing and Heating Page 23

K.G.Matthews Carpentry Page 23
Spencer and Peyton Ltd Page 23
Motor Parts Direct Page 25
Ovenclean Page 25
Unique Block Paving Page 25
Kids Nursery Popley Page 25
Everest Community Academy Page 27
1st Response InsideBP
Piccolo Pre-school Nursery InsideBP
Lawrence Young Ltd InsideBP
Fastfare Store Back Page
Fastfare Pharmacy Back Page

Thank you for your support.

Sub Editor
Paul Frankum

Editor
Jane Frankum

st

Heating & Plumbing

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades

Servicing
Breakdowns

Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

212273



Page 1Page 28



Page 2

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

(24hrs)

Chinese Food and Fish &
Chips to take away

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke
01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)
Opening Hours

Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm

Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
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Open Evening/Mornings
We have recently held our open evening and mornings at the school; we
hope that next year’s potential students and parents liked what they saw.
Year 11 Students from academic year 2018/19
We are holding our annual GCSE awards evening on Thursday 21st
November when awards and certificates will be handed out to our past year
students.
OAPs’ Christmas Lunch—6th December
We are again holding our  annual OAPs’ Christmas Lunch on Friday 6th
December here at the school between  noon and 2.00pm.  We look forward
to welcoming all those  in the Community who consider themselves to be an
OAP; just ring the school on 01256 465547 to book your place.

Start of Year 11 Mocks—Monday 11th November
GCSE 2018/19  Yr 11 students  Awards Evening—Thursday 21st November

Annual OAPs’ Christmas Lunch—Friday 6th December
Term Ends—Friday 13th December
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Popley West: Great news-the section
106 money of 406K has been officially released
to be spent on play facilities and improvement
to the area in Popley Community Park.  At our
meeting with the officers of the council we
said that we wanted residents to have the
choices and options to help design and improve
the facilities, to make this a real family friendly
park that can be enjoyed by everyone no matter
what ability or age they are.  We think that
one of the big issues is the broken, rusty and
torn fencing around the whole site. The
entrance is ugly and boring so ideas there
please? 45 years ago my late husband Ken and
I said what a waste of the area it was as it was
being used as a dumping ground. We didn’t
know how we would do it but every chance
we had over the years when any grants were
available we pushed to improve the facilities,
With the help of residents, friends and family,
we campaigned and got it slowly into the park
it is today. Now Paul and I are delighted to be
able to ask you to join us to develop it into an
even better facility for us all to enjoy, a place
where friends and families can meet and enjoy
the outdoors.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

County Councillor Report: I met five Mums by the traffic lights for the crossing from Tintern
Close up to Don Allen Drive as the timings were completely out. It is impossible to cross the road as they
only allowed 6 seconds to cross. The residents told me that cars were rolling forward and sometimes
honking their horns. I was horrified as to how many people just took a chance and crossed. I saw parents
with children not using the traffic light system. I know there is a subway and I saw no one use it at all. The
underpass is steep and has often been flooded. The crossings were put there for the safe crossing for
residents going to schools and to allow for all the development and when the shops are completed and
open. I contacted Hampshire County Council with my grave concerns and they are going to monitor and
adjust them. I impressed on them how urgent and serious I felt this issue was. Thank you Emma who came
all the way from Ringwood and met us at 8.15am 21st and agreed. The timings have now been doubled
before the red man comes on and, because of the sensors, traffic will not be held up any longer.
I was also contacted about the “20 is Plenty” notices along Popley Way near schools. These signs were put
up a few years ago as a safety measure in conjunction with the schools. Some have slipped down or been
vandalised so I have contacted the Schools Safety Team and asked that they be put back to the proper height.
Thank you to the residents that brought this to my attention. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email
jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk

Popley East: The improvement works to
Shakespeare Road have now been completed
and have generally been well received. As part
of the works a bus shelter was installed at the
stop close to Keats Close. However, although
some improvements were made to the stop near
to Marlowe Close, HCC’s plans didn’t include a
shelter there. We listened to local residents and
managed to negotiate the provision of a shelter
which has now been put in place.
So many residents have contacted us regarding
the problems with the waste collection service.
These have included the failure to collect the
waste from communal bin stores (in some cases
for weeks on end), missed assisted collections
and many other missed collections of both
general waste, recycling and garden waste
following the change of collection date. Concerns
have also been raised about the use of resident’s
bins as ‘slave’ bins where one resident’s bin is
used to collect the waste from others. David
chaired the Scrutiny Committee where these
problems were discussed and Janet led the
representations on behalf of Popley East
residents. In the face of all the criticism the
Council Leader admitted how the service had
failed residents and assured us that the use of
‘slave bins’ will cease. Let us know if you continue
to have problems.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 
Non-causƟc 

Ovens, hobs, extractors and 
microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟons every Ɵme 
Don’t forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Hello everyone. Well Christmas is now approaching very
fast and myself and the team have been busy working
out all the activities for December. So here it is hot off the
press:- White Christmas Show in London; United Reform

Church for our Christmas meal in London Street, Old Basing Christmas
Lunch Club followed by an auction and Christmas songs; pub lunch; and
of course the St Andrew's Christmas Carol's afternoon with mince pies.
Myself, members and volunteers will all be sick and tired of all the
Christmas food come Christmas Day.
If you know of anyone aged over 60 that has become isolated within their
own homes or may need a befriending service then please get in touch
wi th mysel f  v ia  my emai l  f rancesca.wi ldash@mha.org.uk.  
I hope to be speaking to some of the Popley residents in the near future
and helping to stop the feeling of isolation within our local community. 

Many thanks
Francesca Wildash 

Community programme coordinator for MHA “Live at Home” 
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The U8s have had a great start to the season and are
playing very well, remembering what they have learnt
and showing the progress they have made from last
season. Coach Darryl Bradbury has said that he couldn’t
be any happier with their progress. 

Our U15s good form continues with four wins from our
last four games, with results against Fleet Spurs (4-1),
Manor Colts (7-2 and 5-0) and most recently Farnham

Town (16-0). Some great performances during these games which will hopefully
continue in the busy schedule up to Christmas.

You can get regular updates on Twitter, @MFC_PopleyYouth and by using the
hashtags #MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.  
MFC Popley Youth, FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner
Club, has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team
pages), and you can also find us on Instagram.
We also have a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and
accessories - www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/.
For more information, or if you have any queries, please contact the club through
our main website: http://mfcpopleyyouth-co-uk.bisongrid.com.  

Zak Collingwood
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As part of on-going efforts to tackle crime (across Basingstoke) in the area, we would
like to keep residents up to date with relevant crime prevention advice, so that you
have a better awareness of how you may protect yourself and your belongings.
Due to a recent spate of theft from vehicle offences in the area, we would like to offer
some simple but crucial advice, and seeing as Christmas will soon be upon us, we
would also like to offer some advice that is particularly important at this time of year.
Remember – most of these offences are opportunist in nature – by taking even

simple precautions you can greatly reduce your likelihood of becoming a victim.
Theft from vehicle:

• Most offences of theft from vehicle are opportunist. When leaving your car, close all windows
and lock your car. This is the best way to protect your belongings.

• Upon locking your vehicle try your car door to ensure it is actually locked!
• Take all your personal possessions with you and do not leave items on display.
• Even items of little value, such as shopping bags and clothing, may tempt a potential thief

to break into the vehicle to see whether they contain anything worth stealing. They may even be tempted
by such things as coins for the car park, sunglasses, packs of medication or other items that can earn
quick cash.

• Fit an alarm or immobiliser to your car. 
• Register your possessions for free at www.immobilise.com – in doing so you will assist the

police in returning your property should it be lost or stolen. 
• Secure your number plates with tamper-resistant screws. The easiest way to change the

identity of a stolen vehicle or avoid speeding tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen number plates.
Using security screws to attach your vehicle’s number plates makes it harder for thieves to get your
number.

• Fit locking, anti-tamper wheel nuts to secure alloy wheels. Stolen wheels are valuable, either
as parts or for their scrap value. Using locking wheel nuts reduces the risk of your vehicle’s wheels
being stolen.

• Secure anything that’s on the outside of your vehicle. Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate
racks, holiday top boxes or in tool chests are easily stolen when the vehicle is parked. The use of cable
locks, padlocks and self-locking tools chests, which are secured to the vehicle, makes them more
secure, but still, don’t leave things in them if you can avoid it.

• Report all suspicious activity or offences to the police. Even if we cannot take immediate
action it well help us build a better picture of the issue which will help us combat it more effectively in
the long-run. 
Advice for the Festive Period:

• Do not advertise your absence.
• When you go out at night make it appear that someone is home. Draw the curtains, and

leave a light on. You could always put a lamp or radio on a timer switch. 
• Use timer switches, available from DIY stores, to switch on lights and other appliances.
• Don’t leave Christmas presents in view of a window. 
• If you are buying or receiving valuable gifts such as bikes, mobiles or electrical items register

them for free at www.immobilise.com in doing so you will assist the police in returning your property
should it be lost or stolen.

• Dispose of present packaging carefully as empty boxes left outside can advertise that you
have goods inside.

• Refrain from keeping large amounts of cash at home. 
• A secure home will reduce the chance of a burglary. Make sure windows and doors are

locked every time you leave the house. 
• Avoid leaving tools and ladders lying around that could assist someone get into your home. 
• Never allow people into your home unless you are expecting them or have made arrangements

with the company beforehand.
• Never buy goods and services at the door or give away personal information.
• If you are going away don’t advertise this fact on social networking sites such as Facebook.
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K.G.Matthews
Carpentry and Construction

All types of Carpentry
work including:

• Kitchen and Bedroom
units

• Stairs,
Locks and Doors

• Also Home
Improvements 

For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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Spaces at Beavers

Good evening everyone, we're in need of some new
Beavers! If you have a child aged 5.75 (almost 6) to age 7, please could
you let them know that 1st Popley are looking for new recruits? We meet
Tuesdays 5-6pm, St Gabriel's Church, Popley Way. Many thanks! 

Autumn is always an exciting time in our
school; new classes, new uniforms and a whole
new Year R intake to warmly welcome to the
school. Everyone has settled in wonderfully
and we can now look forward to the upcoming
academic year.
Year R have been making themselves at home

in our school. They’ve had great fun exploring the outdoor area,
making new friends and learning the new routines.  In Year 1 we have
begun to introduce our new topic – ‘If you go down to the woods
today’ and have been developing a new style of outdoor provision
throughout all our learning. Year 2 have hit the ground running with
their yearly campaign (every year group run a campaign each year
which aims to highlight an issue important to them) and are looking
at the damaging effects single use plastic has on the environment
and what impact this will have on their lifetime. Year 2 parents have
been nagged by their children and have been tallying their plastic
use at home!
Our governing body is looking for a new co-opted governor to assist
the governing body. Their main aim is to maintain and improve the
standard of education for all pupils, of all abilities. Their role is to
oversee the development of the school and work alongside the Head
Teacher providing support. Should you wish to be considered for
this role please contact the Chair of Governors – Johnathan Richards
on Johnathan.Richards@oldbasing.hants.sch.uk for more information.
If your child is starting school next September we have an Open
Morning on 29th November for prospective parents for the 2020/2021
cohort.  Please call our school office on 01256325704 to make
appointment.
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Hello dear Readers, 
I hope you have had a wonderful and spooky Halloween and the sugar-rush from all the
sweets have now worn off. 
I am looking forward to the many fireworks displays for Guy Fawks Night taking place in and
around Basingstoke. Every year, I have to remind myself why we celebrate Bonfire night. It
marks the anniversary of the discovery of an aƩempt, by a man called Guy Fawkes, to blow
up the houses of Parliament in 1605. Whatever his moƟves might have been, I believe the
fireworks display to be a great way to spend quality Ɵme with family and friends and look
forward to Christmas. It also means that I can now openly relish the mulled wine and mince
pies. 
The naƟonal news has been awash with Brexit recently but the 16 year old Greta Thunberg
shone a renewed bright light on the fragility of Earth. Her message about climate change was
nothing new to any of us. However, seeing a passionate speech from a teenager did make me
sit back and listen. The Swede even took the boat to America to aƩend the UN and reportedly
mainly travelled by train to keep her carbon footprint low. It made me think; maybe I could
do my part in saving the planet, however small my contribuƟon. I will not be able to walk
from Popley to my place of work every day or cancel the summer holidays, but there are
other things that I can do. 
I am aware of the benefits of recycling and I will now be more diligent in sorƟng out the
rubbish. I do someƟmes feel that I need a degree to demysƟfy the various logos on the
innumerable amount of packaging we receive but I could take a couple of seconds to make
sure everything recyclable is recycled. Social media and various TV programmes have pointed
out the perils of single-use plasƟcs. We all know about the effect of plasƟc bags, but all the
drinks and household cleaning products are packaged in what is called single-use plasƟcs.
Most of these items are not recyclable and they do not biodegrade, hence filling up landfills
and ending up in the oceans. Therefore, I think I will follow the fashionable trend and buy a
reusable coffee cup, snazzy reusable water boƩle and say no to plasƟc straws when I am out.
I have also thought about the countless number of shampoo and shower gel boƩles siƫng
around the edge of my bath. Maybe, I might go back to the good old-fashioned soap bar;
instead of the single-use, plasƟc boƩled shower gel. I have also seen eco coƩon buds on the
shelves of a beauty store; which is a very easy swap to make. And I won’t be haunted by the
photo of a seahorse holding a plasƟc coƩon bud! Face wipes and baby wipes have also been
in the news recently. We have seen reports and accounts of flushable wipes being un-flushable
and fatbergs blocking our sewage system. Although it would be extremely difficult to give up
on baby wipes altogether, face wipes, and other types, are easier to subsƟtute. I have to
admit that I have given up on face wipes a few months ago and I have not looked back. A
simple face wash and hot water takes away even the hard wearing of waterproof make up.  
One small act, one small change to our habits could help towards saving the planet. What
would your act be?  AŌer all, we need to preserve this beauƟful Earth for our children and
grandchildren.

UnƟl next month,
Vina R 

Resident of Marnel Park 



Christmas Arrangements for Separated
Parents

Now is the time for separated parents to start thinking
about making Christmas arrangements.

While for many parents the festive season is a special
time of year, it can be a trying time after a divorce or

separation.
From a family law perspective, it is very important that you plan

your contact and visiting arrangements in a timely manner before the
hectic Christmas period.

Ideally, start discussing the situation with your children’s other
parent as early as possible, to give yourself plenty of time to come to an
arrangement about times and days to see the children.

If you are on amicable terms with your former partner, sit down
together with your diaries to record what is agreed to avoid future disputes.

If not, use an impartial third party or solicitor to liaise over access
and put it in writing.

Think about how to divide your children’s time over the festive
period, maybe having the children on Christmas Day every other year
and then making Boxing Day a second Christmas Day.

Remember Christmas is only a few days out of the whole year. It
can be a time of great joy and happiness for your family, so be prepared
to be flexible and try to remember to put the children first.

A little planning well before the holiday season starts can avoid a
lot of unnecessary stress and arguments.

Our experienced family solicitors are on hand to help you. They
have a wide range of expertise and experience to offer you the best
guidance. We will do what we can to help you
reach a fair outcome as quickly as possible.

For more information contact the Family
Law team at Phillips by calling 01256 460830.
You can contact Hayley Eachus directly by calling
01256  854633 o r  by  ema i l i ng
hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk
To find out more about Phillips and our services
visit www.phillips-law.co.uk.
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade 
Newsletter

October 4th saw Boys’ Brigade reach it’s 136th birthday; it started back in 1883
and is still going strong. Here are some facts about the Boys’ Brigade you might not
know; there are nearly 1,300 BB communities across the country driven by around
12,000 adult volunteers. Not only do we have national BB communities but Boys’
Brigade is a global community with groups in Australia, Malaysia and the United States
to name a few. 

All the young people are now back at school and that means one thing, parents
and guardians are no longer pulling their hair out to find something to do with the kids
and we’ve started our new class programme. As part of our 2 hour session we do on a
Monday night we run a 30 minute class, don’t worry it’s not like school, no equations
or fractions here. Our classes aim to teach our young people new skills and educate
them so they can go out and be better people. 

Great news! Boys’ Brigade has become an official partner with EasyFunding,
a free fundraising site that donates every time you buy through their website. Don’t
worry, it's completely free and easy to do. Search our name on the website
(www.easyfundraising.org.uk), click Support This Cause and then sign up. Shop with
the same companies and do your bit for our group, simple.

You can use the easyfundraising website to shop online with 4,000 retailers
such as Amazon, eBay, trainline, Just Eat, Argos, Next, Halfords and Sports Direct.

Marie Curie Collection
Friday 6th December 2019

Thank you very much for your generosity at Chineham Shopping
Centre back in March this year; we raised an incredible £823.75

Marie Curie Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their
home (although they are unable to provide nurses in the Basingstoke
area at this time they do have nurses in other parts of Hampshire).  There
is a 24/7 pilot being run in the Fareham and Eastleigh areas which
hopefully will be rolled out to Basingstoke in the future. 

The money is also used to pay for research into Palliative Care
which is shared with other organisations.

Tesco at the Chineham Shopping Centre have kindly invited Marie
Curie Care to collect on Friday 6 December 2019 so if you have an hour
or more to spare please call Sally or Sophie on 023 8026 3123 or register
for a collection near you.



Page 11

Chineham Library
Now we’ve had half term and Halloween we are entering the run-up to Christmas. Christmas
stock is already available to borrow, and Christmas-themed activities will be scheduled for
December. In conjunction with an event at the Chineham Centre, we are holding an extra
festive storytime followed by crafts on Saturday 14th December at 10am. Further details will
be available nearer the time. 
Regular children’s activities follow their usual pattern, with rhymetimes for under ones at
10am and over ones at 11am on Tuesday mornings. There are drop-in craft sessions every
first Saturday of the month from 10am to midday, and storytimes at 11am on all other Saturdays.
Construction Club takes place on all Saturday afternoons from 2 – 3.30pm. The Chatterbooks
group for primary school age children meets on 7th November from 3.45 – 4.45pm. 
Our general reading group meets at 10.30-11.30 on 24th November, and new members would
be welcome. Our friendly drop-in ‘Cuppa and Chat’ group now welcomes all ages and meets
weekly between 10.30 and midday on Wednesday. Why not try coming for a social drink one
week? There is a trio of crime talks given by Paul Stickler, with dates arranged for 5th
December, 9th January and 27th February starting at 6pm. Tickets costing £15 are obtainable
subject to availability from the library or the on-line shop. Paul Stickler is a retired police
commander, now working as a criminologist/crime historian so should be interesting and
knowledgeable. 
Chineham Library now has a small room available for hire, so if you are looking for a venue
for meetings or other events, which can be outside of opening hours, do get in touch. Further
details, including charges, are available from the library. Cathy Foster
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YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH

01256 464778
07557343492

NO CALL OUT
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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Appeal for Volunteers for Memory Club

We are looking to open a much-needed Memory Club in Melrose
Hall, but before we can we need volunteers to help us run it. There will
be four sessions of training to help you to work competently and
successfully and fulfil this vital role. This will be a fun and fulfilling role
and you will be helping members to have fun and keep healthy and
happy. It also gives the carers a few hours once a week to rejuvenate
and have a little time to themselves to relax. We hope to be able to start
the club by the end of this month.

If you are interested or want to learn more please contact Jean at
jeanho lmes12@gmai l . com or  tex t  07877538428  o r
jane@popleymatters.org.uk or text 07974098131.

Improvements to Popley Community Park
Unfortunately the council could not supply all the information we had hoped for in time

for Popley Matters, and what they sent was a short message: “Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council has exciting plans to provide improvements to play and recreational facilities within
Popley Community Park. Funded through developer contributions, the project will provide
additional play and open space facilities for the park.  The council would like to hear from residents
about what they would like to see and will be asking for views soon. Look out for posters in the
park, local shops and community venues or follow the council @BasingstokeGov on Facebook
or Twitter. We will be in touch again soon with updates on the consultation and when it will go
live etc.”

Over forty five years ago when my sons were very young we could not afford to go on
holidays and there was little then locally to go to that was free. The huge field that is now Popley
Community Park was a dumping ground for fly tipping and the council brought all the hedges and
tree branches to burn. Smoke billowed across the roads. Ken and I dreamed of a wonderful park
and said what a waste it was then, what a wonderful space to have a family park. We didn’t know
how we could achieve it but fate stepped in and I became a Councillor and my son Paul followed
a year later. The site was cleared, a few years later a BMX track was built there, but it never really
got used that much. Fate knocked at the door again and Popley got lots of regeneration so that
meant developer money. We negotiated with the Council officers that money should be spent on
really good leisure facilities and a family park that everyone could enjoy and should be able to
be enjoyed by all residents. As money became available the park started to grow, all the time
waiting till the biggest chunk of money would be released. Well now it has 406K and you, the
residents, will be consulted. Over many years we have spoken to people about what they would
like and a rough outline was drawn up that will include replacing the ugly rusty and broken
fencing, the concrete mound flattened to make more playable space, more equipment for play,
outdoor gym equipment, disabled friendly equipment, a running/walking track and a wildlife area
for schools to bring the children to learn about our ecology. You will decide; we might be lucky
enough to get it all. When my dear Ken was dying his final words were “look after Popley and
our park” and of course “I love you”, and we can now keep that promise  It has been an uphill
climb for Paul and Me but Kenny, it is going to happen. Hope he smiles down from heaven.
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Dear Friends,
There’s an old joke that goes something like this: Three ministers are discussing how they got rid of mice
in their churches.  The Pentecostal minister says "We prayed against their presence, and then they all
leŌ."  The BapƟst minister says "We preached against their presence, and then they all leŌ".   And the
Church of England minister says "We bapƟsed them all, and we haven't seen them in church since." If I’m
honest it feels a bit like that at Ɵmes in St Gabriel’s! 

It is one of the greatest privileges of my ministry to conduct Christenings  and they are always cause for
great celebraƟon.  It is always so lovely to meet parents, Godparents, family and friends and aŌerwards
there is usually a party somewhere with most probably, jelly and ice cream, where everyone can have a
great Ɵme.

Many of the parents say that they always mean to keep the promises they’ve made and bring their
children to church but once they stop coming as part of the preparaƟon it becomes harder and harder to
start again – mostly through a sense of embarrassment at not coming and what people might say or think
about them.

This isn’t uncommon!  How many Ɵmes do we make promises to family, friends, and neighbours, or
people we meet on holiday and get on well with? We promise to keep in touch with them “I’ll give you a
call” we say, and we always mean to, but the daily pressures of life seem to pile in and Ɵme goes by so
quick that before you know it months have slipped by and we feel so embarrassed about not keeping in
touch that we’re afraid to pick up the phone or sƟck our heads around the door for fear of rejecƟon. I
know because I’ve been there, done that and got the T-shirt!

It’s been my experience that this is most usually an irraƟonal fear! People are always glad to hear from
old friends or family that they haven’t seen or spoken to for a while – some folk are just glad to hear from
someone - anyone!

If you haven’t been to church for a while and you’ve been meaning to come but just feel too shy or that
it might be too embarrassing then may I invite you, personally, to come along one Sunday morning to St
Gabriel’s -  no quesƟons asked, no judgements passed, believe me when I say, it would be a pleasure to
see you and to remake old acquaintance, 

Jesus told the parable of the shepherd who lost one of his hundred sheep and leŌ the other ninety-nine
to go in search of that one that was lost. He is sƟll searching today for those that have wandered away,
longing to find them and to bring them home to great rejoicing.  In these uncertain Ɵmes we could all do
with the holding on to someone as changeless as the Son of God who promises a welcome to any who
would come to Him.

I conƟnue to look forward to seeing many of you soon and catching up on all your news. With every
blessing in Christ.

Your friend and Vicar
Revd. Arthur

St Gabriel’s Church, Popley
www.stgabrielspopley.net

01256 324734

PLEASE DO JOIN US FOR OUR SERVICE AND ACT OF REMEMBRANCE ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 10TH NOVEMBER
AT 11.00a.m.
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For everything sweet related
contact Sweet Treats. We make sweet cones
and party bags (to any theme), hen party
bags and wedding favours. We also have a
sweet cart, slushie machine, smoke machine,
bubble machine, wedding post box, mini sweet
cart and Carousel for hire all at a very
reasonable cost. Check out our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/sweettreats36 for special
offers and Christmas deals or
email shirlnmike57@gmail.com
for a free quote. No order is too
small .  We look forward to
hear ing  from you…
#jointhesweetierevolution 
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Qualied Plumber and Property
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley

Bathroom and Kitchen rets
Plumbing and Heating

Certied Gas and Electric Works 
Plastering, Painting and

Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing

HANDYMAN SERVICES/
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

No call out charge
Free Estimates

Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542 

Email: mickeysh@hotmail.com

563148

Genevieve Moody Dance
Evening Dance Fitness Class for Adults in

Basingstoke!
All abilities welcome from Beginner to

Diva! 
Simple to follow fun and cheeky dance
routines to recent well known music!

Low impact. 
You will need water and a towel.

For details, Contact Genevieve Moody
Dance on Facebook Dance teacher 

07817058236
since 2002 recently moved to the area.
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