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Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679

Open seven days a week
Monday–Friday 7:30am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

If you don’t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your

repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.

Among our many services we offer:- blood pressure check,
diabetic, cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness
by our qualified Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of motability equipment for
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 01256 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER



Message from the Editor: The Popley MaƩers team wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I used to love Christmas
including all the planning, buying Christmas presents, wrapping them up
and hiding them (some were hidden so well I forgot where I had put them
so it was a manic search to find them in Ɵme). But now all it seems is stress
as I so want everything to be perfect, and now cooking a full Christmas
dinner is a chore so I am breaking with tradiƟon and having Christmas dinner
across the road at The Apollo with my family. Just removing all that preparing,
cooking and worst of all clearing away and washing up has gone and I am
looking forward to Christmas day. Before that is it is some fesƟve visits to

Melrose Hall for a Christmas dinner, page 14,  and Christmas Family Party at Popley Fields page 6
and of course Everest OAPs’ Christmas Lunch on the 6th from noon Ɵll 2pm and Christmas Fayre at
St Gabriel’s next day on 7th December. Page one is about the Popley Community Park consultaƟon
and a campaign our family fought for 45+ plus years. It was a waste dumping ground back then and
used as a Ɵp by residents and council landscape workers thick acrid smoke billowed across the
roads. My late husband and I said “What a waste it, would make a great family park”. We didn’t
know how we would manage it but we declared we would work Ɵll it was a good place for families
to play and socialise together. My husband is last wishes were to look aŌer Popley and get the
park. Well this is the last stage; there is £406K to make it a great area for everyone so please
respond and say what you would like to see in the park.

A new Memory club has started in Melrose Hall every Wednesday
with two sessions or stay for the day, details on page 15. The club also needs
some volunteers to help and there will be demenƟa training provided.

We welcome articles from groups and clubs, especially residents
who might like to write about their hobbies or their history of living in Popley.
Email the Editor at editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Deliverers are always needed
and welcomed too  it can be half an hour a month or more if you can? Please
contact me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone me on 01256 819924, or e-mail
me.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfield; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Martin and Chansopha Biermann;
Charmaine Chapman; Jo Cousins; Pam Crouzieres; Tricia Dennis; Pat Hamilton; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy
Jackman; Terry Jones; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood; Christopher Martin; Milly Mcgann; Vera Mitchell; Peter Moore;
Luke Simmonds; Alan Simpsons; Christine Spencer; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Gell Toungue; Richard Townsend; Janet Ward; Carole
Wetton; Carole Wheeler 

Advertising Index
Jonathan Williams Independent Funeral
Directors Page 2
Peter’s Chinese Fish & Chips Page 2
Everest Health and Leisure Club Page 2
Roller Garage Doors Centre Page 5
Blue Angel Live-in Home Care Page 5
JBDrive Page 8
Roots Page 8
M H Autos Page 8
Rayner Appliance Care Ltd Page 8
Phillips Solicitors Page 10
Mitosu Page 11

Aurbi Custom Printing and Emboidery
Page 11

Prudence Online Tuitions Page 16 
Shirley Sweets Treats Page 16
Mickey’s Handyman Services Page 16
Your Local Locksmith Page 18
IPS Hair Page 18
Niall Catlin Plumbing and Heating Page 18
Mark Smith Plumbing and Heating Page 23
K.G.Matthews Carpentry Page 23
Spencer and Peyton Ltd Page 23
Motor Parts Direct Page 25

Ovenclean Page 25
Unique Block Paving Page 25
Kids Nursery Popley Page 25
Everest Community Academy Page 27
1st Response InsideBP
Piccolo Pre-school Nursery InsideBP
Lawrence Young Ltd InsideBP
Fastfare Store Back Page
Fastfare Pharmacy Back Page

Thank you for your support.

Sub Editor
Paul Frankum

Editor
Jane Frankum

1st Response
Heating & Plumbing

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades

Servicing
Breakdowns

Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

212273



Page 1

Help Shape Improvements
to Popley Community Park

Residents and users of Popley Community Park are being asked to
have their say on plans to improve the play equipment and park features at the
popular open space.

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is set to make £400,000 worth
of improvements to the park in Popley Way thanks to funding from developers’
contributions.

The community park was first developed around 10 years ago. The
additional funding provides an exciting opportunity to upgrade the facilities
again and people are being asked to give their views on what new play equipment
they’d like to see in the park and what features could be improved.

The responses received from the consultation will help shape the final
design and work is expected to start on site early 2020.

Popley Community Park is a great neighbourhood facility and this S106
funding is a fantastic opportunity to expand the play facilities and make further
improvements. It’s really important that local people help to shape these
improvements to ensure it continues to be a well-used and much loved local
park.

Give your views online at https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/popley-park
or by filling in a form available from Melrose Community Hall by Sunday 15
December 2019.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

Chinese Food and Fish &
Chips to take away

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke
01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)
Opening Hours

Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm

Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
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Popley West: Seasons greeƟngs to you
all. As you can see on page 1, aŌer more than 45
years of campaigning, the Popley Community Park
will be a great place for families to use please
read it and pass on your ideas and comments so
the £406K of developer grant can be spent giving
everyone a park to enjoy. There is a link on
Basingstoke and Deane Council website that will
give you details and the chance to respond to the
consultaƟon, or you can contact Paul or me (details
at the end of this report).
We should be hearing from the officer soon about
the report for extending parking provisions in part
of Marnel Park.
The service from Serco conƟnues to miss bins,
put bins in the middle of paths and across dropped
kerbs. The administraƟon maintain the service is
improving and I have strongly refuted this. Please
use the website, phone or email to complain if
you have a problem. 
We have had some hatch markings put in areas
where drivers repeatedly park across dropped
kerbs. 
The post office for Abbey Road has been held up
by the Post Office and not be opened Ɵll January.
We are all very disappointed about this as many
of us send cards and parcels and it means journeys
probably into town now.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

County Councillor Report: I wish everyone a very happy Christmas time
and a Happy New Year. 
I reported that the manhole covers in front of Abbey Road shops were raised and a serious
trip hazard. AŌer some considerable Ɵme it has been established they are SSE responsibility
and have been reported to them for repair.
With the onset of the cold weather and predicƟons that it will be one of the coldest winters
can I remind residents that the salt bins are not for personal use on your own property and
are to there to keep roads. If your nearest grit bin is empty you can report it online on the
Hampshire County Council website or phone them.
At the last Hampshire County Council meeƟng was the mid-term financial report and
proposed yet further cuts to just about every department, with adult and children’s services
taking the biggest blow. Myself and Cllr Michael Westbrook voted against this and you can
see Mike’s speech via the HCC website. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email
jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk

Popley East: First, can we offer all residents
in Popley East and throughout Popley generally
our seasonal greeƟngs and hope that 2020 turns
out to be a happy and healthy year for everyone.
It’s been a very busy year for us as local
Councillors for Popley East and it’s fair to say
that our casework has increased throughout
the year. We aren’t able, for obvious reasons,
to say too much about the personal problems
we try to assist with on a regular basis during
the year and generally we are only able to
highlight the main issues we deal with.
A couple of updates for informaƟon:
Chineham House should be completed and
ready for occupaƟon during December 2019
providing ten units for rent. The local leƫngs
policy, we have agreed should operate, will see
priority given to local Popley people living in
the area and working in key public services.
Work has started on the Special EducaƟon Needs
school in Shakespeare Road.
It has been recognised that the demand for
special educaƟon provision exists and is growing
and this school will assist with this and hopefully
support other educaƟon establishments in the
area.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 
Non-causƟc 

Ovens, hobs, extractors and 
microwaves cleaned

Fresh soluƟons every Ɵme 
Don’t forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 
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Basingstoke Male Voice Choir Christmas Concert - in
Aid of Parkinson's UK – Basingstoke Group

The annual concert of BMVC will take place on 14th December.  This year the programme
features an eclectic selection of songs from our 2019 repertoire with some Christmas
numbers thrown in to celebrate the festive season.  The choir will be supported by
'TAKE NOTE' - an acappella group formed in 2018 by Carolyn Robson and based in
Farnham.  We shall also have soloist Hannah Melrose featuring in the  programme.
Audience participation is also catered for – come and join us to celebrate the festive
season.
The concert will take place at the United Reformed Church, London Street on
Saturday, 24th December at 7:30PM.  
This is a great opportunity to see the Basingstoke Male Voice Choir in action and also
to support a great charity locally.  

Santa is Coming to Town
A brand new Santa float, built by the Rotary Club of Basingstoke will be coming to a street near
you in the first two weeks of December.
On weekdays with effect from Monday 9th and Monday 16th December the Santa float will be
visiƟng the Basingstoke area as shown below. Raising monies for local chariƟes and giving
children a thrill as well as giving all the family a Christmas sight and entertaining them with
tradiƟonal carols, the Basingstoke Rotary Santa float will be out and about between 6.00 pm
and 8.00 pm.

Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th in Oakley. Wednesday 11th Hatch Warren.
Thursday 12th Oakridge. Friday 13th Chineham.
Monday 16th Hatch Warren. Tuesday 17th Lychpit.
Wednesday 18th Popley. Thursday 19th Lychpit.
Friday 20th Chineham.

Make a note – don’t miss this Christmas cheer.
See our website at www.basingstoke.rotary1110.org

Josh’s Halloween Foodbank Collection
I just want to say a huge thank-you to every single person that donated to my Halloween food
bank collection this year and all previous years. This year was my third year running, I had a
great time and was so happy to see the community come together to donate!
Overall the donations weighed up to 143kg! That is beyond incredible. I’m so happy to be in a
neighbourhood where everyone is so helpful and supportive. Again, a massive thank-you to all
of you, give yourself a pat on the back.
I’m already planning on continuing this event next year! Same location (Appleton Drive park)
and the time (5:30-7:30pm). If this does change I’ll let you all know closer to the time, I mean
there is a whole year to go, lol.
Thank-you everyone for the support! I couldn’t have done this without you. ჉෶
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K.G.Matthews
Carpentry and Construction

All types of Carpentry
work including:

• Kitchen and Bedroom
units

• Stairs,
Locks and Doors

• Also Home
Improvements 

For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

07920003278
tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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What a fantastic year 2019 has been for Melrose Community
Association. After 5 years of planning, fundraising, more
fundraising, some more planning, building work and disruption,
our extension and refurbishment project is finally complete!
And what a difference it has made to our fantastic facility.
Since our relaunch and celebration day in September we have
been inundated with new hires, events and community groups!

September saw the launch of Isis out of school club. November was the launch
of Pamela’s Memory Club. Throughout November and December, Home Start
hosted family cooking sessions. In January we have new puppy training classes,
boxercise classes and a new community lunch club starting. Along with 4 fits
sake adding extra classes on a Monday evening!

Melrose Community Association would like thank everyone who has played a
part in our improvements this year, all our clients that continued to hold and
attend groups, and all our neighbours, that have put up with the upheaval and
disruption, and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Office telephone 01256 420676
www.melrosecommunityassociation.co.uk

Over 55s Forum
This year is creeping up on us so quickly and it will soon be Christmas. I would like to say that
the Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum have again had another very successful year with
our maximum number of members (650) and a reserve list that seems to be growing each year.
Our CelebraƟon of the "InternaƟonal Day for Older People" Variety Show at Queen Mary’s
College, Cliddesden Road, Basingstoke on 28th September was our best ever show, with some
325 members and the general public aƩending. Not surprising as it is very good value just
£6.00 per Ɵcket which included tea and cakes, a record taking on the Grand Draw, it will be an
hard act to follow for 2020.

We are now planning for 2020 to arrange guest speakers for our bi-monthly Open Forum
meeƟngs. Coach trips have been planned for most of 2020, it is exciƟng Ɵme ahead.

Our December Open Forum meeƟng will be held on Wednesday 11th December 2019 at the
Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke from 9.15am to 1.30pm.

That is all for now
Thanks,
Gerald.
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Local Dance Teacher Wins BriƟsh Title

Local Professional Dance Teacher and Examiner, David Smith, who
runs his own local dance School 'David Smith Dance' in Chineham and
Monk Sherborne Village Halls, has won the Blackpool BriƟsh Title for
Best Original InvenƟve Dance in Classical Sequence (Old Time). The
compeƟƟon was held on Monday 21st October in the famous Empress
Ballroom in the Winter Gardens, Blackpool.  
Along with his dance partner, Danielle Wallis, they called their winning
dance which he choreographed the 'Grand Floridian GavoƩe’. 
This GavoƩe has now been published and will now be danced all over
the World in Sequence Clubs and Dance Schools. 
If you would like to learn this beauƟful GavoƩe, contact David 07791
749163 or david@davidsmithdance.com.

Chineham Library

With Christmas fast approaching, the library is looking increasingly seasonal, and our acƟviƟes
will be reflecƟng the fesƟve season. In addiƟon, there will be a few extra Christmas acƟviƟes.
These include some acƟviƟes and craŌs to Ɵe-in with the events being hosted by the Chineham
Centre on Saturday 14th December, beginning at 10am. There are two bookable slime sessions
cosƟng £3 per child.  Also, there will be the usual Christmas storyƟme, with the date sƟll to be
confirmed. For both adults and children there are displays to admire and Christmas books to
borrow, so do come and appreciate these.

Our regular acƟviƟes for children conƟnue for most of the month, with rhymeƟmes taking
place on Tuesdays for under ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. However, these will finish
for the month on 17th December and then resume on the 7th January. Saturday craŌs will take
place on 7th December and 4th January, when you are invited to drop-in with your primary
school age children between 10am and midday. ConstrucƟon Club will conƟnue every Saturday
from 2 – 3.30pm, and also during the school holidays. StoryƟmes will take place on all other
Saturdays at 11am. ChaƩerbooks will meet on Thursday 12th December from 3.45 – 4.45pm for
their Christmas session. Code Club will resume on Tuesday aŌernoons in January to enquire
about places please contact the library. 

Age Concern will conƟnue to offer tuiƟon for the over 50s on Wednesday mornings in term
Ɵme, from 10am. For further informaƟon contact their area office on 01256 423874. AddiƟonally,
on Wednesday mornings we host our drop-in social Cuppa and Chat sessions, which you are
warmly invited to aƩend. These take place at 10.30am in the Acorn Room. Our general reading
group has places available and meets on the last Saturday of the month at 10.30am. Further
informaƟon is available from library staff. 

Remember that if you are looking for a room to hire in Chineham the Acorn Room at the library
has availability, including outside of opening hours. There is a reasonable hire charge starƟng
at £7 per hour. For more informaƟon please contact us at Chineham.library@hants.gov.uk.

Chineham Library team wish you a very Happy Christmas. Cathy
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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Dear Friends

As you’re wandering around the shops, listening to the radio or watching TV this month no
doubt at some point the lyrics of those all too familiar Christmas songs will worm their way so
deeply into your mind unƟl you wake up humming or singing at least one of them over and over
again!  For example: “It's Christmas Ɵme; there's no need to be afraid. At ChristmasƟme, we let
in light and we banish shade. And in our world of plenty we can spread a smile of joy. Throw your
arms around the world at Christmas Ɵme.” “A very Merry Christmas, and a happy new year. Let's
hope it's a good one, without any fear.!” or “So here it is merry Christmas, everybody's having
fun, look to the future now, It's only just begun!”
Set alongside the tradiƟonal Christmas carols that we’ll also be singing there is clearly an
overriding theme in all these songs that speaks of a hope for the future; for ourselves, our
families and for the world in which we live.

Where does this hope come from? Is it just rooted in this season of peace on earth, goodwill
towards men, something to be put away once January arrives and things get back to ‘normal’
whatever that is or means!  The past year has seen some seismic poliƟcal upheaval through the
conƟnuing saga of Brexit and the elecƟon of a new government and prime minister (whoever
that may turn out to be!). Images of the plight of refugees striving to find a beƩer life only to
lose it in the back of refrigerated lorry have brought home the terrible anguish and suffering of
other human beings and for so many there is sƟll the stress and anxiety of daily living highlighted
recently in the Children in Need campaign which last year raised an astonishing £50.6m!

Sadly history is liƩered with the human debris of conflict, division, war, poverty and disease so it
is no wonder that we long to hear a message of hope.  Hope for the future, hope for humankind
and when we do hear it, doesn’t it bring a good, good feeling with it?

I believe that as humankind we lack the capacity for permanent change. It seems to me that
there is an essenƟal need in the human spirit to fill a gap, to search out something that’s gone
missing! A gap we try to fill with all sorts of harmful things! I know of only one way to fill that
gap! A message is broadcast throughout the year, but especially so now, at this Ɵme! It is the
message of a Saviour, born in a stable 2,000 years ago, born for you and for me, born the Son of
God!  Our God is not a God who stands far off watching us wallow in suffering and pain, He is a
God of compassion and care who took the only course of acƟon he could – He rolled up His
sleeves and got stuck in with us to show us how that hope we all sense can become a reality. If
you have young children why not check out this link on YouTube. A wonderful retelling of God’s
story.

When you’re singing those Christmas songs or carols, listen to the words! What are they saying
to you?  May God richly bless you and yours this Christmas Ɵme and throughout the coming year
and may you know the peace of the Christ-child.

Your friend and vicar
Arthur

St Gabriel’s, December 2019
www.stgabrielspopley.net

01256 324734
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Well December is now upon us and we at the MHA office have been very
busy organising all the activities and trips for over the Christmas period
and the planning for events and activities for next year are now in full
swing. We are planning lots of exciting new adventures for our ever
growing groups. But just a few hints that I will reveal: the group will

have some great day trips, including a Weymouth beach trip, Longleat, D Day Museum, and even
a canal boat trip with cream tea. On top of this myself and my manager will be braving the 15,000
feet tandem skydive. I certainly know the skydive buzz, I can’t wait to do my second jump raising
funds for our own Live at Home group. This goes to reducing the cost of the day trips and
activities .
We are always looking our for members of the public to help with our growing activities and
befriending service. If you have a few hours spare a week or month and would like to give
something back to our community than please think about becoming a volunteer with us.
Loneliness and isolation is sadly increasing within our community. Many reasons cause this from
someone retiring, loss of family or friends though illness. I have witnessed many of our members
thrive within our group and making new friends and joining in and helping others.
If you know of a family member or friend or even neighbour that could benefit from our activities
or befriending service please get in contact with myself at  or contact me on my work mobile on
07720680403.
If you have an elderly neighbour please check in on them over the Christmas period.
One last word from the team at MHA for this year Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Maybe we will see you at some time as you come to join in our activities or volunteering for



Leave a Gift to Charity in Your Will
Whilst many Christmas presents will be forgotten as soon as
they have been unwrapped, there is a festive gift that can
make a big difference – leaving a legacy to a charity.

Recent newspaper reports show that in Britain we are
certainly a nation of generous givers with £2.85 billion being

left to charity last year. 

Among the top beneficiaries are Cancer Research UK, the British Heart
Foundation and the RNLI.

Caroline Wallis, who heads the Wills and Probate team at Phillips said:
“Legacies in Wills can make an enormous difference in helping charities to
continue their good work and what a wonderful way to ensure that your legacy
lives on after you’ve gone.”

“Donations can be as small or as large as you wish, as every gift makes a
difference. In fact, a gift made to a UK charity is inheritance tax free.”

“An important benefit to consider is that this can reduce the amount of tax paid
by the rest of your estate, resulting in your family getting the most of their
inheritance.”

Caroline added: “If you are looking to leave money to a charity you may well
consider one or more of our many local charities such as such as Pelican
Cancer Foundation, which happens to be Phillips Solicitors’ current chosen
charity, or the Ark Cancer Centre Charity and St Michael’s Hospice.”

For help in leaving a charitable
legacy, or for any other Wills and
Probate issues, please contact
Caroline Wallis on 01256
854637 or email her at
c a r o l i ne . w a l l i s@ p h i l l i p s -
law.co.uk

Information about the wide
range of legal services offered
by Phillips can be found at
www.phillips-law.co.uk.
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade 
Newsletter

During November we held our annual badge presentation night; an evening
filled with games, food and finished with awarding the young people their
achievements. The great thing about the night was that everyone had badges
presented to them, congratulations to all our young people.

Ho, ho, ho. It’s that time of year again, the Christmassy-ist Christmas Quiz to
hit Basingstoke is here, the 6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade “Merry Quizmas”
is being held on the 9th December. Come and enjoy a fun night of challenging
Christmas trivia and a slap up Christmas roast with all the trimmings. Whether
you’re coming solo or in a team, all are welcome. Entry to the quiz and dinner
are included in the small fee of £5 each. Tea, coffee and juice will be supplied.
To help us make enough food for everyone, please let us know your
numbers in advance of the night.

Another thing we do for the Christmas Quiz is a raffle but we need your help.
We need donations/prizes to raffle off, can you help? Please give Mark a call
or email him on the details below. Thanks!!!

We’re recruiting?
We are looking for new members to join both our age groups, 5-10 and 10-18yo.
If you’d like to see what we are about come for a taster session on a Monday
evening, 6:15 - 7:15pm (5-10yo) and 7:00-9:00pm (10-18yo). 
Contact us on 07775 535434 or drop us an email at
6thbasingstokebb@gmail.com.

Basingstoke Ladies’ Choir (BLC) Christmas Concert 2019

Please come and join us for our Christmas Concert where we will perform a
variety of fesƟve songs as well as enjoying some tradiƟonal carol singing. We will also
share our concert with "A Splash of Red" - a wonderful Choir from Fairford,
Gloucestershire. We shared a concert with them earlier in 2019 and could not wait to
invite them to Basingstoke. The concert is on Saturday 14th December All Saints
Church, Southern Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3DX, at 7 pm. Tickets are £5 each and are
available from Margaret Allen on 01256 325457 or email  (some on the door). The
concert will raise funds for BLC's chosen charity, Home Start North West Hampshire
who provide support to families of Basingstoke.



Page 11

Our MFC Popley Youth U9s Jaguars are doing really well,
playing with determination and grit. As a development team
that started from scratch this season they are holding their
own and doing well. Pete, their coach, would like to express
how pleased he is with the boys’ progress.

The Committee would like to thank everyone
involved with MFC Popley Youth for all their hard
work throughout the year and would also like to
volunteers, players, parents, spectators and wider

community too.

You can get regular updates on Twitter, @MFC_PopleyYouth and by using the hashtags
#MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.
MFC Popley Youth, FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner Club,
has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team pages), and you can
also find us on Instagram.

We also have a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories 
For more information, or if you have any queries, please contact the club through our
main website: http://mfcpopleyyouth-co-uk.bisongrid.com 

Page 18

YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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With the festive period in full swing there are, I hope, plenty of opportunities for
celebration. Unfortunately this time of year also presents opportunities for criminal
activity. As a result I would like to leave residents with some basic crime prevention
advice. Basingstoke police wish you a safe and happy Christmas.

When Shopping:
-Make sure your handbag is closed so a pickpocket would find it difficult to get into
without you knowing. 
-Never leave a bag unattended in a trolley, even if for a couple of seconds. 
-Try to keep wallets in an inside pocket and out of sight from a potential pickpocket. 
-When entering your PIN number at a terminal ensure no one can see you enter it. 
-Try to pay for items on a debit card rather than carrying large amounts of cash. If

this is not possible keep cash to a minimum. 
-Before you leave your car, ensure all windows and doors are closed and locked. 
-Avoid leaving your purchases and presents in your vehicle. If you must make sure they are not on display, store
in the boot, and make sure the car is locked. 
-Think about the item you are buying someone - are there any security products you could purchase to help them
keep it safe? I.e. if buying a bike think about also giving an accredited D lock.

At Cashpoints:
-If you see someone suspicious hanging around, cancel the transaction and use another cashpoint. 
-Before inserting your card have a look at the machine to check it looks normal. 
-When entering your PIN number, make sure others around cannot see. 
-Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Only withdraw what you reasonably need. 
-Put your money and your cards away safely before leaving the machine.

At Home:
-Don’t leave Christmas presents in view of a window. 
-If you are buying or receiving valuable gifts such as bikes, mobiles or electrical items, register them for free at
www.immobilise.com. In doing so you will assist the police in returning your property should it be lost or stolen. 
-Dispose of present packaging carefully as empty boxes left outside can advertise that you have goods inside. 
-Refrain from keeping large amounts of cash at home. 
-A secure home will reduce the chance of a burglary. Make sure windows and doors are locked every time you
leave the house. 
-Avoid leaving tools and ladders lying around that could assist someone get into your home. 
-When you go out at night make it appears that someone is home. Draw the curtains, and leave a light on. You
could always put a lamp or radio on a timer switch. 
-Never allow people into your home unless you are expecting them or have made arrangements with the company
beforehand. 
-Never buy goods and services at the door or give away personal information.

If you are going away:
Signs of occupation help deter intruders.
-Check you have locked all doors, windows and skylights. If you have an alarm, ensure it is activated. 
-Inform trusted neighbours and ask if they will keep an eye on your property for you and collect your post. 
-Use timer switches on lamps and radios so it looks as though you are home. 
-Remember to cancel any deliveries such as milk and newspapers.

If you are out for the evening:
-Drink sensibly and stay with your friends. 
-Plan in advance how you will get home. 
-Save the number of a licensed taxi firm in your mobile phone. Always check the driver’s identification and never
get into an unlicensed taxi. Text the licence plate number to a friend. 
-Don’t accept drinks from strangers or leave your drink unattended.
-Whether you are male or female, avoid walking alone, and never take short cuts through dark alleys or large open
spaces. 
-Keep your belongings with you, and your valuables out of sight. 
-Never leave your bag hanging over a chair or personal items left unattended. 
-Don’t drink or drug drive, remember you may still be over the limit the morning after a big night out.
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Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council would like to hear
your views on its draŌ Council Plan to ensure the borough
conƟnues to be a great place to live over the next four
years and budget proposals to support this. 

The draŌ Council Plan for 2020 to 2024 sets the key prioriƟes for the council over the next
four years and into the future.

With a focus on puƫng residents at the heart of everything the council does, four prioriƟes
have been developed – strengthening communiƟes, protecƟng and enhancing our environment,
improving safety and planning for the future.

SupporƟng the Council Plan, proposals for a balanced budget for 2020 to 2021 aim to protect
services that residents value.

To do this, proposals include a £5 average increase for the borough’s part of the Council Tax
and a 3% average increase in fees and charges to help pay for the cost of opƟonal services
the council offers. 

Over the last 11 years £13.7 million in savings have been made without cuƫng services, with
the borough council conƟnuing to look at how it can run more efficiently. 

Further savings of £1.42 million have been idenƟfied in 2020/21, increasing to £1.82 million
by 2023/24.

ExecuƟve Director of Finance and Resources said: “Residents give the area a 94% saƟsfacƟon
raƟng however the council is not complacent. Based on what people and businesses have
said maƩers to them, this draŌ plan sets prioriƟes that put residents at the heart of the
council’s future plans.

“This is supported by the council’s proposals to deliver a balanced budget for 2020 to 2021. 

“As residents, businesses and partner organisaƟons are key to the success of these plans, the
council would like to hear from a range of people to help shape its proposals.” 

To give your views on our Council Plan and budget proposals, please go to
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/prioriƟes. Feedback from the consultaƟon, which runs unƟl
Wednesday 1 January at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/prioriƟes, will be considered before final
decisions on the Council Plan and budget are taken at a meeƟng of council in February
2020. 

If you require informaƟon in an alternaƟve format, such as paper, please contact the council
by emailing customer.service@basingstoke.gov.uk or by calling 01256 844844.

For everything sweet related
contact Sweet Treats. We make sweet cones
and party bags (to any theme), hen party
bags and wedding favours. We also have a
sweet cart, slushie machine, smoke machine,
bubble machine, wedding post box, mini sweet
cart and carousel for hire all at a very
reasonable cost. Check out our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/sweettreats36 for special
offers and Christmas deals or
email shirlnmike57@gmail.com
for a free quote. No order is too
small .  We look forward to
hear ing  f rom  you…
#jointhesweetierevolution 
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Qualied Plumber and Property
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley

Bathroom and Kitchen rets
Plumbing and Heating

Certied Gas and Electric Works 
Plastering, Painting and

Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing

HANDYMAN SERVICES/
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

No call out charge
Free Estimates

Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542 

Email: mickeysh@hotmail.com

563148
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