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Your Local Family Convenience Store

Open seven days a week
Mon–Fri 8:00am – 9:30pm

Sat 8.30am – 9.30pm,
Sun 9:00am–9:00pm
Abbey Road (Shops)

(01256) 323679
Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Dry Cleaning
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Wool | Haberdashery

Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies
Ethnic Food, Jamaican & Indian Spices

Rentals Video’s £1.95 & £1.50 DVD £2.50
No membership fee Just two forms of ID required

All Latest Titles
We Accept Milk Tokens

Recharge your Gas Card, Electric Key, Northern Electric,
BT Bills, NTL and even your TV Licence
All Phone cards available

Faxing (£1.50 inland)
Photocopying (10p per A4 page)

PRINTED BY PRINTWISE 332202

Come into the store and
see our many special offers

If you don’t see what you want in the store,
Ask and we will try and get it.
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Message From the Editor
Here we are it is June and we are nearly half way through the year. Hopefully

we have three months of sunshine before the next issue and most people will have
managed to have some kind of holiday or at least got some time sitting in the sunshine
(don’t forget the sun block cream).

Did you go to the Popley Festival this year ? It was up to its usual standard with
thousands of people visiting the boot stalls and picking up some good bargains. Also
craft stalls, funfair, hamburger stalls, beer tent, performances by Chineham School
Choir, the John Hunt Steel Band and many others doing their very best. Every one
knows how much I love Popley and the festival always makes me feel so proud of all
the charities that are going to benefit by everyones work.

Popley Festival came to life many years ago with St Gabriel’s Church and the
6th Popley Boys Brigade starting it in the church grounds and year by year it grew then
moved to the John Hunt site. Iris King and Dave Phillips were still involved right from
way back but Dave has moved to Morcambe and Iris is giving up some of her many
interests and committees so if you feel you would like to help then please contact Suki
Binning on 465303. I have never been on this committee but they tell me they have a
good time while working hard to arrange next years Festival.

The Popley Forum this June is Popley’s own “Question Time” with panel guests
from the Police, Sentinel Housing, the Borough and County Council so if you have
questions on anything from the plans for new Popley North development, John Hunt
School, or any issue you want answers on come along to the Melrose Hall on June
23rd  at 7-30pm. We will also be having our Popley Community Awards presentation
and AGM at 7pm. Iris is stepping down as Chair a position she has held for six years
but Iris will still be on the committee but it means we will need to elect a new chair and
new committee any more volunteers out there?

I will finish my page by saying thankyou to all the people that volunteer and
deliver this magazine, and send out a plea for a few more volunteers, even to do just
the road you live in will be a huge help. Jane Frankum Editor

Percy M.J. Rayner
BASINGSTOKE 398600

EXPERT ATTENTION
 FULLY EXPERIENCED HOOVER TRAINED ENGINEER
REPAIR WASHING MACHINES, DRYERS V. CLEANERS
REPAIRED IN YOUR HOME
 COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SPARES PARTS IN STOCK
 AUTHORISED HOOVER DEALER

GENUINE HOOVER PARTS
FITTED WITH FULL
MANUFACTURERS

GUARANTEE

HOOVER
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
SAME DAY SERVICE

INC. RENT–A–WASH WASHING
 MACHINE HIRE

GAYTHORNE   NORTH WALTHAM  BASINGSTOKE

BASINGSTOKE AREA
MONDAY 1pm VIABLES CRAFT CENTRE

MONDAY 5:30pm CARNIVAL HALL
TUESDAY 7pm KEMPSHOT VILLAGE HALL

WEDNESDAY 10:30 & 12MID DAY MOOSE HALL,
CHURCHILL WAY

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm VIABLES CRAFT CENTRE
THURSDAY  7pm METHODIST CHURCH, OAKRIDGE

THURSDAY  7pm OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 6:30pm CHURCH OF GOOD SHEPHERD

WINKLEBURY
WHY NOT JOIN US AND ENJOY A HEALTHIER

LIFESTYLE
Call 0345 123 000 for other Meetings in this area

(all calls charged at local rates)

Weight Watchers™™™™™
pure points

No weighing or measuring of foods
The diet to suit your lifestyle

It’s easy and it works!
Weight Watchers and pure points are

trademarks of Weight Watchers International, Inc
and used under its control by Weight Watchers UK ltd.

Tel/Fax: 01256 811152
Mobile: 07900 555918

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ NO CALL CHARGE
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ CCTV Surveys.
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ No Dig Repairs
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Service Contracts
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Free Estimates
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ All Drainage Welcome
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Gutters Cleaned
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Roofs De–Mossed

Swift ClearSwift ClearSwift ClearSwift ClearSwift Clear
Drainage Service

Plunger

Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed
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Popley Forum and AGM
June 23rd 7pm

at
Melrose Hall

(Abbey Road shops)

We will also be awarding the Popley Community
awards for Adult, Junior, Adult Group, Junior Group
These awards are given to people who work within our
community to keep Popley a better place to live.

Followed By at 7:30pm

Popley’s own “Question Time” Come and put
your questions to the panel:-

John Guppy Senior Forward Planning Officer BDBC

PC Matt Deery Popley’s Local beat Officer

John Mariner County Council Transport Officer

Rob Donnelly Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council

Melanie Purves Popley Neighbourhood Officer for Oakfern

For further details phone:-
Iris King 411113

Jane Frankum 819924

Dear Editor; The old Chemist shop seems to
have been closed for a long time. What is
happening to it and how do the vulnerable
people manage to get their prescriptions.
Disabled pensioner Glastonbury Close
Editor; The shop has indeed been empty for a
long time, but after it had gone out to tender
and with the help of the Leader of the Council
Rob Donnelly and a magnificent petition from
the residents the lease has been awarded to
Fastfare and as soon as the repairs and
upgrade is done by the council Dave and Naina
will open up for business they tell me there
will be plenty of variety and offers. As for
prescriptions you can change them in the
Pharmacy at the Shakespeare House
Pharmacy in Shakespeare Road, they also
have a delivery service for the elderly, disabled
or housebound.
Dear Editor; Trinidad and Tobago Play area
has been promised and I wonder if it will ever
happen? I don’t like my two young children
going too far away I like to have them at least
within calling distance, the next nearest is too
far away.
Editor;You should have received a letter from
the council by now inviting you to a display in
the council trailer on the play area site,
Tuesday 3rd June from 2pm -6-30pm. There
will be some ideas of how £38000 could be
spent but we want to hear your views. Thanks
go to Ms Butcher of Trinidad Close who first
brought the agreement money to the attention
of the Councillors.
Dear Editor; The new Medical centre at
Shakespeare House is lovely and my doctor says
it is so much better but as a disabled person in
my electric buggy I have to travel up the long
path right up to Shakespeare Road (I live in
Abbey Road) to come back down again to be
able to get into see my doctor or go to the
chemist. Surely there must be a better way for
myself and the mums with little children who

Letters to The Editor can so easily run in front of the cars as their
mum has to bump down the pushchairs.
Editor;You will be as pleased as I am when I
tell you that the piece of green at the back will
be made into a path so that you and others can
get there more comfortably and it will be done
within the next four weeks.
Dear Editor;Stagecoach are just cutting out
the number 9 bus this bus is used by lots of
people especially to get to the hospital. What
kind of person sitting in his big office armchair
with the keys to his large car just cuts out the
lifeline to the most vulnerable people. I use this
bus to go to work at the hospital and to do my
shopping at Tescos in Chineham and I know a
lot of other people who use this route. What
really angers me is that they just decide they
are going to do it without asking anyone and
they give the very minimum of notice I expect
they hope that passengers who help to make
them rich will just take it and after all how much
can they do in such a short time it is shameful,
how do they sleep at night.
Editor;It certainly was very short notice and
there was no public consultation that I know
of. I was absolutely fuming as were other
Councillors and residents, I got on to the
Hampshire County Council Transport Officer
straight away. John Mariner and I spoke at
great length and the net result was that he was
proposing to the County Council to subsidise
at least the Popley and Winklebury part of the
route, but the people of South Ham were not
going to be so lucky they will have to travel
into town so they can then travel on another
bus from town to get to the hospital. Cllr Colin
Regan is leading the fight for the South Ham
residents and the Popley Councillors and  bus
users will be right there .
Editors Note We look forward to reading your    letters
on all sorts of subjects. We do not print
your name or address if you wish us not to
but of course we can not accept letters that
are sent anonymously.

Please send your letters to :
The Editor, Popley Matters, 405 Abbey
Rd, Basingstoke. RG24 9EL
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Play GroupPlay GroupPlay GroupPlay GroupPlay Group
Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters Down, Basingstoke Hampshire RG24 9AE

Mon–Fri 9:15am–11:45am
Mon & Thurs 12:30pm–3:00pm

Parents & Toddler Group For More Information Phone

414014
Registered Charity No. 282848

Keith Bushnell
11 Minstead Close, Tadley Hants RG26 3UL

07753744436 (days)
01189812283 (Eves)

debbiebushnell@aol.co.uk

♦ Glass and Glazing
♦ 24hr Board up Service
♦ Lock Replacement
♦ Gaining Entry to Property
♦ Minor Property Maintenance
♦ Leaks Repaired

♦ Painting and Decorating
♦ Genuine 24 hr Call Outs
♦ All Work Guaranteed
♦ 365 Days a year
♦ 7 Days a Week

ABBEY VIEW FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral arrangements are personal; at the time of bereavement your wishes and
those of your loved ones are paramount.  At Abbey View we never forget this and our friendly
professional staff are dedicated to advising and guiding you to plan the service of your choice.

We are an Independent Family Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons offering a
24 Hour Personal, Caring Service, Golden Charter pre–payment plans and Individually
Designed Memorials made in Basingstoke by B & V Masonry.

Funerals can be conducted in any area and arrangements made at our offices or in your
own home.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for advice and assistance at any time:–
We are here when you need us.

Basingstoke: 01256 851231 Shothanger Barn Kingsclere Road (A339)
Hook: 01256 761717 7 London Road Hook
Thatcham: 01635 860866 59 Station Road Thatcham

We also operate an extensive day excursion programme

to many places of interest throughout the year with local

Popley  pick ups.

Full details and bookings available at the
tourist information centre, Willis museum.

Telephone 817618

Specialists in group travel countywide and countrywide!
12 to 53 seater coaches for hire

for free advice and quotations call 780079780079780079780079780079 or fax 781742781742781742781742781742
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BASINGSTOKE
332424

I was fortunate again this year to have been involved with the Popley
Festival.  This event seems to go from strength to strength each year
and is a credit to Suki Binning and her team of organisers.  I enjoyed
the day and it was great to see so many local community groups
involved in the day and being supported by local people who
attended in their thousands (despite the weather !!).

Damage to and thefts from motor vehicles is still Popley’s largest problem.  Clearly
from the on-going crime figures it is clear that local people are committing these crimes.
I still encourage all of you to report any suspicious activity or knowledge of who is
involved to Police.  This can be done by phoning Hampshire Police 0845 0454545 or
you can give your information anonymously to CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.

As the summer school holidays arrive and the sound of “Mum I’m bored” echoes in
your ears please speak to your loved ones about not entering the school grounds
during the holidays.  Every summer all the schools in Popley receive thousands of
pounds of damage to school property of which the schools own budget has to pay for.
Please ensure that your children are aware that schools are not to be used as
playgrounds during the  holidays and that entering the school site should only be for
organised activities.

Popley again has a proportionately high arson & fire rate according to Hants Fire &
Rescue.  Recently the target has been Carpenters Down woods.  These mindless and
extremely dangerous actions are believed again to be the responsiblity of teenagers.
Fire setting is extremely dangerous and it is only a matter of time before someone is
seriously injured or killed.  Again please speak to your children about fire setting and
report any suspicions or information that they may have.

Another quick reminder of the community surgery, which is held the first Saturday of
every month at John Hunt of Everest School at 12pm.  No appointment needed….just
turn up if you wish to speak to a local councillor or myself.

For those of you who are computer whiz kids who wish to contact me, I have a direct
E-Mail address, which is: Basingstoke.communitybeats@hampshire.police.pnn.co.uk

Please do not use this to report crime which requires immediate action as this should
be reported on 0845 045 45 45 or 999 in an emergency.

Have a safe & sun drenched summer.

PC3126 Matt Deery

Volunteers Needed
Shopping trips Befriending

Pension collection Light gardening
Transport for Medical Appointments

Travel expenses paid

01256 332424
You can give as much or
as little time as you wish
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COMMUNITY SURGERY
12NOON-1PM Every 1st Saturday of the month

AT JOHN HUNT OF EVEREST
(Except Bank Holiday weekends)

People in attendance where possible:-
Police * Popley Borough Councillors * Basingstoke North County Councillor
Industrial Relation Consultant * Leader of the Council * Oakfern Housing

There are all kinds of concerns and issues that you can bring to the
volunteer agencies at the surgery, everything from youth nuisance,
abandoned cars, highway, crime reports, overgrown hedges, school issues,
parking, speeding, housing issues, road safety, employment,  planning and
many more.

There is no need to book an appointment just turn up and we will
endeavour to help or advise you  with any of your problems. As always
confidentiality is assured

Any Enquires Please Call:- Cllr Jane Frankum on 819924



Michael Herod
Photographer

44 PITCAIRN CLOSE
POPLEY BASINGSTOKE
HAMPSHIRE RG24 9BD
Tel/Fax (01256) 468026
Mobile 07769–662917

Email: michaelherod@compuserve.com

Portraits, Weddings &
Industrial Photography

Interior & Exterior
Painters & Decorators
fully Insured

All-Brite

Mobile: 07768 863482
Tel: 01256 427565

♦ Domestic & Commercial
♦ Paper Hanging
♦ Coving
♦ Fences & Sheds
♦ Window Frames
♦ Clean
♦ Friendly
♦ Reliable

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATESESTIMATESESTIMATESESTIMATES

What’s on at Melrose Hall
Abbey Road, Popley

Monday we have coffee morning 9-30 -12pm, then
1pm -3pm we have a computer course which is free.

Tuesdays we have Bingo at 2pm then we have
dancing from 5pm -9pm.

Wednesdays Mother and Toddler group 9-30-11-30am 12pm -2pm
is Oasis Drop in Lunch Club from 4-25pm we have our Charity Auction

Thursday morning, same as Monday morning. In the evening we
have Weight Watchers.

Fridays we have Loddon Alliance drop in group 9-30-2-30

Friday evening at 6-30 pm we have a youth club

Saturday morning as Tuesday evening

Sunday we have Melrose Christian Fellowship 11am-1pm and
6-30-8pm

Our AGM is 16th June at 7-30pm Everyone is welcome

Melrose Fun Day is August 16th 2pm-5pm
BBQ Bouncy Castle stalls and much more

We also hire out the hall and meeting room for
children’s parties, weddings and other functions. Call
Melrose Hall 420676 for more information

We are also looking for more volunteers at the
centre if you have some time to spare and would like to
do something to help in the community we would make
you feel very welcome.

Sentinel Housing Group Walkabout Report

The walkabout with  Councillors,  Police,  Acting Chief
Executive and senior Council Officers, Community Safety and
management from Sentinel Housing visited Longfellow Parade
on 17th April we all  heard all about the bigger improvements
that  might be possible for Popley but  we focused  on  the more
immediate improvements that Oakfern (part of the Sentinel

Housing Group) can make  as  the Landlord .These are ;-
• Longfellow Parade-kitchen & bathroom refurbishment / some rewiring where

necessary/new PVC-u windows and in some cases doors
• Melrose Walk-Re-wiring and refurbishment to kitchens & bathrooms
• Milton/Shelley/Keats and Byron Close –kitchen & bathroom refurbishment and

new PVC-u front and back doors
We all look forward to working together to make significant improvements and to

regenerate some of our more challenging areas.
Come to the Popley Forums “Question Time” at Melrose Hall June 23rd at 7-30pm

where we hope to be able to answer your questions.

Page 25Page 4
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LEARN TO DRIVE
STEVE MOORE

DRIVING SCHOOL

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

First Lesson ½ Price with this Ad

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

S a f e   D r i v i n g   f o r   L i f e

WITH Heritage
Home

Improvements
• Windows & Doors • Flooring
• Plastering • Block Paving
• Patios • Painting
• Brickwork • Garden Jobs
• Tiling

No job too big or too small
Free estimates
Excellent Rates

Senior Citizen Discounts
07796070728

 or 07766933252

Newts are a hit
with local residents

A meeting was recently held to encourage local residents
to get involved with helping to protect and care for Popley
Ponds. The ponds are the home to a large population of
the protected Great Crested Newt, which is in decline
across the UK.

Representatives from BTCV and Basingstoke & Deane
Borough Council spent a couple of hours answering the
questions of residents and asking for support to protect
the ponds and their rare inhabitants.

BTCV’s Community Officer Alison Angell comments.
“There is evidence that the newts that visit Popley
Ponds are part of a larger population which
crosses over with others from other ponds. This
makes them a particularly important colony, which
should be protected. The role of local people in
this is vital and only with the support of the local
residents will it be a success”

Residents who attended the meeting were keen to help,
but still more people are needed to make it a success.

The next meeting will be on Monday 23rd June at the Popley
Fields Community Centre, Carpenters Down 7.30 pm.

It is an informal open meeting to which anyone with an
interest would be welcome. Come along have a cuppa,
meet your neighbours and find out more about Popley
Ponds.

For more information please contact
Alison Angell (BTCV)  Tel:01962 774714

Email: A.Angell@btcv.org.uk

BTCV is the UK’s leading prac-
tical conservation charity,
supporting the activities of
over 85,000 volunteers in posi-
tive action to improve the en-
vironment.

Working with people of all
ages and from all sections of
the community on both urban
and rural projects,
BTCV’s activities include:

• Week day and weekend
projects
• Environmental training
• Natural Break and interna-
tional conservation working
holidays
• Advice and support for a
national network of over 2,000
community groups and
schools
• Producing an acclaimed set
of technical publications and
handbooks

To find out more, please con-
tact your local office:
BTCV Conservation Centre
Micheldever Wood
Micheldever
Hants SO21 3BP
Tel: 01962 774714
Fax: 01962 774522

or BTCV’s head office at:

BTCV, 36 St Mary’s St,
Wallingford, Oxfordshire,
OX10 0EU
Tel 01491 839766
Fax 01491 839646

Reg Charity No. 261009
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CARTMAN WEB CREATION AND
COMPUTER SERVICES
Phone 01256 810637, Mobile 07786625820,
E-MAIL kevin@cartman13.freeserve.co.uk

Competitive Rates, Local Area
Computer services to all level, hardware and software,

Sever administration and desk top support.

Website design for Small Business, personal and social clubs.
Online Business Advisor, CV Online Services.

Website administration and Webmaster Services.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
E-MAIL kevin@cartman13.freeserve.co.uk
Tel;- 07786625820 On-line portfolio

available by request



CONNEXIONS NEW SERVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGES 13 to 19

What is Connexions?
Connexions is the Government support service for all young people
ages 13 to 19 in England.  It started in the year 2000, but in Basingstoke
it began in January 2003.

The aims are to give young people information so they can make more
informed and positive choices in their lives.  We are linked to all
community agencies and strive to work close together.  This includes
Youth Services,  Careers, Education Services, Police, Youth
Offending Teams, Health and  Social Services.

I am a personal advisor for the community areas of  Popley and
Oakridge in Basingstoke. I am the link community worker who visits
John Hunt of Everest School in Popley and The Vyne School in
Oakridge on a weekly basis.

A young person may approach me for information on a specific
issue that may be brief and answered in a day, or they may visit me
on a regular basis.  This service is voluntary and a place for young
people to have a discussion about a concern they may have and not
able to solve.

Eventually there will be an information centre for young people in the town
centre .  At present information points are being developed in the secondary
schools for young people, parents, community members, and school staff
and governors to display and receive information.

This is a very exciting and challenging future for all of us.  I look
forward to sharing our future successes in next terms letter.

Shola Cameron
Personal Advisor- Popley and Oakridge

Connexions Office
01256-843022

John Hunt of Everest Community School
Popley Way  Basingstoke RG24 9AB
Community Office telephone:   01256 465303

   Working together to
achieve success for all
It is nice to see the community programme growing from strength to
strength, the aerobics for families group have progressed from being
beginners to intermediate level and I for one cannot keep up with
them. A new group will be starting on Mondays at 7.15pm from half
term. Another success has been the Literacy/Numeracy on Ice Course,
you may have seen us talking about it on Meridian TV in February,
this involved up to 12 parents and 20 children from the school
attending the Bison Ice hockey matches and as well as weekly
meetings with the Bison Netminder, Scott Hay. We are extending the
project next year to three more groups.

For the summer term look out for a day on ‘magic tricks’, a visit to the
Intec Centre in Winchester and a session for antiques enthusiasts.
For more information contact the Community Office at the school.

The School is celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the ascent of Mount
Everest with a number of activities centred around the school
curriculum, in addition George Band (the youngest member of the
expedition team led by Colonel John Hunt in 1953) will be giving a
short presentation and the JHE Parent Support Group are organising
a family quiz night on Wednesday 4th June, if you have child at the
school and wish to submit a team get in touch.

We have a varied programme of activities planned for the summer
break, these are for young people aged 11-14 years and include a
week of dance, drama, sports and out-of bound days. The cost has
been kept to a minimum at £10 for the whole week. Places do fill up
quickly so get in touch to reserve a place.

Suki Binning, School Community Manager, 01256 465303
Page 23Page 6



1st Popley (Everest) 
Scout Group

Windows

Would You Willingly Throw
Money Out of Your Windows?

TWO GUYS

01256 46 0 499

WE GUARANTEE
No Pressure Salesman

Low Prices - Quality Workmanship
Family Run Business - Free Quotations

That’s What You Do,
If You Haven’t Got

Replacement Windows

On April 27th 1st Popley were hosts for the annual St George’s
Day Parade for the Basingstoke East District. With all the
arrangements for the parade and service completed in a couple of
months, all we had do do was pray for good weather. Our wish
was granted and the parade got underway. After a short march
service and renewal of our Promises was held in the United Reform
Church and our thanks go to the Revd Mike Burrell who conducted
the service. The various sections have been involved in many
recent activities and plans are currently in hand to hold a group
camp in the summer.

Bored? Fed up? Nothing to do?   Have you ever tried activities like
camping, caving, climbing, canoing, hiking, amongst others?

Then come along to 1st Popley Scout Group and enjoy the benefits
of being a member in one of the world’s largest organisations.
Join in with youngsters of your own age and take part in a wide
range of activities both inside and out. 1st Popley are a small,
friendly Group with a dedicated and trained team of leaders and
will be happy to welcome boys and girls from the age of six to
fourteen to join in all the fun that scouting has to offer. Come
along for a taster session and get to know us. We meet  on
Tuesday evenings at St Gabrials Church Hall just off Popley Way
at the following times:

Beavers (6-8 yrs) 5.00 - 6:15
Cubs (8-11 yrs) 6:30 - 8:00

Scouts (11-14 yrs) 6:30 - 9:00

For more information contact Andy Sumner (Group Scout Leader)
on 01256 355671
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Phone: 01256 414494
Fax : 01256 418529

E.mail:
 popleyfields@hotmail.com
Charity Reg No : 1052133

Summit Judo Club
It has been quite a successful couple of

months for the local judo club. In April we had
three players take part in the Hampshire
Championships. Following sucsess in the

preliminary rounds and tough competition in the second phase
Travis Sumner (under 27kg) came away with the Silver medal
and Michael Smith (under 30kg) came home with a Bronze.
Connor Meule, despite a valient attempt, did not make it through
to the second phase but considering it was his first competition
put on an excellent show.

On Friday  9th May Summit Judo played host to all the other
Judo clubs from Basingstoke.    Nigel McBrayne of the Summit
club coaches and the Basingstoke Team Manager organised the
trials to select the Basingstoke Judo Team who will represent
the town at Hampshire and Isle of Wight Games taking place at
Havant in June.   Again your local club had some success with
two of our boys winning through to the 9 player team.  They
were Marek Wisniewski (under 27 kg) and Elliott Sumner (under
55 kg). The team will also be represented by local girl Lora
Jarvis, who trains partly at Summit Judo,

Again In June we will have a number of players taking part
in the Hampshire Inter-club competition in Portsmouth.

Summit will again play host, in July, to the Judo Club from
our twin town Euskirchen. It will be the eleventh meeting between
the two teams and apart from the Judo everyone is looking
forward to meeting old friends. An update on our representatives
in the various competitions and a report on the meeting with our
friends form Euskirchen will be in the next issue of Popley Matters.

Why not give Judo a try. Come along to one of our sessions
at John Hunt Scool on Friday evenings -  Novices 6:30 - 7:30,
Juniors 7:30-8:30, Seniors and adults 8:30-9:30 or for more
information contact club coach Len Dunce on 01256 - 464526

Did you know?
You can h ire Tennis courts 

and Table Tennis tables here! 

What’s New At  
Popley Fields  

 
Childrens Parties 

 
Bouncy Castle , Disco 

and halls for hire. 
 

Ask now for details of our great 
value party packages. 

 
Youth Nights are now  

Mondays 6.30 - 8.00pm 
For 8 - 18 yr olds. 

 
Baton Twirling & Pon Poms 

Boys and girls, 3yrs + 
Thursdays 5.30 - 6.30pm 

 

Kick Boxing   
 Children and Adults 

Tuesdays  - 6.30pm to 8pm 
Thursdays - 7pm to 8.30pm 

 

Call now for more information 
on any of the above.

Have you got? 
 

Any old games, playstation 
games, toys or sports 

equipment lying around 
that need a new home. 

 
We are constantly looking 

for things to keep our 
youth club members  

occupied and any  
donations of equipment or 

skills would be  
appreciated.  

 
Do you have any spare 

time to help on Mondays? 

Popley Fields is availab le fo r hire fo r Private Parties,  
Wedding receptions, kids parties, AGM’s, B.B.Q part ies 

and so much more . 
But what activ ities would you like to see held in your centre? 

What courses or classes would you attend? Let us know. 
We also need volunteers to help out at our various  

Association activities and to help on our Committee. 
If you have some spare time and can help call Mark on 01256 414494 
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Richard Aldworth
Community School

   For further information please contact
       Dawn King on 01256 473698

TOTALLY FREE!
Basic Computing for beginners

Suitable for everyone - young or old -if
you have little knowledge or none at all
- you work at your own pace with no
pressure - learn about computing from
how to switch the computer on - social-
ise - don't be scared!!!  Enjoy.

Every Monday afternoon from 1.00-
3.00pm. at Melrose Hall, PopleyMelrose Hall, PopleyMelrose Hall, PopleyMelrose Hall, PopleyMelrose Hall, Popley

Call in and see us!

You are warmly invited to
WORSHIP WITH US

at
Popley Fields Community

Centre
Carpenters Down

Popley
Basingstoke

Sunday Morning
 10:30 am to 12:00 noon

For more information phone:
Graham and Barbara on

(01256) 363692

New Testament Church of God

www.basingstoke-new-t.freeserve.co.uk

All Clothes Washing Machines
and Tumble Dryers

A1 BREAKDOWN SERVICE

BASINGSTOKE 320340
Weekend/Evening calls

“FRED STURGESS”
No call out charge Free estimates on repairs over £25

Bridge
School of Motoring

(10 Tasmania close)
♦Patient, friendly instructor
♦Discounts for Students
♦Discounts for block bookings
♦Full 1 hour lessons
♦Assessment drives available (1 ½ hrs)
♦Intensive courses available
♦Door to door service
♦Pass plus registered
♦Introduce a friend-get a free lesson

Ring Bob on
01256 415817 (eves)

07885 811358 (Mobile)

R.J.Gibbons
• Artexing & Coving
• Painting & Decorating
• Wall & Floor Ceramic

Tiles
• Plastering
• Insurance work

6 Tintern Close Popley Basingstoke Hants RG24 9HE

01256 420654
Mobile 07951960516

John’s All Seasons
Gardening

Grass cutting, weeding, Hedge
trimming, Gardens cleared, Gutters

cleared
General garden
maintenance,

Haven’t time to spend on
your garden no job to big…

01256 352032

Richard Aldworth
Community School

  (No Centre fee/Registration fee/Exam fee)

For further information please call in and see us
or contact Dawn King on 01256 473698

TOTALLY FREE!

Daytime computer course
NEW!!NEW!!NEW!!NEW!!NEW!! - E-QUALS SCHEME

Wordprocessing, Database & Spreadsheets

Also offering tuition in Internet,
Desk Top Publishing, Powerpoint and

much more!

Are held at:-
Popley Fields Community Centre
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STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Sheena Brown is
available for Chiropody
treatment in the comfort
of your own home.

Please telephone
(01256) 336853 for more
details or to make an
appointment.



BasingstBasingstBasingstBasingstBasingstokokokokoke Air Scoutse Air Scoutse Air Scoutse Air Scoutse Air Scouts
Now that spring is past the horizon and summer approaches thoughts

and programmes  turn to the outdoor pursuits, exploring and camping.
Fourteen young people from the Cub Scouts will join with 11th Basingstoke
(St. Michaels) Pack for a week of fun and activities at Ferny Croft, a
Hampshire Scouts’ training centre and campsite in the New Forest.  The
programme will include target shooting, archery, abseiling and wall
climbing as well as traditional campfires and stunts.

The Beaver Scouts had a theme of ‘growing things’ during April and
May.  They  planted runner beans in jam jars for quick response and
sunflower seeds for a longer term project.  They made a leaf collage one
week and are eager to follow a pasta trail one evening  to find the trees
they know and see the shape of the tree itself.  The summer outing is to
Pautlons’ Park this year and some of the older Beaver Scouts due to move
on to Cub Scouts in the autumn are having a ‘sleepover’ in June.

Scout section is busy planning summer camp.  Several of the
members were on duty at Popham Airfield Open Day in April and will    return
to Kemble Air Show later in the year.  Activity Day at Ferny Croft proved
challenging for some but others have still to experience the thrill of abseiling,
cycle-cross, archery and wall climbing.

New recruits and adult helpers for all sections are always welcome
but the Beaver Colony is in particular need,  at least one more uniformed
leader to keep twelve active and energetic boys and girls well occupied.

Weekly meetings take place in Base 2000 Carpenters Down but be
prompt because if the weather is suitable they’ll be out and about
somewhere in the vicinity. All sections are open to both boys and girls.

Beaver Scouts (aged 6 to 8 years) Tuesday   5.30 to 6.45 p.m.
Contact:  Elaine Devenport (01256)  323453

Cub Scouts (aged 8 to 10½ years) Tuesday 7 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Contact: Elaine Devenport  (01256) 323453

Scouts (aged 10½  to 14 years) Monday 7 to 9 p.m.
Contact: Colin Karslake  (01256) 410559

Group Scout Leader Pat Brown 7 Remembrance Gardens, Chineham
Telephone  07787 340313

GIVE a little TIME
make a BIG difference!!

Make a real difference to the lives of
disabled children and their families

by giving them a break.

Become a short break carer providing short breaks
on a regular basis - this can be anything from

a few hours a week to a weekend a month.

We need all sorts of people! You could be
working, retired or unemployed, with or without

children, single or with a partner. You do not need
any particular experience or qualifications.

You’ll be given training, support and an allowance.

Call our Family Link Scheme Co-ordinators now
for more information

Susan Glover 01256 362074

Rosemary McCann & Jane Brown 01420 544349

now for more information
Susan Glover 01256 362074
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Link2Learn is a FREE information and advice service helping
adults 20 years and over, with a wide range of issues such as
improving the quality of life through learning new skills, seeking
new employment and finding information on training and careers.

The service is available to everyone, whether in work, out of
work, bringing up children or retired.

Kerry Wiggins is the Link2Learn Outreach Worker for Popley. Kerry is keen to
meet local residents to offer free impartial advice on any of the following;

· Learning and training opportunities. What can you learn? Where are the courses
held? How long do they last? How much do they cost?

· Careers advice. Use computer guidance packages to search for careers ideas.

· Jobseeking. Get help with writing CVs, filling in application forms and going for
interviews.

You can arrange to meet Kerry at a mutually acceptable time, date and place.
Phone for an appointment on: 07714 064 189

You can pick up leaflets and further information about Link2Learn at any of
the Popley Link2Learn signpost sites: Popley Fields Community Centre, Melrose
Hall, John Hunt of Everest School, the WEA, or log on to www.link2learn.co.uk

FREESTYLE
KARATE &
KICKBOXING

Self Defence
Confidence Building
Keep Fit
Weapon Training

Tuesday & Thursday Popley Fields Community Centre

Come along & try a lesson free!
2 x World Champion Instructors

Beginners most welcome
Regular Tournaments

Age 4 yrs to Adults
Fees Under 10yrs £3.00 – 10yrs  + 3.50

For more info phone P.Cannings
01256-422687 07966489110 DAY

07766678097 EVE & W’END

BASINGSTOKE COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

ENROL NOW
AND THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER
10.00am - 4.00PM (MONDAY - FRIDAY)

PART TIME ENROLMENT EVENINGS
Wednesday 27 August 4.00 - 8.00pm
Tuesday 2 & Thursday 4 September 4.00 - 8.00pm

Copies of the part time course directory are available call 01256 306256

Enrol... By phone Credit Card or Debit Card holders only.
Call 01256 306484 Mon-Fri between 10am-4pm

By post Complete an enrolment form.

In person Visit Customer Services, Main Reception, BCOT South Site.
Mon-Fri between 10am-4pm

By web Print off an enrolment form from www.bcot.ac.uk

�
☺

�

@
‘BCOT is a charity providing educational opportunities for the community’
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As the new chair of this important community group I am pleased to let
everyone know that we met recently  and  discussed a lot of issues that
will be of interest to all residents in Popley
On the 17th April members of the Partnership met with the following for
a walkabout of the Longfellow Parade and Dryden Close area :-
• Superintendant Alison Queen  and a number of police involved in the
area

• Acting Chief Executive of BDBC-Gordon Holdcroft and staff
• Deputy leader of BDBC-Rob Donnelly and Ward Councillors Jane and Paul  Frankum
• Neighbourhood Services Manager Karen Ayling and colleagues working in Popley
The purpose of the walk about was to look at some of the surrounding buildings such as
the former Pen and Parchment pub, the Marlowe Close surgery  and  some of the empty
Marlowe Close garages  to see how these might be developed to improve Longfellow
Parade as an area .Everyone involved  was able to see the potential of  the area  and
noted the fantastic improvements that had been achieved just a few hundred feet away in
the Millennium Garden at Dryden Close. Having a close look at the area will help
members of the partnership and  the above groups plan for how the North Popley
Redevelopment could benefit  the  Longfellow parade area in the longer term

The Popley Partnership met on 7th May 2003 in addition to discussing the re provision
of John Hunt School as part of the North Popley redevelopment  the following items
were on the agenda:-

• Reviewing the  parking provision in the area with the Council
• The Partnership with the Councillors  asked for more work to be done in Popley to

make provision for disabled parking and access along some key routes such as
Popley Way

• Hampshire County Council has been looking at  a number of suburban areas where
a form of rejuvenation is needed and has started to develop .The areas  studied  to
develop good practice include Lee –on –Solent and  Wealdstone in Harrow. Popley
gets a mention too! HCC hope to develop  some of these initiatives in Popley with
residents –more to follow on this  in the next issue

In  the next issue of this magazine I hope to give you more details about  the
improvements big and smaller scale that are  being taken forward

I would also like to extend my thanks to Linda Phillips for all her hard work on behalf of
the Partnership up until now .As a resident of Basingstoke I know that she has an
ongoing interest in the Popley area

Councillors Page
Things have been pretty hectic of late with the local elections, with

Paul Frankum and Andy McCormick up for re-election. They key issue of
the campaign in Popley which kept cropping up again and again was Crime
and Nuisance. We are happy to report the Police have stepped up patrols
particularly in the Popley area where things were getting out of hand, and
thankfully things have calmed down a little. Hopefully by the time you
read this, the Travellers at Chineham Park will have moved on.

Popley Councillor Rob Donnelly is now Council Leader for the
Basingstoke and Deane District. This is great news for Popley and indeed
Basingstoke. Rob has wasted no time getting stuck in and last week unveiled
plans to transform Alencon Link and New Road with retail unit frontage
and flats.

Closer to home, plans are being made to introduce Community
Wardens across the Borough, following a successful pilot in Buckskin. Popley
is on the shortlist to be in the first wave. What are Community Wardens?
They are people employed full time in your community to work with the
Police, Health, Social Services and Housing Associations to solve problems.
They are there to help you, the residents, keep your community in order.

On the buses: we were shocked to hear Stagecoach are axing route
No.9. This is the only cross-Popley bus route which runs hourly and many
peoples’ only way of getting to the hospital. However, we have been told by
Hampshire County Council that they are keen to subsidise the route from
Winklebury via the hospital to the Cromwell Inn in Lychpit. They are
prepared to use emergency powers to ensure continuity of service. However,
South Ham will lose its service to the hospital.

 What a fantastic Popley Festival we had this year! More than 7000
visitors desipe the changeable weather and all our local charities will gain
from this now well established festival. We had good coverage in both the
Gazette and the Observer, which is welcome news, seeing as we read so
much bad news about Popley: it is a great Community to live in – the best
in Basingstoke

We are always available if you want to see us or just come along to
the Community Surgery the first Saturday of the month at John Hunt
school from 12 noon to 1pm

Cllr Andy McCormick and Council Leader Rob Donnelly
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Chineham Park Primary School
How can one Primary School pack so much into one term?

March 5th saw a 5-a-side football competition at Fort Hill School. We didn’t win
but we played well and it’s the taking part that counts.

Comic Relief on March 14th saw the children making “funny face” biscuits,
with tea and biscuits being sold to raise funds.

April 3rd was Lepra Aerobics and a great time was had by all.
April 11th was Caribbean Day with the children dressing up. On April 13th Deputy
Head Angela Glibbery ran the London Marathon, finishing in just under 6 hours. The

Chineham Park Choir sang at the Popley Festival (see picture) on May 18th and
were very good.

Friday May 23rd was the Summer Term Family Disco complete with DJ and
MC. Looking ahead we have the Year 6 Solar Challenge on June 4th, with pupils
building a solar-powered car in half term week.

June 24th is Sports Day, and as if the London Marathon wasn’t enough, Angela
Glibbery is running with staff and pupils in the Race for Life on June 25th. June 27th is
Summer Madness Look, with the children dressing up, and finally we have the
Basingstoke in Bloom competition coming up, where we came 2nd last year.
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North Popley Update
As many are aware, Hampshire County Council as land owner and developer

and through it’s Estates Practice,  is proposing to develop it’s land holdings at North
Popley as a Sustainable Urban Extension” of both the existing Popley suburb and the
wider town of Basingstoke. This is in accordance with the Basingstoke and Deane
Local Plan, North Basingstoke Action Plan and also the Development Brief that the
Local Planning Authority produced for the area in 2001.

The County’s land is that north of Popley Way and between the A340
Aldermaston Road and Chineham Lane. Here it is proposed to develop a new
neighbourhood centre and relocated John Hunt of Everest School for both the existing
residents and new development. In addition the School will accommodate new com-
munity and leisure facilities and in addition to up to 950 new homes and open space
and play areas, the North Popley development will seek to include new employment
opportunities and new bus services.

To the east of North Popley between Chineham Lane and across to Carpenters
Down, David Wilson Homes are proposing to also develop Popley Fields on privately
held land. Here 750 new homes and open space are proposed

In addition, the County Council is proposing to develop 350 new homes and
new open space and play areas on the existing John Hunt of Everest School site. The
financial receipts from this development are needed to help fund the relocation and
development of the School on North Popley.

There is already an outline planning application submitted to the Local Planning
Authority for the David Wilson Homes Popley Fields site. This has not yet been deter-
mined. The Estates Practice is now looking to shortly submit two separate outline
planning applications of its own for its proposals on North Popley and the existing
John Hunt of Everest sites.

The Estates Practice and David Wilson Homes recently held and exhibition of
their proposals in Melrose Hall in April which was well attended by over 250 people
over a day and a half. Whilst there were comments raised on issues such a traffic over
80% of those that visited the exhibition supported the development proposals as the
best way forward to reinvigorate and help improve the existing Popley neighbourhood.
Comments that were made are currently being examined to help shape the two plan-
ning applications and we are also currently in the process of replying to all of those that
took the trouble to contact or write to the Estates Practice with their thoughts and
comments. Many thanks for your help.

It is intended to maintain a regular “North Popley Update” in future Popley
Matters but if you should have any questions in the meantime please contact:

Tony Davison 01962 846952  Louise Hague 01962 846578
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Popley Festival 2003
As a result of the changing weather, with rain and sunshine forecast

for the day, the wet weather plan was put into operation. However the rain
didn’t dampen community spirits. Crowds of people turned up to support
the Festival, and numbers were at least as high as in previous years.

The entertainment schedule was exciting and designed to appeal to
all ages. The school hall was packed full all day with people listening to the
various bands. These included the John Hunt of Everest School and
Community Steel Pans bands, the School Rock and a Community Rap
bands. Music was also provided by the ‘Moses Kitchen’ Folk band and the
local Popley Action Churches Together Gospel Choir. The other notable
success was the Chineham Park School Choir with the youngest member
being carried in her holder by the Headteacher Gwen Clifford.

Walls Fun Fair brought along a range of rides from a bouncy castle to
the larger rides such as the Music Trip Miami, the Orbiter and Tea Cups.

The beer, supplied by Popley Fields Community Centre, was as
popular as ever, as were the food stalls which consisted of burgers, hot
dogs, sandwiches and jacket potatoes all supplied by John Hunt of Everest
Parent Support, Melrose Community Centre and the Air Scouts.
Throughout the day there was a constant flow of teas and coffees provided
by Popley Action Churches Together.

Over 40 stalls holders came on the day offering activities such as the
free raffle to win one of 4 cuddly toys from the Connexions stand, the
Basingstoke Observer raised funds for charity by selling raffle tickets to
guess the amount (in money) of food in a trolley donated by the Safeway
store. There were groups doing face painting, tombolas, painting portraits
selling home made dolls houses as well offering information on career
choices and health related issues. The Pre-School Alliance team were kept
busy keeping the very young entertained.

The winners of the 6 a-side football, Cranbourne School, were awarded
a trophy and medals, donated and presented by Mr John Ryan, the
managing Director of Basingstoke Observer. The runners-up, John Hunt
14-16 side was also presented with medals.

The Boys Brigade was as efficient as ever under the direction of Mark
Hood all the car boot sellers were quickly allocated plots. The car boot was
smaller than previous years but still a great success with lots of buyers

walking away with bargains. The Basingstoke Adventure Rangers,
celebrating their 10th anniversary this year, parked over 500 cars on the
day. As always the Basingstoke Gazette was there supporting us on the
day with their caravan and reporter.
The committee would like to thank the Sentinel Housing Group for
sponsoring the location maps, the people of Popley for supporting the event,
by coming along on the day, the charity and other stalls for their continuing
support and the Fire, Police and St John’s Ambulance who were all on
hand on the day dealing with traffic, lost children and generally helping keep
the whole Popley Festival enjoyable.
The atmosphere was great, the weather could have been better but a fun
day was had by all. See you all next year!

Suki Binning, School Community Manager, JHE

The outside stalls attracted a lot of
attention, especially at lunchtime!

The John Hunt Steel Band get down to
business

Basingstoke NeighbourCare….always
on the lookout for volunteers!

All the fun of the fair at the Popley
Festival.

Photos Provided by Cllr Andy McCormick


