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For All Your Computer Needs
• PC Maintenance and Support for Home and Office
• PC Virus and Firewall Advice
• Repairs and Upgrades
• Installations
• Service Contracts
• Networking Planning, Installation and Support
• Technical Support
• Staff Training
• Independent Advice

Local Support – Global Strength

Call   01256 851765

Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor
Paul Frankum; Secretary Alison Walker; Treasurer
Andrew McCormick; Advertising/Liaison Kate Lomas;
Committee Member Ron Rowe; Distribution Iris King;
Distribution Team; Ann Allwright; Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Jane
Frankum; Tony Frankum; Win Harris; Iris King; Kylie Humphries; Colin Karslake; Val
Lye;Andy McCormick; Peter Moore; Ron Rowe; Brian Smith; Cathy Smith; Martin
Stacey; Kim Taylor; Sue Toomer; Louise Tuck; Alison Walker;
Youth Volunteers; Alex Baker; Nathan Barris; Alex Humphries; Laura Humphries;
Ryan Humphries; Jack Whiting;

To pass back ideas, comments,
suggestions, articles or to offer help
please write to:–  Popley Matters, 405
Abbey Road, Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG24 9EL
The views in this publication are not
necessarily the views of the Editorial
Team. Or the members of the committee
of Popley Forum/Matters.

Message From the Editor
Another Popley Matters it does not seem possible that we are into our

12th year. So much has changed since I first moved into Popley in February
1971; I think you will see what I mean on page 18.

What are your memories of when you moved in? I moved from the
now demolished maisonettes in Oakridge with my friend Mary. Mary and I
moved while our husbands worked at Lansing Bagnal, we pushed our two
prams full to the gills with items for our new homes. I can’t remember how
many journeys we made but Mary moved in one week and I moved in the
next we shared an old Vine potato van when a kind neighbour offered his
works van for us to use for the large furniture.

I am so proud of Popley I suppose that it is obvious to many of you as
I am always talking about it. Popley has had such a varied history, one day
when I get time I will write it all down, well maybe not all. The Pen and
Parchment ,  DrydenHall and the old Marlowe surgery have been removed
and it looks so different with the landscaping. However, some of the biggest
changes will come in a few years time with a new school, shops, doctor’s
surgery and other amenities. The new John Hunt School is due to be built
and ready for January 2007 and there will be new houses. Popley North and
Popley Fields will have around 1600 dwellings of which nearly 500 will be
key worker and social housing, giving young couples a start much like many
of us did in the 60’s and 70’s  and it will be welcomed by the 4000 people on
the housing list. Many families want to live near each other and Popley is a
place that has a strong community feeling. I am sorry Sherborne St John
residents are so against the developement, and they would rather not see
any Popley houses but most people in Popley are glad to see that there will
be homes for young and elderly alike. It will also bring a better bus service
especially to Popley West. Aldermaston Open space will be developed into a
good family leisure facility nearby a sports field and an all weather pitch.

Jane Frankum

M.J. Rayner
BASINGSTOKE 398600

EXPERT ATTENTION
 FULLY EXPERIENCED HOOVER TRAINED ENGINEER
REPAIR WASHING MACHINES, DRYERS V. CLEANERS
REPAIRED IN YOUR HOME
 COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SPARES PARTS IN STOCK
 AUTHORISED HOOVER DEALER

GENUINE HOOVER PARTS
FITTED WITH FULL
MANUFACTURERS

GUARANTEE

HOOVER
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
SAME DAY SERVICE

INC. RENT–A–WASH WASHING
 MACHINE HIRE

GAYTHORNE   NORTH WALTHAM  BASINGSTOKE

Young’s
Chinese Food

to take away
Unit 2

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)

Popley, Basingstoke
Telephone Orders

841540
 Opening Times

Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

01256
320920

Let us help you arrive home safely
5-7 seater taxi’s

Moniton Est. West Ham Lane, Basingstoke.



Page  1Page 1Page 28

Dear Editor I understand there is a place that
I can borrow books without having to travel
into town other than the mobile library. I am
an avid reader.
Editor; Yes there is, at Melrose Hall by
Abbey Road shops (Mon & Thurs 9:30-
12:30) Ann has a stall there and you can
get a lovely cuppa there and meet some very
nice people too.
Dear Editor, Thank you Jane Frankum for
getting us the Magnolia Court sign. We had
been asking for one for a long time. When
we wanted furniture and things delivered
people just drove past and had to turn round.
Taxis would do it too and of course that
meant we had to pay extra fare money. It
was lovely too that it was put there while
we had the windows covered for our
wartime songs which we really enjoyed, we
looked out and there it was, thank you.
Magnolia Court resident
Editor; I am so pleased to hear you enjoyed
the afternoon, the community wardens had
a great time too and I ached for days after
from doing the conga. I am looking forward
to doing it again sometime.
 Dear Editor, It is good to see that the Gazette
and the leader of the council Councillor Rob
Donnelly are working together to promote
“Pride in our Place”. We could do a lot more
if we picked up our own rubbish. I am proud
of Popley and it is looking much better now.
John Hunt School looks a mess but it is not
just from the children, we constantly see
three piece suites and electrical goods thrown
in there. Popley resident against litter
Editor; Rob Donnelly has suggested we
could have a Spring Clean Up Day and we
have spoken to Blanche Miles who agreed
it was a great idea. Let me know if you are
interested on 819924

Letters to The Editor

Editors Note We look forward to reading your    letters
on all sorts of subjects. We do not print your name or
address if you wish us not to but of course we can not
accept letters that are sent  anonymously.
Please send your letters to :
The Editor, Popley Matters, 405 Abbey
Rd, Basingstoke. RG24 9EL
We do need your name and address but will
not print them if you ask us not to.

Dear Editor I recently read in the Basingstoke
Gazette an article that said Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council has been awarded an
EXCELLENT status. But what does that
mean? I for one would like further information
on what this means for me, a resident in the
borough living in Popley.
I have always taken an active interest in the
workings of the council and like to know
what’s going on in Basingstoke..
As the local magazine for Popley, could you
do a feature on what this means for ordinary
people? I for one would like to know what
the council has achieved or is doing to warrant
the EXCELLENT status?
Puzzled Trinidad Close
Editor; Thank you for your letter. I am
pleased that there are people who are
interested in the council. The Basingstoke
& Deane Borough Council website,
www.basingstoke.gov.uk has a section all
about CPA - Comprehensive Performance
Assessment. This is where you find the
information that explains how the excellent
status was awarded. However I know there
are many people who do not have access to
a computer so I will take your request on
board and will endeavour with the next
edition of Popley Matters to do a feature and
we will arrange it look out for details on
Community Halls and notice boards also in
the shop windows. Perhaps we could do it as
an interview with the Popley Councillor and
Leader of the Council Rob Donnelly

Popley Festival 2004

6-a-side football Live Bands
These are

just some of the
things that are
going on in the

Popley
Festival

2004

Car boot

Jacket PotatoesBurgers + Hot Dogs

Licensed Bar

KickboxingJudo
Sunday 16th May
John Hunt School

Fairground rides

Charity Stalls Tea + Coffee

Ice Cream
11am – 4pm
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Play GroupPlay GroupPlay GroupPlay GroupPlay Group
Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters Down, Basingstoke Hampshire RG24 9AE

Mon–Fri 9:15am–11:45am
Mon & Thurs 12:30pm–3:00pm

Parents & Toddler Group For More Information Phone

414014
Registered Charity No. 282848

We also operate an extensive day excursion programme

to many places of interest throughout the year with local

Popley  pick ups.

Full details and bookings available at the
tourist information centre, Willis museum.

Telephone 817618

Specialists in group travel countywide and countrywide!
12 to 53 seater coaches for hire

for free advice and quotations call 780079780079780079780079780079 or fax 781742781742781742781742781742
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Sessions Available
September 2003

For Children 2 Year 9Months - 5Years
Morning sessions 9.15-11.45

Lunch club 11.45-12.45
Afternoon sessions 12.45-3.15

All day Sessions 9.15-3.15

Based in Chineham Park School, we offer a wide range of activities including the
use of musical instruments, PE equipment and outdoor playgrounds, as well as a
vast range of toys and creative equipment.

For further information or to receive a Propectus please phone
01256 464750 or 412720

Email: chinehampark.preschool@ntlworld.com

Chineham Park Preschool Shakespeare Road, Basingstoke, Hants. RG24 9BP
 Registed Charity No. 1030396 Manager: Ginny Bloomfield

Call Amanda now for an appointment on 07747628846
Email AMANDADEVINE@HOTMAIL.COM

Fully Qualified Mobile Nail Technician

Acetone free nail polish remover
Freshness packs

Nail Buffers
Hand Lotions

Nail biters programme-Ask for details
Wedding packages available

Natural nail extensions
Permanent French
Extensive collection of freehand nail art to choose from
Full range of manicures available for pampering or problem nails
Various products available for retail
Cuticle Oil

Don’t delay treat yourself today
Out on the town, party to go to or special occasion with no time to waste

Why not treat yourself to a manicure and nail art in the comfort of your own home
I am providing you with a high quality service using an extensive range of high quality

products at competitive rates
So don’t delay call today and I will be on my way

AMANDA
MOBILE NAIL CARE
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(Shop 3 Abbey Rd Shops)

Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm
01256 357637

Good selection of basic off counter
Medicines | Vitamins and Supplements

skin care | hair dyes | Afro products
baby food | toiletries | make-up | men’s toiletries

wool | haberdashery | perfumes | toys
and a wide selection of gift articles

AND MUCH MUCH MORE

Help us to help you please ask us for your
requirements and we will try to provide them

The family would like to thank all the
wonderful residents and customers for all their
support to open up this shop also for the
continuing support in our efforts to provide the
much needed pharmacy Dev Nayna and the Fastfare family

YOUTH PLAY AREA
The consultation display by Tewksbury Close

was very well attended and there have been many
questionnaires filled in and returned to Ian Harris
the council officer responsible for play areas. Most

of the visitors were nearby residents and it was good to see lots of young
people there and hear their useful suggestions. It seems that the majority of
people were in support of having an area that the youths can use. It has
taken two years of consulting, looking at suitable areas to place the area
and to find out the best ideas and equipment available. £25,000 was given
by MEPC (Chineham Business Park, as it was then) and that does not go
too far when an average size play area costs £85,000.

The previous consultations included Councillors, Police, Popley
Forum, Popley Partnerships, youth groups, residents and youths on the
estate. Everyone said the same, that an area is needed as we can’t keep
just moving the children on. They wanted a place that would not be too near
to residents but not so far away that our children would not feel safe. People
also wanted the location to be in an area that the police could watch over.
The most central area of Pershore Road was the area that got everyone’s
votes. The Aldermaston Open space will be developed into a family leisure
area when the new houses are built.

The equipment consists of a teen shelter and tyre slide and some
goal posts - if we have the money to do it all.

At the consultation there were some negative remarks “I brought up
two children and they didn’t have this so the kids should not have it now” If
we all felt like that there would never be any progress we would not have
radio, TV, cars - the list would go on forever. In fact we did have youth facilities
very near there in the area where the medical centre is now. You can still
see where the pitch was and the lamp-posts where the lighting was and of
course the building where they met is still there.

The youths themselves said that the site could be moved a bit further
away from the nearest residents as they did not want to disturb them; I thought
they were being very responsible. They also did not like the style of shelter
and I agreed as it was bright blue and florescent orange and did little to any
one shelter from anything.

The consultation has now ended and we await the final outcome.
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BASINGSTOKE NEIGHBOURCARE

EASTER
EGGSTRAVAGANZA

Popley Fields Hall
Carpenters Down, Popley

Sunday March 28th

11 am –3pm

CAKE STALL, EASTER EGGS,
NEARLY NEW, TOMBOLA
CHARITY & CRAFT SALES

& MUCH MORE
Proceeds to BASINGSTOKE NEIGHBOURCARE

‘THE LOCAL CHARITY HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE’

Popley has a bright future, the new John Hunt of Everest School will
open a new chapter in education and skills for our local community.
The first new school to be built in Basingstoke in a generation will set the
standard for Hampshire and offer a new opportunity as a centre of excellence
for our young people.

The head-teacher and staff on the current school site are an example of
strength and of commitment. I’ve worked in education for ten years now,
and been a Governor at John Hunt for the past two years. The staff at John
Hunt are a shining beacon of all that is hopeful and good about
Popley’s future.

John Hunt has such a vibrant community program. The school is a place
where local groups, scouts, cadets, and adult learning and family learning
can take place. The school is transforming the support available for our future
generations. The new site in the North of Popley development will offer
so much hope and opportunities for the school to improve and grow.

The school and our young people have been successful in the Basingstoke
and Hampshire Young Enterprise Business Project for two years in a row. The
school was involved and led the Borough’s Citizenship debate in Local
Democracy Week last year. This year the school continues to offer real
opportunities for young people in Popley to shine.

The new Study Support Centre is about to come online and that will provide
a wonderful link to Southampton FC and support the personal development
of young people around sport and key skills.

The leadership of Lesley Philipson and her teaching staff is a positive example
for all of the Borough’s school’s. I can not underline strongly enough the
admiration I have for all those people involved in the school, it is a real
shining example of a school to be proud of.

Cllr Paul Harvey
Governor John Hunt of Everest
Cabinet Member Employment, Skills and Learning
BDBC
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LEARN TO DRIVE
STEVE MOORE

DRIVING SCHOOL

Friendly, Patient Driving Instructor

Competitive Rates

First Lesson ½ Price with this Ad

Theory Test Tuition

Nervous Pupils Welcome

Test Preparation including Mock Tests

Pass Plus Registered

S a f e   D r i v i n g   f o r   L i f e

WITH
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Michael Herod
Photographer

44 PITCAIRN CLOSE
POPLEY BASINGSTOKE
HAMPSHIRE RG24 9BD
Tel/Fax (01256) 468026
Mobile 07769–662917

Email: michaelherod@compuserve.com

Portraits, Weddings &
Industrial Photography

You are invited to see

“Kingdom Come”
A Play based on the life of Christ

Performed by Eric Petrossian

6:30pm on Saturday 8th May 2004
at

Popley Fields Community Centre
Carpenters Down

Popley
Basingstoke

Admission Free
For More Details

Phone: Graham and Barbara on (01256) 363692
EMail: Information@basingstoke-new-t.freeserve.co.uk

Web: www.basingstoke-new-t.freeserve.co.uk

Organised by new Testament Church of God
A Voluntary collection will be made during this event

CARTMAN WEB CREATION AND
COMPUTER SERVICES
Phone 01256 810637, Mobile 07786625820,
E-MAIL kevin@cartman13.freeserve.co.uk

Competitive Rates, Local Area
Computer services to all level, hardware and software,

Sever administration and desk top support.

Website design for Small Business, personal and social clubs.
Online Business Advisor, CV Online Services.

Website administration and Webmaster Services.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
E-MAIL kevin@cartman13.freeserve.co.uk
Tel;- 07786625820 On-line portfolio

available by request
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Two local charities are looking for volunteers to become advocates.
Speakeasy Advocacy and Basingstoke Advocacy Service are Lottery
funded projects that have been providing advocacy for people in
Basingstoke for 10 years.

What is advocacy?
To advocate means to speak for either a person or a cause. Citizen advocacy
is a world wide movement, where volunteers are matched with an individual
to work in partnership. There are a number of projects throughout the
UK, coming under the umbrella of organisations like the National Coalition
of Citizen Advocacy Schemes.

Who needs an advocate?
Anyone who is at risk of being ignored, disempowered, or socially excluded.
Speakeasy gives a voice and support to people with learning difficulties,
autistic spectrum disorders including Asperger syndrome, while
Basingstoke Advocacy Service works with all other people who have
difficulties in expressing what they want or getting others to listen.

What does an advocate do?
An advocate will encourage and support people to speak out for themselves,
but will speak for them if that is what they wish. The advantages of a
volunteer advocate are that they are independent, loyal to their partner
and listen only to their partner’s wishes. The role of an advocate is varied
and may include:

· Supporting people in deciding what they want
· Helping people say what they want more effectively
· Making sure the person is heard
· Supporting the person in making links with the community
· Accessing complaints procedures
· Providing practical support to resolve issues and achieve aims

Who can be an advocate?
Anyone who believes that everyone has the right to be heard and be included
in their local community. We provide the training and support for all of our
advocates, and welcome enquiries from anyone who is interested. Get in
touch with us even if you only have an hour a week to spare – that hour can
go a long way!
Speakeasy Advocacy – giving a voice to people with learning difficulties, autism and/or asperger
syndrome (01256 332795 or email speakeasy.advocacy@btconnect.com)

Basingstoke Advocacy Service–working with all other people who have difficulties in expressing
what they want or getting others to listen (01256 328080 or email basadvocacy@onetel.net.uk)

In the 3 years since MV started in the area the demand for volunteering has grown. We
now have more than 350 young people on our books, some have come and gone but
many stay in touch and let us know what is happening in their lives.
The vast majority continue volunteering after they have gained the “Award of Excellence”
from Millennium Volunteers and have moved on to a different phase in life, whether to
University, Employment or whatever.

We are now part of the Connexions Service funded by the Government, this is an
information and advice service for all young people 13-19yrs ( however, the age range
for MV remains 16-24yrs) We look forward to starting a new contract with Connexions
in April this year.

In December we held a Celebration/Christmas party at Reading University in conjunction
with projects from Oxford, Windsor & Maidenhead, Reading and High Wycombe. The
party theme was the “Wild West” and a really wild time was had by all. Our local MV
“DJ” Kyle Parker from Popley, provided a wonderful disco and great live entertainment
was provided by MV James Mitchell with his group “The Guy Morgan Project”

Also in December we were lucky enough to be featured on Meridian TV in a series of
programmes called “Just a Moment” 12 young people from Popley fields youth club
contributed to one of the episodes, this gave us excellent advertising and also a good
advertisement for Festival place as some of the filming took place there.

The next big event on the agenda is the “Millennium Volunteer of the Year Awards” to
be held 28th March in London. Two nominations were sent from this project and one
group has been nominated for a national award, so we are keeping our fingers crossed
that they will win a national prize! The group is called “Respect” it comprises a group of
young women who have developed a sexual health education display and video to tour
the local schools.  (this was organised by the Youth Service in Fleet) We wish them lots
of luck!

We have recently become a member of Youth Action Network this organisation supports
the development of voluntary youth action in England. We look forward to working with
them.



Windows

Would You Willingly Throw
Money Out of Your Windows?

TWO GUYS

01256 46 0 499

WE GUARANTEE
No Pressure Salesman

Low Prices - Quality Workmanship
Family Run Business - Free Quotations

That’s What You Do,
If You Haven’t Got

Replacement Windows
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We hope everyone who came to our New Years’ Eve Party enjoyed themselves and
look forward to this years party, but we would like to hold more community events
throughout the year.

Do you have any ideas for events you would like us to organise?

The centre is very busy at the moment with many regular bookings and lots of private
functions, parties and other activities.

Youth Club: Our Youth Club has been bursting at the seams over the last few months.
To offer a better service and more effective Youth work we have extended the opening
times on Mondays 8 to 13 year olds from 6pm to 8pm 13 to 18 year olds can come
from 8 pm to 10pm
This is being done for a limited trial, initially until the end of June.

If we could encourage more volunteers to help this valuable facility for the young
people of Popley may be able to be extended! Could you give up a couple of hours
every week or less?

Health Walks: These started last week and there was a great attendance. If you
would like to improve your health by walking and meet new people at the same time,
come to Popley Fields on Fridays at 11am or ring for details.

Wood Clearance: Following on from last years wood clearance, we plan to hold
another litter-picking day this spring to tidy up the woods behind the centre. These
woods are a very valuable leisure resource to a wide range of the community and it is
amazing what we can achieve in just a couple of hours.

So keep a look out for the publicity once a date has been arranged and take part in a
very rewarding couple of hours.

Popley Fields Community Centre is run by a dedicated group of volunteers. The roles
can be very varied and if you have some spare time that you would like to fill with a
rewarding volunteer role, please contact the centre on the above number.

Mark Head, Centre Manager.

Phone: 01256 414494

Fax: 01256 418529

Charity Rg No: 1052133

Poplefields@hotmail.com
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“NORTH POPLEY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE”
 Following a series of negotiations between the applicants (Hampshire
County Council and David Wilson Homes) with Basingstoke and Deane
Local Planning Authority, we have been informed that all three of the   current
outline planning applications for:

North Popley,
Popley Fields,

John Hunt of Everest School site,
 will be considered by the Development Control Committee on the 10th
March. No significant issues or changes have arisen with regards to the
proposals and a more detailed update will be provided in the next Popley
Matters after the committee date.
 Contacts Tony Davison 01962 846952
                Louise Hague 01962 846578

Summit Judo Club
Congratulations to Travis Sumner and Tom Jarvis who both fought in

their respective Group National Finals in November and December. Although
neither player came away with a medal, they can both be proud of the fact
that they made the Nationals.  Congratulations also to Paul Hamilton who
took Silver in the Senior South Coast Open in November.

Over the winter months all members of the club have been developing
their skills in readiness for the up coming competitions and gradings in
2004. On December 6th the juniors had a friendly training/competition
session with Tadley Judo. There were some very keen encounters with
Summit taking the trophy by 7 wins to 4. All the players from novice to the
more experienced  had an excellent evening with another meet to take place
later in the year.

The 19th of December was trophy night and many of the junior players
received medals or trophies. The awards were based on their performance
over the period Jan-June and July -Dec 2003.
Judo is a great sport and has regularly featured in the Olympics for many
years.

So, why not come along and give it a try. Join us on a Friday nights at
John Hunt School -  Beginners (6 - 10 yrs)  6:30 - 7:30,  Juniors 7:30 - 8:30
and seniors 8:30 - 9:30. For more information contact Len Dunce on 01256
464526 or 07860 435831

PC Matt Deery has now returned to Popley from his 4 month
posting and is very pleased to be back.  We are also very pleased
to announce that PC Paul Thorne is staying based in Popley and
we are working together to try and reduce crime in the area.

We are pleased to say at the time of going to press that crime in Popley is the lowest
it has been for a while.  Many of the crimes can be easily reduced and would therefore
ask you all to think about how you can reduce your chances of being a victim of crime.
These are often very simple things like not leaving valuables in cars.  Most thefts are
opportunistic and the site of a laptop computer, stereo, handbag or even a coat it
would appear is too tempting for some.  We also have numerous thefts of pedal
cycles, which are bikes left unattended outside shops, front doors or in the garden.

Popley festival is nearly upon us again; make sure you make a note of the date in your
Diary 16th MAY at John Hunt of Everest School.  This event has gone from strength
to strength each year, and is a great day and is supported by so many community
groups.

We are pleased to see that in recent months Basingstoke & Deane have made some
improvements to the area by demolishing unused buildings such as the old Pen &
Parchment Pub & the Marlowe medical centre.  These improvements have seen dramatic
reductions of problems and complaints in the area.

We would like to welcome to the team of community wardens.  Steven & Lesley have
already had a large impact on the area and we will be working with them very closely
to try and improve your community.

We would like to remind you all that a community surgery is held at John Hunt of
Everest School on the first Saturday of each month at 1pm.  No appointment necessary
just call in if you wish to discuss any issues with local Police or a local councillor.

Crime should be reported on 0845 045 45 45 or 999 in an emergency.

PC20054 Paul Thorne
PC3126 Matt Deery



You are warmly invited to
WORSHIP WITH US

at
Popley Fields Community

Centre
Carpenters Down

Popley
Basingstoke

Sunday Morning
 10:30 am to 12:00 noon

For more information phone:
Graham and Barbara on

(01256) 363692

New Testament Church of God

www.basingstoke-new-t.freeserve.co.uk

All Clothes Washing Machines
and Tumble Dryers

A1 BREAKDOWN SERVICE

BASINGSTOKE 320340
Weekend/Evening calls

“FRED STURGESS”
No call out charge Free estimates on repairs over £25
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STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Sheena Brown is
available for Chiropody
treatment in the comfort
of your own home.

Please telephone
(01256) 336853 for
more details or to
make an appointment.

Moving or Re-moving Large or Small
Gardening * Grass Cutting

Hedge Trimming
Painting and Decorating

No job too big or too small special
rates for pensioners and disabled

Phone 01256 417118
Mobile 07866266492

Email: mrmoveita2b@aol.com

Mr Move
It

R.J.Gibbons
• Artexing & Coving
• Painting & Decorating
• Wall & Floor Ceramic

Tiles
• Plastering
• Insurance work

6 Tintern Close Popley Basingstoke Hants RG24 9HE

01256 420654
Mobile 07951960516

37 Worting Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire. RG21 8TZ.
email: printwise@btinternet.com

Established since 1989

DIGITAL
Typesetting

B&W Copying
Colour Copying

Banners
Posters

PRINTING
Letterheads

Business Cards
Invoices

Leaflets & Flyers
Booklets

Envelopes
Full Colour

FINISHING
Collating

Booklet Making
Folding
Drilling

Numbering
Encapsulating

Document Binding

01256 332202

Community Surgery’s
We now hold two community

surgeries, we still have the first Saturday of
the month at John Hunt school with
Councillors, Police and Industrial Relations
consultant from 12 noon till 1pm. We also
have a surgery at Magnolia Court from 2pm
to 3pm (every 4th Week on a Wednesday)
it has proved to be very popular with
Pension Entitlements, Carers together,
Citizens Advice Bureau, Downland and
Sentinel housing officers, Community
Wardens and local Councillors. Any one is
welcome if you have a problem I am sure
one of us will be able to help or advise. We
have already had residents visiting us from
Oakridge and they were made very
welcome with a cup of tea. Ring me on
819924 or watch the press for the dates of
the surgeries. Jane Frankum



FREESTYLE
KARATE &
KICKBOXING

Self Defence
Confidence Building
Keep Fit
Weapon Training

Tuesday & Thursday Popley Fields Community Centre
Tuesday 6:30pm-8:00pm - Thursday 7:00pm 8:30pm

Come along & try a lesson free!
2 x World Champion Instructors

Beginners most welcome
Regular Tournaments

Age 4 yrs to Adults
Fees Under 10yrs £3.00 – 10yrs  + 3.50

For more info phone P.Cannings
01256-422687 07966489110 DAY

07766678097 EVE & W’END
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Walking for Health
The Health Improvement Team and Park Rangers at Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council are encouraging everyone to improve their fitness in 2004 by
taking part in the “Walking for Health” programme.

A new eight-week pilot scheme started on Friday, 13th February leaving from
the Popley Fields Community Centre at 11am, where free car-parking is      avail-
able. The walk will last about an hour and will be between one-and-a-half and
two miles long, returning to the Community Centre for a welcoming cup of tea
and chat with fellow walkers.

The walks vary each week and are suitable for all ages and abilities; those who
may be recovering from an illness and need gentle exercise, those who don’t
like walking alone, those who would like to work off those extra pounds after
Christmas and those who simply want to meet new people and make new friends.
The walks are non-competitive as everyone is encouraged to go at their own
pace. The leader stays with the fastest walker and the back up volunteer takes
a leisurely stroll along with the slowest. Everybody will be made welcome.

Jane Wilding, Health Improvement Officer, said “If the pilot scheme proves
successful, it may become a permanent fixture in the local calendar, similar to
the regular events at Eastrop and the Walled Garden. The Monday Eastrop
walkers celebrated their third anniversary recently with a Nature Walk followed
by a very enjoyable pub lunch in Chineham. The events at The Walled Garden
are also increasing in popularity, with participants joining us from Kempshott,
Buckskin and Hatch Warren. This group is continuing to grow in numbers,
leaving from the Walled Garden each Thursday at 11.00am”.

Those interested in joining the Popley, Eastrop or Walled Garden groups or
who would like further information about the “Walking for Health Scheme” are
asked to call Jane Wilding, Health Improvement Team, Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council on 01256 845574 or leave a message on the answerphone.
Alternatively, Marilyn Davies, Park Ranger, will be available on 01256 845630
or email marilyn.davies@basingstoke.gov.uk.
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I thought the readers of our
magazine might find these two old
photographs, which turned up when
I was searching for something else,
of interest.

They were taken about 33
years ago when I first moved to
Abbey Road.

The first picture shows Abbey
Road, from the corner opposite
where “The Popinjay” was later
built, looking towards Sherborn St
John.

The two things that became
immediately apparent in this photograph are the lack of shops; we used to cross the
bridge to the Co-Op Oakridge Road, and the absence of parked cars.  When we first
moved to Basingstoke, and all the estates were owned by the Council, we were asked if
we owned a car and if you replied “yes” you were allocated a house with a garage.  Most
of us were only too pleased to use our garages, as this was a luxury unheard of in London!
This was a time when we all had young families and we didn’t envisage three and four cars
to a house as the children grew up.

The second picture shows the Ring Road with Oakridge Towers to the right.  The
most obvious difference between then and now is the lack of traffic using this road.

When we first moved to Basingstoke we lived with my sister, and her family, in
Stratfield Road, and watched our estate being built from her upstairs window.  Our houses
used to arrive as giant “flat packs” on lorries!  The plywood sections were then faced with
the bricks and cladding.

Despite our misgivings as to the unconventional construction of the houses we
truly couldn’t express our delight at being allocated a three bedroom centrally heated
house for only 10 shillings (that’s 50p to you youngsters!) a week more than the rent we
were paying for one damp
room, and a shared bathroom
and toilet in London.

I have seen many
changes to Basingstoke in the
33 years I’ve lived here, as we
all have, mainly for the better.
I have excellent neighbours; I
feel part of a community and
with one or two notable
exceptions the local children
are friendly, helpful and polite.
On balance I’m still delighted
to live in Abbey Road.

Following the demolition of the Pen and Parchment,
Dryden Hall and the Marlowe Close surgery, the sites
have now been landscaped.

Sentinel Housing Group and Basingstoke and Deane
are in discussions about the possible refurbishment or
regeneration of the Longfellow Parade area. Once we

are clear on the future, and if a regeneration scheme in the area is
possible, we intend to set up a project team including local people to
progress things.

All residents will be consulted on any future feasibility studies,
the extent of the project and the timescales.

If a redevelopment scheme is possible, it could not take place
for several years as it would need to await the availability of
Government funding. Bearing this in mind, Sentinel Housing Group
will need to consider what shorter term works we might undertake in
the Longfellow Parade area.

Magnolia Court Sing-along
What a great time was had by the residents, the community warden’s,
children from Merton Junior school, guests and yours truly at Magnolia Court.
We all had our wartime identification cards which entitled us to a really good
old fashioned home made nosh up. I am surprised we still found the energy
to sing from all the song sheets provided. Although I wasn’t born until the
war was over I was surprised by how may of them I knew! Two of the
Community wardens played musical instruments, the trumpet and trombone
- what talent.
And Jack? Well he played the organ and encouraged us all to sing along. I
would like to thank all the community wardens that came, I know you enjoyed
yourselves, as I know I did too. Thank you to Julie Pior (manager) for being
a gracious host. We all decided we must do it again and next time invite as
many people that would like to come. We got even more ambitious and
thought it would be a good idea to have a big old dance party with real
dance band and sing song next year at the memorial park, and have all of
Basingstoke and its lovely villages invited. Wow what a party that would be.
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Dear Readers,

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council have just announced their 3 year
council plan and budget and as part of that process have set the council tax
for 2004/05.  This year there is an increase of 2.5%.    The average household
in Popley, living in a band C property currently pays £915.11 per year in
council tax.  Of that £915.11 only £77.91 is collected by Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council.  The majority goes to Hampshire County Council
and the Police.  With the 2.5% increase the average Popley resident will be
paying an extra £1.95 per YEAR for the services the council provides.  That
equates to only an extra 0.44p per week. Less than ½p a week.

So what is it paying for?  The council tax contribution that goes to the borough
pays for the regular emptying of dustbins, the emptying of recycling bins
and banks, the regular cleaning of the street environments, the parks and
green areas.  It also pays for our community centres and the regeneration
schemes that are happening or going to happen in some of our local areas.

Popley residents have seen the regeneration in Longfellow Parade start with
the demolition of the pub and toilets, and regeneration is earmarked for
the Milton and Keats Square.   Some of the other noticeable regeneration
achievements in Popley can be seen at the Madeira and Abbey Road shops.

The increase in council tax will also contribute towards the continuation of
the Community Warden Scheme over the next 3 years.  The wardens are out
and about in Popley and I know they have met a number of the community
groups and residents in the area.  They are also working with the council
and police to ensure that Popley stays clean, is safe and remains a pleasant
place to live.    The wardens are there to help communities, to work with
residents and community groups - feel free to approach the wardens if you
see them around.

So I am pleased to inform you that with the lowest council tax in Hampshire,
with the lowest council tax increase in the Country, with the introduction of
the wardens and the regeneration schemes planned for the future,
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council have been awarded EXCELLENT
status by the Audit Commission.  They have said and I quote - “The councilThe councilThe councilThe councilThe council
is in a much better position to face future challenges” is in a much better position to face future challenges” is in a much better position to face future challenges” is in a much better position to face future challenges” is in a much better position to face future challenges” Cllr RobCllr RobCllr RobCllr RobCllr Rob
Donnelly Popley EastDonnelly Popley EastDonnelly Popley EastDonnelly Popley EastDonnelly Popley East
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WHATS ON AT
MELROSE HALL

MORNING AFTERNOON
MONDAY 9.30 -12PM 1PM - 3PM FREE COMPUTER

COFFEE MORNING COURSE
TUESDAY 2PM - 4PM BINGO 5PM PETITE SCHOOL

OF DANCE
WEDNESDAY 9.30 -11.30 PARENT & 12PM - 2PM OASIS

TODDLER GROUP LUNCH CLUB
4.15PM ONWARDS
CHARITY AUCTION
7PM SALE STARTS

THURSDAY 9.30 -12PM COFFEE MORNING 7PM WEIGHT WATCHERS
FRIDAY 9.30-2.30PM LODDON ALLIANCE 6.30PM YOUTH CLUB
SATURDAY 9.30 -12.30 PETITE SCHOOL OF DANCE
SUNDAY 11AM MELROSE 6.30PM MELROSE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHRISTAN FELLOWSHIP

We also hire out our hall for private hire, children or adult
party’s Weddings, meetings etc. Please call 01256 420676
for information on booking. Debra Dainton is in the office
9.30 -11.30 am Monday to Friday.

Dont forget the Wednesday Auction there are hundreds
of bargains Popleys own Bargain Hunt every Wednesday
bidding starts at 7pm Viewing from 4:15pm

Sunday Outdoor Boot Sales at
John Hunt Community School

NEW starting time for Melrose weeks
March14th/4th April/2&3rd May/23rd May at 10am

Steve and Julie
Welcomes you to the POPINJAY

Now under new local ownership

What more could you want
 nice friendly atmosphere

Darts, Cribbage,
Pool, Dominoes
and Sky Sports
We hold regular

Disco and Karaoke nights
Our first Karaoke night is March 13th

from
7pm to 11pm

Come and see for yourselves what a great pub it is

Use the voucher below
First pint

or
single tot
 half price

One voucher per customer
Closing date March 29th
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Popley Wardens are here!
We are Stephen Bate and Lesley
Batchelor and we are the Community
Wardens for Popley. We form part
of the Community Safety Team for
the Borough of Basingstoke and
Deane. We will be patrolling

throughout Popley and aim to work closely with the various associations
and organisations that are here in the area. You will recognise us by our
distinctive green uniform with its blue and white Community Warden logo.

Since we started our patrol duties at the beginning of January we have
spent the last few weeks familiarising ourselves with Popley and those of
you who live here. We have been really impressed with the attitude of
everyone who lives and works here. The majority of people really want to
work together to make Popley a much cleaner, safer and pleasant place to
live.

However, we have seen a few issues that we will be looking at closer,
these are litter, graffiti and vandalism. We hope to work together with the
relevant associations, authorities and residents to improve the environment
of Popley.

We have visited each of the schools on Popley and have been involved
in taking assemblies, taking classes and extra curricular activities in order
to develop relationships with young people and help them appreciate the
importance of living responsibly in the community.

We have also been to the Melrose Hall and Popley Fields Community
Centre and getting to know the residents of Popley who use the centres for
different purposes. It is good to know that the centres offer such a wide
range of facilities for the community - coffee mornings, mother and toddler
group, play group, youth clubs, auctions and adult learning sessions.

We are building a good relationship with the residents of Magnolia
Court and have had a really successful afternoon event with a Wartime Sing-
along, which included a number of children from the Merton School. We
would very much like to bring the younger and older generations of Popley
together as we feel they have a lot of positive things to offer each other.

We are really excited about the future of Popley, and getting to know
the people who live here. You will see us out and about so please feel free
to say hi, stop us for a chat or let us know of any concerns you may have.
Stephen Bate and Lesley Batchelor Community Wardens for Popley

Popley’s very own Community Wardens
Stephen and Lesley (pictured below) can be contacted on 01256 845508 or

Email on community-wardens@basingstoke.gov..uk
You can stop them in the street and talk to them about the concerns you have on

Popley.
They will be working together with Councillors and other people like the Police

and Popley Partnerships.
They have promised to write for us in Popley Matters and let us know how

things are going. They will also be visiting several events and meetings and getting
stuck in.

I hope you will join with Councillors, police, community leaders and residents in
wishing Stephen and Lesley good luck in this new job within our community.

Welcome to Popley.

Useful Numbers:-
Andrew Hunter MP The House Of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 020-7219-3000

Leader of the Council Cllr Rob Donnelly 14 Norden Close, RG21 5PS  07973 765347

Cllr Andy McCormick 1 Warwick Road, RG23 8DX 01256 419376 or 07879 436985

Cllr Jane Frankum 405 Abbey Road, RG24 9EL 01256 819924

Cllr Paul Frankum 55 Winklebury Centre RG23 98BU 01256 472496


